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THE FUR COUNTRY.
-*o*-

CHAPTER I.

A SOIREE AT FORT RELIANCE.

iMk^ *^^^ ®^^"'"° "^ ^^''^ ^''^^ ^^'""'^^^ 1^^^' Captain Craventy gave

fMk •?
^^''': '""* ^'"""^ Reliance. Our readers must not at once

^ imagine a grand entertainment, such as a court ball or a
musical soiree witli a fine orchestra. Captain Craventy's reception
was a very simple afiair, yet he had spared no pains to give it
eclat.

°

In fact, under the auspices of Corporal Joliffe, the large room on
the ground-floor was completely transformed. The rou-h walls
constructed of roughly-hewn trunks of trees piled up horizontally'
were still visible, it is true, but their nakedness was disguised by
arms and armour, borrowed from the arsenal of the fort, and by an
Eng ish tent at each corner of the room. Two lamps suspended
by chains, like chandeliers, and provided with tin reflectors, relieved
the gloomy appearance of the blackened beams of the ceilino-, and
sufficiently illuminated the misty atmosphere of the room

°
The

narrow windows, some of them mere loop-holes, were so encrusted
with hoar-frost, that it was impossible to look through them ; but
two or three pieces of red bunting, tastily arranged about them,
challenged the admiration of all who entered. The floor, of rcu-h
joists of wood laid parallel with each other, had been carefully
8wept_ by Corporal Joliffe. No sofas, chairs, or other modern furni-
ture, impeded the free circulation of the guests. V/ooden benches
half fixed against the walls, huge blocks of wood cut with the axe
and two tables with clumsy legs, were all the appliances of luxury
the sa oon could boast of. But the partition wall, with a narrow
door leading into the next room, was decorated in a style alike



"^^^E FUR COUNTRY.

costly and picturesque. From tl.TwZ ~^,

'
^"~

admirabiy .rrangocl,^,. ea^o '

vh 1.^7^ "t?^''^
^"-

more favoured re-ions of 1Lu^onf <Z. 7 "* ^^' "^^'" "» t'^«

It «cen,ed us if the wJuX f- °n of 1

" !'' ^'-••^I>--tivo-Newski.

represented by their fi ^ V'' ^^^-^°"'"^ ^^-th were here

of wolves, grey be.rs u^l t !.
" '^' '''''"^'''^ ^''^'^i the furs

rats, wat;^ He:;:^ ^:^^^^!;:r:r
1"""^^' '-''-'' --^^

display was an inseri .tion rb.- l tv 1 'V
'"'"^ ^^^^"^^ *'"«

shaped cardboard-t] e n otto ^^^ / ""'^^'-^'f
^''^^'^ and artistically.

Company- "" ""^ ^^' world-fuiuous Hudson's Hay

c.m.„e„dati„„; .he „.i.,..a ...^jf^v
j" ' „t— P-t of your

„ f,
"""derful ,vom„„, Curiwral." ^ °'

Her «iu,a is m,t to be found, Captain "

^t^ZZtt:^:tr-^ -veocen„ieat.eeent„ of

"nd conducting thele
" E ? "'" " '^'""'^ "'<= «<=""«•

«.ove contained a .o^ fi e to:;':X"f"; '>, T'^J
"'' ™^

of coal by the stoter an old 1m ^.
' i'^

'"*'' ''^'''' "''ovelfuls

vice. Now and the ! a It „f
7°"^"^ ""•"'""='' '» the ser-

fresh black.es to th l^,nt ,.ff'"T "' *''° '''""*• ""' ""'"S
.hot forth from the ^t„ve L

tl e
7''

7l'"''
'»'="- "' «">»

little of this .light inconvenfcl 1° ;
°' ^"" ''=""'"" "'»"«'"

could not pay t'oo deTlX i ! cl T "™"' """" ""^ '^'•y

it outside h, Ibe c„tH:j^^,tk wi^^T"'"'
'"'' " '"'*'^ ""''' ™

rattling noise drowned eve l ottt >
'

"r!""
"'^^'''"lly the

silence ensued. Natur see 7edt be t°'r J'T''' ^" ->'"'
the squall rec„,„„,e„ced wit^tr fieW Sur,* '

^"' -«-ly

-ewt. would ha.as::''^r::^:;-t:ir:tre.^
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]!iit, with two exceptions, Cai.tain Cravcnty's guests troubled
themselvcf, little about tho weather, and if they had been outside
they would have felt no more fear than the stormy petrels disport-
ing themselves in the midst of the tempest. Two oidy of tho
assembled company did not belong to the ordinary society of the
neighbourhood, two women, whom we shall introduce when we
liave enumerated Captain Craventy's other guests: tlieso were,
Lieutenant Jaspar llobson, Sergeant Long, Corporal JolifFe, and his
bright active Canadian wife, a certain Mac-Nab and his wife, both
Scotch, John liae, married to an Indian woman of the country, and
some sixty soldiers or employes of the Hudson's Bay Company
The neighbouring forts also furnished their contingent of guests, for
in these remote lands people look upon each other as neighbours
although their homes may be a hundred miles apart. A good many
employes or traders came from Fort Providence or Fort Resolution,
of the Great Slave Lake district, and even from Fort Chippeway
and Fort Liard further south. A rare break like this in the
monotony of their secluded lives, in these hyberborean reckons
was joyfully welcomed by all the exiles, and even a few Indian
chiefs, about a dozen, had accepted Captain Craventy's invi-
tation. They were not, however, accompanied by their wives
the luckless squaws being still looked upon as little better than'
s aves. The presence of these natives is accounted for by the fact
that they are in constant intercourse with the traders, and suimlv
the greater number of furs which pass through the hands of the
Hudson s Bay Company, in exchange for other commodities They
are mostly Chippeway Indians, well grown men with hardy con-
stitutions. Their complexions are of the peculiar reddish black
colour always ascribed in Europe to the evil spirits of fairyland
ihey wear very picturesque cloaks of skins and mantles of fur with
a head-dress of eagle's feathers spread out like a lady's fan, and
quivering with every motion of their thick black hair.

Such was the company to whom the Captain was doing the
honours of Fort Eeliance. There was no dancing for want of
music, but the "buffet" admirably supplied the want of the hired
musicians of the European balls. On the table rose a pyramidal
pudding made by Mrs Joliffe's own hands; it was an immense
truncated cone, composed of flour, fat, rein-deer venison, and musk
beet. Ihe eggs, milk, and citron prescribed in recipe books were,
1. IS true, wanting, but tiieir absence was atoned for by its hu^e



TUP. FUR COUNTRY,

VroportioiiM, Mrs JolifTo served out slico after slico with libernl
li.inds, yot tlicro ronmincd cnoutjli and to spare. Tiles of sandwiches
also figured on tlio t;ible, in which sliii) hiseuits took the place of
thin sliees of Knglisli bread and butter, and dainty morsels of corned
beef that of tho ham and BtutFod veal of tho old world. Tlio
Hharp teeth of the Cliip[)eway Indians made short work of tho
tough biscuits; jiiid for drink there was l»lenty of whisky and "in
haiKh'd round in little pewter pots, not to speak of a greut bowfof
punch which was to close tho entertainment, and of which tho
Indians talked long afterwards in their wigwams.

Endless were tho compliments paid to tho JolifTes that cvcnin;?,
but they deserved them; how zealously they waited on tho guests',
with wliat easy grace they distribute.! tho refreshments l" They
(lid not need prompting, they anticipated tho wishes of each one.
Tho sandwiches wore succeeded by slices of tho inexhaustible
pudding, the pudding by glasses of gin or wlii.sky.

" No, thank you, Mr Joliire."

" Vou aro^ t()o goo.l, Corporal
; but let mo have time to breathe."

" ^frs JoliOe, I assure you, I can eat no more."
" Corporal Joliffo, I am at your mercy."
" Xo more, ]\[rs Jolilfe, no more, thaidc you !

"

Such were tho replies met with on every side by the zealous pair,
but their powers of persuasion were such that the most reluctant
yielded in the end. Tlie quantities of food and drink consumed
were really enormous. The hubbub of conversation increased. The
soldiers and e.nploycs became excited. I [ere tho talk was of hunt-
ing, there of trade. What plans were laid for next season ! Tho
entire fauna of tho Arctic regions would scarcely supply g.imo
enough for these enteri.rising hunters. They already saw bears,
foxes, and musk oxen, falling beneath their bullets, and pole-cats by
hundreds caught in their traps. Their imagination pictured tho
costly furs piled up in tho magazines of the Company, which was
this ycai* to realise hitherto unheard of profits. Aiid whilst the
S[>irits thus freely circulated inflanicd the imagination of the
Europeans, the large doses of Captain Craventy's " fire-water

"

imbibed by the Indians had an opposite cifect. Too proud to show
admiration, too cautious to make promises, the taciturn chiefs
listened gravely and silent'y to the babel of voices around them.
The captain enjoying iho luu'ly burly, and pleased to see the

poor people, brought back c/s .. w )xq to the civilised world, enjoying

f̂
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A SOIREE AT FORT RELIANCE.
5

themselves so thorouglily, was ]iere, there, and everywhere, answer-
iiig all inquiries about the fete with the words
"Ask Joliffe, ask JolifFe !"

And they asked Joliffe, who had a gracious word for every,
body. ^

Some of those employed iu the garrison and civil service of
Fort Ileliance must here receive a few words of special notice, for
they were presently to go through experiences of a most terrible
nature, whicli no human persi)icacity could possil)ly have foreseen
Amongst others we must name Lieutenant Jaspar Hobson Ser-
geant Long, Corporal and Mrs Joliffe, and the two forei-n women
already alluded to, in whose honour Captain Craventy's fete was
given,

Jaspar Hobson was a man of forty years of age. He was short
and slight, with little muscular power; but a force of will which
earned him successfully through all trials, and enabled him to rise
superior to adverse circumstances. He was " a child of the Com-
pany. His father, Major Hobson, an Irishman from Dublin, who
had now been dead for some time, lived for many years at Fort
Assimbom with his wife. There Jaspar Hobson was born. His
childhood and youth were spent at the foot of the Rocky Moun-
tains. His father brought him up strictly, and he became a map
in selfcontrol and courage whilst yet a boy in years. Jaspar
Hobson was no mere hunter, but a soldier, a brave and intelligent
officer.

_

During the struggles in Oregon of the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany with the rival companies of the Union, he distinguished himselfby his zeal and intrepidity, and rapidly rose to the rank of lieutenant
His well-known merit led to his api.ointment to tlie command of an
expedition the north, the aim of which was to explore the northern
shoi^s of tlie Great Bear Lake, and to found a fort on the confines
nf the American continent. Jaspar Hobson was to set out on hisjourney early in April.

was^thl't nr'''"'T' Tr
'^^\'^'^^' '^ " ^""'^ '^'''''' ««'-S^^»t Long

vvas that of a good soldier. He was a man of fifty years of a.^e with

Coi^Stut'^f.
'!"^' ''^'''' '' '' weremade'o? cocoa-ni!t fll^Co st,tutionaIy brave and disposed to obey rather than to com-mand, he had no ambition but to obey the orders he received--never questioning them, however stran/e they n.i.ht apjl" 4vor

111 uniform
,
but a perfect machine, never wearing out ; ever on the
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march, yet never sliovvini»si"-ns of fTf-mno p i

born to obov ^lnf^ tl.iu onip -i •, .• ' "^ ^^''^^ a man.Mjuj-, .ina tnis selr-anniliilatinn Quifnri k;„
"iei;t. ,A[on such as ho n.-

.

/"''^^'^" .^^^^^^ ^^s passive tempera-

single Lead. I, „„t tl,i/,l,I T ,7
'"'"'="' "'"'^'"8 »

Th^ two '>Tes':ftw;::':;;:i;;firrwirTr'r,'

Victorious, B-.;::f :;,;;:;*:„•';;"-" "^-wwc^wouid b,

great tbin, but he Mu.t be a fool .L do
L"

u;."™ o
"" ""''

--rr:Ze';-»:-;™it;'t:irf9™--^

ot tlie Pfeiffer, Ti„„k ,„d H "f
f'ul'na Eametl, the riral

Soeiety. lu he,- journeys up Z'^^lxX^Z^lT' tmountains of Tliibof n^,vwc i

'""'''PLttra, as l;u- as theui iiiioet, across an unknown corner of JVp^v TT^I] ifrom Swan P>nv fr^ f]i« n -xt c r^.

v-"iiici oi i\ew HolJand,

give. rro„; oX^^it' '; 'r:::^ei!^"'™ r;r
"»"

staiitly to explore new lands. Slie was tall ind I,." 7 f
'.. long braids of hair, already to„ h d „UU whit wl:' f71energy. She wa, nearsighted, and a double yell ; Id

"

her long straight nose, with its mobile nostrils We „,!
""

tLat her walk was somewhat nuaseuline. and iZirlZZ»- sugge.t„e „i moral power, rather than of female g™rste
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was an Englishwoman from Yorkshire, possessed of some fortune,

the greater part of which was expended in adventurous expeditions,

and some new scheme of exploration had now brought her to Fort

Reliance. Having crossed the equinoctial regions, she was doubt-

less anxious to penetrate to the extreme limits of the hyperborean.

Her presence at the fort was an event. The governor of the

Company had given her :• special letter of recommendation to

Captain Craventy, according .a which the latter was to do all in his

power to forward the design of the celebrated traveller to reach the

borders of the Arctic Ocean. A grand enterprise ! To follow in

the steps of Hearne, Mackenzie, Rae, Franklin, and others. What
fatigues, Avhat trials, what dangers would have to be gone through

in the conflict with the terrible elements of the Polar climate I How
could a woman dare to venture where so many explorers have drawn

back or perished ? But the stranger now shut up in Fort Reliance

was no ordinary woman ; she was Paulina Barnett, a laureate of the

Royal Society.

We must add that the celebrated traveller was accompanied by
a servant named Madge. This faithful creature was not merely a

servant, but a devoted and courageous friend, who lived only for

her mistress. A Scotchwoman of the old type, whom a Caleb

might have married without loss of dignity. Madge was about five

years older than Mrs Barnett, and was tall and strongly built. The
two were on the most intimate terms ; Paulina looked upon Madge as

an elder sister, and Madge treated Paulina as her daughter.

It was in honour of Paulina Barnett that Captain Craventy was
this evening treating his employes and the Chippeway Indians. In
fact, the lady traveller was to join the expedition of Jaspar Hobsoii

for the exploration of the north. It was for Paulina Barnett that

the large saloon of the factory resounded with joyful hurrahs. And
it was no wonder that the stove consumed a hundredweight of coal

on this memorable evening, for the cold outside was twenty-four

degrees Fahrenheit below zero, and Fort Reliance is situated in
61° 47' N. Lat., at least four degrees from the Polar circle.
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THE HUnsON^s BAY ^VR COMPANY.

Ipi^APTAINCraventy?"
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and drinking tables!
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"Madam," replied the Captain '•' nil fi .done by Jaspar Hobson. Tl e Commnv l i
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^° American continent, and he will
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THE Hudson's bay fur company.

explorations will decide this, for the Admiralty is about to send a
vessel which will coast along the North American continent, from
Behring Strait to Coronation Gulf, on the eastern side of which the
new fort is to be established. If the enterprise succeed, this point
will become !in important factory, the centre of the northern fur
trade. The transport of furs across the Indian territories involves
a vast expenditure of time and money, whereas, if the new route be
available, steamers will take them from the new fort to the Pacific
Ocean in a few days."

"That would indeed be an important result of the enterprise, if

this North-west passage can really be used," replied Mrs Paulina
Barnevt ;

" but I think you spoke of a double motive."

_

" I did, madam," said the Captain, " and I alluded to a matter of
vital interest to the Comi)any. But I must beg of you to allow me
to explain to you in a few words how the present state of thinirs
came about, how it is in fact that the very source of the trade tf
this once flourishing Company is in danger of destruction."
The Captain then proceeded to give a brief sketch of the history

of the famous Hudson's Bay Company.
In the earliest times men employed the skins and fnrs of animals

as clothing. The fur trade is therefore of very great antiquity.
Luxury in dress increased to such an extent, that sumptuary laws
were enacted to control too great extravagance, especially in furs, for
which there was a positive passion. Vair and the furs of Siberian
equirrels were prohibited at the middle of the 12th century.

In 1553 lUissia founded several establishments in the northern
steppes, and England lost no time in following her example. The
trade in sables, ermines, and beavers, was carried on through the
agency of the Samoiedes; but during the reign of Elizabeth, a royal
decree restricted the use of costly furs to such an extent, that for
several years this branch of industry was completely paralysed.
On the 2nd May, 1G70, a licence to trade in furs in the Hudson's

Bay Territory was granted to the Company, which numbered several
men of high rank amongst its shareholders : the Duke of York the
Duke of Albemarle, the Earl of Shaftesbury, &c. Its capital was
then only £8420. Private companies were formidable rivals to its
success

;
and Erench agents, makiiig Canada their headquarters

ventured on hazardous but most lucrative expeditions. The active
«nnpetition of these bold hunters threatened the very existence of
the infant Company.
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^'^ THE I.'UDSON S BAY fUR COMPAXY. I [

the vast tracts of country between the Mississippi and tlie Pacific

Ocean. It has sent out intrepid explorers in every direction :

Ilearne. towards the Polar Sea, in 1770, to the discovery of the Cop-
l)erniine Iliver; Franklin, in 1819 to 1822, along 5550 miles of the

American coast ; Mackenzie, who, after having discovered tlie river

to which he gave his name, reached the shores of the Pacific at

52° 24' N. Lat. The following is a list of the quantities of skins

and furs despatched to Europe by the Hudson's Bay Company in

1833-34, which will give an exact idea of the extent of its trade :

—

Beavers, .

Skins and young Beavers,

Musk Kats,

Badgerp, .

Bearn, . . ,

Eraiinen, .

Foxea, . .

Lynxes, . . ,

Sables, , , ,

Polecats, , .

Otters, .

llacoons,

.

. .

Swans, .

Wolves, . .

Wolverines. . .

1,074

92,288

694,092

1,009

7,451

491

9,937

14,255

64,490

25,100

22,303

713

7,918

8,484

t . . , 1,571

Such figures ought to bring in a large profit to the Hudson's
Bay Company, but unfortunately they have not been maintained,

and for the last twenty years have been decreasing.

The cause of this decline was the subject of Captain Craventy's

explanation to Mrs Paulina Barnett.

** Until 1839, madam," said he, " the Company was in a flourish-

ing condition. In that year the number of furs exported was
2,350,000, but since then the trade has gradually declined, and
this number is now reduced by one-half at least."

" But what do you suppose is the cause of this extraordinary

decrease in the exportation of furs 1 " inquired Mrs Barnett.

"The depopulation of the hunting territories, caused by the
activity, and, I must add, the want of foresight of the hunters.

The game was trapped and killeil without mercy. These massacres
were conducted in the most reckless and short-sighted fashion.

Even females with young and their little ones did not escape. The
consequence is, that the animals whose fur is valuable have become
extremely rare. The otter has almost entirely disappeared, and is
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OM y to be found near the islanda of the North rucific. Small
colonies of beavers have taken refuge on the shores cf the most dis-
tant nvers It is the same with many other animals, compelled to
flee before the invasion of the hunters. The trap3, once crowded
with game, are now emi.ty. The price of skins is'rising just whena great demand exists for furs. Hunters have gone away in disgust
leaving none but the most intrepid and indefatigable, who °now
penetrate to the very confines of the American continent »

^

les said Mrs Paulina Barnett, -the fact of the fur-bearinc.
animals having taken refuge beyond the polar circle, is a sufficient
explanation of the Conipany's motive in founding a factory on theborders of the Arctic Ocean."

con led to seek a more northern centre of operations, for an Actof 1 uihament has lately greatly reduced its domain "

II

And the motive for this reduction ? " inquired the travellerA very important question of political economy was involved

Tclt^
-e-lnch could not fail greatly to interest the statesZ^l

It nf ""/' " " '"'"^' '^'' '''''-'''' °^ '^'' Company andthose of civilisation are antagonistic. It is to the interest of theCcnupanyto keepthe territory belonging to it in a wild unculti-

m t a tit"" > l"^
"''''''''' '' '^'''''''^ ground was pitilesslyput a stop to, as it drove away the wild animals, so that the mono-poly enjoyed by the Hudson's Bay Company 'was detrimental toa 1 gricultural enterprise. All questions not immediately relatin'

to their own particular trade, were relentlessly put aside by th^egovernors of the association. It was this despoL and in a certa nsense, immoral system, which provoked the ineasu'res t k , by P^r-hament, and, m 1837, a commission appointed by the CobnhlSecretary decided that it was necessary to annex to'^Ca da d th
erritones suitable for cultivation, such as the lied Paver a' d SaIc^itchewan districts, and to leave to the Company only that porUon

Ihe next year the Company lost the western slopes of the PockyMountains, which it held direct from the Colonial Office and youwill now understand, madam, how the agents of the Com, any Z-mg lost their power over their old territories, are determined befoi^

the noith, nd so open a communication with the Pacific by meansof the Isorta-west ])assacre " ^ '^"^
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THE COKPORAL, MATCH IN HAND
,
AWAITED THE ORDEK OF HIS CAPTAIN

i^age 13.

I



THE Hudson's day fur company. n
Mrs Paulina Harnett was now well informed ns to tho ulterior

Iirojects of tho celebrated Company. Captain Craventy had given
her a graphic .sketch of the .situation, and it i.s probable ho wonl.l
have entered into further dctuil.>^, had not an incident cut short Uia
liarangno.

(Jorporal Joliflfo announced in a loud voice that, with ^rr.s.TolifTe's

nssistaneo, ho was about to mix tho punch. Thi.s new.s was received
n.s it deserved. Tlio bowl—or rather, tho ba.sin—was filled with
tho precious liquid. It contained no les.s than ten pint.s of coarso
rum. 8ugar, measured out by ^[rs Joliffe, was piled up at tho
bottom, and on tho to[. floated slices of lenuui shrivelled with age.
Nothing remained to bo done but to liglit this alcoholic lake, and
the Corporal, match in hand, awaited the order of his Captain, as if

lie were about to spring a mine.

"All right, JoliiJo !" at last said Captain Craventy.
Tho light was applied to tho bowl, and in n moment the punch

was in llamcs, whihst tho guests applauded and clapped their hands.
Ten minutes afterwards, full gla.^ses of the delightful beverage were
circulating amongst tho guests, fresh bidders for them coming for-
ward in endless succession, like specuktors on tho Stock E.xchango.

" Hurrah
! hurrah ! hurrah I three cheers for Mrs Barnett ! ^V

cheer for the Captain."

^

In the midst of tliese joyfnl shouts cries were hoard from outside.
Silence immediately fell upon tho company assembled.

"Sergeant Long," said the Captain, "go and see what is tho
matter."

And at his chief's order, the Sergeant, leaving his glass unfinished,
left the room.

vi.\.



CHAPTER III.

A SAVANT THAWED.

>^-^N^ f^^^GrEANT LONG hastened to the narrow passage from

^^ which opened the outer door of the fort, and heard the
^'^^"-^ cries redoubled, and combined with violent blows on the
postern gate, surrounded by high walls, which gave access to the
court. The Sergeant pushed open the door, and plunging into the
snow, already a foot deep ; he waded through it, although half-

blinded by the cutting sleet, and nipped by the terrible cold.

"What the devil does any one want at this time of night?"
exclaimed the Sergeant to himself, as he mechanically removed the
lieavy bars of the gate ;

" none but Esquimaux would dare to brave
such a temperature as this !

"

" Open ! open ! open !
" they shouted from without.

"I am opening," rei^lied Sergeant Long, who really seemed to be
a long time about it.

At last the door swung open, and the Sergeant was almost upset
by a sledge, drawn by six dogs, which dashed past him like a flash
of lightning. Worthy Sergeant Long only just escaped being crushed,
but he got up without a murmur, closed the gate, and returned to
the house at his ordinary pace, that is to say, at the rate of seventy-
five strides a minute.

But Captain Craventy, Lieutenant Jaspar Ilobson, und Corporal
JolitTe were already outside, braving the intense cold, and staring
at tlie si .dge, white with snow, which had just drawn up in front
of them.

A man completely enveloped in furs now descended from it. •

" Fort Reliance ? " he inquired.
*' The same," replied the Captain.
" Captain Craventy ?

"

" Behold him ! Who are you ?

"

" A courier of the Company."
" Are you alone ?

"
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"• No, I bring a traveller."

" A traveller ! And what does he want ?

"

" He is corao to see the moon."
At this reply, Captain Craventy said to himself the man must be

a fool. But there was no time to announce this opinion, for the
courier had taken an inert mass from the sledge, a kind of bag
covered with snow, and was about to carry it into the house, when
the Captain inquired

—

"What is that bag?"
" It is my traveller," replied the courier.
" Who is this traveller 1

"

" The astronomer, Thomas Black."
" But he is frozen."

" Well, he must be thawed."
Thomas Black, carried by the Sergeant, the Corpora!, and the

courier, now made his entrance into the house of the fort, and was
taken to a room on the first floor, the temperature of which wis
bearable, thanks to a glowing stove. He was laid upon a bed and
the Captain took his hand.

'

It was literally frozen. The wrappers and furred mantles in
which Thomas Black was rolled up like a parcel requiring care were
removed, and revealed a man of about fifty. He was short and
stout, his hair was already touched with grey, his beard was un-
trimmed, his eyes were closed, and his lips pressed together as if
glued to one another. If he breathed at all, it was so slightly that
the frost-work on the windows would not have been affected by it
Joliffe undressed him, and turned him rapidly on to his face and
back again, with the words

—

" Come, come, sir, when do you mean to return to conscious-
ness ?

'

Bat the visitor who had arrived in so strange a manner sh.wed
no signs of returning life, and Corporal Joliffe could think of no
better means to restore the lost vital heat than to give him a bath
in the bowl of hot punch.

Very happily for Thomas Black, however, Lieutenant Jaspar
Hobson had another idea.

'' Snow, bring snow !
" he criec'.

There was plenty of it in the court of Fort Reliance ;-and
.vhilst the Sergeant went to fetch the snow, Joliffe removed ail
the astronomers clothes. The body of the unfortunate man was
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covered witli white frost-bitten patclie.s. It was urp^ontly neces-

sary to restore the circulation of tlio blood in the affected por-

tions. This result Jaspar Hobson hoped to obtain by vigorous

friction Avith tlic snow. Wc know that this is the moans generally

employed in the polar countries to set going afresh the circulation

of tlio blood arrested b} the intense cold, even as the rivers are

arrested in tlieir courses by the icy touch of winter. Sergeant

Long soon returned, and ho and Joliffe gave the new arrival such

a rul)l)ing as ho had probably never before received, It was no
soft and agreeable frictioii, but a vigorous shampooii lustily

performed, more like the scratching of a curry-coi. ,uau the

caresses of a human hand.

And during the operation the loquacious Corporal continued to

exhort the unconscious traveller.

" Come, come, sir. What do you mean by getting frozen like

this. Xow, don't be so obstinate !

"

Probably it was obstinacy which kept Thomas Black from deign-

ing to show a sign of life. At tlio end of half an hour the rubbers

began to despair, and were about to discontinue their exhausting

efforts, when the poor man sighed several times.

" He lives ; he is coming to !
" cried Jaspar Hobson.

After having warmed the outside of liis body, Corporal J'oliffe

hurried to do the same for the inside, and hastily fetched a few
glasses of the punch. The traveller really felt much revived by
them ; the colour returned to his checks, expression to his eyes, and
words to his lips, so that Captain Craventy began to hope that he
should have an explanation from Thomas Black himself of his strange

arrival at the fort in such a terrible condition.

At last the traveller, well covered with wraps, rose on his elbow,

and said in a voice still faint

—

" Fort Beliancc %
"

" The same," replied the Captain.

" Captain Craventy ?
"

" He is before you, and is happy to bid you welcome. But may
I inrpiirc what brings you to Fort Pioliance?"

" He is come to see the moon," replied the courier, who evidently

thought this a happy answer.

It satisfied Thomas Black too, for he bent his head in assent and
resumed

—

' Lieutenant Hobson ?
"
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' I nm here," replied the Lieutenant.
" You have not yet started ?

"

" Not yet, sir."

" Then," replied Thomas Black, " I Iiave only to thank you, and
to CO to sleep until to-morrow mornin"'."

The Captain and his comj)anion.s retired, leaving their stranf^e
visitor to his repose. Half an hour later the fde was at an end, and
the guests had regained their respective homes, either in thu different
rooms of the fort, or the scattered houses outside the enceinte.

The next day Thomas Black was rather better. His vigorous
constitution had thrown off the effects of the terrible chill ife had
had. Any one else would have died from it; but he was not like
other men.

And now who was this astronomer ? Where did ho come from 1Why had he undertaken this journey across the territories of the
Company in the depth of winter 1 What did the courier's reidy
signify?—To see the moon ! The moon could be seen anywhere •

there was no need to come to the hyperborean regions to look
at it

!

Such were the thoughts which passed through Captain Craventy's
mind. But the next day, after an hour's talk with his new guest
he had learned all he wished to know.

'

Thomas Black was an astronomer attached to the Greenwich
Observatory, so brilliantly presided over by Professor Airy, ^[r
Black was no theorist, but a sagacious and intelligent observer •

and in the twenty years during which he had devoted himself to
astronomy, he had rendered great services to the science of ourano-
graphy. In private life he was a simple nonentity ; he existed only
for astronomy; he lived in the heavens, not upon the earth ; and was
a true descendant of the witty La Fontaine's mvant who fell into
a well. He could talk of nothing but stars and constellations. He
ought to have lived in a telescope. As an observer he had not his
rival; his patience was inexhaustible ; he could watch for months for
a cosmical phenomenon. He had a specialty of his own, too • hehad studied luminous meteors and shooting stars, and his discoveriesm tins branch of astronomical science were considerable. When-
ever minute observations or exact measurements and definitions
were required, Thomas Black was chosen for the service

; for his
clearness of sight was something remarkable. The power of obser-
vation 13 not given to every one, and it will not therefore be surpris-

B
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ing that the Greenwich astronomer should linve been chosen for thom:ssK,u we .re .bout to descibe, which invoivcd results «: i. e
• !

irig lor seIon()gnii)hic science.

surrounded by .a h.nunous corona. iJut what is the origin r,f this

ton of the sun's rays near the moon? This is a question whichscience has hitlierto been unable to answer
As early as 1 700 this lun.inous halo was scientifically described

moZT "n ^"'"y^'^/---^^ d"-'^ the totaf ecli^rof

Ulbam 17/8, and by Bonditch and Ferrer in 180G ; but their

vedat Dunngthe total eclipse of lS4lMearned men of all

Jiaily, ^c.-cndeavoured to solve the n.ystery of the (n-i-dn of thePl-nomenon; but in spite of all their eLtsf-'the disl: eemen
'

'

«ays Arago, '- of the observations taken in dil brent plac^by s' fulastn,nomers of one and the same eclipse, have invoivcd tho^-^^^n fresh obscnnty, so that it is now impossible to come to any c inconclusion as to the cause of the phenomenon." Sine th s v «wntt^, other total eclipses have been studied with no boU::

Yet the solution of the question is of such vast importance toselenogi.plnc science that no price would be too grea t
"

f ^It. A fresh opportunity Avas now about to occur to stulv til
..uch-discussed corona. A total eclipse of the sun-tl Seastfor the extreme north of America, for Spain and ^01^'.^

'

was to take place on July 18th, 1800. Itt a n ' .fd b ^I'^tr

STbrtV 'f:r' ^-
""^^^^^ ''^' «i-iltane;f 'b r^v^i

woma be to al. Thomas Black was chosen for the evnedition fn

•vviditvl'/"""'!
^" """'"'"^ ""* Thomas BI.-.;. seized with

J i^i inc c;..ipae has commenced; and
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s-liould he be able satisfactorily to establish their orifjin, ho would
be entitled to the applause of the learned men of all Europe.
Thomas Black eagerly prepared for his journey. Ho obtained

urgent letters of recommendation to the principal agents of the
Hudson's Bay Company, lie ascertained that an expedition was
to go to the extreme north of the continent to found a new fort.

It was an opportunity not to bo lost ; so he set out, crossed the
Atlantic, landed at New York, traversed the lakes to the lied Biver
settlement, and pressed on from fort to fort in a sledge, under the
escort of a courier of the Company ; in spite of the severity of the
wniter, braving all the dangers of a journey across the Arctic
regions, and arriving at Fort Bieliance on the 19th March in the
condition we have described.

Sucli was the explanation given by the astronomer to Captain
Craventy. He at once placed lumself entirely at Mr Black's
service, but could not refrain from inquiring why ho had been in
such a great hurry to arrive, when the eclipse was not to take place
until the following year, ISGO?

''But, Captain," rei)lied the astronomer, "I heard that the Com-
pany was sending an expedition along the northern coast of America
and I did not wish to miss the departure of Lieutenant Hobson."

" ^Ir Black," replied the Captain, " if the Lieutenant had already
started, I should have felt it my duty to accompany you myself to
the shores of the Polar Sea."

And with fresh assurances of his willingness to serve him the
Captain again bade his new guest welcome to Fort lleliance.

seized with

minous halo,

prominences

^e terrestrial

tiiiced : and
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CHAPTER IV.

A FACTORY.

hW^^^^ "^ *^'° ^^^^^^^ ^^ *''*^ ^'^'"'^'"^ beyond tho Gist parallel is that

\{^:, called tlic Creat Slave Lake ; it is two luuulred and fifty
»iN<^ niile.s long by fifty across, and is situated exactly at Gl°

a.')' N. lat. and 11-1° W. long. The surrounding districts slope
down to it, and it completely fills a vast natural hollow. The
position of tho lake in the very centre of the hunting districts,
once swarming with game, early attracted the attention of the
Company. Numerous streams cither take their rise from it or
How into it—the j\Iuckenzie, the Athabasca, «kc. • and several im-
portant forts have been constructed on its shores—Fort Providence
on the north, and Fort Picsolution on the south. Fort lleliance is
situated on the north-cast extremity, and is about three hundred
miles from the Chesterfield inlet, a long narrow estuary formed by
the waters of Hudson's Bay.

The Great Slave Lake is dottrd with little islands, the granite
and gneiss of which they are foi-med jutting up in several places.
Its noithern banks are clothed with thick woods, shutting out the
barren frozen district beyond, not inaptly called the ''Cursed
Land." The southern regions, on the otlier hand, are flat, without
a rise of any kind, and the soil is mostly calcareous. The large
ruminants of the polar districts—the buffaloes or bisons, the flesh
of which forms almost the only food of the Canadian and native
hunters—seldom go further north than the Great Slave Lake.

The trees on the northern shores of the hike form magnificent
forests. We need not be astonished at meeting with such fine vegeta-
tion in this remote district. The Great Slave Lake is not really
in a higher latitude than Stockholm or Christiania. We have only
to remember that the isothernuvl lines, or belts of equal heat, along
which heat is distributed in equal quantities, do not follow the
terrestrial parallels, and that with the same latitude, America is ever
so much colder than Europe. In April the streets of New York



A FACTONY. 21

1st parallel is that

liuntlrcd nnd fifty

5(1 exactly at Gl'

iig districts slope

iral hollow. The
lnintin<,' districts,

attention of the

r rise from it or

and several ira-

—Fort Providence

Fort liclianco is

ut three hundred
stuary formed by

lands, the granite

n several places,

shutting out the

xl the " Cursed

are flat, without

eous. The larye

bisons, the flesh

dian and native

Jlave Lake,

'orm magnificent

such fine vegeta-

ikc is not really

We have only

iqual heat, along

I not follow the

America is ever

3 of ISew York

\t,^

are still white with snow, yet the latitude of New York is nearly

the same as that of the Azores. The nature of a country, its

position with regard to the oceans, and even the conformation of its

soil, all inlluonce its climate.

In summer Fort lieliance was siUTounded with masses of verdure,

refreshing to the sight after the long dreary winter. Timber was
plentiful in these forest-!, which consisted almost entirely of poi)lar,

pine, and birch. The islets on the lake produced very fine willows.

Came was abundant in the underwood, even during the bad season.

Further south the hunters from the fort successfully pursued
bisons, elks, and Canadian porcui)iiies, the fiesh of which is excellent.

The waters of the Slave Lake were full of fish ; trout in them attained

to an immense size, their weight often exceeding forty pounds. Pikes,

voracious lobes, a sort of cliarr or grayling called " blue fish," and
countless legions of tittamegs, the Conyonnn of naturalists, disported

themselves in the water, so that the inhabitants of Fort Pvelianco

were Avell sui)plied with food. Nature provided for all tlieii wajits
;

;uid clothed in the skins of foxes, nuirtens, bears, and other Arctic

animals, they wore able to brave the rigour of the winter.

The fort, properly so called, consisted of a wooden house with a
ground-floor and one upper stt)rey. In it lived the commandant and
his officers. The barracks for the soldiers, the magazines of the
Company, and the oflices where exchanges were made, surrounded
tills house. A little chapel, which wanted nothing but a clergyman
and a powder-magazine, completed the buildings of the settlement.

The whole was surrounded by palisades twenty-five feet high,

defended by a small bastion with a pointed roof at each of the four
corners of the parallelogram formed by the enceinte. The fort was
thus protected froui surprise, a necessary ])recaution in the days
when the Indians, instead of being the purveyors of the Company,
fought for the independence of their native land, and when the
agents and soldiers of rival associations disputed the possession of
the rich fur country.

At that time the Hudson's Bay Company employed about a
million men on its territories. It held supreme authority over
them, an authority which could even infiict death. The governors
of the fiictories could regulate salaries, and arbitrarily fix the price of
provisions and furs; and as a result of this irresponsible power, they
often realised a profit of no less than three hundred per cent.

We shall see from the following table, taken from the " Voyage
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ifll

11

of Captain Robert Lade," on what terms exchanrres were formerlymade with those Indians wl.. have since become%he best hunters
ot tJie Company. Beavers' skins were then the currency employed
in buying and selling.

^ «mpioyea

TJie Indians paid

—

For one gun,

half a pound of powder,
four pounds of shot,

,, one axe,

six knives, .

one pound of glass beads,
one laced coat,

one coat not laced,

one laced female dress,

'>nc pound of tobacco,
one box of powder,
one comb and one looking-glass,

>>

>>

»»

>»

>>

1 beavers' skinn.

1

1

1

1

1

6

5

6

1

1

2

>>

>>

It

f>

»»

>»

>i

>>

But a few years ago beaver-skins became so scarce that the cur-reiicy had to be changed. Bison-furs are now the medium of trad
A hen an Indian presents himself at the fort, the agents of theCompany give him as many pieces of wood as he brings skins andhe exchanges these pieces of wood for manufactured articles on Ihepremises

;
and as the Company fix the price of the articles they luyand sell, they cannot fail to realise large profits

^
Such was the inode of proceeding ^In Fort Reliance and otherfactories; so that Mrs Paulina Barnett was able to wacchthe woding of the system during her stay, which extended until the 16thApril. Many a long talk did she have with Lieutenant Ilobsonmany were the projects they formed, and firmly were they bothdetermined to a low no obstacle to check their advance. As

'
Thomas Llack he never opened his lips except when his ownspeciamission was discussed. He was wrapped up in the subject o'f tlluminous corona and red prominences of the moon; he lived but tolve he problem and in the end made Mrs Paulina Barnett n^arWas enthusiastic as himself. How eager the two were to cross toArctic Circle, and how far oflP the 18th July 18G0 appeared nboth, but especially to the impatient Greenwich as rZZ caneasily be imagined.

""omtr, can

mildlV^Mhrc'r! 'r
''"''"''',"" ™"" ""' *«='='»-™<=''«d until them ddle o JIa,cI,, and ,, ,„,>„t|, passed before they were completedI., iact, .t was a fonnidable undertaking to organise such at
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peditiou for crossing the Polar regions. Everytliing had to be taken

with them—food, clothes, tools, arms, ammunition, and a nonde-

script collection of various requisites.

The troops, under the command of Lieutenant Jaspar Hobson,

were one chief and two subordinate officers, with ten soldiers, three

of whom took their wives with them. They were all picked men,

chosen by Captain Craventy on account of their energy and resolution.

We append a list of the whole party :

—

1. Lieutenant Jaspar Hobson. IL Sabine, soldier.

2. Sergeant Long. 12. Hope, do.

3. Corporal Joliffe. 13. Kellet, do.

4. Petersen, soldier. 14. Mrs Rae.

5. Belcher, do. 15. Mrs Joliffe,

6. Rae, do. 16. Mrs I^Iac-Nab.

7. Marbre, do. 17. Mrs Paulina Barnett

8. Garry, do. 18. Madge.

9. Ponil, do. 19. Thomas Black.

10. Mac-Nab, do.

In all, nineteen persons to be transported several hundreds of miles

through a desert and imperfectly-known country.

With this project in view, however, the Company had collected

everything necessary for the expedition. A dozen sledges, with

their teams of dogs, were in readiness. These primitive vehicles

consisted of strong but light planks joined together by transverse

bands. A piece of curved wood, turning up at the end like a skate,

was fixed beneath the sledge, enabling it to cleave the snow without

sinkin" deeply into it. Six swift and intelligent dogs, yoked two

and two, and controlled by the long thong brandished by the driver,

drew the sledges, and could go at a rate of fifteen miles an

hour.

The wardrobe of the travellers consisted of garments made of

reindeer-skins, lined throughout with thick furs. All wore linen

next the skin as a protection against the sudden changes of tempera-

ture frequent in these latitudes. Each one, officer or soldier, male

or female, wore seal-skin boots sewn with twine, in the manufacture

of which the natives excel. These boots are absolutely impervious,

and are so flexible that they are admirably adapted for walking.

Pine-wood snow-shoes, two or three feet long, capable of supporting

the weight of a man on the most brittle snow, and enabling him

to pass over it with the rapidity of a skater on ice, can be fastened
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Fur caps and deer-skin belts
to the soles of the seal-skin boots,

completed the costuines.

For arms, Lieutenant Ilobson had the regulation niuskctoons
provided by the Company, pistols, ordnance sabres, and plenty of
ammunition

;
f,.r toc.ls

: axes, saws, adzes, and other instruments
required m carpentering. Then there was the collection of all thatwould be needed for setting up a factory in the remote district for
which they were bound : u stove, a smelting furnace, two air-pumps for ventilation, an india-rubber boat, only inflated when
required, &c., &c.

The party might have relied for provisions on the hunters amon-st
them. Some of the soldiers were skilful trackers of game, and
there were j^enty of reindeer in the Polar regions. Whole tribes of
Indians or Lsquiinaux, deprived of bread and all other nourishment,
subsist entirely on this venison, which is both abundant and
palatable. But as delays and difiiculties had to be all.)wed for, a
certam quantity of provisions was taken with them. The flesh of
the bison, elk, and deer, amassed in the large hattues on the south of
the lake

;
corned beef, which will keep for any length of time ; and

some Indian preparations, in which the flesh of animals, ground
to powder, retains its nutritive properties in a very smaU bulk
requiring no cooking, and forming a very nourishing diet, wereamongst the stores provided in case of need.

Lieutenant Ilobson likewise took several casks of rum and whisky •

but he was firmly resolved to ecor.omise these spirits, so injurious
to the health in cold latitudes, as much as possible. The Compai;
had_ placed a lus disposal a little portable medicine-chest, con-taming formidable quantities of lime-juice, lemons, and other simple
remedies necessary to check, or if possible to prevent, the scorbutic
aiiections winch take such a terrible form in these re-nons
AH the men had been chosen with great care ; none were too stout

or too thin, and all had for years been accustomed to the severity
of the climate, and could therefore more easilv endure the fati<aie3
of an expedition to the Polar Sea. They were l\\ brave, hidi-spiiited
fellows, who had taken service of their own accord. Double payhad been promised them during their stay at the confines of the
American continent, should they succeed in making a settlement be-yond the seventieth parallel.

The sledge provided for Mrs Barnett and her faithful Madc^e
was rather niure comfortable than the others. She did not wish to

I
-l>
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be treated better than her travelling companions, but yielded to the

virgent request of Captain Craventy, who was but carrying out the

wishes of the Company.

The vehicle which brought Thomas Black to Fort Reliance also

conveyed him and his scienti^c apparatus from it. A few astrono-

mical instruments, of which there were not many in those days—

a

I'ilescope for his selenographic observations, a sextant for taking the

latitude, a chronometer for determining the longitudes, a few maps,

a few books, were all stored away in this sledge, and Thomas Black

relied upon his faithful dogs to lose nothing by the way.

Of course the food for the various teams was not forgotten. There

were altogether no less than seventy-two dogs, quite a herd to pro-

vide for by the way, and it was the business of the hunters to cater

for them. These strong intelligent animals were bought of the

Chippeway Indians, who know well how to train them for their

arduous calling.

The little company Avas most skilfully organised. The zeal of

Lieutenant Jaspar Plobson was beyond all praise. Pr(jud of his

mission, and devoted to his task, he neglected nothing which could

insure success. Corporal Joliffe, always a busybody, exerted himself

without producing any very tangible results ; but his wife was most

useful and devoted; and Mrs Paulina Barnett had already struck up

a great friendship with the brisk little Canadian woman, whose fair

hair and large soft eyes were so pleasant to look at.

We need scarcely add that Captain Craventy did all in his power

to further the enterprise. The instructions he had received from

the Company showed what great importance they attached to the

success of the expedition, and the establishment of a new factory

beyond the seventieth parallel. We may therefore safely affirm that

every human effort likely to insure success which could be made
was made ; but who could tell what insurmountable difficulties

nature might place in the path of the bravo Lieutenant % who could

tell what awaited him and his devoted little band?
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CHAPTER V.

FROM FORT RELIANCE TO FORT ENTERPRISE.

IIE first fine days came at last. The green carpet of the

^te ^^^^'^ ^°S''^'^ *« appear here and tliere where the snow had
^igji^ melted. A few migratory birds from the south—such as
swans, bald-headed eagles, &c.—passed through the warmer air.

Tlie poplars, birches, and willows began to bud, and the red-
headed ducks, of which there are so many species in North America,
to skim the surface of the numerous pools formed by the melted
snow. Guillemots, puffins, and eider ducks sought colder latitudes

;
and little shrews no bigger than a hazel-nut ventured from their
holes, tracing strange figures on the ground with their tiny-pointed
tails. It was intoxicating once more to breathe the fresh air of
spring, and to bask in 'ihe sunbeams. Nature awoke once more
from her heavy sleep in the long winter night, and smiled as she
opened her eyes.

The renovation of creation in spring is perhaps more impressive
in the Arctic regions than in any other portion of the globe, on
account of the greater contrast with what has gone before.

The thaw was not, however, complete. The thermometer, it is
true, marked 41° Fahrenheit above zero ; but the mean temperature
of the nights kept the surface of the snowy plains solid—a good
thing for the passage of sledges, of which Jaspar Hobson meant to
avail himself before the thaw became complete.

The ice of the lake was still unbroken. During the last month
several successful hunting expeditions had been made across the vast
smooth plains, which were already frequented by game. Mrs
Barnett Avas astonished at the skill with which the men used their
snow-shoes, scudding along at the pace of a horse in full gallop.
Following Capt: - Craventy's advice, the lady herself practised
walking in these 'trivances, and she soon became very expert in
sliding over tji g, y^

During the lact xew days several bands of Indians had arrived at
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the fort to exchange tlic spoils of the winter chase for manufactured

goods. The season had been bad. There were a good many polecats

and sables ; but the furs of beavers, otters, lynxes, ermines, and

foxes were scarce. It was therefore a wise step for the Company

to endeavour to explore a new country, where the wild animals had

hitlierto escaped the rapacity of man.

On the morning of the IGth April Lieutenant Jaspar Hobson and

his party were ready to start. The route across the known districts,

between the Slave Lake ind that of the Great Bear beyond the

Arctic Circle, was already determined. Jaspar Hobson was to make

for Fort Confidence, on the northern extremity of the latter lake
;

and ho was to revictual at Fort Enterprise, a station two hundred

miles further to the north-west, on the shores of the Snare Lake.

By travelling at the rate of fifteen miles a day the Lieutenant

hoped to halt there about the beginning of May.

From this pouit the expedition was to take the shortest route

to Cape Bathurst, on the North American coast. It was agreed

tliat in a year Captain Craventy should send a convoy with provi-

sions to Cape Bathurst, and that a detachment of the Lieutenant's

men was to go to meet this convoy, to guide it to the spot where

the new fort was to be en.'cted. This plan was a guarantee against

any adverse circumstances, and left a means of communication with

their fellow-creatures open to the Lieutenant and his voluntary com-

panions in exile.

On the 16th April dogs and sledges were awaiting the travellers

at the postern gate. Captain Craventy called the men of the party

together and said a few kind words to them. He urged them

above all things to stand by one another in the perils they might

be called upon to meet; reminded them that the enterprise upon

which they were about to enter required self-denial and devotion,

and that submission to their officers was an indispensable condition

of success. Cheers greeted the Captain's speech, the adicux were

quickly made, and each one took his place in the sledge assigned

to him. Jaspar Hobson and Sergeant Long went first ; then i\Irs

Paulina Barnett and Madge, the latter dexterously wielding the long

Esquimaux whip, terminating in a stiff thong. Thomas Black and

one of the soldiers, the Canadian, Petersen, occupied the third

sledge ; and the others followed. Corporal and !Mrs Joliffe bringing

up tlic rear. According to the orders of Lieutenant Hobson, eacli

driver kept as nearly as possible at the same distance from the
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in-ccetling slodge, so as t.. avoid all confu«ion-a neccs.sary prt-cau-
tiun, as a culhsiou betwcon fvo sledges going at full sn.ed, luL-ht
have luid disastrous results.

Ou leaving Fort Jldiauce, Jaspar ITobson at onr. directed hia
course towards the uortli-we.t. Tlie first thing to be done Avas to
cross the hirge river eonnectiug Lakes Slave and Wohnsloy, which
was, however, still fro.en so hard as to be undistiugui«hablo fron. thev.st^^hIte plains around. A uniform carj-et of snow covered thewhole country, and the sledges, drawn by their swift tean>l s, drapidly over the iinn smooth surface. ' ^

The weather was fine, but still very cold. The sun, scarce aboveho horizon, described a lengthened curve
; and its rav „ rellected m

.ui s lucd, and this lessened the severity of the cold, althou-di thorapid pace o the sledges through the keen atmosph re mu t hbeen trying o any one not inured to the rigour of a Pohir cliniaitA good beginning, said Jaspar Hobsou to the Ser^^eant whosat motionless beside him as if rooted to his seat ;
'« the Jourly 1 scommenced favourably. The sky is cloudless, th temp nu^ pro

intious, our ecpupages shoot along like cxprJss traiiis,^a Is I , ,
as this fine weather lasts we shall get on capitally. V d y uthink, Sergeant Long ?

" '".ituo^ou

c2lZ:^ ^0

J^Lieutenant," replied tho Sei^eant, who never

''Like myself. Sergeant, you are determined to. push on as farnorth as possiWe are you not r' resumed Lieutenant Hobson.

^^

lou have but to command to be obeyed, Lieutenant."

Would t^t
^;

Sergeant; I k„..w that with y<,u to hear is to obey.M ould tl at all our men understood as you do the importance ofour mission, and would devote themselves body and soul o tl^interests of the Company. Ah, Sergeant Long' Im f ^you an impossible order " ^

;' Lieutenant, there is no such thing as an impossible order."
Uhat? Suppose now I ordered you to go to the North Pole ?"
Lieutenant, I should go \"

;;

And to come back ! '' ad.led Jaspar Hobson with a smile.
I should come back," replied Sergeant Long simi-ly.

During this colloquy between Lieutenant Hobson and his Serc^eant

-...Aui .,na .Madgu also exchanged a few sentences. These two
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intrepid wnnion, in their otter-skin caps and vhite bear-skin mantles,

gazed in astonishment npon tlie rugged scenery around them, and at

the white outlines of the liugc ghiciers standing out against the hori-

zon. Tlioy had already left behind them the hills of the northern

banks of the Slave Lake, with their sunnnits crowned with the gaunt

skeletons of trees. The vast plains stretched before them in a^)-

parently endless succes.sion. The rapid flight and cries of a few

birds of passage alone broke the monotony of the scene. Now and

then a troop of swans, with plumage so white that tho keenest sight

could not distinguish them from the snow when they settled ou

the r'round, rose into view in the clear blue atmosphere and pur-

sued their journey to the north.

" What an extraordinary country !
" exclaimed Mrs Paulina Ear-

nctt. " What a difl'erence between these Tolar regions and the green

prairies of Australia ! You remember, ]\Iadge, how we sulTered from

the heat ou the shores of the Gulf of Carpentaria—you remember

the cloudless sky and the parching sunbeams 1

"

"My dear," replied Madge, " I have not the gift of remembering

like you. You retain your impressions, I forget mine."

" What, Madge !
" cried Mrs Earnett, " you have forgotten the

tropical heat of India and Australia 1 You have no recollection of

our agonies when water failed us in the desert, when the pitiless

sun .scorched us to the bone, when even the night brought us no

relief from our sufferings !

"

" No, Paulina," replied ]\ladge, wrapping her furs more closely

round her, " no, I remember nothing. How could I now recollect

the sufferings to which you allude—the heat, the ag(nues of thirst

^vhen we are surrounded on every side by ice, and I have but to

stretch my arm out of this sledge to pick up a handfid of snow 1

You talk to me of heat when we are freezing beneath our bear-

skins
;
you recall the broiling rays of the sun when its April beams

cannot melt the icicles on our lips ! No, child, no, don't try to per-

suade me it 's hot anywhere else ; don't tell me I ever complained

of being too warm, for I sha'n't believe you !

"

Mrs Paulina Barnctt could not help smiling.

** So, poor liladge," she said, " you ai t very cold !

"

" Yes, child, I am cold ; but I rather li.te this climate. I 've no

doubt it's very healthy, and I think North America will agree with

me. Tt '?. really a very fine country !

"

" Yes, Madge, it is a fine country, and we have as yet seen none
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tu
. ,

u.i.t until the winter shuts u.s in with its yi^auti. iccborrsurul th.clc covunn-^ of snow ; wait till tho northern ^.nus brc^ k o ^r-. -..l tho .l.wios of the, Aurora ]k.rculis and of the ph 1 ons^lkt,.. of tho l>ohu- sKies are spread out above our .^ Z,
11 wc have lived through the strange lo,,, six nmnths' u ',; I''^•" KHleod you will iniderstand the infinite virietv tl . V

iKMuty, of our Creator's handiwork -
" ^' '^" '"'""'°

Tl.us spoke Mr. Paulina Barnott, carried away by her vivid

lolirwl^h tiff
^'""

"V"'"""^
^'"^ '--''y ^ ^^'- ^^-^'

or e't L nf
'>';'""'' '''^""'^'''- ^'^'- -tl'"'^i-m got the better

iur to read the tm.clung poetry of the iee-bound north-the poetrvc nb.Hbe an the Sagas, and sung by tho bards of the tiuK \ f>ut Madge more matter of fact than her mistress, di. used tZherself neither the dangers of an expedition to tho Aiv c Ocnor tho suOonngs involved in wintering only thirtv d . s ..imost from the North Pole. ^ ^ ^ '''
*^''"

And indeed the most robust had sometimes sucenmbed to tho

^^r d^:^:'" j'
"'

r;"' t'
'-''y '^^''"^- -^^-^ ^^ ^ibeetle cl niato, Jaspar Jlobson had not, it is true to press on to

mi others ],ut after onco crossing the Aretic Cirele, there is littlo

d d u dnh of T" T'"''-
^^-"'^^^^^ ^''- J-1'-- Hobson

re ncmber that Iranklm and his unfortunate companions died ofcold and Imnger before they had penetrated beyond Gs'xi.:^

mJm- ?!''/'"' '^'' '''"^ "^ *^^^ «'"^oO occupie.I by }.{r andMsJohae. Perhaps the gallant Corporal had too often drunk tohe success of the expedition on starting ; for, strange to sa, 1 w 8

"tlnccs .

'^^^""' "'"'i'^ "''^^^^ extraordinary circum!

" No, Mrs Joliffe," he was saying, - no, you have nothin-^ to fear

de ttT-^r fT'f ^^ ^'"^^^^ ^''^" -^ Pony-carriageraiKuteae;u take me if I can t manage a team of do-'s '

"

I c o„'t questicm your skill," replied Mrs" Joliffe • " I only askyou not to go .0 fast. You are in front of the wholj carl::!;:;'
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and I hear Licutcnunt llubson calling out to you to rosuino your
l)ro[)(;r placo beliiiul.''

" Let him call, .Alns JolifTo, lot liim call."

And tlio Corporal, urging on his dogs with a fresh cut of tho
whip, dashed along at still greater speed.

" Take caro, Jolidc," repeated his little wife ;
" not so fast, wo

are going down hill."

" J)o\vn hill, Mrs Jnliiro ; you call that down hill? why, it's up
liill!"

*' I tell you wc are going down! " repeated poor [Nfrs Joliffe.

"And I tell you wo are going up ; look how the dogs pidl !
"

Whoever was right, tho dogs became uneasy. Tho ascent wa'?,

in fact, pretty steep; the sledge dashed along at a reckless pace, and
was already considerably in atlvance of the rest of the party. Mr
and Mrs Joliffo bumped up and down every instant, the surface of

the snow became more and more uneven, and the pair, flung first to

one side and then to the other, knocked against each other and tho

sledge, and were horribly bruised and shaken. But the Corjioral

would listen neither to the atlviee of his wife nor to the shouts of

Lieutenant Hobson. The latter, seeing tho danger of this reckless

course, urged ou his own animals, and the rest of the caravan fol-

lowed at a rapid pace.

Lut the Corporal became more and more excited—the speed of his

equipage delii;hted him. lie shouted, he <;csticulated, and flour-

ished liis long whip like an accomplished sportsman.

"Wonderful things these whii)s!" he cried ; "the Esquimaux
wield them with unrivalled skill !

"

" But you are not an Esquimaux ! " cried ;Mrs Joliffe, trying in

vain to arrest the arm of her imprudent husband.

"I have heard tell," resumed the Corporal—"I've heard tell that

the Esquimaux can touch any dog they like in any part, that they
can even cut out a bit of one of their ears with the stiff tlion^ at

the end of the whip. I am going to try."

" Don't try, don't try, Jolilic ! " screamed the poor little woman,
frightened out of her wits.

"Don't be afraid, j\Irs Joliffe, don't he afraid; I know what I can
do. The fifth dog on the right is misbehaving himself ; I will cor-

rect hini a little !

"

But Corporal Joliffe was evidently not yet enough of an Esqui-
maux to be able to muiiago the whip with its thong four feel longer



than the sledge ; for it unrolled with an ominous hiss, and rebound-

ing, twisted itself round Corporal Joliffe's own neck, sending his fur

cap into the air, perhaps with one of his ears in it.

At this moment the dogs flung themselves on one side, the sledgo

was overturned, and the pair were flung into the snow. Fortunately

it was thick and soft, so that they escaped unhurt. But what a

disgrace for the Corporal ! how reproachfully his little wife looked

at him, and how stern was the reprimand of LicTitenant Hobson !

The sledge was picked up, but it was decided that henceforth the

reins of the dogs, like those of the household, were to be in the

hands of Mrs Joliffe. The crest-fallen Corporal was obliged to sub-

mit, and the interrupted journey was resumed.

No incident worth mentioning occurred during the next fifteen

days. The weather continued favourable, the cold was not too

severe, and on the 1st May the expedition arrived at Fort Enter-

prise.
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CIIAPTEIl VI.

A WAPITI DUEL.

jWO hundred miles had been traversed since the expedition

left Fort Eeliance. The travellers, taking advantage of

the long twilight, pressed on day and night, and were
literally overcome with fatigue when they reached Fort Enterprise,

near the shores of Lake Snare.

This fort was no more than a depot of provisions, of little import-

ance, erected a few years before by the Hudson's Bay Company.
It served as a resting-place for the men taking the convoys of furs

from the Great Bear Lake, some three hundreu miles further to the

north-west. About a dozen soldiers formed the garrison. The fort

consisted of a wooden house surrounded by palisades. But few as

were the comforts it offered, Lieutenant Hobson's companions gladly

took refuge in it and rested there for two days.

The gentle influence of the Arctic spring was beginning to be
felt. Here and there the snow had melted, and the temperature of

the nights was no longer below freezing point. A few delicate

mosses and slender grasses clothed the rugged ground with their soft

verdure ; and from between the stones peeped the moist calices of

tiny, almost colourless, flowers. These faint signs of reawakening
vegetation, after the long night of winter, were refreshing to eyes

weary of the monotonous whiteness of the snow ; and the scattered

specimens of the Flora of the Arctic regions were welcomed with
delight.

lyirs Paulina Barnett and Jaspar Hobson availed themselves of

this leisure time to visit the shores of tho little lake. They were
both students and enthusiastic lovers of nature. Together they

wandered amongst the ice masses, already beginning to break up,

and the waterfalls created by the action of the rays of the sun.

The surface itself of Lake Snare was still intact, not a crack

denoted the approaching thaw ; but it was strewn with the ruins of

mighty icebergs, which assumed all manner of picturesque forms, and
c
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the beauty of wliicli was heightened when the light, diffracted by the
sharp edges of the ice, touched them with all manner of colours
One might have fancied that a rainbow, crushed in a powerful hand'
had been flung upon the ground, its fragments crossing each other
as they fell.

^^

''What a beautiful scene !

" exclaimed Mrs Paulina Barnett
Ihese prismatic effects vary at every change of our position.

Does It not seem as if we were bending over the opening of an
immense kaleidoscope, or are you already weary of a sight°so new
and interesting to me ?

"

"N-o, madam," replied the Lieutenant; "although I was born
and bred on this continent, its beauties never pall upon me. But if
your enthusiasm is so great when you see this scenery with the sun
shining upon it, what will it be when you are privileged to behold
the terrible grandeur of the winter? To ^v^n the truth, I think
the sun, so much thought of in temperate latitudes, spoils my Arctic
home. ""

''Indeed ("exclaimed Mrs Barnett, smiling ;;t the Lieutenant's
last remark; "for my part, I think the sun a cajjital travelling
companion, and I shall not be disposed to grumble at tht warmth
It gives even in the Polar regions !

"

" Ah, madam," replied Jaspar Hobson, " I am one of those who
thin^ It best to visit Russia in the winter, and the Sahara Desert
in the summer. You then see their peculiar characteristics to
advantage. The sun is a star of the torrid and temperate zones,
and IS out of place thirty degrees from the North Pole. The true
sky of this country is the pure frigid sky of winter, bright with
constellations, and sometimes flushed with the glory of the Aurora
Borealis. This land is the land cf the night, not of the day ; and
you have yet to make acquaintance with the delights and marvels of
the long Polar night,"

" Have you ever visited the temperate zones of Europe and
America % " inquired :\Irs Barnett.

" Yes, madam
;
and I admired them as they deserved. But I

returned home with fresh love and enthusiasm for my native land.
Cold is my element, and no merit is due to me for braving it. It
lias no power over me ; and, like the Esquimaux, I can^iiv'e for
months together in a snow hut."

" Really, Lieutenant Hobson, it is quite cheering to hear our
dreaded enemy spokcu of in such terms. I hope to prove myself
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worthy to be your companion, and wherever you venture, wo will

venture together."

"I agree, madam, I agree; and may all the women and soldiers

accompanying me sliovv themselves as resolute as you. If so, (Jod
helping us, we shall indeed advance far."

" You have nothing to complain of yet," observed the lady.

"Not a single accident has occurred, the weather has been
propitious, the cold not too severe—everything has combined to
aid us."

"Yes, madam; but the sun which you admire so much will

soon create dilliculties lor us, and strew obstacles in our path."
" What do you mean, Lieutenant Hobson ?

"

" I mean that the heat will soon have changed the aspect of the
country ; that the melted ice will impede the sliding of the sledges •

that the ground will become rough and uneven; that our panting
dogs will no longer carry us along with the speed of an arrow

; tha"
the rivers and lakes will resume their liquid state, and that we shall

have to ford or go round them. All these changes, madam, due to

the influence of the solar rays, will cause delays, fatigue, and dan^'ers,

the very least of which will be the breaking of the brittle snow
beneath our feet, or the falling of the avalanches from the summits
of the icebergs. For all this we have to thank the gradual rise of

the sun higher and higher above the horizon. Bear this in mind,
madam : of tl e four elements of- the old creation, only one is

necessary to us here, the air ; the other three, fire, earth, and water,

are de tvoj) in the Arctic regions."

Of course the Lieutenant was exaggerating, and Mrs Barnctt
3ould easily have retorted with counter-arguments ; but she liked

to hear his raptures in praise of his beloved country, and she felt

that his enthusiasm Was a guarantee that he would shrink from no
obstacle.

Y^et Jaspar Ilobson was right when he said the sun would
cause dilliculties. This was seen when the party set out a^ain on
the 4th May, three days later. The thermometer, even in the coldest

part of the night, marked more than 32'' Fahrenheit. A complete
thaw set in, the vast white sheet of snow resolved itself into water.
The irregularities of the rocky soil caused constant jolting of the
sledges, and the passengers were roughly shaken. The roads were
so heavy that the dogs had to go at a slow trot, and the reins were
therefore again entrusted to the hands of the imprudent Corporal
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Joliffe. Neither shout.s nor flouri^hings of tlio whip ha.l the
ellect on the jaded animals.

From time to time

slightest

a liffl r,M^""'
*';' t'-'-^vellors lightened the sledges by wnlkinffa httle way This mode of locomotion suited the hn.Tt...- who we^now gnulua ly approaching the best districts for ,amc in Ih Xof Knghsh America. Mrs Paulina Barnett and Alad^o took a Tnt

ence to all athletic exercise. He had not come all this distance to huntthe polecat or the ermine, but merJy to look at the moon at the mon ent when her disc should cover that of the sun. When the qu ono the night rose above the horizon., the impatient astronomer '"aid^aze at iier with eager eyes, and one day the Lieutenant said to him-
It would be a bad look-out for you, Mr Black, if by any un-

^^UmJ' """ ''""'' '"' '' '"^ ^"^ appointment on the

"Lieutenant TFobson," gravely replied the astronomer, "if themoon were guilty of such a breach of good manners, I should indeedhave cause to complain."

The chief hunters of the expedition were the soldiers iMarbre andbabine, bo h very expert at their business. Their skill was won-
derful; and the cleverest Indians would not have surpassed themin keenness of sight, precision of aim, or manual address. Theywere aldce trappers and hunters, and were acquainted with all thenets and snares for taking sables, otters, wolves, foxes, bears, &cNo artifice was unknown to them, and Captain Craventy had shown

liUlItfor
'"

'^ *'"'' "''"^ intelligent men to accompany the

Whilst on the march, however, Marbre and Sabine had no timefor setting traps. They could not separate from the otiiers for morethan an hour or two at a time, ar.d were obliged to be content withthe game which passed within range of their rifles. Still they were
for unate enough to kill two of ne large American ruminantsseldom met with in such elevated latitudes.

'

On the morning of the 15tli May the hunters asked permission
to follow some fresh traces they had found, and the Lieutenant not
only granted it, but himself accompanied them with Mrs Paulina
Barnett, and they went several miles out of their route towards the
east.

The impressions were evidently the result of the passage of about
half-a-dozen large deer. There could b. no mistake ul, -ut it; Marbre



slightest

wnlkirig

lio were

whole

: a great

indiffor-

to hunt

ihe uio-

e queen

r would

him

—

my nil-

on the

'if tlie

indeed

>re and

i woa-

them

They

ill the

I'S, (fee.

::ibown

ly the

' time

more

with

' were

lants,

ssion

it not

ulina

3 the

ibout

irbre

*,_*. %K..



A WAPITI DVEL.—Page 37.



yt IVAP/TI DUEL.
37

and Siibiiic wcro positive on tliat point, and could even have named
the species to which the animals belongod.

" You seem surprised to have met with traces of these animals
here, Lieutenant," said Mrs IJarnett.

"Well, madam," replied Hobson, ''this species is rarely seen
beyond 57" N. hit. We generally hunt them at the south of tlie

Slave Lake, where tliey feed upon the shoots of willows and poplars,
and certain wild roses to which they are very partial."

" I suppose these creatures, like those with valuable furs, have
fled from the districts scoured by the hunters."

" I sec no otiier explanation of tlioir presence at G5° N. lat.,"
replied the Lieutenant—" that is, if the men are not mistaken as to
the origin of the footprints."

"No, no, sir," cried Sabine; " Marbre a.id I are not mistaken
These traces were .'eft by deer, the deer we hunters call red deer,
and the natives wajjitia."

"He is quite right," added Marbre ; "old trappers like us are not
to be taken in

; besides, don't you hear that peculiar whistlin"
sound?" °

Tlie party had now reached the foot of a little hill, and as the
snow had almost disappeared from its sides they were able to climb
it, and hastened to the summit, the peculiar whistling noticed by
Marbre becoming louder, mingled with cri^-. xcsembling the brayin.'
of an ass, and proving that the two hunters were not mistaken. °

Once at the top of the hill, the adventurers looked eagerly tovvards
the east. The unduhiting plains were still white with snow, but its
dazzling surface was here and there relieved with patches of stunted
light green vegetation. A few gaunt shrubs stretched forth their
bare and shrivelled branches, and huge icebergs with precipitous
sides stood out against the grey background of the sky.

" Wapitis
! wapitis 1—there they are !

" cried Sabine and Marbre
at once, pointing to a group of animals distinctly visible about a
quarter of a mile to the east.

" What are they doing ? " asked ^frs TJurnett.

"They are fighting, madam," replied Hobson ; "they always do
when the heat of the Polar sun inflames their blood—another
deplorable result of the action of the radiant orb of day !

"

From where they stood the party could easily watch the group
of wapitis. They were fine specimens of the family of deer known
under the various names of stags with rounded antlers, American

mml
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Stags, roebucks, grey elks and red elks, &o. These graceful creatures
have slender legs and brown skins with patches of red hair, tho
colour of which b'^comes darker in the warmer season. The fierce
males are easily distinguished from the females by their fine white
antlers, the latter being entirely without these ornaments. These
wapitis were once very numerous all over North America, and the
United States imported a great many; but clearings were begun on
every side, the forest trees fell beneath the axe of the pioneer of
civilisation, and the wapitis took refuge in the more peaceful dis-
tricts of Canada; but they were soon again disturbed, and wandered
to the shores of Hudson's Bay. So that although the wapiti thrives
in a cold country, Lieutenant Hobson was right \\\ sayin^ that it
seldom penetrates beyond 57° N. latitude ; and the specinTens now
found had doubtless fled before the Chippeway Indians, who hunt
them without meicy.

The wapitis were so engrossed in their desperate struggle that
they were unconscious of the approach of the hunters ; but Miey
would probably not have ceased fighiing had they been aware of it.

:\Iarbre and Sabine, aware of their peculiarity in this respect, m\»\t
therefore have advanced fearlessly upon them, and have taken Tim
at leisure.

Lieutenant Hobson suggested that they should do so.
"Beg pardoa, sir," replied Marbre; "but let us spare our pow-

der and shot. These beasts are engaged in a war to the death, and
we shall arrive m plenty of time to pick up the vanquished."
"Have these wapitis a ccmnercial value?" asked Mrs Paulina

Barnett.

"Yes, madam," replied Hobson; "and their skin, which is not
quite so thick as that of the elk, properly so called, makes very
valuable leather. By rubbing this skin with the fat and brains of
the animal itself, it is rendered flexible, and neither damp nor dry-
ness injures it. The Indians are therefore always eager to procure
the skins of the wapitis."

" Does not the flesh make admirable venison ?

"

" Pretty good, madam
; only pretty good. It is tough, and does

not taste very nice
; the fat becomes hard directly it is taken from

the fire, and sticks to the teeth. It is certainly inferior as an article
of food to the flesh of other deer ; but when meat is scarce we are
glad enough to eat it, and it supports life as well as anything
else." ^ °

^
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i

Mrs Barnett and Lieutenant Hobson had been chatting together

for some minutes, when, with the exception of two, the wapitis

suddenly ceased fighting. Was their rage satiated? or had they

perceived the hunters, and felt the approach of danger 1 Whatever

the cause, all but two fine creatures fled to-vards the east with

incredible speed ; in a few instants they were out of sight, and the

swiftest horse could not have caught them up.

Meanwhile, however, two magnificent specimens remained on the

field of battle. Heads down, antlers to antlers, hind legs stretched

and quivering, they butted at each other without a moment's

pause. Like two wrestlers struggling for a prize which neither will

yield, they would not separate, but whirled round and round to-

gether on their front legs as if riveted to one another.

" What implacable rage ! " exclaimed Mrs Barnett.

" Yes," replied the Lieutenant ; " the wapitis really are most

spiteful beasts. I have no doubt they are fighting out an old

quarrel."

"Would not this be the time to appt ach them, when they are

blinded with rage?

"

" There 's plenty of time, ma'am," said Sabine ;
" they won't

escape us now. They will not stir from where they are when we
are three steps from them, the rifles at our shoulders, and our

fimzers on the triggers !

"

"Indeed?"
" Yes, madam," added Hobson, who had carefully examined the

wapitis after the hunter's remark ;
" and whether at our hands or

from the teeth of wolves, those wapitis will meet death where they

now stand,"

"I don't understand what you mean, Lieutenant," said Mrs

Barnett.

" Well, go nearer, madam," he repL'ed ; " don't bo afraid of

startling the animals ; for, as our huntcir says, they are no longer

capable of flight."

The four now descended the hill, and in a few minutes gained

the theatre of the struggle. The wapitis had not moved. They
wt^e pusliing at each other like a couple of rams, and seemed to be

inseparably glued together.

In fact, in the heat of the combat the antlers of the two creatures

had become entangled together to sucli an extent that they could

no longer separate without breaking .era. This often happens in

WW^m^'^^^fT'^'vxmrJ'-^/'' m^
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the hunting districts. It is not at all uncommon to find antlers
thus connected lying on the ground; the poor encumbered animals
soon die hunger, or tliey become an easy prey to ^vild boasts.

M.TC tl r' T.
'"^ '" '^' ^^=^' ^'''''''' '^'' ^^^Pitis

;
andMarbre and bakne taking immediate possession, carried off their

skins to be subsequently prepared, leaving their bleeding carcasses
to be devoured by wolves and bears.



CHAPTER VII.

THE ARCTIC CIRCLE.

^JtlE expedition continued to .idvance towards the north-

^ih^ west ; but the great inequalities of the ground made it

^^:J*^ hard work for the dogs to get ak)ng, and the poor creatures,

who coukl hardly be held in when they started, were now quiet

enough. Eight or ten miles a day were as nmch as they could accom-

plish, although Lieutenant llobson urged them on to the utmost.

He was anxious to get to Fort Confidence, on the further side of the

Great Bear Lake, where he hoped to obtain some useful information.

Had the Indians frequenting the northern banks of the lake been

able to cross the districts on the shores of the sea ? was the Arctic

Ocean open at this time of year % These were grave questions, the

reply to which would decide the fate of the new factory.

Tlie country through wliich the little troop was now passing was

intersected by numerous streams, mostly tributaries of the two

large rivers, the Mackenzie and Coppermine, which flow from the

south to the north, and empty themselves into the Arctic Ocean.

Lakes, lagoons, and numerous pools are formed between these two

principal arteries ; and as they were no longer frozen over, the

sledges could not venture upon them, and were compelled to go

round them, wliieh caused considerable delay. Lieutenant llobson

was certainly right in sa} aig that winter is the time to visit the

hyperborean regions, for they are then far easier to traverse. Mrs

Paulina Barnett had reason to own the justice of this assertion more

than once.

This region, included in the " Cursed Land," was, besides,

completely deserted, as are the greater portion of the districts of

the extreme north of America. It has been estimated that there is

but one inhabitant to every ten square miles. Besides the scattered

natives^ there are smue few thousand agents oi soldiers of the

different fur-trading conipanies ; but they mostly congregate in the

southern districts and about the various factories. No human



footprints glMfldcncd the oyoa of the tnivcllors, the only traces on
tlie saiuly soil wore those of runiiiiiuita and rodents. Now and then
Ji fierce polar bear was seen, and I\[r,s I'anlina Barnett exnre.ssed her
surprise at not meeting more of these terrible carnivorous beasts of
M'hose daily attacks on whalers and persons shipwrooked in ]'>aflin's

Bay and on the coasts of Greenland and Spitzber^on sho had read
in ilie accounts iff those who had wintered in the An'ti<! regions.

^

" Wait for the winter, madam," rei)lied the Lieutejiant ; " wait
till the cold makes them Imngry, and then you will porha2)s see as
many as you care about !

"

On the 23d May, after a long n,id fatiguing journey, the expe-
dition at last reached the Arcf i*; Circle. Wo kiiow that this lati-

tude 23°27'57" from the North Pole, forms the mathematical limit
beyond which the rays of the sun do not penetrate in the winter,
when the northern districts of the globe are turned away from tiie

orb of day. Here, then, the travellers entered the true Arctic
region, the northern Frigid Zone.

The latitude had been very carefully obtained by means of most
accurate instruments, which were liandled with e(pial skill by the
astronomer and by Lieutenant Ilobson. Mrs Barnett v-i-; present
at the oi)eration, and liad the satisfaction of hearing that she was at
last about to cross the Arctic Circle. It was with a feeling of just
pride that she received the intelh'gence.

'' You have already passed through the two Torrid Zones in your
previous journeys," said the Lieutenant, " and now yon are on the
verge of the Arctic Circle. Few explorers have ventured into such
totally diileront regions. Some, so to speak, have a specialty for
hot countries, and choose Africa or Australia as the field for their
investigations. Such were ]5arth. Burton, Livingstone, Speke,
Douglas, Stuart, &c. Others, on the contrary, have a passion for
the Arctjc regions, still so little known. "Mackenzie, Franklin,
Peimy, Kane, Parry, Bae, etc., preceded us on our present journey

;

but we must congratulate '//on, ]\Irs Pjariiett, on being a more
cosmopolitan traveller than all of them.''

"I must see everything, or at least try to see everything,
Lieutenant," replied Mrs Paulina; "and I tiiink the dangers an^'d

diflicultios are about equal everywhere. Although we have not to
dread the fevers of the unhealthy torri.l regions, or the attacks of
the fierce black races, in this Frigid Zone, the cold is a no less formid-
able enemy; and I suspect that the white bears we are liable to meet

i f!
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with hero will give us quito us w.'inii a reception as would tho

li^i^'ors of Thibet or the lions uf Africa. In Torrid and Frigid Zones

uliko tliero are vast unexplored tracts which will long defy tlio

oIYortH of the bol'lcst adventurers."

"Yes, madam," replied Jaspar llobson ; "but I think tho

hyperborean regions will longer resist thorough exploration. Tho

natives arc tho chief ob.stacle in tropical regions, and I am well

awaro 'low many travellers have fallen victiins to savages. But

civilisation will necessarily subdue tlio wild races sooner or later;

whereas in the Arctic and Antarctic Zones it is not the inhabitants

who arrest the progress of the explorer, but Nature lierself who

re{)els those who approach her, and paralyses their energies with the

bitter cold !

"

" Ytiu tliink, then, that tho .secn^ts of the most remote districts of

Africa and Australia will have been fathomed before the Frigid Zone

has been entirely examined ]
"

'* Yes, madam," replied the Lieutenant; " and I think my oplni(/u

is founded on facts. The most intrepid discoverers of tho Arctic

regions—Parry, Penny, Franklin, MHJiure, Kane, and Morton—did

not get beyond 83'' north latitude, seven degrees from tho pole

—

whereas Australia has several times been crossed from south to

north by the bold Stuart ; and even Africa, with all its terrors, w«3

traversed by Livingstone from the P>;iy of Loanga to the mouth of

tho Zand)esi. We are, therefore, nearer to geographical knowledge

of the ecpiatorial countries than of the Polar districts-.'."

" Do you think that the Pole itself will ever be reached by min 1

"

inquired ^Irs I'aulina Barnett.

"Certainly," replied llobson, adding with a smile, "by man or

woman. But I think other means must be tried of rea(^hing thin

point, where all the meridians of tho globe cross each other, than

those hitherto adopted by travellers. Wo hear of tlie open sea, of

which certain explorers are said to have car.ght a gli)n[(,so. But if

such a sea, free from ice, really exist, it is very ditlicult to get at, and

no one can say i)ositively whether it extends to the North Pole. For

my piut, i think an open sea would increase rather than les.-en the

didiculties of exph)rers. x\s for mo, I would rather count upon firm

footing, whelher on ice or rock, all the wa " '
» en I would organise

successive expeditions, establishing dej 'its t provisions and fuel

ncai'er and nearer to the Pole; and so, with plenty of time, plenty of

money, and perhaps the sacrifice of a good many lives, I should in

I !
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tho end solve tl.o grout scientific- pn.l.lom. I .sliould, I think, at last
rcuch tlio liitiierto iiiaocos.si'ole l'ou! '

"

"I tliink you iiie right, Licutonunt," sfvid Mrs IWiiett • "a.ulif
ever ycni try the oxporiiuent, I should not bo afraid to join 'you -md
would gladly go to set up tlio Union Jack at tho Nortii Polo. 'iJut
that is not our present object."

"Not our immiJiaU' object, madam," replied Tlobson • "but
uhen once the projects of the C^)ii.pany are realised, when tho new
fort has been erected on tho conlines of tho American couii lent it
may become the natural starting-point of all expediticms to the
norih. IJesules, should tho fur-yichling animals, too zealously
hunted, take refuge at the Pole, we should have to follow them "

"Unless costly furs should go out of fashion," replied Mrs
Barnett.

"O madam," cried iiio Lieutenant, " there will alwavs be some
IM-etty woman whose wish for a sable mufF .r an ermine tippet
must be gralided !"

" I am afraid so," said .M.-. IWnett, lau^uhing ; "an<l probably the
first discoverer of tho I'ole wi.l have been led thither in pursuit of a
sable or a silver fox."

" That is my linn conviction," replied Ilobson. " Such is human
nature, and greed of gain will always carry a man furtl.er than zeal
MX science.

" What
! do you utter such sentiments ?

" exclaimed iMrs ]]arnett
"Uell, madam, what am .1 but an anploifc oi the Hudson's J>,ay

Company? and does the Comi.any risk its cai.ital and agents with
any other hope than an increase of profits %

"

"Lieutenant Ilobson," said Mrs JJarnett, "I think I know you
well enough to assert that on occasion you would be ready to devote
body and soul to science. If a purely geographical question called
you to the R.le, I feel sure you would not hesitate to go ]hit

'

she ;.dded, with a smile, "tho solution of this great problem is
^tiUfar distant. AVe have but jnst reached the verge of the
Arctic Circle, but I hope we may cross it without any very .^reit
ditricnlty." ^ a '

" That I fear is doubtful," said the Lieutenant, who had been
attentively examining the sky during their conversation. "The
weather has looked threatening for the last few days. Look at the
uniformly grey hue of the heavens. That mist will presently resolve
Itself into .now; and if the wind should rise ever so little, we bhall

^'^w i
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have to battle with a fearful storm. I wish wo were at the Great

Bear Lake !

"

" Do not let us lose any timo, then," said Mrs Ikrnett, rising
;

" give tlio signal to start at once."

The Lieutenant needed no urging. Had he been alone, or accom-

panied by a few ww.w as energetic as himself, ho would have pressed

on day and night ; but ho was obliged to make allowance for tlio

fatigue of others, although he never Ki)ared himself. He therefore

granted a few hours of rest to his little party, and it was not until

three in the afternoon that they again set out.

Jaspar llobson was not mistaken in prophesying a change in the

weather. It came very soon. During the al'ternoon of the same day

the mist became thicker, and assumed a yellowish and threatening

hue. The Lieutenant, altlifiugh very unea-;}, allowed none of his

anxiety to apiiear, but had a long consultation with Sergeant Long

whilst the dogs of his sledge were laboriously preparing to start.

Unfortunately, the district now to be traversed was very un-

suitable for sledges. The ground was very uneven ; ravines were of

freipu'nt occurrence; and masses of granite or half-thawed icebergs

blocked up the road, causing constant delay. The poor d')gs did

their best, but the drivers' whips no longer produced any edect

upon them.

And so tlie Jiieutenant and liis men were oft(!n obliged to walk

to rest the exhausted animals, to push the sledges, or even sometimes

to lift them when the roughness of the ground threatened to upset

them. The incessant fatigue was, however, borne by all without a

murmur. Thomas Black alone, absorbed in his one idea, never got

out of his sledge, and indeed ho was so corpulent that all exertion

was disagreeable to him.

The nature of the .soil changed from the moment of entering the,

Arctic Circle. Some geological convulsion had evidently upheaved

the enormous blocks strewn upon the surface:. The vegetation, too,

was of a more distinctive character. Wherever they were sheltered

fro.n the keen north winds, the thinks of the hills were clothed not

only with sh-nbs, but with large trees, all of tlic same species—pines,

willows, and lirs—proving by their presence that a certaia amount

of vegetative force is retained even in the Frigid Zone. Jaspar

llobson hoped to find such specimens of the Arctic Flora even on

the verge of the Polar Se!\ , for those trees would supply him with

wood to build Lis fort, and fuel to warn! its inhabitants. The
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.same tlioui^lit p.'i.sst'd tliroiii;!! tlio minds of his oompaiiions, ami
llioy (-(Hihl iiotlicli) w()iul('rin.L,';it tlu- cuiilraHt bolwocii this comitam-
tivi'iy I'citilc iTL,'ion, jiiul tlu! loii^ white phiiiis stretching between
the Great Shivo Lalce uu'l I'\irt I']nter[)rise.

At night t.lie yeHow mist beeamo more opaque
; the wind rose,

the sm)w began to fall in large (hikes, an-l the grouml was soon
eovered with a lliiek' while earpet. In less than an hour the snow
was a foot (h'ep, and as it did not freeze but remained in a liquid
state, the sh<dges eouhl only advanee with extreme dillleulty

; the
curved iVoids stuek in the soft substance, and the dogs were obliged
to stop again and again.

Towards eight o'clock in the evening the wind became very
boisterou:.. The snow, driven before it, was Ihnig upon the ground
or win 'leil ii. the air, forming one luige whirlpool, 'i'he dogs,
beaten back by I he squall and blinded with snow, coiilil

advan'\: no further. The party was then in a narrow gorge between
huge iccborgs, over which the storm raged with " fearful fury.
I'ieees of ice, broken oil" by the hurricane, were hurhd into the pass

;

partial avalanches, smy one of which could have crushed the sledges
and their inmates, added to its dangers, aihl lo press on became
inqiossible. The Lieutenant no h)nger insisted, and after consulting
with Serg(ant Long, gave the order to halt. It was iu)W^ necessary
to lind a shelter from the snow-drift; but this was no diflicult

matter to men accustomed to Polar expeditions. ,)asi)ar ]|obson
and Ids men knew well what they had to do under the circumstances.
It was not the first time they had been surpiiscd by a tenq.est some
hundred nules from the forts of the CV)mi)auy, without so much as
an K^quimaux hut or Indian hovel in which to lay their heads.
"To the icebergs! to the icebergs !

" cried Jaspar llobson.

Every one understood what he meant. Snow houses were to be
liollowed out of the frozen masses, or rather holes were to be dug,
in which each person could cower until the st(n-m was over. Kiuves
and hatchets were soon at work on the brittle masses of ice, and in
three-(piarters of an hour sonu> ten dens had been scooi)ed out largo
enough to contain two or three persons each. The dogs were left

to themselves, their own instinct leading them to find sullicient

shelter under the snow.

Lefore ten o'clock all the travellers were crouching in the snow
houses, in groups of two or three, each choosing congenial com-
panioiis. Mrs Baruett, Madge, and Lieutenant llubson occupied

'U
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one hut, Thomas Bhick and Sergeant Long another, and so on.

These retreats were warm, if not comfortable ; and the Esquimaux

and Indians have no other refuge even in the bitterest cold. The

adventurers could therefore fearlessly await the end of the storm

as long as they took care not to let the openings of their holes

become blocked up with the snow, which they had to shovel away

every half hour. So violent was the storm that even the Lieutenant

and his soldiers could scarcely set foot outside. Fortunately, all

were provided with sufficient food, and were able to endure their

beaver-like existence without suffering from cold or hunger.

For forty-eight hours the fury of the tempest continued to increase.

The wind roared in the narrow pass, and tore off the tops of the

icebergs. Loud reports, repeated twenty times by the echoes, gave

notice of the fall of avalanches, and Jaspar Hobson beu,ua to fear

thi't his further progress would be barred by the masses of debris

accumulated between the mountains. Other sounds mingled with

these reports, which Lieutenant Ilobson knew too well, and he did

not disguise from Mrs Barnett that bears were prowling about the

pass. But fortunately these terrible animals were too much occupied

with their own concerns to discover the retreat of the travellers
;

neither the dogs nor the sledges, buried in the snow, attracted their

attention, and they passed ori without doing any harm.

The last night, that of the 25th or 26th May, was even more

terrible. So great was the fury of the hurricane that a general

overthrow of icebergs appeared imminent. A fearful death would

then have awaited the unfortunate travellers beneath the ruins of the

broken masses. The blocks of ice cracked with an awful noise, and

certain oscillations gave warning that breaches had been made
threatening their solidity. However, no great crash occurred, the

huge mountains remained intact, and towards the end of the night

one of those sudden changes so frequent in the Arctic regions tool:

place ; the tempest ceased suddenly beneath the influence of intense

cold, and with the first dawn of day peace was restored.

jK^m^ft
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CHAPTER Vlir.

THE GREAT BEAR LAKE.

^^rilS sudden increase of cold was most fortunate. Even in

t%p temperate climes there are generally tliree or four bitter
^iS^ days in May ; and they were most serviceable now in con-
solidating the freshly-fallen snow, and making it practicable for
sledges. Lieutenant Hobson, therefore, lost no time in resuming
his journey, urging on the dogs to their utmost ^peed.

°

The route was, however, slightly changed. Instead of bearing due
north, the expedition advanced towards the west, following so to
speak, the curve of the Arctic Circle. The Lieutenant was most
anxious to reach Fort Confidence, built on the northern extremity
of the Great Bear Lake. These few cold days were of the greatest
service to him

;
he advanced rapidly, no obstacle was encountered,

and his little troop arrived at the ftxctory on the 30th May.
At this time Forts Confidence and Good Hope were the most

advanced posts of the Company in the north. Fort Confidence was
a most important position, built on the northern extremity of the
lake, close to its waters, which being frozen over in winter, and
navigable in summer, afforded easy access to Fort Franklin, on
the southern shores, and promoted the coming and going of 'the
Indian hunters with their daily spoils. Many were the\untin^
and fishing expeditions which started from Forts Confidence and
Good Hope, especially from the former. The Great Bear Lake is
quite a Mediterranean Sea, extending over several degrees of latitude
and longitude. Its shape is very irregular : two promontories jut
into It towards the centre, and the upper portion forms a triangle

;
Its appearance, as a whole, much resembling the extended skin of a
ruminant without the head.

Fort Confidence was built at the end of the " right paw," at least
two hundred miles from Coronation Gulf, one of the numerous
estuaries which irregularly indent the coast of North America. It
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was therefore situated beyond the Arctic Circle, but three degrees
south of the seventieth parallel, north of which the Hudson's°Bay
Company proposed forming a new settlement.

Fort Confidence, as a whole, much resembled otlier factories
further south. It consisted of a house for the officers, barracks for
the soldiers, and mn-azines for the furs—all of wood, surrounded
by palisades. The captain in command was then absent. He had
gone towards the east on a hunting expedition with a few Indians
and soldiers. The last season had not been good, costly furs had
been scarce

; but to make up for this the lake had supplied plenty
of otter-skins. The stock of them had, however, just been sent
to the central factories in the south, so that the magazines of Fort
Confidence were empty on the arrival of our party.

In the absence of the Captain a Sergeant did the honours of the
fort to Jaspar Hobson and his companions. This second officer,

Felton by name, was a brother-in-law of Sergeant Long. He
showed the greatest readiness to assist the views of the Lieutenant,
who being anxious to rest his party, decided on remaining two or
three days at Fort Confidence. In the absence ^ ' the little garrison
there was plenty of room, and dogs and men were soon comfortably
installed. The best room in the largest house was of course given
to Mrs Paulina Barnett, who was delighted with the politeness of
Sergeant Felton.

Jaspar Hobson's first care was to ask Felton if any Indians from
the north were then beating the shores of the Great Bear Lake

'^ Yes, Lieutenant," replied the Sergeant ; " we have just received
notice of the encampment of a party of Hare Indians on the other
northern extremity of the lake."

" How far from here % " inquired Hobson.
"About thirty miles," replied Serge.mt Felton. "Do you wish

to enter into communication with these Indians?"
" Yes," said Hobson ;

'' they may be able to give me some valuable
information about the districts bordering on the Arctic Ocean, and
bounded by Cape Bathurst. Should the site be favourable, I pro-
pose constructing our new fort somewhere about there."

" Well, Lieutenant, nothing is easier than to go to the Hare en-
campment."

" Along the shores of the lake ?

"

"No, across it ; it is now free from ice, and the wind is favour

D
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able. We will place a cutter and a boatman at your service, and
in a few hours you will be in the Indian settlement,"

" Thank you, Sergeant ; to-morrow, then."

"Whenever you like. Lieutenant."

The start was fixed for the next morning ; and when Mrs raullna
Barnett heard of the plan, she begged the Lieutenant to allow her to

accompany him, which of course he readily did.

But now to tell how the rest of this first day was passed. Jiirs

Barnett, IJob.son, two or three soldiers, Madge, Mrs Mac-Xab, and
Joliffe explored the shores of the lake under the guidance of Felton.

The neighbourhood was by no means barren of vegetation ; the hills,

now free from snow, were crowned by resinous trees of the Scotch
pine species. These trees, which attain a height of some forty feet,

supply the inhabitants of the forts with plenty of fuel througli the
long winter. Their thick trunks and dark gloomy branches form a
striking feature of the landscape ; but the regular clumps of ecpial

height, sloping down to the very edge of the water, are somewhat
monotonous. Between the groups of trees the soil was clothed with
a sort of whitish weed, which perfumed the air with a sweet thymy
odour. Sergeant Felton informed his guests that this plant was
called the " herb of incense " on account of the fragrance it emits
when burnt.

Some hundred steps from the fort the party came to a little

nn^ural harbour shut in by high granite rocks, which formed an
admirable protection from the heavy surf. Here was anchored the
tleet of Fort Confidence, consisting of a single fishing-boat—the
very one which was to take Mrs Barnett and Hobson to the Indian
encampment the next day. From this harbour an extensive view
was obtained of the lake ; its waters slightly agitated by the wind,
with its irregular shores broken by jagged capes and intersected by
creeks. The wooded heights beyond, with hero and there the rugged
(nitline of a floating iceberg standing out against the clear blue air,

formed the background on the north ; whilst on the south a regular

sea horizon, a circular line clearly cutting sky and water, and at this

moment glittering in the sunbeams, bounded the sight.

The whole scene was rich in animal and vegetable life. The
surface of the water, the shores strewn with flints and blocks of

granite, the slopes Avith their tapestry of herbs, the tree-crowned

hill-tops, were all alike frequented by various specimens of the

feathered tribe. Several varieties of ducks, uttering their different



THE GREA T DEAR LAKE. 51

and

',

cries and calls, eider ducks, whistlers, sjootted redshanks, "old
women," those loquacious birds whose beak is never closed, skimmed
the surface of the lake. Hundreds of puffins and guillemots with
outspread wings darted about in every direction, and beneath the

trees strutted ospreys two feet high—a kind of hawk with a grey
l)ody, blue beak and claws, and orange-coloured eyes, which build

their huge nests of marine plants in the forked branches of trees.

The hunter Sabine manuged to bring down a couple of these gigantic

ospreys, which measured nearly six feet from tip to tip of their wings,

and were therefore magnificent specimens of these migratory birds,

who feed entirely on fish, and take refuge on the shores of the Gulf
of Mexico when winter sets in, only visiting the higher latitudes of

North America during the short summer.

But the most interesting event of the day Avas the capture of an
otter, the skin of which was worth several hundred roubles.

The furs of these valuable amphibious creatures were once miach
sought after in China ; and although the demand for them has con-

siderably decreased in the Celestial Empire, they still command very

high prices in the Russian market. Russian traders, ready to buy
up sea-otter skins, travel all along the coasts of New Cornwall as

far as the Arctic Ocean ; and of course, thus hunted, the animal is

becoming very rare. It has taken refuge further and further north,

and the trackers have now to pursue it on the shores of the

Kamtchatka Sea, and in the islands of the Behring Archipelago.

"But," added Sergeant Felton, after the preceding explanation,

" American inland otters are not to be despised, and those which
frequent the Great Bear Lake are worth from .£50 to £G0 each."

The Sergeant was right ; magnificent otters are found in these

waters, and he himself skilfully tracked and killed one in the pre-

sence of his visitors which was scarcely inferior in value to those

from Kamtchatka itself. The creature measured three feet from
the muzzle to the end of its tail ; it had webbed feet, short legs, and
its fur, darker on the upper than on the under part of its body, was
long and silky.

" A good shot. Sergeant," said Lieutenant Hobson, who with Mrs
Barnett had been attentively examining the magnificent fur of the

dead animal.

" Yes, Lieutenant," replied Felton ; " and if each day brought us
such a skin as that, we should have nothing to complain of. But
much time is wasted in watching these animals, who swim and dive
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with marvellous rapidity. We generally hunt them at night, as they
very seldom venture from their homes in the trunks of trees or the
holes of rocks in the daytime, and even expert hunters find it very
difficult to discover their retreats."

" And are these otters also becoming scarcer and scarcer?" inquired
Mrs Barnett.

" Yes, madam," replied the Sergeant ; « and when this species
becomes extinct, the profits of the Company will sensibly decline.
All the hunters try to obtain its fur, and the Americans in particular
are formidable rivals to us. Did you not meet any American agents
on your journey up. Lieutenant 1

"

" Not one," replied Hobson. " Do they ever penetrate as far as
this ?

"

"Oh yes!" said the Sergeant; "and when you hear of their
approach, I advise you to be on your guard."

" Are these agents, then, highway robbers 1 " asked Mrs Paulina
Barnett.

"No, madam," replied tlia Sergeant; "but they are formidable
rivals, and when game is scarce, hunters often come to blows about
it. I daresay that if the Company's attempt to establish a fort on
the verge of the Arctic Ocean be successful, its example will at once
be followed by these Americans, whom Heaven confound !

"

"Bah!" exclaimed the Lieutenant; "the hunting districts are
vast, and there 's room beneath the sun for everybody. As for us,
let 's make a start to begin with. Let us press on as long as we have
firm ground beneath our feet, and God be with us !

"

After a walk of three hours the visitors returned to Fort Confi-
deuce, where a good meal of fish and fresh venisoA awaited them.
Sergeant Long did the honours of the table, and after a little
pleasant conversation, all retired to rest to forget their fatigues in a
healthy and refreshing sleep.

The next day, May 31st, Mrs Barnett and Jaspar Hobson were
on foot at five a.m. The Lieutenant intended to devote this day to
visiting the Indian encampment, and obtaining as much useful
information as possible. He asked Thomas Black to go with him,
but the astronomer preferred to remain on terra firma. He wished to
make a few astronomical observations, and to determine exactly the
latitude and longitude of Fort Confidence ; so that Mrs Barnett and
Jaspar Hobson had to cross the lake alone, under the guidance of an
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old boatman named Norman, who bad long been in the Company's

service.

The two travellers were accompanied by Sergeant Long as far as

the little harbour, where they found old Norman ready to embark.

Their little vessel was but an open fishing-boat, six feet long, rigged

like a cutter, which one rnan could easily manage. The weather

was beautiful, and the slight breeze blowing from the north-cast

was favourable to the crossing. Sergeant Felton took leave of his

guests with many apologies for being unable to accompany them in

the absence of his chief. The boat was let loose from its moorings,

and tacking to starboard, shot across the clear waters of the lake.

The little trip passed pleasantly enough. The taciturn old

sailor sat silent in the stern of the boat with the tiller tucked under

his arm. Mrs Barnett and Lieutenant Hobson, seated opposite to

each other, examined with interest the scenery spread out before

them. The boat skirted the northern shores of the lake at about

three miles' distance, following a rectilinear direction, so that the

wooded heights sloping gradually to the west were distinctly visible.

From this side the district north of the lake appeared perfectly flat,

and the horizon receded to a considerable distance. The whole

of this coast contrasted strongly with the sharp angle, at the

extremity of which rose Fort Confidence, framed in green pines.

The flag of the Company was still visible floating from the tower

of the fort. The oblique rays of the sun lit up the surface of the

water, and striking on the boating icebergs, seemed to convert

them into molten silver of dazzling brightness. No trace remained

of the solid ice-mountains of the winter but these moving relics,

which the solar rays could scarcely dissolve, and which seemed, as

it were, to protest against the brilliant but not very powerful Polar

sun, now describing a diurnal arc of considerable length.

IMrs Barnett and the Lieutenant, as was their custom, communi-

cated to each other the thoughts suggested by the strange scenes

through which they were passing. They laid up a store of pleasant

recollections for the future whilst the boat floated rapidly along

upon the peaceful waves.

The party started at six in the morning, and at nine they neared

the point on the northern bank at which they were to land. The
Indian encampment was situated at the north-west angle of the

Great Boar Lake. Before ten o'clock old Norman ran the boat

aground on a low bank at the foot of a cliff of moderate height.
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CHAPTER IX.

A STO/i.'if ON THF. LAKE.
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" Never mind about me, Lieutenant," she said ; " act as if I were

not present. Let us start immediately, as our brave guide suggests."

"We are off, then," cried Norman, letting go the moorings, "to
the fort by the shortest route."

For about an hour the bark made little head. The sail, scarcely

filled by the fitful broeze, flapped against the mast. The fog became
thicker. The waves began to rise and the boat to rock consider-

ably; for the approaching hurricane affected the water sooner than

the atmosphere itself. The two travellers sat still and silent, whilst

the old sailor peered into the darkness with bloodshot eyes.

Prepared for all contingencies, he awaited the shock of the Avind,

ready to pay out rapidly should the attack bo very violent. The
conflict of the elements had not, liowever, as yet commenced ; and all

would have been well if they had been able to advance, but after an

hour's sail they were sti . only about two hours' distance from the

Indian encampment, A few gusts of wind from the shore drove

them out of their course, and the dense fog rendered it impossible

for them to make out the coast-line. Should the wind settle in

the north it would probably go hard with the light boat, which,

unable to hold its OAvn course, would be drifted out into the lake

no one knew where.

"We are scarcely advancing at all," said the Lieutenant to old

Norman.
*' No, sir," replied Norman ; "the wl.id is not strong enough to fill

the sail, and if it were, I fear it comes from the wrong quarter. If

so," he added, pointing to the south, " we may see Fort Franklin

before Fort Confidence."

"Well," Slid Mrs Barnett cheerfully, "our trip will have been

all the niore complete. This is a magnificent hike, well Avorth ex-

ploring from north to south. I suppose, Norman, one might get

back even from Fort Franklin ?
"

"Yes, madam, if wc ever reach it," replie:! the old man. "But
tempests lasting fifteen days are by no means rare on this lake ; and
if our bad luck should drive us to the south, it may oe a month
before Lieutenant Hobson again sees Fort Confidence."

" Let us be careful, then," said the Lieutenant •. " for such a delay

would hinder our projects very much. Do the best you can under

the circumstances, and if you think it would be prudent, go back

to the north. I don't suppose Mrs Barnett would mind a walk of

twenty or twenty-five miles."
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" I should be glad enough to go back to the north, Lieuttnant,"

replied Norman, " if it were still possible. But look, the wind

seems likely to settle against us. All I can attempt is to get to the

cape on the north-east, and if it doesn't blow too hard, I hope to

succeed."

But at about half-past four the storm broke. The shrill whistling

of the wind was heard far above their heads, but the state of the

atmosphere prevented it from as yet descending upon the lake; this

was, however, only delayed for a brief space of time. The cries of

frightened birds flying through the fog mingled with the noise of

the wind. Suddenly the mist was torn open, and revealed low

jagged masses of rain-cloud chased towards the south. The fears

of the old sailor were realised. The Avind blew from the north,

and it was not long before the travellers learned the meaning of a

squall upon the lake,

" Look out !
" cried old Norman, tightening sail so as to get his

boat ahead of the wind, whilst keeping her under control of the

helm.

The squall came. It caught the boat upon the flank, and it was

turned over on its side ; but recovering itself, it was flung upon

the crest of a wave. The billows surged as if upon an open sea.

The waters of the lake not being very deep, struck against the

bottom and rebounded to an immense height.

" Help ! help ! '' cried old Norman, hurriedly struggling to haul

down his sail.

Mrs Barnett and Hobson endeavoured to come to his assistance,

but without success, for they knew nothing of the management of

a boat. Norman, unable to leave the helm, and the halliards

being entangled at the top of the mast, could not take in the sail.

Every moment the boat threatened to capsize, and heavy seas broke

over its sides. The sky became blacker and blacker, cold rain mingled

with snow fell in torrents, whilst the squall redoubled its fury, lash-

ing the crests of the waves into foam.

" Cut it ! cut it
!

" screamed Norman above the roaring of the

storm.

The Lieutenant, his cap blown away and his eyes blinded by the

spray, seized Norman's knife and cut the halliard like a harp-string

;

but the wet cordage no longer acted in the grooves of the pulleys, and
the yard remained attached to the top of the mast,

Norman, totally unable to make head against the wind, now
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resolved to tack about for the south, dangerous as it would be to

have the boat before the wind, pursued by waves advancing at

double its speed. Yes, to tack, although this course would probably

bring tliem all to the southern shores of the lake, far away from

their destination.

The Lieutenant and his brave companion were well aware of the

danger which threatened them. The frail boat could not long resist

the blows of the waves, it would either be crushed or capsized; the

lives of those within it were in the hands of God.

But neither yielded to despair; clinging to the sides of the boat, wet

to the skin, chilled to the bone by the cutting blast, they strove to

iraze through the thick mist and fog. All trace of the land had dis-

appeared, and so great was the obscurity that at a cable's length from

the boat clouds and waves could not be distinguished from each

other. Now and then the two travellers looked inquiringly into old

Norman's face, who, with teeth set and hands clutching the tiller,

tried to keep his boat as much as possible under wind.

But the violence of the squall became such that the boat could

not lonir maintain this course. The waves which struck its bow

would soon have inevitably crushed it ; the front planks were

already beginning to separate, and when its Avhole weight was

flung into the hollows of the waves it seemed as if it could rise no

more.

"We must tack, we must tack, whatever happens !
" murmured

the old sailor.

And pushing the tiller and paying out sail, he turned the head of

the boat to the south. The sail, stretched to the utmost, brought the

boat round with giddy rapidity, and the immense Avaves, chased by

the wind, threatened to engulf the little bark. This was the

great danger of shifting with the Avind right aft. The billows

hurled themselves in rapid succession upon the boat, which could

not evade them. It filled rapidly, and the water had to be baled

out without a moment's pause, or it must have foundered. As they

got nearer and nearer to the middle of the lake the waves became

rougher. Nothing there broke the fury of tlie wind ; no clumps of

trees, no hills, checked for a moment the headlong course of the hur-

ricane. Now and then momentary glimpses were obtained through

the fog of icebergs dancing like buoys upon the Avaves, and driven

toAvards the south of the lake.

It Avas half-past five. Neither Norman nor the Lieutenant had



A STORM ON THE LAKE. 59

any idea of where they were, or whither they were going. They
had lost all control over the boat, and were at the mercy of the

winds and waves.

And now at about a hundred feet behind the boat a huge wave

npreared its foam-crowned crest, whilst in front a black whirlpool

was formed by the sudden sinking of the water. All surface agita-

tion, crushed by the wind, had disappeared around this awful gulf,

which, growing deeper and blacker every moment, drew the devoted

little vessel towards its fatal embrace. Ever nearer came the

mighty wave, all lesser billows sinking into insignificance before it.

It gained upon the boat, another moment and it would crush it to

atoms. Norman, looking round, saw its approach; and Mrs Barnett

and the Lieutenant, with eyes fixed and staring, awaited in fearful

suspense the blow from which there was no escape. The wave

broke over them with the noise of thunder ; it enveloped the stern

of the boat in foam, a fearful crash was heard, and a cry burst from

the lips of the Lieutenant and his companion, smothered beneath the

liquid mass.

They thought that all was over, and that the boat had sunk; but

no, it rose once more, although more than half filled with water.

The Lieutenant uttered a cry of despair. Where was Norman ]

The poor old sailor had disappeared !

Mrs Paulina Barnett looked inquiringly at Hobson.
" Norman !

" he repeated, pointing to his empty place.

" Unhappy man ! " murmured Mrs Barnett ; ancl at the risk of

being flung from the boat rocking on the waves, the two started to

their feet and looked around them. But they could see and hear

nothing. No cry for help broke upon their ears. No dead body

floated in the white foam. The old sailor had met his death in the

element he loved so well.

Mrs Barnett and Hobson sank back upon their seats. They were

now alone, and must see to their own safety ; but neither of them
knew a-nytliing of the management of a boat, and even an experi-

enced hand could scarcely have controlled it now. They were at the

mercy of the waves, and the bark, with distended sail, swept along

in mad career. What could the Lieutenant do to check or direct its

course ?

What a terrible situation for our travellers, to be thus overtaken

by a tempest in a frail bark which they could not manage 1

" We are lost !
" said the Lieutenant.
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" No, Lieutenant," replied :\rr.s Barnett ; " let us make another

effort. Heaven hcljis those v/ho help themselves !

"

Lieutenant Hobson now for the first time realised with how in-

trepid a woman iate had thrown him.

The first thing to be done was to get rid of the water which
weighed down the boat. Another wave shipped would have filled

it in a moment, and it must liave sunk at once. The vessel lif^ht-

ened, it would have a better chance of rising on the waves ; and the

two set to work to bale out the water. This was no easy task ; for

fresh waves constantly broke over them, and the scoop could not be
laid aside for an instant. Mrs Barnett was indefatigable, and the

Lieutenant, leaving the baling to her, took the helm himself, and
did the best he could to guide the boat with the wind right aft.

To add to the danger, night, or rather darkness, for in these lati-

tudes night only lasts a few hours at this time of year, fell upon
them. tScarcc a ray of light penetrated through the heavy clouds

and fog. They could not see two yards before them, and the boat

luust have been dashed to pieces had it struck a floating iceberg.

This danger was indeed imminent, for the loose ice-masses advance
with such rapidity that it is impossible to get out of their way.

" You have no control over the helm ? " said Mrs Barnett in a
slight lull of the storm.

" No, madam," he replied ;
" and you must prepare for the worst."

" I am ready !
" replied the courageous Avoman simply.

As she spoke a hnid ri|)ping sound was heard. The sail, torn

away by the wind, disa[)peared like a white cloud. The boat sped

rapidly nlong for a few instants, and then stopped suddenly, the

waves buffeting it about like an abandoned wreck. Mrs Barnett

and Hobson, flung to the bottom of the boat, bruised, shaken, and
torn, felt that all was lost. Not a shred of canvas was left to aid in

navigating the craft ; and what with the spray, the snow, and the

rain, they could scarcely see each other, whilst the uproar drowned
their voices. Expecting every moment to perish, they remained
for an hour in painful suspense, commending themselves to God,
who alone could save them.

Neither of them could have said how long they waited when they
were aroused by a violent shock.

The boat had just struck an enormous iceberg, a floating block

with rugged, slippery sides, to which it would be impossible to cling.
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At this sudden blow, which could not have been parried, the bow

of the boat was split open, and the water poured into it in torrents.

" We are sinking ! we are sinking !
" cried Juspar Hobson.

He was right. The boat was settling down ;
the water had already

reached the seats.

" Madam, madam, I am here ! I will not leave you !
" added the

Lieutenant.

"No, no," cried Mrs Barnett : "alone, you may save yourself;

together, we siiould perish. Leave me ! leave me !

"

" Never ! " cried Hobson.

But he had scarcely pronounced this word when the boat, struck

by another wave, filled and sank.

Both were drawn under water by the eddy caused by the sudden

settling down of the boat, but in a few instants they rose to the

surface. Hobson was a strong swimmer, and struck out with one

arm, supporting his companion with the other. But it was evident

that he could not long sustain a conflict with the furious wsves, and

that he must perish with her he wished to save.

At this moment a strange sound attracted his attention. It was

not the cry of a frightened bird, but the shout of a human voice !

By one supreme effort Hobson raised himself above the waves and

looked around him.

But he could distinguish nothing in the thick fog. And yet he

again heard cries, this time nearer to him. Some bold men were

coming to his succour ! Alas ! if it were so, they would arrive too

late. Encumbered by his clothes, the Lieutenant felt himself sink-

ing with the unfortunate lady, whose head he could scarcely keep

above the water. With a last despairing effort he uttered a heart-

rending cry and disappeared beneath the waves.

It was, however, no mistake—he had heard voices. Three men,

wandering about by the lake, had seen the boat in danger, and put

off to its rescue. They were Esquimaux, the only men who could

have hoped to weather such a storm, for theirs are the only boats

constructed to escape destruction in these fearful tempests.

The Esquimaux boat or Icayah is a long pirogue raised at each

end, made of a light framework of wood, covered with stretched

seal-skins strongly stitched with the sinews of the Walrus. In

the upper part of the boat, also covered with skins, is an opening

in which the Esquimaux takes his place, fastening his waterproof

jacket to the back of his seat ; so that he is actually joined to his bark,
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which not a (Irop of water can pcnetrato. Tiiis liglit, easily-nianagod

kayak, iloatiiig, as it does, on the crests of the waves, can never be

Bubnierged ; and if it bo sometimes capsized, a blow of the paddlo

riglits it again directly ; so tliat it is able to live and make way in

seas in wliieli any other boat would certainly bo dashed to pieces.

The three Esquimaux, guided by the Lieutenant's last despairing

cry, arrived at the scene of the Avreek just in time. Jlobson and ^Mrs

Barnett, already lialf drowned, felt themselves drawn up by power-

I'lil hands; but in the darkness they were unable to discover w)io

were tlieir 'deliverers. One of the men took the Lieutenant and

laid liini across his own boat, another did the same for Mrs Uarnett,

and the three kaijuh, skilfully managed with the paddles, six feet

long, sped rapidly over the white foam.

Half an hour afterwards, the shipwrecked travellers were lying

on the sandy beach three miles above Fort Providence.

The old sailor alone was missing !
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CIIArTKU X.

A RETKOSPECT.

f'H\f,'^ was a1)nut ton o'clock the same night wlion l\rr3 Bariiott

^'r^A and Lieutenant llobsou knocked at the postern gate of the

yS<s)\ iott. Croat was the joy on seeing tlicm, for they liad betJii

given up for lost ; but this joy was turned to mourning at the news

of the death of Norman. Tho bravo fellow had been beloved by

all, and his h)S3 Avas sincerely mourned. Tho intrepid and devoted

Esquimaux received phlegniatically tho earnest expressions of

gratitude of those they had saved, and could not bo persuaded to

come to the fort. What they had done seemed to them only

natural, and these were not the first persons they had rescued ; so

they cpiietly returned to their wild life of adventure on the lake,

where they hunted the otters and water-birds day and night.

For tho next three nights the party rested. Ilobson always

intended to sot out on June 2d ; and on that day, all having

recovered from their fatigues and the storm having abated, tlie

order was given to start.

Sergeant Felton had done all in his power to make his guests

comfortable and to aid their enterprise ', some of the jaded dogs

were replaced by fresh animals, and now the Lieutenant found all

his sledges drawn up in good order at the door of the enceinte,

and awaiting tho travellers.

The adicux were soon over. Each one thanked Sergeant Felton

for his hospitality, and iirs Paulina Barnett was most profuse in

her expressions of gratitude. A hearty shake of the hand between

the Sergeant and his brother-in-law. Long, completed the leave-

taking.

Each pair got into the sledge assigned to them ; but this time

!Mr3 Barnett and the Lieutenant shared one vehicle, Madge and

Sergeant Long following them.

According to the advice of the Indian chief, Hobson determined

to get to the coast by the shortest route, and to take a north-easterly
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direction. After consulting his map, which merely gave a rough

outline of the configuration of the country, it seemed best to him

to descend the valley of the Coppermine, a large river which flows

into Coronation Gulf.

The distance between Fort Confidence and the mouth of this

river is only a degree and a half—that is to say, about eighty-five or

ninety miles. The deep hollow formed by the gulf is bounded on

tlie north by Cape Krusenstein, and from it the coast juts out

towards the north-west, ending in Cape Bathurst, which is above

the seventieth parallel.

The Lieutenant, therefore, now changed the route he had hitherto

followed, directing his course to the east, so as to reach the river in

a few hours.

In the afternoon of the next day, June 3d, the river was gained.

It was now free from ice, and its clear and rapid waters flowed

through a vast valley, intersected by numerous but easily fordable

streams. The sledges advanced pretty rapidly, and as they went

along, Ilobson gave his companion some account of the country

through which they were passing. A sincere friendship, founded on

mutual esteem, had sprung up between these two. Mrs Paulina

Barnett was an earnest student with a special gift for discovery, and

was therefore always glad to converse with travellers and explorers.

Hobson, who knew his beloved North America by heart, was able

to answer all hor inquiries fully.

'• About ninety years ago," he said, "the territory througli which

the Coppermine flows was unknown, and we are indebted for its

discovery to the agents of the Hudson's Bay Company. But as

always happens in scientific matters, in seeking one thing, another

was found. Columbus was trying to find Asia, and discovered

America."
" And what were the agents of the Hudson's Bay Company

seeking ? The famous North-West Passage %

"

" No, madam," replied the young Lieutenant. " A century ago

the Company had no interest in the opening of a new route, which

would have been more valuable to its rivals than to it. It is even

said that in 1741 a certain Christopher Middleton, sent to explore

these latitudes, was publicly charged with receiving a bribe of

£500 from the Company to say that there was not, and could not

be, a sea passage between the oceans."



le river in

THE MOUTH OF THE COPPEIIMINE lUVEH.—Par/e 64.



!



A RETROSPECT. 65

" That was not much to the credit of the celebrated Company,"

said Mrs Barnett.

" I do not defend it in the matter," replied Hobson ;
" and its

interference was severely censured by Parliament in 1746, when a

reward of £20,000 was offered by the Government for the discovery

of the passage in question. In that year two intrepid explorers,

William Moor and Francis Smith, penetrated as far as Repulse Bay
in the hope of discovering the much-longed-for passage. But Hiey

were unsuccessful, and returned to England after an absence of a

year and a half."

" But did not other captains follow in their steps, resolved to

conquer where they had failed 1 " inquired Mrs Barnett.

" No, madam ; and in spite of the large reward offered by Par-

liament, no attempt was made to resume explorations in English

America until thirty years afterwards, when some agents of the

Company took up the unfinished task of Captains Moor and

Smith." *

"The Company had then relinquished the narrow-minded egotis-

tical position it had taken up 1
"

" No, madam, not yet. Samuel Hearne, the agent, only went to

reconnoitre the position of a copper-mine which native miners had

reported. On November 6, 17G9, this agent left Fort Prince of

Wales, on the river Churchill, near the western shores of Pludson's

Bay, He pressed boldly on to the north-west ; but the excessive

cold and the exhaustion of his provisions compelled him to return

Avithout accomplishing anything. Fortunately he was not easily

discouraged, and on February 23d of the next year he set out

again, this time taking some Indians with him. Great hardships

were endured in this second journey. The fish and game on which

Hearne had relied often failed him ; and he had once nothing to eat

for seven days but wild fruit, bits of old leather, and burnt bones.

He was again compelled to return to the fort a disappointed man.

But he did not even yet despair, and started a third time, December
7th, 1770 ; and after a struggle of nineteen months, he discovered

the Coppermine river, July 13th, 1772, the course of which he fol-

lowed to its mouth. According to his own account, he saw the open

sea, and in any case he was the first to penetrate to the northern

coast of America."

" But the North-West Passage—that is to say. the direct com-

E
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munication by sea between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans—was
not then discovered ?

"

"Oh no, madam," replied the Lieutenant ; "and what countless
adventurous sailors have since gone to seek it! Phipps in 1773
James Cook and Gierke in 177G to 1779, Kotzebue in 1815 to
1818, Eoss, Parry, Franklin, and others have attempted this difli-
cult task; but it was reserved to M'Clure in our own day to pass
from one ocean to the other across the Polar Sea."

" Well, Lieutenant, that was a geographical discovery of which
we English may well be proud. But do tell me if the Hudson's
Bay Company did not adopt more generous views, and send out
some other explorer after the return of Hearne."

" It did, madam
; and it was thanks to it that Captain Franklin

was able to accomplish his voyage of 1819 to 1822 between the
river discovered by Hearne and Cape Turnagain. This expedition
endured great fatigue and hardships

; provisions often completely
failed, and two Canadians were assassinated and eaen by their
comrades. But in spite of all his sufferings. Captain Franklin
explored no less than five thousand five hundred and fifty miles
of the hitherto unknown coast of North America !

"

" He was indeed a man of energy," added Mrs Barnett ; " and he
gave proof of his great qn.alities in starting on a fresh Polar expedi-
tion after all he had ^one throu"-h "

"Yes," replied the Lieutenant ; "and he met a terrible death in
the land his own intrepidity had discovered. It has now been
proved, however, that -W his companions did not perish with him.
Many are doubtless still wandering about on the vast ice-fields.
I cannot think of their awful condition Avithout a shudder. One
day," he added earnestly, and with strange emotion— "one day I
Avill search the unknown lands where the dreadful catastrophe took
place, and "

•

"And," exclaimed IMrs Barnett, pressing his hand, "I will ac-
company you. Yes, this idea has occurred to me more than once,
as it has to you

; and my heart beats high when I think that fellow^
countrymen of my own—Englishmen—are awaiting succour "

_ " Which will come too late for most of them, madam," said the
Lieutenant

;
" but rest assured some will even yet be saved."

" God grant it, Lieutenant !

" replied Mrs Barnett ; " and it appears
to me that the agents of the Company, living as they do close to
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_
" I agree with you, madam

; they are, as tliey have often provednmred to the rigours of the Arctic climate. Was it notZ who

Kt wTl!" ^'/" f'
^^^'^^"^ - ^^2^' -^- l^e discover d

tv7o/u D ^^";V'^^^'
^^^"'^^^^" "^^^ ^^^ f'-*«? Was it nottwo oi us, Dease and Simpson, who were sent by the Governor ofHudson's Bay to explore the shores of the Polar Sea in 1838 amwhose COura.wnns Pff-nrfc flr..«. a; 1 -r.. . . _ -

^°^^' ^""

my

- i -- — --.wxvo ui tuB X ouir oea mwhose courageous efibrts first discovered Victoria Land ? It is
l.m,„„ that the future reserves for the Hudson's Bay clZZ
1.0 final conquest of the Arctic region,. Gradually fts fact^Zare advanomg further and further north, foUcving the retreafof thefar-y.eldj„g animals; and one day a fort will be ereeteclon he

U,e glX"'
'"•^"'™^"=^' "°»t -^-^ ">-' all the maridi.l o^

During this and the succeeding journeys Jaspar Hobson relatedhis o>v„ adventures since he entered the service of the Company-
.'us struggles „,th the agents of rival associations, and hisSrls toexp ore the unknown districts of the north or west and Mrs Ea etton her sjde, told of her travels in the tropics. She spoke of 1she had done, and of all she hoped still to 'accomplish ; so that thelong hours, .ghtcued by pleasant conversation, p.as'sed rlpid y away
Meanwhile the dogs advanced at full gallop towards the norX

can '' Thc''hm: ' 'if" M
"'"'"^ '" «"^ »-™'' "-^^Ocean. The hills on either side sank lower and lower, and onlycattered clumps of resinous trees broke the monoto.y of hi

landscai«. A few blocks of ice, drifted down by the rfver s iUresisted the action of the sun; but each day their number decrL dand a canoe, or even a good-sized boat, might easily have deseeded

became gradually less 'and less w ^dD and las' stTtT'ialong in a str.aight line for several miles." I s Inks fompSetoffine firm sand and clothed in part with short dry herb'rwere«de and level, so that the long train of sledges sped rapi°dUv™

The expedition travelled daly and night—if we can speak of the
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night, when the sun, describing an almost horizontal circle, scarcely

disappeared at all. The true night only lasted two hours, and tha

dawn succeeded the twilight almost immediately. The weather

was fine ; the sky clear, although somewhat misty on the horizon

;

and everything combined to favour the travellers.

For two days they kept along the river-banks without meeting

with any difficulties. They saw but few fur-bearing animals ; but

there were plenty of birds, which might have been counted by thou-

sands. The absence of otters, sables, beavers, ermines, foxes, (ire,

did not trouble the Lieutenant much, for he supposed that they had

been driven further north by over-zealous tracking : and indeed the

marks of encampments, extinguished fires, &c., told of the more or

less recent passage of native hunters. Hobson knew that he woidd

have to penetrate a good deal further north, and that part only of

his journey would be accomplished when he got to the mouth of the

Coppermine river. He was therefore most eager to reach the limit

of Hearno's exploration, and pressed on as rapidly as possible.

Every one shared the Lieutenant's impatience, and resolutely

resisted fatigue in order to reach the Arctic Ocean with the least

possible delay. They were drawn onwards by an indefinable attrac-

tion ; the glory of the unknown dazzled their sight. Probably real

hardships would commence Avhcn they did arrive at the much-desired

coast. But no matter, they longed to battle with difficulties, and to

press straight onwards to their aim. The district they were now

traversing could have no direct interest for them ; the real explora-

tion would only commence on the shores of the Arctic Ocean. Each

one, then, would gladly hail the arrival in the elevated western dis-

tricts for which they were bound, cut across though they were by

the seventieth parallel of north latitude.

On the 5th June, four days after leaving Fort Confidence, the

river widened considerably. The western banks, curving slightly,

ran almost due north; Avhilst the eastern rounded off into the coast-

Une, stretching away as far as the eye could reach.

Lieutenant Hobson paused, and waving his hand to his com-

panions, pouited to the boundless ocean.



CHAPTER XI.

ALONG THE COAST,

iORONATION GULF, the large estuary dotted with the

^\0 islands f-i'ming the Duke of York Archipelago, which the*^$^ party had now reached, was a sheet of water with irregular
banks, let in, as it were, into the North American continent At
its western angle opened the mouth of the Coppermine : and on the
east a long narrow creek called Bathurst Inlet ran into the mainland
from which stretched the jagged broken coast with its pointed capes
and rugged promontories, ending in that confusion of straits, sounds
and channels which gives such a strange appearance to the maps of
North America. On the other side the coast turned abruptly to the
north beyond the mouth of the Coppermine river, and ended in Cape
Ivrusenstern.

After consulting with Sergeant Long, Lieutenant Hobson decided
to give his party a day's rest here.

The exploration, properly so called, which was to enable the
Lieutenant to fix upon a suitable site for the establishment of a fort
was now really about to begin. The Company had advised him to
keep as much as possible above the seventieth parallel, and on the
shores of the Arctic Ocean. To obey his orders Hobson was obliged
to keep to the west; for on the east—with the exception, perhap.^ of
the land of Boothia, crossed by the seventieth parallel—the whole
country belongs rather to the Arctic Circle, and the gco-raphical
conformation of Boothia is as yet but imperfectly known.

°

After carefully ascertaining the latitude and longitude, and veri-
fying his position by the map, the Lieutenant found that he was a
Imndred miles below the seventieth degree. But beyond Cape
Krusenstern, the coast-line, running in a north-easterly direction
abruptly crosses the seventieth parallel at a sharp angle near the
one hundred and thirtieth meridian, and at about the same elevation
as Cape Bathurst, the spot named as a rendezvous by Captain
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Craventy. He must therefore make for that point, and should the
site appear suitable the new fort would be erected there.

"There," said the Lieutenant to liis subordinate, Lontr, "we
shall bo in the position ordered by the Company. There the sea,

open for a great i)art of the year, will allow the vessels from ]]eliring

Strait to come right up to the fort, bringing us fresh provisions
and taking away our commodities."

" Not to mention," added Sergeant Long, " that our men will bo
entitled to double pay all the time they are beyond the seventieth
parallel."

"Of course tliat is understood," replied Ilobson ; "and I daresay
they will accept it without a murmur."

" Well then, Lieutenant," said Long simply, " we have now only
to start for Cape Ikithurst."

But as a day of rest had been promised, the start did not actually
take place until the next day, June Gth.

The second part of the journey would naturally be very different

from the first. The rules with regard to the sledges keeping their
rank need no longer be enforced, and each couple drove as it pleased
them. Only short distances were traversed at a time ; halts were
made at every angle of the coast, and the party often walked.
Lieutenant Hobson only urged two things ujjon his companions :

not to go further than three miles from the coast, and to rally

their forces twice a day, at twelve o'clock and in the evening. At
night they all encamped in tents.

The weather continued very fine and the temperature moderate,
maintaining a mean height of 59° Fahrenheit above zero. Two or
three times sudden snowstorms came on ; but they did not last long,

and exercised no sensible influence upon the temperature.

The whole of the American coast between Capes Krusenstern and
Parry, comprising an extent of more than two hundred and fifty

miles, was examined with the greatest care between the Gth and
20th of June. Geographical observations were accurately taken,

and Hobson, most effectively aided by Thomas Black, was able to
rectify certain errors in previous marine surveys; whilst the primary
object of the expedition—the examination into the quality and
quantity of the game in the surrounding districts—was not neglected.

Were these lands well stocked with game? Could they count
with certainty not only on a good supply of furs, but also of meat ?

Would the resources of the country provide a fort with provisions in

mmmfUmmmm^
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tlie summer moi.tlis at least 1 Such were the grave questions whicli
Lieutenant Ilobson ]iad to solve, and which called for immediate atten-
tion. We give a summary of the conclusions at which ho arrived

Game, properly so called, of the kind for wliich Corporal Julitfo
amongst (.thers had a special predilection, was not abundant. There
were plenty of birds of the duck tribe; but only a few Polar hares,
difh^ult ot approach, poorly rei.rcsentcd the rodents of the north
There seemed, however, to be a good many bears about. Marbro
and Sabine had come upon the fresh traces of several. Some were
even seen and tracked; but, as a rule, they kept at a respectful
distance. In the winter, however, driven by famine from hbdier
latitudes, there would probably be more than cnou-h of these
ravenous beasts prowling about the shores of the Arctic'ocean.

''There is certainly no denying," said Corporal Joliffe ''that
bear's flesh 13 very good eating when once it 's in the larder • but
there :s something very problematical about it beforehand, and it 's

always just possible that the hunters themselves may meet the fate
they intended for the bears !

"

This was true enough. It was no use counting upon the bears
to provision their fort. Fortunately traces were presently found of
herds of a far more useful animal, the flesh of which is the principal
food of the Indians and Esquimaux. We allude to the reindeer •

and Corporal Joliffe announced with the greatest satisfaction that
there were plenty of these ruminants on this coast. The ground
was covered with the lichen to which they are so partial, and which
they cleverly dig out from under the snow.

There could be no mistake as to the footprints left by the rein-
deer, as, like the camel, they have a small nail-like hoof with a con-
vex surface. Large herds, sometimes numbering several thousand
animals, are seen running wild in certain parts of America. Beinf^
easily domesticated, they are employed to draw sledges, and they
also supply the factories with excellent milk, more nourishing than
that of cows. Their dead bodies are not less useful. Thuii^ thick
skin provides clothes, their hair makes very good thread, and their
flesh IS palatable

;
so that they are really the most valuable animals

to bo found in these latitudes, and Hobson, being assured of their
presence, was relieved from half his anxiety.

As he advanced he had also reason to be satisfied with ref^ard to
the fur-bearing animals. By the little streams rose many\eaver
lodges and musk-rat tunnels. Badgers, lynxes, ermines, wolverenes
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sabU'.s, |i(ilcc;itM, itc, friM|ii(iitr(| tliosc districts, iiitlicrto undiHturbod

by liuiitcrs. Tiicy liiul tliiis far (umiio to no traco of tlio |in.'sc!iu;o of

man, and tlu; animals iiad clioHon tluur ivi'ii^'o woll. Footprints wore

also found of tliu lini' blno jiinl silver foxes, which arc bcconiinjj;

moro and mororaro, and the fnr of wliicli is wortli its \vci_i,dit in gold.

Sabino and Mac-Nab might many a time have shot a very valuable

animal on this excursion, but the Lieutenant had wisely forbidden all

hunting; of the kind. Jle did not wish to alarm the animals l)eforo

tho approaching season—that is to say, before the winter n.onths,

when their furs become thicker and more beautiful. It was also

desirable m)t to overload the sledges. 'Die liimters saw the force of

his reasoning; but for all that, tlii'ir lingers itched when they came

Avithin slu)t-range of a sable or soim; valuable fox. Their Lieutenaut'a

orders were, however, not to be disobeyed.

Polar bears and birds weiv, therefoic, all that tho hunters liad to

])raclise upon in this second stage of their journey. Tho former,

however, not yet rendered bold by hunger, soon scampered oil", and

no serious struggle Avith them ensued.

The jtoor birds suH'ered for tho enforced immunity of the quad-

rupeds. A\'hite-headed e;igK's, huge birds with a harsh screeching

cry ; iishing hawks, which build their nests in dead trees and

migrate to the Arctic n'gions in the summer ; snow buiitings with

j)uro white plumage ; wild geese, which allbrd tho best food of all

tho Ansfres tribe ; ducks wi''i red heads and black breasts ; ash-

coloured crow.s, a kind of moclcing jay of extreme ugliness ; eider

ducks ; scoters or black divers, itc. kc, whose mingled cries awake

the echoes of the Arctic regions, fell victims byhundrei^. to the

luierring aim of Marbro and Sabine. These birds haunt the high

latitudes by millions, and it w(mld bo impossible to form an accurate

estimate of their mnnber on tho shores of the Arctic Ocean. Their

ilesh formed a very pleasant addition to the daily rations of biscuit

and corned beef, and wo can understand that tho hunters laid up a

good stock of them in tho fifteen days during which tliey were

debarred from attacking moro valuable game.

Theio would then \h\ no lick of animal food; tho magazines of

the Company would bo well stocked with game, and its olliccs iilled

with furs and traders; but something moro was wanted to insure

success to the mulertaking. Would it be i)()ssiblo to obtahi a

butlicieut supply of fuel to contend with tho rigour of an Arctic

winter at so elevated a latitude ?
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Most fortunately the coast was well wooded ; the hills which

sloped down towards the sea were crowned with green trees, amongst

which the pine predominated. Some of the woods might even be

called forests, and would constitute an admiiable reserve of timber

fov the fort. Here and there Hobson noticed isolated groups of

willows, poplars, dwarf birch-trees, and numerous thickets of arbutus.

At this time of the warm season all these trees were covered with

verdure, and were an unexpected and refreshing sight to eyes so

long accustomed to the rugged, barren polar landscape. The
ground at the foot of the hills was carpeted with a short herbage

devoured with avidity by the reindeer, and forming their only sus-

tenance in Avinter. On the whole, then, the Lieutenant had reason

to congratulate himself on having chosen the north-west of the

American continent for the foundation of a new settlement.

We have said that these territories, so rich in animals, were

apparently deserted by men. The travellers saAV neither Esquimaux,

who prefer the districts round Hudson's Bay, nor Indians, who
seldom venture so far beyond the Arctic Circle. And indeed in these

remote latitudes hunters may be overtaken by storms, or be suddenly

surprised by winter, and cut off from all communication with their

fellow- creatures. We can easily imagine that Lieutenant Hobson
was by no means sorry not to meet any rival explorers. What he

wanted was an unoccupied country, a deserted land, suitable as a

refuge for the fur-bearing animals ; and in this matter he had the

full sympathy of Mrs Barnett, who, as the guest of the Company,
naturally took a great interest in the success of its schemes.

Fancy, then, the disappointment of the Lieutenant, when on tlie

morning of the 20th June he came to an encampment but recently

abandoned.

It was situated at the end of a narrow creek called Darnley Bay,

of which Cape Parry is the westernmost point. There at the foot

of a little hill were the stakes which had served to mark the limits

of the camp, and heaps of cinders, the extinct embers of the fires.

The whole party met at this encampment, and all understood hoAV

great a disappointment it involved for Lieutenant Hobson.
" What a pity !

" he exclaimed. " I would rather have met a

whole fai^nly of polar bears !

"

" But I daresay the men who encamped here are already far off,"

Kaid Mrs Barnett ;
" very likely they have returned to their usual

hunting crounds."
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*' That is as it may bo," replied the Lieutenant. " If these be the

traces of Esquimaux, they arc more likely to have gone on than to

have turned back; and if they be those of Indians, they are pro-

bably, like ourselves, seeking a new hunting district ; and in either

case it will be very unfortunate for us."

" But," said Mrs Barnett, "cannot we find out to what race the

travellers do belong? Can't we ascertain if they be Esquimaux or

Indians from the south 1 I should think tribes of such a diU'ercnt

origin, and of such dissimilar customs, would not encamp in the

same manner."

Mrs Barnett was right ; they might possibly solve the mystery

after a thorough examination of the ground.

Jaspar Hobson and others set to work, carefully examining every

trace, every object left behind, every mark on the ground ; but in

vain, there was nothing to guide them to a decided opinion. The

bones of some animals scattered about told them nothing, nnd the

Lieutenant, much annoyed, was about to abandon the useless search,

when he heard an exclamation from Mrs Jolifle, who had wandered

a little way to the loft.

All hurried towards the young Canadian, who remained fixed to

the spot, looking attentively at the ground before her.

As her companions came up she said

—

" You are looking for traces. Lieutenant ; well, here are some."

And l\Irs Jolifi'e pointed to a good many footprints clearly visible

in the firm clay.

These might reveal something ; for the feet of the Indians and

Esquimaux, as well as their boots, are totally diflferent from each

other.

But what chiefly struck Lieutenant Hobson was the strange

arrangement of these impressions. They were evidently made by a

human foot, a shod foot ; but, strange to say, the ball alone appeared

to have touched the ground ! The marks were very numerous,

close together, often crossing one another, but confined to a very

small circle.

Jaspar Hobson called the attention of the rest of the party to

this singular circumstance.

"These were not made by a person walking," he said.

" Nor by a person jumping," added ]\Irs Barnett ;
" for there is

no mark of a heel."

'' No," said Mrs Jolifie ; " these footprints were left by a dancer."



be the

h.'iu to

e pro-

. either

ice the

laux or

ifFerent

in tlie

[lystery

g every

but in

. The

nid the

search,

mdered

fixed to

)me.

visible

ms and

m each

strange

de by a

ppeared

merous,

a very

party to

there is

iancer."



THE FOOTPKINTS OF A DANCEK.—Pcff/e 75.

J



ALONG THE COAST.
75

Rlio WI13 right, .13 furtlior examination proved. They were the
marks left by a d;inccr, and a dancer cnga,i,'e(l in some liyht and
graceful exorcise, for tliey were neitlicr clumsy nor deep.

lint ^vllo could tlio liglit-heaited individual bo who had been
impelled to danco in this S2)rightly fashion some degrees above tluj
Arctic Circle?

" It was certaiidy not an Esquimanx," said the Lieutenant.
" Nor an Indian," cried Corporal Joliffo.

" No, it was a Frenchman," said Sergeant Long (piiotly.
And all agreed that nono but a Frenchman" could have been

capable of dancing on 3uch a spot

!

II



CHAPTER XII.

THE MIDNIGHT SUN,

W^> ERCJEANT LOXG'S assertion must appear to have been

^>^'^^^ founded on insullicient eviden ce. That there had been

^^S^S^J dancing no one could deny, but that the dancer was a

Frenchman, however probable, could not be considered proved.

However, the Lieutenant shared the opinion of his subordinate,

which did not appear too positive to any of the party, who all

agreed in fecliiii:; sure tha*" some travellers, with at least one

compatriot of Vestris amongst them, had recently encamped ou

this spot.

Of course Lieutenant Ilobson was by no means pleased at this :

he was afraid of having been preceded by rivals in the north-western

districts of English America ; and secret as the Company had kept

its schcm.c, it had doubtless been divulged in the commercial centres

of Canada and the United States.

The Lieutenant resumed his interrupted march ; but he was full

of caie and anxiety, although he would not now have dreamed of

retracing his steps.

" Frenchmen are then sometimes met with in these hicfh lati-

tudes ? " was Mrs Barnett's natural question after this incident.

" Yes, madam," replied the Lieutenant ; "or if not exactly

Frenchmen, the descendants of the masters of Canada when it

belonged to France, which comes to much the same thing. These

men are in fact our most formidable rivals."

" But I thought," resumed Mrs Barnett, " that after the absorp-

tion by the Hudson's Bay Company of the old North-West

Company, that it had no longer any rivals ou the American

continent."

** Although there is no longer any important association for

trading in furs except our own, there are a good many perfectly

independent private companies, mostly American, whicli have

retained French agents or their descendants in their emplo3\"
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''Arc tlicse cagcnts tlien held in such high esteem ?» asked Mrs
Barnetfc.

"Yes, madam, and with good reason. During the ninety-four
years of French supremacy in Canada, French agents always proved
themselves superior to ours. Wo must be just even to our
rivals."

" Especially to our rivals," added ^Irs Barnctt.
" Yes, especially.

. . At that time French hunters, stavtin- from
Montreal, their headquarters, pressed on to the north with greater
hardihood than any others. They lived for years with the Indian
tribes sometimes intermarrying with them. The natives called them
the Canadian travellers,' and were on the most intimate terms
with them. They were bold, clever fellows, expert at navigating
streams, light-hearted and merry, adapting themselves ^o circum°
stances with the easy flexibility of their race, and always ready tosmg or dance." *'

" And do you suppose that hunting is the only object of the
party whose traces we have just discovered 1

"

" I don't think any other hypotheses at all likely," replied
Hobson. - They are sure to be seeking new hunting grounds But
as we cannot possibly stop them, we must make haste to bec^in ourown operations, and compete boldly with all rivals."

°

Lieutenant Hobson was now prepared for the competition he
could not prevent, and he urged on the march of his party as much
as possible, hoping that his rivals might not follow him beyond
the seventieth parallel.

"^

The expedition now descended towards the south for some twenty
miles, in order the more easily to pass round Franklin Bay The
country was still covered with verdure, and the quadrupeds and
birds already enumerated were as plentiful as ever ; so that they
cou d reasonably hope that the whole of the north-western co.sts
ot the American continent were populated in the same manner
The ocean which bathed these shores stretched away as far asthe eye could reach. Eecent atlases give no land beyond the northAmerican coast-line, and it is only the icebergs which impede the

Iree^ navigation of the open sea from Behring Strait to the Pole

On the 4th July the travellers skirted round another deep bay
callo.d V.ashburn Bay, and reached the furthest noint nt n 1,-ft].

itil then imperfectly known, covering but a small extent of
lake.
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territory, scarcely two square miles—in fact it was rather a lagoon,

or large pond of sweet water, than a lake.

The sledges went on easily and rapidly, and the appearance of

the country was most encouraging to the explorers. It seemed
that the extremity of Cape Ijathurst would be a most favourable

site for the new fort, as with this lagoon behind them, and tlie sea

open for four or five months in the warm season, and giving access

to the great highway of Behring Strait, before them, it would be
easy for tlie exiles to lay in fresh provisions and to export their

commodities.

On the Stli June, about three o'clock in the afternoon, tlie party

at last halted at the extremity of Cape Bathurst. It remained to

ascertain the exact position of this cape, which the maps place

above the seventieth parallel. It was, however, impossible to rely

upon the marine surveys of the coast, as they had never yet been
made with exactitude. Jaspar Hobson decided to wait and ascertain

the latitude and longitude.

" What prevents us from settling here ? " asked Corporal Joliffe.

*' You will own, Lieutenant, that it is a very inviting spot."

'* It will seem more inviting still if you get double pay here, my
worthy Corporal," replied Hobson.

" No doubt," said Joliffe; " and the orders of the Company must
be obeyed."

" Then wait patiently till to-morrow," added Hobson ;
" and if we

find that Cape Bathurst is really beyond 70° north latitude, we
will pitch our tent here."

The site was indeed admirably suited for the foundation of a
new settlement. The wooded heights surrounding the lagoon would
supply plenty of pine, birch, and other woods for the construction

of the fort, and for stocking it with fuel. The Lieutenant and
some of his companions went to the very edge of the cape, and
found that towards the Avest the coast-line formed a lengthened

curve, beyond which icebergs of a considerable height shut out the

view. The water of the lagoon, instead of being bi'ackish, as they
expected from its close vicinity to the sea, -was perfectly sweet

;

but had it not been so, drinkable water would not have failed the

little colony, as a fresh and limpid stream ran a few yards to the

south-east of Cape Bathurst, and emptied itself into the Arctic Ocean
through a narrow inlet, which, protected by a singular accumula-

tion of sand and earth instead of by rocks, would have afforded a
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refuge to several vessels from the winds of the onin. nn.l nii^ht l,oturnecl to account for the unchorugc of the ships whidi it was honed
^vo.lh come to the new settlement from IJehring Strait Out ,con.pluucnt to the huly of the party, an<l n.u.h to hJr dell'ht

L-Iri; ri^l 1

"'".'"'''^^ '^'° ''""" THulina river, and the littlJ
iiaroour Tort Jjurnett.

By building the fort a little behind the actual car.c, the prinoin-il
house and the n.agazincs wotdd be quite sheltered from the coldest-uuls Ihe elevation of the capo would help to protect thenfrom the snow drifts, which sometimes con.pletely bury lar^e build
ing.s beneath their heavy avalanches in a few hours There ws
J.len y of room between the foot of the promontory and the bank ofthe lagoon for all the constructions necessary to a fort. It could
eve,i be surrounded by palisades, which would break the shock ofthe icebergs; and the cape itself might be surrounded with a fortified
redoubt, If the vicuuty of rivals should render such a r.urely def
Bive erectu.n necessary

; and the Lieutenant, although with no idea ofconunencmg anytlung of the kind as yet, naturally rejoiced athavidg met with an easily defensible position
The weather remained fine, and it was quite warm enough. Therewas not a cloud upon the sky

; but, of course, the clear blue air oftemperate and torrid .ones could not be expected here, ancl t

Cape Lathur t be like in the long winter night of four months, whenho ice-mountains became fixed and rigid, and the hoarse north wi^swept down upon the icebergs in all its fury ? None of tl eZ ygave a thought to that time now; for the weather was beautifu tie

whilst the temperature remained warm and pleasantA provisional camp, the sledges forming its only material was

^Z^m'^ ''t:r
'.^ '-'''''' ^^ ''' ^^sooif; and :!;Zevening Mrs Barne t, the Lieutenant, Sergeant Long, and evenThomas Black, explored the surrounding district in^der to ascer am its resources. It appeared to be in every respect suitable •

ami Hobs^i was eager for the next day, that he might dete m L:

walolel^^thl!!-'''"''!'; ^^^
V^' .'''''"'"^^^ ^^-^"^ '^'' examinationwas ovei th s is really a charming spot, such as I should not havelaiagmed could have existed beyond the Arctic Circle "
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"All, i\rr Black!" cried Hobaon, "the fincHt coniitrios in tho

worM uro to bo found liorc, and I ivm iinpatioiit to ivscurtaiii our

liititudo and Idii^'itudo,"

*' I'lspcM-'ially tlio latitude," said tlio astroiioinor, whoso cclipHo was

never out of his thoughts ;
" and I expect your bravo companinns arc

113 eager as yourself. Double pay beyond tho seventieth parallel
!

"

" J5ut, Mr I'jlaek," said ^Ira IJarnett, "do you not yourself take an

interest, a purely scii'iitilic interest, in getting beyond that parallel ]"

"Of course, madam, of course 1 am anxious to get beyond it,

but not so terribly eager. According to our calculations, however,

made with absolute accuracy, the solar eclii)sc which I am ordered to

watch will oidy bo total to an ob.servcr placed beyond the seventieth

degree, and on this account I share tho Lieutenant's impatience to

determine the pt)sition of Cape i'.athurst."

" Hut I understand, Mr Jilack," said Mrs Harnett, " that this

solar eclipse will not take place until the 18th July l.SGU?"

"Yes, madam, on the 18th July ISGO."

"And it is now only tho IDth June 1859 I So that the pheno-

menon will not be visible for more than a year !

"

" I am quite aware of it, Mrs Harnett," replied tho astronomer
;

" but if I had not started till next year I should have run a riak

of being too late."

" You would, ^[r Hlack." said Tlobson, " and you did well to start

a year beforehand. You are now quite sure not to miss your eclipse.

I own that our journey from Fort Heliance has been accom-

pli.shed under exceptionally favourable circumstances. We have

had little fatigue and few delays. To tell you the truth, I did not

expect to get to this part of the coast until tho middle of August

;

and if the ecliitsc had been expected this year, instead of next, you
really might have been too lute. jNIoreover, wo do not yet know
if we are beyond the seventieth parallel."

" I do not in the least regret the journey I have taken in your

company, Lieutenant, and I shall patiently wait until next year for

my eclipse The fair Phoebe, I fancy, is a sutliciently grand lady to

be waited for."

The next day, July Gth, a little after noon, Hobson and the astro-

nomer made their preparations for taking the exact bearings of Cai)e

Bathurst. The sun shone clearly enough for them to take the out-

lines exactly. At this season of the year, too, it had reached its

maximum height above the horizon ; and consequently its culmina-



THE MIDNIGHT Sl/y. Sr

tio„ o„ its transit across tl.o meridian, wonld facilitate the workot the two obsorver.M.

ent
.

Itiliulo,,, n,ul l,y „,cmw .,f « ralclati.m of riKht asccini.m, tl„.
L„,„t..,K,„t a,„l tl,o ,Htr,„ „ ,,„a ,«ort,u„„,l the , «Z „
gr.,.t „cn,.„.y. ]l„t u ,,„, ,.,,„„( j,,„ , Uo , „ ^

N.,..„ a|,,,r.,:,..I,c,I T:,o ,„on of Iho oxpclilio,, „ai|,„„,, „„„„,

w .'nFT
"'°

r"","'
*''° "'«-atio„ „itl. a„ in, ati".

! , ?
™''''^ "mlcrstood. It wa, „„,v to be docided

Probably „„ fjood result would bavo f„ll„we,I upon further CTOlorat.o„», Accord,us to the ,„»,„ of North A,,,oriL._iu erfe'tit h
t « :t;::,r,:rZ' ."t

' .«'p». ^^^'''-t »>-.i«i dowrb:,„;:ino scuiitritli ,,ar,,Mel, „ot agam rising above it until it entcreilRu »,a,, America, ,vl,ere the KnglM, had „, y„t no ridit to tl e

vliieh J ta out beyond the seventieth parallel alon.- the wliole f

n..M, A
^'»."™"",-""-"'. l>-l--ly '» callod-th,a 7t, tw i"

oftcirrd'ti!!'?"" r '"'""""'"s "—"»'-»ti„g,,oi,.t

be uoo» t the i..:tVert,:i-x^^^^^^^^^^ ^'
«•-..

All watched in anxious silence

Th?te]i'l
'"'^ ^''^''.' ^°^'^"" '-^"^ *^^« ^«t^o"'^«^er at onceThe telescopes were immediately lowered. The Lieutenant and

F
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tltTfl^^-''!" T,^."\*^^
^'^^^^'-^ lin^bs the value of the anglestW^,ust obt^necl, and at on. proceeded to note down their

adixtt:;:^^^?^' "^-^ ^^^- -- -^ -id,

"My friends, fron, this date, July Gth, I promise you double payin the name of the Hudson's Bay Company i

"

^^
"Hurrah

! hurrah
!
hurrah for the Company ! " shouted theworthy companions of the Lieutenant with one voice

fr-nn'^l ^'""^^.r^
'^"^ '^' immediate neighbourhood were in verytrut^h above the seventieth degree of north latitude.

^

agrldrLtnr^' "' ''''' '"^"^^'^"^°"^ ^^^-*--' ^^-^^

And that very evening tliese hardy pioneers, encamped so f.r

Fo7l fi ^^:;"^''f"
^^""^'^^ ^'ithout dipping beneath it.For the first time they saw the shining of the midnight sun.







CHAPTER XIII.

FORT HOPE.

It., .^^HE site of tue new fort was now finally determined on.

«'^ would be impossible to find a better situation than on the

level ground behind Cape Bathurst, on the eastern bank of

the lagoon. Hobson determined to commence the construction of the

principal house at once. Meanwhile all must accommodate them-
selves as best they could ; and the sledges were ingeniously utilised

to form a provisional encampment.
His men being very skilful, the Lieutenant hoped to have the

principal house ready in a month. It was to be large enough to

accommodate for a time the nineteen persons of the party. Later,

and before the excessive cold set in, if there should be time, the

barracks for the soldiers and the magazines for the furs and skins

were to be built. There was not much chance of getting it all done
before the end of September; and after that date, the winter, with its

first bitter frosts and long nights, would arrest all further progress.

Of the ten soldiers chosen by Captain Craventy, two—Marbre and
Sabine—were skilful hunters ; the other eight handled the hatchet

with as much address as the musket. Like sailors, they could turn
their hands to anything, and were now to be treated more like work-
men than soldiers, for they were to build a fort which there was as

yet no enemy to attack. Petersen, Belcher, Rae, Garry, Pond, Hope,
and Kellet formed a body of clever, zealous carpenters, under the
able superintendence of Mac-Nab, a Scotchman from Stirling, who
had had considerable experience in the building both of houses; and
boats. The men were well provided with tools—hatchets, centre-

bits, adzes, planes, hand-saws, mallets, hammers, chisels, &c. &c. Rae
was most skilful at blacksmith's work, and with the aid of a little

portable forge he was able to make all the pins, tenons, bolts, nails,

screws, nuts, &c., required in carpentry. They had no mason in the
party; but none was wanted, as all the buildings of the factories in

the north are of wood. Fortunately there were plenty of trees about



84 THE FUR COUNTRY.

Cape r>;itlinrst, altliongli, as Hobsou had already remarked to Mrs
JJarnett, there was not a rock, a stone, not even a flint or a pebble,

to be seen. The shore was strewn with ^innumerable quantities of

bivalve ihclls broken by tlie surf, and with seaweed or zoophytes,

mostly sea-urchins and asteriadse ; but the soil consisted entirely of

earth and saiid, without a morsel of silica or broken granite; and the

cape itself was but an accumulation of soft earth, the particles of

which were scarcvjly held together by the vegetation with which it

was clothed.

In the afternoon of the same day, July Gth, Hobson and Mac-Nab
the carpenter went to choose the site of the principal house on the
plateau at the foot of Cape Batluirst. From this point the view
embraced the lagoon and the western districts to a distance of ten
or twelve miles. On the right, about four miles off, towered icebergs

of a considerable height, partly draped in mist; whilst on the left

stretched apparently boundless plains, vast steppes which it would
be impossible to distinguish from the frozen surface of the lagoon
or from the sea itself in the winter.

The spot chosen, Hobson and Mac-Nab set out the outer walls of

the house with the line. This outline formed a rectangle measur-
ing sixty feet on the larger side, and thirty on the smaller. The
facade of the house would therefore have a length of sixty feet

:

it was to have a door and three windows on the side of the

promontory, where the inner court was to be situated, and four

windows on the side of the lagoon. The door was to open at the

left corner, instead of in the middle, of the back of the house, for

the sake of warmth. This arrangement would impede the entrance

of the outer air to the further rooms, and add considerably to the

comfort of the inmates of the fort.

According to the simple plan agreed upon by the Lieutenant and
his master-carpenter, there were to be four compartments in the

house : the first to be an antechamber with a double door to keep
out the wind; the second to serve as a kitchen, that the cooking,

which would generate damp, might be all done quite away from
the living-rooms ; the third, a largo hall, where the daily meals were
to be served in common

; and the fourth, to be divided into several

cabins, like the state-rooms on board ship.

The soldiers were to occupy the dining-hall ^ yvisionally, and a

kind of camp-bed was arranged for them at the end of the room.

The Lieutenant, Mrs Barnett, Thomas Black, Maclge, Mrs Joliffe, Mrs i
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t

>I;ic-Nab, and Mrs llae were to lodge in the cabl.is of tlic fourth

compartment. They would certainly be packed pretty closely
;
but

it was only a temporary state of things, and when the barracks were

constructed, the principal house would be reserved to the officer in -

command, his sergeant, Thomas Black, iAlrs Barnett, and her faith-

ful Madge, who never left her. Then the fourth compartment

might perhaps be divided into three cabins, instead of four
;
for to

avoM corners as much as possible is a rule which should never be

lorgotten by those who winter in high latitudes. Nooks and corners

are, in fact, so many receptacles of ice. The partitions impede the

v-jntilation; and the moisture, generated in the air, freezes readily,

and makes the atmosphere of the rooms unhealthy, causing grave

maladies to those who sleep in them.

On this account many navigators who have to winter in the

midst of ice have one large room in the centre of their vessel, which

is shared by officers and sailors in common. For obvious reasonj,

however, Hobson could not adopt this plan.

From the preceding description we shall have seen that the future

house was to consist merely of a ground-floor. The roof was to be

high, and its sides to slope considerably, so that water could easily

run off them. -The snow would, however, settle upon them ; and

when once they were covered with it, the house would be, so to

speak, hermetically closed, and tlie inside temperature wotdd be

kept at the same mean height. Snow is, in fact, a very bad con-

ductor of heat : it prevents it from entering, it is true ; but, what

is more important in an Arctic winter, it also keeps it from getting

out.

The carpenter was to build two chimneys—one above the kitchen,

the other in connection with the stove of the large dining-room,

which was to heat it and the compartment containing the cabins.

The architectural effect of the whole would certainly be poor , but

the house would be as comfortable as possible, and what more could

any one desire ?

Certainly an artist who had once seen it would not soon forget

this winter residence, set down in the gloomy Arctic twilight in the

midst of snow-drifts, half hidden by icicles, draped in white from

roof to foundation, its walls encrusted with snow, and the smoke

from its fires assuming strangely-contorted forms in the wind.

But now to tell of the actual construction of this house, as yet

existing only m imagination. This, of course, was the business of
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Arac-Nab and liis men; and uliile the carpenters were at work,
the foraying i)arty to whom the commissariat was entrusted would
not be idle. There was plenty for every one to do.

The first step was to choose suitable timber, and a species of
Scotch fir was decided on, which grew conveniently upon the neigli-
bonring hills, and scorned altogether avcII adapted to the multifarious
uses to which it would be put. For in the rough and ready style of
habitation which they were planning, there could be no variety of
material

; and every part of the house—outside and inside walls,
flooring, ceiling, partitions, rafters, ridges, framework, and tiling-
would have to be contrived of planks, beams, and timbers. As may
readily be supposed, finished workmanship was not necessary for
such a description of building, and :Mac-Xab was able to proceed
very rapidly without endangering the safety of the building.
About a hundred of these firs were chosen and felled—they were
neither barked nor squared—and formed so many timbers, averag-
ing some twenty feet in length. The axe and the chisel did not
touch them except at the ends, in order to form the tenons and
mortise,? by which they were to be secured to one another. Very
few days sufficed to complete this part of the work, and the
timbers were brought down by the dogs to the site fixed on for
the principal building. To start with, the site had been carefully

levelled. The soil, a mixture of fine earth and sand, had been
beaten and consolidated with heavy blows. The brushwood with
which it was originally covered was burnt, and the thick layer of
ashes thus produced would prevent the damp from penetrating the
floors. A clean and dry foundation having been thus secured on
which to Liy the first joists, upright posts were fixed at each corner
of the site, and at the extremities of the inside walls, to form
the skeleton of the building. The posts were sunk to a depth of
some feet in the ground, after their ends had been hardened in the
fire

; and were slightly hollowed at each side to receive the cross-

beams of the outer wall, between which the openings for the doors
and windows had been arranged for. These posts were held
together at the top by horizontal beams well let into the mortises,
and consolidating the whole building. On these horizontal beams,
which rei)resented the architraves of the two fronts, rested the high
trusses of the roof, which overhung the Avails like the eaves "of

a chalet. Above this squared architrave were laid the joists

of the ceiling, and those of the floor upon the layer of ashes.

IL





-K~W



FORT HOPE. 87

Tlie timbers, both in the inaitlo and outside walls, were only

laid side by side. To insure their being properly joined,

Rae the Macksniith drove strong iron bolts through them at inter-

vals; and when even this contrivance proved insufficient to close the

interstices as hermetically as was necessary, !Mac-Nab had recourse to

cali\iiig, a process which seamen find invaluallo in rendering vessels

water-tight ; only as a substitute for tow he used a sort of dry moss,

with which tlio eastern side of the cape was covered, driving it into

the crevices with calking-irons and a hammer, filling up each hollow

with layers of hot tar, obtained without difficulty from the pine-trees,

and thus making the walls and boarding impervious to the rain and

damp of the winter season.

The door and windows in the two fronts were roughly but

strongly built, and the small panes of the latter glazed with isinglass,

which, though rough, yellow, and almost opaque, was yet the best

substitute fci- glass which the resources of the country afibrded ; and

its imperfections really mattered little, as the wii Jows were sure to

be always open in fine weather ; while during the long night of tho

Arctic winter they would be useless, and have to be kept closed and

defended by heavy shutters with strong bolts against theviolenco of the

gales. Meanwhile the house was being quickly fitted up inside. By
means of a double door between the outer and inner halls, a too sudden

change of temperature was avoided, and the wind was prevented

from blowing with unbroken force into the rooms. The air-pumps,

brought from Fort lleliance, were so fixed as to let in fresh air

whenever excessive cold prevented the opening of doors or windows

—one being made to eject the impure air from within, the other to

renew the su[)ply ; for the Lieutenant had given his whole mind to

this important matter.

The principal cooking utensil was a large iron furnace, which had

been brouglit piecemeal from Fort Reliance, and which the carpenter

put up without any difficulty. The chimneys for the kitchen and
hall, however, seemed likely to tax the ingenuity of the workmen to

the utmost, as no material within their reach was strong enough for

the purpose, and st».-ne, as we have said before, was nowhere to be

found in the country around Cape Bathurst.

The difficulty appeared insurmountable, when the invincible

Lieutenant suggested that they should utilise the shells with which

the shore was strewed.

'* Make chimneys of shells !
" cried the carpenter.
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" Yes, Mac-Nab," replied Hobson ;
" wo must collect the sIjcIIh,

grind them, burn them, and mako them into lime, then mould the

limo into bricks, jvnd use them in the same way."
" Let us try the shells, by all means," replied the carpenter ; and

80 the idea was put in i)ractice at once, ami many tons collected of

calcareous shells identical with those fuund in the lowest stratum
of the Tertiary formations.

A furnace was constructed for the decomposition of the carbonate

which is so largo an ingredient of these shells, and thus the lime

required was obtained in the space of a few hours. It would
perhaps be too much to say that the substance thus made was as

entirely satisfactory as if it had gonf hrough all the usual processes
;

but it answered its purpose, and strong conical chinnieys soon

adorned the roof, to the great satisfaction of Mrs Paulina Earnett,

who congratulated the originator of the scheme warndy on its

success, only adding laughingly, that she hoped the chimneys would
not smoke.

" Of course they will smoke, madam," replied Hobson coolly ; " all

chimneys do !

"

All this was finished within a month, and on the Gth of August
they were to take possession of the new house.

While Mac-Nab and his men were working so hard, the foraging

party, with the Lieutenant at its head, had been exploring the

environs of Cape l^athurst, and satisfied themselves that there

would be no difilculty in supplying the Company's demands for fur

and feathers, so soon as they could set about hunting in earnest.

In the meantime they prepared the way for future sport, content-

ing themselves for the present with the capture of a few couples of

reindeer, which they intended to domesticate for the sake of their

milk and their young. They were kept in a paddock about fifty

yards from the house, and entrusted to the care of Mac-Nab's wife,

an Indian woman, well qualified to take charge of them.

The care of the household fell to Mrs Paulina Barnett, and this

good woman, with Madge's help, was invaluable in providing for all

the small wants, which would inevitably have escaped the notice of

the men.

After scouring the country within a radius of several miles, the

Lieutenant notified, as the result of his observations, that the terri-

tory on which they had established themselves, and to which he

gave the name of Victoria Land, was a large peninsula about one
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hundred and fifty square miles in extent, with vet'y clourly-defined

boundaries, connected with the American continent by an iatljinus,

extending from tlie lower end of Washburn Eay on the east, us far

aa the corresponding slope on the opposite coast. The Lieutenant
next proceeded to ascertain what were the resources of the Jake and
river, and found great reason to be satisfied with tlie residt of his

examination. The shallow waters of the lake teemed with trout,

pike, and other available fresh-water fish ; and the little river was
a favourite resort of salmon and shoals of whitebait and smelts.

The supply of sea-iish was not no good; and though many a grampus
and whale passed by in the offing, the latter probably flying from
the harpoons of the Behring Strait fishermen, there were no means
of capturing them, unless one by chance happened to get stranded
on the coast; nor would Hobson allow any of the seals which
abounded on the western shore to be taken until a satisfactory

conclusion should be arrived at as to how to use them to the best

advantage.

The colonists now considered themselves fairly installed in their

new abode, and after due deliberation unanimously agreed to bestow
upon the settlement the name of Fort Good Hope.

Alas ! the auspicious title was never to be inscribed upon a map.
The undertaking, begun so bravely and with such pros])ects of success,

was destined never to be carried out, and another disaster would
have to be added to the long list of failures in Arctic enterprise.



CHAPTER XIV.

I

SOME EXCURSIONS.

^P|T did not take long to furnish the new abode. A camp-bed

structed a most substantial table, around which wom

i'rtsses completed the furniture of this anartnipnt tj,.
roon, ,vl,icl, ,va.,aIso ..ady, .as divided ^^^li^o^l^Z

a table. Mis Paulina Earaett and Mad™ were inst-illprl i„ „wind, looked immediately out upon the" lafe Hob n ffe edthe other with the window in it to Thomas DIacI- „,dTl,
°

.

nomor took immediate possession of it. TirL^tta '
„'wnromwas a d.ark eell adjoining the hall, with „o window but a ball'sZpierced through the partition. Mrs Joliffe, Mrs ll^^l fj?Kae with their husband,,, oceupied the other dormitori'; TWgood people agreed so well together th.at it would av
'

be^ a

to the little colony; and Mac-Nab h.ad already gone so Zas to .secure the services of Mrs Barnett .as g„d^ .,1" "
honour which gave the good woman much satisfaction. Thcs edlhad been entirely unleaded, and the bedding car, ed in 1 ^tdifferent rooms. All nteusils, stores, and provisions which w rerequired for immediate use were stowed away in a garret tilla ladder g.ave access. The winter clothing-such as bo 'ottrco*

la ge chests As soon as these arnangements were completedthe Lieutenan began to provide for the heating of the houseKnowing th.at the most energetic measures were ne es^rv to

of'inte V"n"i;
"' "-^ ^^="" ^™'-' '-' "-' during thl^^efaof ntensest cold there would be no possibility of leaving the Ic1to forage for supn cs. he ordered a m,.-,tit,- 1 1 1 ?11 .--, i.e orucrea a quantity of fuel to be brought
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from the wooded hills in the neighbourhood, and took car. tnoU- a plent.ful store of oil fro. the seals which abol'edTth:

pr<!iHeftr f '"f"'' "^' ""'^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^*--' t^e house was

fntJr ; .1 ?
^'«"densing apparatus which would receive the

Mrs Barnett • '< T ],.„.-.

^^=u) is, madam, he often said to

fatal to the enterprise." ^ ^^"'^ ''''''^ P^o^e

"Very true, Mr Hobson," replied Mrs Barnett- -and ..

"ir:tn;:::;!;™----the:^.cft£

ai/;Sb;:^,^i^';::]:::^S'"^°V'^^'^"'"^^^^ *^ -^^
stores As soon asl

^^^^ «0""try so as to economise our

turns. vVe need not thiulr nKnnf +i,„ ^ x
"'o'"o '-Apecli-

Ihe Lieutenant loved order nnd rlotor,..,v j . i

pan,o„. would help Lim to tl,. .,t,„os°„f the r Ivo .oL^^ T"','be wanting to the success of the expedition
*^ "'^

was hnished. Hob on et r^ 4' w^^^ " ''™'"''''' '»'"=

or 3.ed in which to .cepZ tlZl^Z' Z'r^^"^
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biiilt at the very foot of the promontory, against the liill, and about
forty yards to the right of the house. Barracks for the accommoda-
tion of the men were to be built opposite this kennel on tlie left,
Avlule the store and powder magazines were to occupy the front of
the enclosure.

Ilobson determined with almost excessive prudence to have
the Factory enclosed before the winter set in. A stronc^ fence
of pointed stakes, planted firmly in the ground, was set u"p as a
j.rotection against the inroads of wild animals or the hostilities of
the natives. The Lieutenant had not forgotten an outraije which
liad been committed along the coast at no great distance from Fort
Hope, and he well knew how essential it was to be safe from a conp
(Je main. The factory was therefore entirely encircled, and at each
extremity of the lagoon j\[ac-Xab undertook to erect a wooden
sentry-box commanding the coast-line, from which a watch could
be kept without any danger. The men worked indefatigably, and
It seemed likely that everything would be finished before the cold
season set in.

In the meantime hunting parties were organised. The capture
of seals beirg put off for a more convenient season, the sportsmen
prepared to supply the fort with game, which might be dried and
preserved for consumption during the bad season.

Accordingly Marbre and Sabine, sometimes accompanied by the
Lieutenant and Sergeant Long, whose experience was invaluable
scoured the country daily for miles round ; and it was no uncommon
sight to see Mrs Paulina Barnett join them and step briskly alone-
shouldering her gun bravely, and never allowing herself to be out-
stripped by her companions.

Throughout the month of August these expeditions were con-
tinued with great success, and the store of provisions increased
rapidly. :\rarbre and Sabine were skilled in all the artifices which
.'sportsmen employ in stalking their prey—particularly the reindeer,
which are exceedingly wary. How patiently they would face the
wind lest the creature's keen sense of smell should warn it of their
approach! and how cunningly they lured it on to its destruction by
displaying the magnificent antlers of some former victim above the
birch-bushes !

They found a useful alley in a certain little traitorous bird to
which the Indians have given the name of " monitor." It is a kind
of daylight owl, about the size of a pigeon, and has earned its name



till, and about

e accommoda-

3l on the left,

y the front of

mce to have

strong fence

set up as a

hostilities of

utrage Avliich

ice from Fort

3 from a covp

!, and at each

ct a wooden
watch could

atigably, and
fore the cold

The capture

lie sportsmen

be dried and

anied by the

3 invaluable,

uncommon
riskly along,

f to be out-

s were con-

ns increased

tifices which

he reindeer,

lid face the

n it of their

struction by
n above the

ous bird to

It is a kind

led its name

A HUNTIN(i VAHTW—Pat/l 'J2.







SEKGEAXT LONG AND MADGE FISHING. —Pa^^g 93.

«B.-4..3s!ai



SOME EXCU/iSIONS.
93

by its habit of calling the attention of hunters to their quarry byuttering a sharp note like the cry of a child.
When about fifty reindeer, or, to give them their Indian name
caribous, had been brought down by the guns, the flesh was cui

into long strips for food, the skins being kept to be tanned and used
lor shoe-leather.

Besides the caribous, there were also plenty of Polar hares, which
formed an agreeable addition to the larder. They were much less
timorous than the European species, and allowed themselves to becaught in great numbers. They belong to the rodent family, andhave long ears, brown eyes, and a soft fur resembling swan's downIhey weigh from ten to fifteen pounds each, and their flesh h
excellent. Hundreds of t .em were cured for winter use, and the
remanider converted into excellent pies by the skilful hands of Mrs
Joliiie.

While making provision for future wants, the daily supplies were
not neglected. In addition to the Polar hares, which underwent
every variety of culinary treatment from Mrs Joliiie, and won for
lier compliments innumerable from hunters and workmen alike
niany waterfowl figured in the bill of fare. Besides the ducks which
abounded on the shores of the lagoon, large flocks of grouse con^^re-
gated round the clumps of stunted willows. They belong as their
zoological name implies, to the partridge family, and might'be aptly
described as white partridges with long black-spotted feathers in
the tail. The Indians call them willow-fowl ; but to a European
sportsman they are neither more nor less than blackcock {Tetrao

delidous
'

'""'''^''^ '^'°^'^'^' ^'^'"'
"^ '^"''^' '^'''' ^'^ *'"^ 1^'^^^^

Then there were the supplies furnished by lake and stream.
Sergeant Long was a first-rate angler, and nothing could surpass the
skill and P^jtience with which he whipped the water and cast his
Jine. The faithful Madge, another worthy disciple of Isaak Walton
was perhaps his only equal. Day after day the two sallied forth'
together rod m hand, to spend the day in nnite companionship by
the nver-side whence they were sure to return in triumph laden
with some splendid specimens of the salmon tribe.

But to return to our sportsmen; they soon found that their
hunting excursions were not to be free from peril. Hobson ,>er-
ceived with some alarm that bears were very numerous in tho neigh-
bourhood, and that scarcely a day passed without one or more^.f
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them being siylited. Sometimes these unwelcome visitors belon-ed
to tlie family of brown bears, so common throughout the Avb.Ie
'' Cursed Land ; " but now and then a solitary specimen of the
formidable Polar bear warned the hunters what dangers they mi-ht
have to encounter so soon as the first frost should drive great jium-
bers of these fearful animals to the neighbourhood of Cape Eathurst
Every book of Arctic explorations is full of accounts of the frequent
perils to wiiich travellers and whalers are exposed from the ferocity
of these animals.

Now and then, too, a distant pack of wolves was seen, which
receded like a wave at the approach of the hunters, or the sound of
their bark was he.-'l as they followed the trail of a reindeer or
wapiti. These creatures were large gray wolves, about three feet
high, with long tails, whose fur becomes white in the winter. They
abounded in this part of the country, where fooc' was plentiful; and
frequented wooded spots, where they lived in holes like foxes. Durin.r
the temperate season, when they could get as much as they wanted
to eat, they were scarcely dangerous, and fled with the characteristic
cowardice of their race at the first sign of pursuit ; but when im-
pelled by hunger, their numbers rendered them very formidable

;

and from tiie fact of their lairs being close at hand, they never left
the country even in the depth of winter.

One day the sportsmen returned to Fort Hope, bringing with them
an unpleasant-looking animal, which neither Mrs Paulina Barnett
nor the astronomer, Thomas Black, had ever before seen. It was a
carnivorous creat.ireof the plantigrada family, and greatly resemble.i
the American glutton, being strongly built, with short legs, and, like
all animals of the feline tribe, a very supple back ; its eyes were
small and horny, and it was armed with curved claws and formid-
able jaws.

"What is this horrid creature ?" inquired T^frs Paulina Barnett
of Sabine, who replied in his usual sententious manner—
"A Scotchman would call it a 'quick-hatch,' an Indian an

* okelcoo-haw-gew,' and a Canadian a ' carcajou.'

"

" And what do you call it ?
"

" A wolverene, ma'am," returned Sabine, much delighted with the
elegant way in which he had rounded his sentence.

^

The wolverene, as this strange quadruped is called by zoologists,
lives in hollow trees ov rocky caves, whence it issues at night*' and
creates great havoc amongst beavers, musk-rats, and other rodents,
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sometimes fighting with a fox or a wolf for its spoils. Its chief charac-
teristics arc great cunning, immense muscular power, and an acuto
«ense of sme 1. It is found in very hi:,h latitudes ; and the short furwith which 1 IS clothed becomes almost black in the winter mc nthsand forms a large item in the Company's exports.
During their exeunsicms the settlers paid as much attention tothe Mora of the country as to its Fauna ; but in those regions vec^e-

tation has necessarily a hard struggle for existence, as it must br °veevery season of th. ye.r, whereas the animals are able to migrate
to a warmer climate during the winter.

_

The hills on the eastern side of the lake were well covered with
pine and hr trees; and Juspar also noticed the - tacamahac," a species
of poplar which grows to a groat height, and shoots forth yellowish
eaves which turn green iu the autumn. These trees and larches were
however, few and sickly looking, as if they found the oblique rays ofthe sun msufhcient to make them thrive. The Wack fir or Norway
spruce fir throve better, especially when situated in ravines well
sheltered from the north wind. The young shoots of this tree arevery valuable, yielding a favourite beverage known in NorthAmerica as " spruce-beer." A good crop of these branchlets was
gathered in and stored m the cellar of Fort Hope. There were alsothe dwarf birch, a shrub about two feet liigh, native to very cold
climates, and whole thickets of cedars, which are so valuable for fu-1Of vegetables which could be easily grown and used for food, this
barren huid yielded but few; and Mrs Joliffe, who took a ^rea
mterest in '' economic " botany, only met witi two plants whcwere avadable in cooking.

i.^Z'^TT.^
bulb, °very difficult to classify, because its leaves

fall off JUS at the flowering season, turned out to be a wild leekand yielded a good crop of onions, each about the size of an e.-^g
'

The other plant was that known throughout North America is"Labrador tea;" .t grew abundantly on tlie shores of the a" ^abetween the clumps of willow and arbutus, and formed the prinS^od of the Polar hares. Steeped in boiling water, and flavouredwith a few drops of brandy or gin, it formed an excellent beverageand served to economise the supply of China tea which the parthad brought from Fort Keliunce. ^ ^
Knowing the scarcity of vegetables, Jaspar Hobson had plentyof seeds with lum,. chiefly sorrel and scurvy-grass iCucldeariTZ

antiscorbutic properties of which are invaluabl 'in thlsettS In

IM
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clioosing tlio site of the settlement, such care had been taken to
find a 8[)()t .sheltered from the keen blasts, which shrivel vo,-,'etation

like a (ire, that there was i\ .> 'iwi.oo of these secd.s yieldhi- u
good crop in the ensninc; rojxsuii.

The dispen.sary of the new fort contained other antiscorbutics,

in the shape of casks of lemon and lime juice, both of which are
absolutely iidi.^ponsablo to an Arctic expedition. Still the greatest
economy was necessary with rc-^ard to the stores, as a loni,' period
of bad weather might cut ofl' tho communi;;atiOii uutween Fort Hope
and the southern stations.



CTTAPTEU XV.

FIFTEEN MILES FROM CAPE PATIIVR'^T,

>n^
^(C^?, ^"^l''i'''-^IBF'R had now commenced, and as upon the most

&^^K favourable calculation only three more weeks would in-

*>C2^SJ tervene before the bad season pet in and interrupted the
labours of the explorers, the greatest haste was necessary in com-
pleting the new ' iiildings, and Mac-Nab and his workmen surpassed
themselves in i.idustry. The dog-house was on the eve of being
finished, and very little remained to bo done to the palisading
whicli was to encircle the fort. An inner court had been con-

structed, in the shape of a half-moon, fenced with tall pointed
stakes, fifteen f.LL iiigli, to which a postern g; ve entrance. Jaspar
Hobson favoured the system of an unbroken enclosure with
detached forts (a great improvement upon the tactics of Vauban
and Cormontaigne), and knew that to make his defence complete
the summit of Ca; e Bathurst, which was the key of the position,

must bo fortified ; until that could bo done, however, he thought
the palisading would be a suflicient protection, at least against
quadrupeds.

Tlu! next thing was to lay in a supply of o I and lights, and
accordingly an expedition was organised to a ->ot about fifteen

miles distant where seals were p'ntiful, Mrs Paulina Barnett being
invited to accompany the sporcsmen, not indeed for the s.ike of
watching the v )r creatures slaughtered, but to satisfy her curiosity
with regard to ihe country around Cape Bathurst, and to see some
cliiTs on that part of the coast which were worthy of notice. The
Lieutenant chose as his other companions, S( i-eant Long, and the
soldiers Petersen, Hope, and Kellet, and the party set off at eight
o'clock in the morning in two sledges, each drawn by six dogs, on
which the bodies of the seals were to be brought back. The
weather was fine, but the fog which lay low along the horizon veiled
the rays of the sun, wL ise yellow disk was now beginning to dis-

G
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appear for Bomo hours during the night, a circumstance which at-
tructcd tlio Liouton.mfa attention, for reasons whicli we will explain

That part of the shore to tiie west of Cai.e Uathurst rises but a
few inches above the level of the sea, and the tides ure-or aie
said to be-very high in the Arctic Ocean-many navigators, such
us larry, I'rankliu, the two Rosses, M'Clure, and M'Clintock
having observed that when tlie sun and moon were in conjunction
the waters were sometimes twenty-five feet above the ordinary levelHow then wa? it to be explained that the sea did not at high tide
inundate Ca] o Eatlmrst, which possessed no natural defences such
as chtts or .'.owns J What was it, in fact, which prevented the entire
submersio. of the wliole district, and the meeting of the waters of
the lake with those of the Arctic Ocean?

Jaspar
: lobson could not refrain from remarking on this peculiarity

to Mrs liar lett, who replied somewhat hastily that she supposed that
there were- in spite of all that had been said to the contrary—no
tides in the Arctic Ocean.

"On the contrary, madam," said Hobson, "all navigators ar^ree
that the ebb and flow of Polar seas are very distinctly marked and
It is imj.ossible to believe that they can have been mistakeii on
such a subject."

" How is it, then," inr nned Mrs Earnetfc, "that this land is not
flooded when it is scarcely ten feet above the sea ](=vc-l at low
tide ?

'

" That is just wliat puzzles me," said Hobson ;
" for I have been

attentively watching the tides all through this month, and durin-
that time they have not varied more than a foot, and I feel certairr
that even during the September equinox, they will not rise more
than a foot and a half all along the shores of Cape Bathurst."
"Can you not explain this phenomenon?" inquired Mrs

Barnett.

" Well, madam," replied the Lieutenant, " two conclusions are
open to us, either of which I find it difficult to believe ; such men as
Franklin, Parry, Boss, and others, are mistaken, and there are no
tides on this part of the American coast ; or, as in the Mediterranean
to which the waters of the Atlantic have not free ingress, the straits
are too narrow to be affected by the ocean currents."'
"The latter would appear to be the more reasonable hypothesis.

Mr Hobson.

'

" It is not, however, thoroughly satisfactory," said the Lieutenant,
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" and I feel sure that if we could but find it, there is some simple
and natural explanation of the phenomenon."

After a monotonous journey along a flat and sandy shore, the
party reached their destination, and, having unharnessed the teams,
they were left behind lest they should startle the seals.

At the first glance around them, all were equally struck with the
contrast between the appearance of this district and that of Cape
Bathurst.

Here the coast line was broken and fretted, showing manifest
traces of its igneous origin ; whereas the site of the fort was of
sedimentary formation and aqueous origin. Stone, so conspicuously
absent at the cape, was here plentiful ; th;i black sand and porous
lava were strewn with huge boulders deeply imbedded in the soil,

and there were large quantities of the aluminium, silica, and felspar

pebbles peculirr to the crystalline strata of one class of igneous
rocks. Glitterij.g Labrador stones, and many other kinds of felspar,

red, green, and blue, were sprinkled on the unfrequented beach,
with grey and yellow pumice-stone, and lustrous variegated
obsidian. Tall clifis, rising some two hundred feet above the sea,

frowned down upon the bay; and the Lieutenant resolved to
climb them, and obtain a good view of the eastern side of the
country. For this there was plenty of time, as but few of the
creatures they had come to seek were as yet to be seen, and the
proper time for the attack would be when they assembled for the
afternoon siesta in which the amphibious mammalia always indulge.
The Lieutenant, however, quickly discovered that the animals
frequenting this coast were not, as he had been led to suppose, true
seals, although they belonged to the PhociutR family, but morses
or walruses, sometimes called sea-cows. They resemble the seals in
general form, but the canine teeth of the upper jaw curved down-
wards are much more largely developed.

Following the coast line, which curved considerably, and to which
they gave the name of " Walruses' Bay,'' the party soon reached the
foot of the clifF, and I'ctersen, Hope, and Kellet, took up their
position as sentin.'ls on the little promontory, whilst Mrs Barnctt,
Hobson, .'iid Long, after promising not to lose sight of their comrades,
and to be on the look-out for their signal, proceeded to climb the
cliff, the summit of which they reached in about a quarter of an
hour. From this position they were able to survey the whole
surrounding counti/; at their feet lay the vast sea, stretching
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northwards as far as the eye could reach, its expanse so entirely

unbroken by islands or icebergs that the travellers came to the
conclusion, that this portion of the Arctic waters was navigable as
far as Behring Straits, and that during the summer season the North-
West Passage to Cape Bathurst would be open to the Company's
ships. On the west, the aspect of the country explained the presence
of the volcanic debris on the shore ; for at a distance of about ten
miles was a chain of granitic hills, of conical form, with blunted
crests, looking as if their summits had been cut off, and with jagged
tremulous outlines standing out against the sky. They had
hitherto escaped the notice of our party, as they were concealed by
the cliffs on the Cape Bathurst side, and Jaspar Hobson examined
them in silence, but with great attention, before he proceeded to

study the eastern side, which consisted of a lor g strip of perfectly

level coast-line stretching away to Cape Bathurst. Any one pro-

vided with a good field-glass would have been able to distinguish

the fort of Good Hope, and perhaps even the cloud of blue smoke,
which was no doubt at that very moment issuing from Mrs Joliffe's

kitchen chimney.

The country behind them seemed to possess two entirely distinct

characters
; to the east and south the cape was bounded by a vast

plain, many hundreds of square miles in extent, while behind the
cliff, from " Walruses' Bay " to the mountains mentioned above, the
country had undergone terrible convulsions, showing clearly that it

owed its origin to volcanic eruptions. The Lieutenant was muoii
struck with this marked contrast, and Sergeant Long asked him
whether he thought the mountains on thi western horizon were
volcanoes.

"Undoubtedly," said Hobson; ''all these pumice-stones and
pebbles have been discharged by them to this distance, and if we
were to go two or three miles fartLir, we should find ourselves

treading upon nothing but lava and ashes."

" Do you suppose," inquired the Sergeont, " that all these vol-

canoes are still active ?

"

" That I cannot tell you yet."

" But there is no smoke issuing from any of them," added the

Sergeant.

•' That proves nothing
;
your pipe is not always in your mouth,

and it is just the same with volcanoes, they are not always
smokiufr."

iSsste^
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" I see," said the Sergeant ;
" but it is a great puzzle to me how

volcanoes can exist at all on Polar contii onts."

" Well, there are not many of them !
" said I\Irs Barnett.

" No, madam," replied Jaspar, " but they are not so vevy rare
either

; they are to be found in Jan Mayeu's Land, the Aleutian
Isles, Kamchatka, Hussian America, anc^ Iceland, as well as in the
Antarctic circle, in Tierra del Fuego, and Australasia. They are the
chimneys of the great furnace in the centre of the earth, where
Nature makes her chemical experiments, and it appears to me that
the Creator of all things has taken care to place those safety-valves

v.'licrever they were most needed."

" I suppose so," replied the Sergeant ; " and yet it does seem very
strange to find them in this icy climate."

"Why should they not be here as well as anywhere else,

Sergeant ? I should say that ventilation holes arc likely te be more
numerous at the Poles than at the Equator !"

" Why so? " asked the Sergeant in much surprise.

" Because, if these safety-valves are forced open by the pressure
of subterranean gases, it will most likely be at the spots where the
surface of the earth is thinost, and :ic> the globb is flattened at the
poles, it would appear natural that but Kellet is making si^ns
to us," added the Lieutenant, breaking off abruptly ;

" will you join
us, Mrs Barnett ?

"

" No, thank you. I will stay here until we return to the fort. I
don"t care to watch the walrus slaughtered !

"

" Very well," replied Hobson, " only don't forget to join us in
an hour's time, meanwhile you can enjoy the view."

The beach was soon reached, and some hundred walrus had
collected, either waddling about on their clumsy webbed feet, or
sleeping in family groups. Some few of the larger males—creatures
nearly four feet long, clothed with very short reddish fur—kept
guard over the herd.

Great caution was required in approaching tha*e formidable-
looking animals, ; :».d the hunters took advantage of every bit of
cover afforderi by rocks and inequalities of the ground, so as
to get within easy xunge of them and cut off their retreat' to the
sea.

On land these creatures are clumsy and awkward, moving in
jerks or with creeping motions like huge cate . 3, but in v°ater
—their native eiemeut—they are nimble and even graceful ; indeed
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Kow Cape Bathurst rises abruptly Z'peTpen^.^r^afV^"

portion of the continent was rent av/ay in some vi. I^nf •

convulsion, and flung into the Arctic Jcean HeJc: th 1^""
of morses on the beach of our cape."
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CHAFTER XVI.

ri'FO SHOTS.

v^jf^riE first half of September passed rapidly away. Had
^^'hr^ Fort Hope been situated at the Pole itself, that is to say,

^124^ twenty degrees farther north, the Polar night would

have set in on the 21st of tliat month. But under the seventieth

parallel the sun would be visible above the horizon for another

month. Nevertheless, the temperature was already decidedly colder,

the thermometer fell during the night to 31° Fahrenheit; and thin

coatings of ice appeared here and there, to be dissolved again in the

day-time.

But the settlers were able to await the coming of winter without

alarm : they had a more than sufficient store of provisions, their

supply of dried venison had largely increased, another score of

morses had been killed, the tame rein-deer were warmly and com-

fortably housed, and a huge wooden shed behind the house was filled

with fuel. In short, everything was prepared for the Pohir night.

And now all the wants of the inhabitants of the fort being pro-

vided for, it was time to think of the interests of the Company.

The Arctic creatures had now assumed their winter furs, and were

therefore of the greatest value, and ITobson organised shooting

parties for the remainder of the fine weather, intending to set traps

when the snovv should prevent furtlior excursions.

They would have plenty to do to satisfy the requirements of the

Company, for so far north it was of no use to depend on the

Indians, who are generally the purveyors of the factories.

The first expedition was to the haunt of a family of beavers,

long since noted by the watchful Lieutenant, on a tributary of the

streani already referred to. It is true, the fur of the beaver is not

now as valuable .is when it was used for hats, and fetched J£16 per

kilogramme (rather more than 21b.) ; but it stiU. commands a high

price as the animal is becoming very scarce, m consequence of the

reckless way in ^ ,hich it has been hunted.
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When the party reached their destination, the Lieutenant called
Mrs Barnett's attention to the great ingenuity displayed by beavers
in the construction of their submarine city. There were some
hundred animals in the little colony now to be invaded, and they
lived together in pairs in the "holes" or "vaults" they had
hollowed out near the stream. They had already commenced their
preparations for the winter, and were hard at work constructing
their dams and laying up their piles of wood. A dam of admirable
structure had already been built across the stream, which was deep
and rapid enough not to freeze far below the surface, even in the
severest weather. This dam, which was convex towards the current,
consisted of a collection of upright stakes interlaced with branches
and roots, the whole being cemented together and rendered water-
tight with the clayey mud of the river, previously pounded by the
animals' feet. The beavers use their tails—which are large and
flat, with scales instead of hair at the root—for plastering ovJ their
buildings and beating the clay into shape.

" The object of this dam," said the Lieutenant to Mrs Barnett
" is to secure to the beavers a sufficient depth of water at all seasons
of the year, and to enable the engineers of the tribe to build the
round huts called houses or lodges, the tops of which you can just
see. They are extremely solid structures, and the walls made of
stick, clay, roots, &c., are two feet thick. They can only be entered
from below the water, and their owners have therefore to dive
when they go home—an admirable arrangement for their protection.
Each lodge contains two stories

; in the lower the winter stock of
branches, bark, and roots, is laid up, and the upper is the residence
of the householder and his fVimily."

" There is, however, not a beaver in sight," said Llrs Barnett • "is
this a deserted village %

" '

" Oh no," replied the Lieutenant, " the inhabitants are now all
asleep and resting; they only work in the night, and we mean to
surprise thjm in their holes."

This was, ia fact, easily done, and in an hour's time about
hundred of tlie ill-fated rodents had been captured, twenty of which
were of very great value, their fur being black, and therefore
especially esteemed. That of the others was also long, glossy, and
silky, but of a reddish hue mixed with chestnut brown. Beneath
the long fur, the beavers have a second coat of close short hair of a
gveyish-white colour.
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The hunters returned to the fort much delighted with the result

of their expedition. The beavers' skins were warehoused and labelled
as *' parchments " or " young beavers," according to their value.

Excursions of a similar kind were carried on throughout the
month of September, and during the first half of October, with
equally happy results.

A few badgers were taken, the skin being used as an ornament
for the collars of draught horses, and the hair for making brushes of
every variety. These carnivorous creatures belong to the bear
family, and the specimens obtained by Hobson were of the genus
peculiar to North America, sometimes called the Taxel badger.

Another animal of the rodent family, nearly jis industrious as the
beaver, largly contributed to the stores of the Company This was
the musk-rat or musquash. Its head and body are about a foot
long, and its tail te-, inches. Its fur is in considerable demand.
These creatures, like the rest of their family, multiply with extreme
rapidity, and a great number were easily unearthed.

In the pursuit of lynxes and wolverines or gluttons, fire-arms had
to be used. The lynx has all the suppleness and agility of the feUne
tribe to which it belongs, and is formidable even to the rein-deer •

Marbre and Sabine were, however, well up to their work, and
succeeded in killing more than sixty of them, A few wolverines or
gluttons were also despatched, their fur is reddish-brown, and that of
the lynx, light-red with black spots ; both are of considerable value.

Very few ermines or stoats were seen, and Jaspar Hobson
ordered his men to spare any which happened to cross their path
until the winter, when they should have assumed their beautiful
snow-white coats with the one black spot at the tip of the tail. At
present the upper fur was reddisli-brown and the under yellowish-
white, so that, as Sabine expressed it, it was desirable to let them
" ripen," or, in other words,—to wait for the cold to bleach them.

Their cousins, the polecats, however, which emit so disagreeable
an odour, fell victims in great numbers to the hunters, who either
tracked them to their homes in hollov»- trees, or shot them as they
glided through the branches.

Martens, properly so-called, were hunted with great zeal. Their
fur is in considerable demand, although not so valuable as that of
the sable, which becomes a dark lustrous brown in the winter. The
latter did not, however, come in the way of our hunters, .i,s it only
frequents the north of Europe and Asia as far as Kamchatka, and
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Ls diiefly huntorl by tho inhabitants of Siberia. Tl.ny bad to bo content w.th the polecats and ,ine u.arten ., called <^ ^1^2^^^^
wJuch frequent tlie shores of the Arctic Ocean

'

All the weasels and martens are very diflicult to cateh • thovwng^^le then, long supple bodies through the smallest aperture'sSgreat ease, and thus elude their pursuers. In the win er h woverhey are easily taken in traps, and Marbre and Sab] ,o looked^rward to make up for lost tune then, when, saul they, "
there .be plenty of their furs in the Company's stores "

Wo have now only to mention the Arctic or blue and silver foxes

ud";- t P ' '' "^"^ ''''''^' ^^^'^"^'^ ^^- P-fit3 of tSiliwsoli s Hay Coiiiiiiitiy,

The furs of tl.cse foxes arc esleemerl i„ tl,e Iii„,h„ ,„^E„g ,,* ,„„,fct., above all „.l,er,, „„d t|,at of tl.o Un^ITl tmo., valuable of all. Tl.is pretty c-oature I.,,s a blaek m z,l atbe „r ,s not a,, one w„„l,l .,n,,„o..e bine, bnt wh,ti.,h-b,w '•
,

great ,,noe_s,x tnnes that of any other kin,I_arise, frl' ,,
s.H.er.or so t,^,,.,, thiekness, and length. A eloak beta: n'T t e

Several of these foxes were sighted at Cape Bathurst but allescaped the hunters
; whilst only about a do.en silver foxes fellinttheir hand. The fur of the latter-of a lustrous black d tted w"thwh:te-is much sought after in England and IJussia a lot itdoes^not command so high a price as that of the foxe^ mttitd

.on?bI 1 f"'
f""'-'/'^'^ ^--^PtHred was a splendid creature with acoal-black fur tii,ped with white at the extreme end ofZuT awith a dash of the same on the forehead tLHI '

'

attending its death deserve relation in Si, as' ey^^Th::Hobson was right in the precautions he had taken
On the morning of the 24th September, two 'sled-^es convevpd

to' W-S::^^^^^^^^^^^ S "T"' '7r ^ ^-^"' Marbre,fndTbre
to Wall uses Lay. Some traces of foxes had been noticed the eveningbefore, amongst some rccics clothed with scanty herbage and hfdirection taken by the animals was very clearfy indfeat'ed Thehunters followed up the trail of a large .4imal, and w re ward dby bringing down a very fine silver fox

rewarded
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Several other animals of the same species were sicrhted and ih.h^. ers divided into two parties_Ma/bre and Sabine goir'afteone fl.e, and Mrs Barnett, Hobson, and the Sergeant, tryinAc cutoff the retreat of another fine animal hiding behind some rot-lcs
threat caution and some artifice was necessary to deal with "thiscrafty annnal which took care not to expose atsdf to a sho tLmrsiut lasted for half-an-hour without success; but at last the poocreature, with the sea on one side and its three enemies on the otherhad recourse in its desperation to a flying leap, thinking thus toescape witli its life. But Hobson was too quick for it; Ind as itbounded by like a flash of lightning, it was struck by a ho ad toeveryone's surprise, the report of the Lieutenant's gun was su^ cededby tl a of another, and a second ball entered the body of the foxwhich fell to the ground mortally wounded.

'

" Hurrah
! hurrah !

" cried Hobson, " it is mine 1

"

''And mine!" said another voice, and a stranger stept forwardand^pkced his foot upon the fox just as the Lieutenant was about td

Hobson drew back in astonishment. He thought the second ballhad been fired by the Sergeant, and found himself face tof"a stranger whose gun was still smoking.
The rivals gazed at each other in sifence.

nvln •'•* f,

^^''

^f'*^
''"'^ approached, and the stranger wasqMckly joined by twelve comrades, four of whom were like^LICanadian travellers," and eight Chippeway Indians.Ue leaderwasa tall man-a fine specimen of his class-those Cana-dian trappers described in the romances of Washington L-vin: whoTecompetition Hobson had dreaded with such good^reason. He wothe traditional costume ascribed to his fellow-hunters by th <^^eAmerican writer; a blanket loosely arranged about hi.f p sof astriped cotton shirt, wide cloth trousers, leather gaiters deersHnmocassins and a sash of checked woollen stuff 'und [he wtt

A • ^ leiiLu uanaaians perhaps an ao-ent of tlioWican Company come to act as a spy on\lie settlers fn L fo'tIhe other four Canadians wore a costume resembling that thei^leader, but of coarser materials.

The Frenchman bowed politely to Mrs Barnett, and the Lieutenant



io8 THE rUR COUNTRY.

was the first to break the .silence, during which he had not removed
lii.s eyes from his rival's face.

" This fox is mine, sir," he said quietly.

'* It is if you killed it !
" replied the other in good English, but

with a slightly foreign accent.

" Excuse me, sir," rei)licd Hobson rather sharply, '*
it is mine in

any case."

The stranger smiled scornfully at this lofty reply, so exactly what
he expected from an agent of the Hudson's Bay Company, which
claims sui)remacy over all the northern districts, from the Atlantic
to the Pacific.

" Do you mean to say," he said at last, gracefully toying with his

gun, " that you consider the Hudson's Bay Company mistress of the
whole of North America ?

"

"Of course I do," said Hobson; "and if, as I imagine, you belong
to an American company "

.

" To the St Louis Fur Company," replied the stranger with a
bow.

" I think," added the Lieutenant, " that you will find it difficult

to show the grants entitling you to any privileges here."

" Grants ! privileges 1 " cried the Canadian scornfully, "old world
terms which are out of place in America !

"

" You are not lu-w on American but on English ground," replied
the Lieutenant proudly.

" This is no time for such a discussion," said the hunter rather
warmly. •' We all know the old claims made by the English in

general, and the Hudson's Bay Company in particular, to these
hunting grounds; but I expect coming events will soon alter this

state of things, and America will be America from the Straits of
:Magellan to the North Pole !

"

" I do not agree with you," replied Hobson dryly.

" Well, sir, however that may be," said the Canadian, " let us
suffer this international question to remain in abeyance for the
present. Whatever rights the Company may arrogate to itself, it is

very clear that in the extreme north of the continent, and especially

on the coast, the territory belongs to whoever occupies it. You
have founded a factoiy on Cape Bathurst, therefore we will respect
your domain, and you on your side will avoid ours, when the St
Louis fur-traders have established their projected fort at another
point on the northern shore of America."
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The Licutcri.int frowned at this apeocli, for he well knew what

compliccitions would arise in the future wlicii the Hudson's Bay

Company would be compelled to struggle for supremacy with power-

ful rivals, and that quarrelling and even bloodshed would ensue ; he

could not, however, but acknowledge that this was not the time to

begin the discussion, and he was not sorry when the hunter, whose

manners, to tell the truth, were very polite, placed the dispute on

another footing.

"As for this present matter," said the Canadian, "it is of minor

importance, and we must settle it according to the rules of the chase.

Our guns are of different calibre, and our balls can be easily dis-

tinguished ; let the fox belong to whichever of us really killed

it."

The proposition was a fair one, and the body of the victim was

examined accordingly. One ball had entered at the side, the other

at the heart ; and the latter was from the gun of the Canadian.
*' The fox is your property, sir," said Jaspar Hobson, vainly

endeavouring to conceal liis chagrin at seeing this valuable spoil

fall into the enemy's hands.

The Canadian took it, but instead of throwing it over his shoulder

and carrying it off, he turned to ^Mrs Barnett, and said

—

" Ladies are fond of beautiful furs, and although, perhaps, if they

knew better what dangers and difficulties have to be surmounted in

order to obtain them, they might not care so much about them, they

are not likely to refuse to wear them on that account, and I hope,

madam, you will favour me by accepting this one in remembrance

of our meeting."

Mrs Barnett hesitated for a moment, but the gift was offered

with so much courtesy and kindliness of manner, that it would

have seemed churlish to refuse, and she therefore accepted it with

many thnnks.

This little ceremony over, the stranger again bowed politely, and,

followed by his comrades, quickly disappeared behind the rocks,

whilst the Lieutenant and his party returned to Fort Good Hope.

Hobson was very silent and thoughtful all the way ; for he could

not but feel that the existence of a rival company would greatly

compromise the success of his undertaking, and lead to many
future difficulties.



CHAPTER XVII.

THE APPROACH OF WINTER.

MM^ ^^^ *''^ ^^^^ "^ September. Tlie sun Avas tlicn passing
pV^ through tiie autmunal equinox, tluit is to say, the clay and
S^e^S^ night were of equal length all over the world. These
successive alternations of light and darkness were hailed with
delight by the inhabitants of the fort. It is easier to sleep in the
absence of the sun, and darkness refreshes and strengthens the
eyes, weary with the unchanghig brightness of several months of
daylight.

We know that during the equinox the tides are generally at
their greatest height ; we have high water or flood, fur tho sun and
moon being in conjunction, their double influence is brought to bear
upon the waters. It was, therefore, necessary to note carefully the
approaching tide at Cape Bathurst. Jaspar Ilobsou had made bench
marks some days before, so as to estimate exactly the amount of
vertical displacement of the waters between high and low tide ; he
found, however, that in spite of all the reports of previous observers
the combined solar and lunar influence was hardly felt in this part
of the Arctic Ocean. There was scarcely any tide at all, and the
statements of navigators on the subject were contradicted.

" There is certainly something unnatural here ! " said Lieutenant
Hobson to himself.

He did not in fact know what to think, but other cares soon
occupied his mind, and he did not long endeavour to get to the
rights of this singular peculiarity.

On the 29th September the state of the atmosphere chancred
considerably. The thermometer fell to 41° Fahrenheit, and the sky
became covered with clouds which were soon converted into heavy
rain. The bad season was approaching.

Before the ground should be covered with snow, Jkirs Jolifi"e was
busy sowing the seeds of Cochlearia (scurvy grass) and sorrel, in
the hope that as they were very hardy, and would be well protected
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fr..rn the rigour of the winter by tl,e snow itself, they vvouhl come u,.
in tl»e 'vpring. Her garden, consisting of several acres hidden behind
the cliff of he cape, had been prepared beforehand, and it was sown
during the last days of September.
Hobson inade his companions assume their winter garments

before the great cold set in, and all were soon suitably clothed in
the linen under vests, deerskin cloaks, sealskin pantah.ons, fur
bonnets, and waterproof boots with which tliey wore providedWe may also say that the rooms were suitably dressed; the wooden
walls were hung wifh skin.s, in order to prevent the formation uponthem of coats of ice in sudden fulls of ten)perature. About thistime Rae set up his condensers for collecting the vapour suspended
in the air, which were to be emptied twice a week. The heat ofthe stove was rogulate.l according to the variations of the external
temperature, so as to keep the thermometer of the rooms at 50^^
Fahrenheit Ihe house would soon be covered with thick snowwhich would prevent any waste of the internal warmth, and by thiscombmation of natural and artificial protections they hopea to be

'^Zn^'^ ^""^^"'^^^' ^^^^^ ^^^'" ™-t formidable enemies,

On the 2nd October the thermometer fell still lower, and thefirst snow storm came on
; there was but little wind, and therewere therefore none of those violent whirlpools of snow c died dr^tsbut a vas wh. e carpet of unif<,rm thickness soon clothed the clpethe encnnte of fort, and the coast. The waters of the lake and se''not yet petrified by the icy hand of winter, were of a du 1, Ion ;'

greyish hue, and on the northern horizon the first icebergs tood outagainst the misty sky. The blockade had not yet comnien ed bnature was collecting her materials, soon to be cemented by the co dinto an impenetrable barrier.
^

8ea'^ti?ir''TV'T"^""^''™"°" °" '^' liquid surfaces ofsea and lake. The lagoon was the first to freeze over : Lirirewhitish-grey patches appeared here and there, signs of a hard f Ssetting m, favoured by the calmness of the atmosphere, and a^a night during which the thermometer had remained'at 1 °
l' htheit, the surface of the lake was smooth and firm enough to sat sXth most fasti .ous skaters of the Serpentine. On the^erge of thehonzon the sky assumed that peculiar appearance which whalercall ice bhnk. and which is the result of the glare of light reflectedobliquely from the surface of the ice against the opposite atmos-
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])licre. Vast tracts of tlio occjin became prndiially solidified, tlio ioo-

flclds, formed by tlio acciuimlatioii of icicles, became welded to the

coast, prcsentiiif? a surface broktiii and distorted by tlio action of tlio

waves, and contrasting; stronj^'ly with the smooth mirror of the lake.

Hero and there floated these long pieces, scarcely cemented togetlior

at the edges, known as " drift ice," and the " hummocks," or pro-

tuberances caused by the s(iueezing of ono pieco against another,

were also of frc(iuent occuirence.

In a few days the aspect of Cape Pjathurst and the surrounding

districts was completely changed. Mrs Barnett's delight and
enthusiasm know no bounds ; everything was new to her, and she

would have thought no fatigue or sutl'ering too great to bo endured

for the sake of witnessing such a spectacle. She could iningino

nothing more sublime than this invasion of winter with all its

mighty forces, tliis conquest of the northern regions by tho cold.

All trace of the distinctive features of tho country had disappeared
;

tho land was metamor[)liosed, a new country was springing into being

before her admiring eyes, a country gifted with a grand and touch-

ing beauty. Details were lost, only the largo outlines 'vere givou,

scarcely marked out against tho misty sky. Ono transformation

scene followed another with magic rapidity. Tho ocean, which but

lately lifted up its mighty waves, was hushed and still ; the verdant

soil of various hues was replaced by a carpet of dazzling whiteness

;

the woods of trees of diirerent kinds \.ere converted into groups of

gaunt skeletons draped in hoar-frost ; tlio radiant orb of day had

become a pale disc, languidly running its allotted course in the

thick fog, and visible but for a few hours a day, whilst the sea-

horizon, no longer clearly cut against the sky, was hidden V)y an end-

less chain of ico-bergs, broken into countless rugged forms, and

building up that impenetrable ice-wall, which Nature has set up

between the Pole and the bold explorers who endeavour to reach

it.

Wo can well understand to how many discussions and conversa-

tions tho altered appearance of the country gave ri.so. Thomas

Black was the only one who remained inditlerent to the sublime

beauty of the scene. But what could one expect of an astronomer

so wrapped up in his one idea, that he might be said to be present

in the little colony in the body, but absent in spirit % lie lived in

the contemplation of the heavenly bodies, passing from the examina-

tion of one constellation to that of another, roving in imagination
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through the vast realms of space, peopled by countless radiant orbs,

and fuming with rage when fogs or clouds hid the objects of his

devotion from his sight. Hobson consoled him by promising him

fine cold nights admirably suited to astronomical observations, when

he could watch the beautiful Aurora Borealis, the lunar halos, and

other phenomena of Polar countries worthy even of his admira-

tion.

The cold was nut at this time too intense ; there was no wind, and

it is the wind which makes the cold so sharp and biting. Hunting

was vigorously carried on for some days. The magazines became

stocked with new furs, and fresh stores of provisions were laid up.

Partridges and pta'-migans on heir way to th'^ south passed over

the fort in great numbers, and supplied fresh and wholesome meat.

Polar or Arctic hares were plentiful, and had already assumed their

white winter robes. About a hundred of these rodents formed a

valuable addition to the reserves of the colony.

There were also large flocks of the whistling swan or hooper, one of

the finest species of North America. The hunteis killed several couples

of them, handsome birds, four or five feet in entire length, with white

plumage, touched with copper colour on the head and upper part of

neck. They were on their way to a more hospitable zone, where

they could find the aquatic plants and insects they required for

food, and they sped through the air at a rapid pace, for it is as

much 1 .3ir native element as water. Trumpeter swans, with a cry

like the shrill tone of a clarion, which are about the same size as the

hoopers, but have black feet and beaks, also passed in great numbers,

but neither Marbre nor Sabine were fortunate enough to bring down
any of them. However, they shouted out " an revoir " in significant

tones, for they knew that they would return with the first breezes of

spring, and that they could then be easily caught. Their skin,

plumage, and down, are all of great value, and they are therefore

eagerly hunted. In some favourable years tens of thousands of

them have been exported, fetching half a guinea a piece.

During these excursions, which only lasted for a few hours, and

were often interrupted by bad weather, packs of wolves were often

met with. There wt'.s no need to go far to find thorn, for, rendered

bold by hunger, they already ventured close to the factory. Their

scent is very keen, and they were attracted by the smell from the

kitchen. During the night they could be heard howling in a threat-

ening manner. Although not dangerous individually, these carnivo-
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cTtoto IT "ff ° '," ""'''' ™'' "'^ "'""-« f'^f-e took

Tic bear"rstti; ' ™"' '^y""" *" ™-""" "f 'he fort

could cMend itself, and provision its stores at tlie same time

0. '^::zzrr:srt^^f- -t:excursions were made without difficulty ulonV "t'lie co st n H '

south of tliP fn..f q-ii T • X
"^

'"uijg me coast on the

a^nrof I^^/s't
^!^^ ^^^"^^"'-^"^ ^'^« '-^"^^ious to ascertain if the.loents ot the St Louis Fur Company had left the countrv TJ

wh cfraftoTT 'T''
''''''' ''''' ^-^'-^ -vi:; fit t

•

iTnl ; , ";

"''^^ ^'^'"^' ^"""^^ the house every day whilst a

tlie do^s and rein-deer. Excursions became more and more rareand It was nnpossible to walk without snow-shoes

s^e. <,n iee
; „. Ba,.„ett tt:! ;:.;::ar:.,:: £'Laws qm e as expert in tl.oir „se as t],e rest of ti.e mrty T ,n

explorers, -ivlro were eve.i able to advance several miles from

er:Xt''thiLf"1"°^ "'= °^^"" "o-ooveredtit :Boveral .eet thick. It was, liowever, very tirii.g work, for the ice
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fields were rugged and uneven, strewn with piled-up ridges of ice

and hummocks which liad to be turned. Further out a chain of

icebergs, some five hundred feet high, barred their progress. These

mighty icebergs, broken into fantastic and picturesque forms, were
a truly magnificent spectacle. Here they looked like the whitened
ruins of a town with curtains battered in, and monuments and
columns overthrown ; there like some volcanic land torn and
convulsed by earthquakes and eruptions ; a confusion of glaciers

and glittering ice-peaks with snowy ramparts and buttresses,

valleys, and crevasses, mountains and hillocks, tossed and distorted

like the famous Alps of Switzerland. A few scattered birds,

petrels, guillemots, and puffins, lingering behind their fellows, still

enlivened the vast solitude with their piercing cries ; huge white

bears roamed about amongst the hummocks, their dazzling coats

scarcely distinguishable from the shining ice—truly there was
enough to interest and excite our adventurous lady traveller, and
even ]\Iadge, the faithful Madge, shared the enthusiasm of her

mistress. How far, how very far, were both from the troj)ic zones of

India or Australia

!

The frozen ocean was firm enough to have allowed of the passage

of a park of artillery, or the erection of a monument, and many
were the excursions on its surface until the sudden lowering of the

temperature rendered all exertion so exhausting that they had to be

discontinued. The pedestrians were out of breath after taking a

few steps, and the dazzling whiteness of the glittering snow could

not be endured by the naked eye ; indeed, the reverberation or

flickering glare of the undulatory reflection of the light from the

surface of the snow, has been known to cause several cases of blind-

ness amongst the Esquimaux.

A singular phenomenon due to the refraction of rays of light was
now observed : Distances, depths, and heights lost their true pro-

portions, five or six yards of ice looked like two, and many were

the falls and ludicrous results of this optical illusion.

On October 14th the thermometer marked 3° Fahrenheit below
zero, a severe temperature to endure, especially when the north

wind blows strongly. The air seemed to be made of needles,

ard those who ventured out of the house were in great danger

of being frost-bitten, when death or mortification would ensue

if the suspended circulation of the blood were not restored by
immediate friction with snow. Garry, Belcher, Hope, and other
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CHAPTER XVIII.

THE POLAR NIGHT.

i

\*B\ ^HE long niglit was ushered in by a violent storm.

i"g,

„.^ ^ .^ , The cold

C<ii'bS was perhaps a little less severe, but the air was very damp,

and, in spite of every precaution, tlie humidity penetrated

into the house, and the condensers, which were emptied every morn-

contiuned several pounds of ice.

Outside drifts whirled past like waterspouts—the snow seemed

no lonrfer to fall horizontally but vertically. The Lieutenant was

obliged to insist upon the door being kept shut, for had it been

opened the passages would immediately have become blocked up.

The explorers were literally prisoners.

The window shutters were hermetically closed, and the lamps

were kept burning through the long hours of the sleepless night.

But although darkness reigned without, the noise of the tempest

replaced the silence usually so complete in these high latitudes. The

roarin"' of the wind between the house and the cliff never ceased

for a moment, the house trembled to its foundations, and had it

not been for the solidity of its construction, must have succumbed

to the violence of the hurricane. Fortunately the accumulation of

snow round the walls broke the force of the squall, and Mac-Nab's

only fear was for the chimneys, which were liable to be blown over.

However, they remainnd firm, although they had constantly to

be freed from the snow which blocked up the openings.

In the midst of the Avhistling of the wind, loud reports were heard,

of which Mrs Barnett could not conjecture the cause. It was the

fulling of icebergs in the offing. The echoes caught up the sounds,

which were rolled along like the reverberations of thunder. The

ground shook as the ice-fields split open, crushed by the falling of

these mighty mountains, and none but those thoroughly inured to

the horrors of these wild rugged climates could Avitness these strange

phenomena without a shudder. Lieutenant Ilobson and his com-

panions were accustomed to all these things, and Mrs Barnett and

Madge were gradually becoming so, and were, besides, not altogether



unfjuniliar vvitli tlioso terrible winds which move at tlic rate of forty
miles an hour, and overturn twenty-four pounders. Here, however,
the darkness and the snow aggravated the dread might of the
storm

; that which was not crushed was buried and smothered, and,
l)robal)Iy twelve hours after the commencement of the tempest,
house, kennel, shed, and enceinte would have disai)peared beneath
a bod of snow of uniform thickness.

The lime was not wasted during this long imprisonment. All
these good people agreed together i)erfect]y, and neither ill-humour
nor ennui marred tho contentment of the little party shut up in such
a narrow space. They were used to Hfe under similar conditions
at Forts Enterprise and Keliance, and there was nothing to excite
]\rrs Barnctt's surprise in their ready accommodatio!i of themselves to

circumstances.

Part of the day was occupied with work, part with reading and
games. Garments had to be made and mended, arms to be kept
bright and in good repair, boots to be manufactured, and the daily
journal to be issued in which Lieutenant Hobson recorded the
slightest events of this northern wintering—the weather, the tempera-
ture, the direction of the wind, the appearance of meteors so fre-

quent in the Polar regions, Ac, &c. Then the house had to be kept
in order, the rooms must be swept, and the stores of furs must be
visited every day to see if they were free from dani}) ; the fires and
stoves, too, required constant superintendence, and perpetual vigil-

ance was necessary to prevent the accumulation of particles of mois-
ture in the corners.

To each one was assigned a task, the duty of each one was laid

down in rules fixed up in the large room, so that without being
overworked, the occupants of the fort were never without something
to do. Thomas Black screwed and unscrewed his instruments, and
looked over his astronomical calculations, remaining almost alv/ays

shut up in his cabin, fretting and fuming at the storm which pre-

vented him from making nocturnal observations. The three married
women had also plenty to see to : Mrs Mac-Nab busied herself with
her baby who got on wonderfully, whilst Mrs JolifTe, assisted by
^Irs Rae, and with the Corporal always at her heels, presided in the

kitchen.

When work was done the entire party assembled in the large

toom, spending the whole of Sunday together. Pveading was Uiu chief

amusement. The Bible and some books of travels were the whole



Piato of forty

re, however,

iglit of the

thorotl, and,

lie tempest,

ed bcneatli

iment. All

ill-humour

t up ill such

conditions

g to excite

lemselves to

eading and

to be kept

1 the daily

jcorded the

he tcnipera-

3ors so fre-

1 to bo kci)t

rs must be

le fires and

lotual vigil-

les of mois-

le was laid

hout being

tsomethinir

ments, and

lost always

which pre-

ree married

lerself with

assisted by

ided in the

I the large

as Ihu chief

the Avhole

•^





THE POLAR NIGHT. 119

libra.y of tho fort ; but they were all the good folks rcMpurcd. Mr.s

15arnett generally read aloud, and her audience li.stened with delight.

Tlie Bible and accounts of adventures received a fresh charm wiieii

read out in Jier clear earnest voice ; her gestures were ho cxi)res8ivo

that imaginary persons seemed to live when she spoke of them, and
nil were glad when rilio took up tho book. She was, in fact, the life

and soul of tho little community, eager alike to give and receive

instruction ; she cond)ined the cliarm and grace of a woman with the

energy of a man, and she consequently became the idol of the rougli

soldiers, who would have willingly laid down their lives in her ser-

vice. Mrs Barnett shared eveiything with lior companions, never
iiolding herself aloof or remaining shut up in her cabhi, but working
zealously amongst tho otliers, drawing out tin' most reticent by her
intelligent (piestions and warm sympathy. (Jood humour and good
health prevailed throughout the little community, and neither hands
nor tongues were idle.

The storm, however, showed no signs of abating. The party had
now been confined to the house for three days, ;uid the snow-drifts

were as wild and furious as ever. Lieutenant llobson betran to fet

anxious. It was becoming imperatively necessary to renew the air

of the rooms, which was too much charged with carbonic acid. The
light of the lamps began to pale in the unhealthy atmosphere, and
the air-]mmps would not act, the pipes being choked up with ice;

they were not, in fact, intended to be used when the house was
buried in snow. It was necessary to take counsel ; the Lieutenant
and Sergeant Long put their heads together, and it was decided on
November 2;3d that, as the wind beat with rather less violence on
the front of the house, one of the windows at the end of the passage
on that side should be opened.

This was no light matter. It was easy enough to open the win-
dow from inside, but the shutter outside was encrusted over with thick
lumps of ice, and resisted every efibrt to move it. It had to be taken
off its hinges, and tho hard mass of snow was then attacked with
pickaxe and shovel ; it was at least ten feet thick, and it was not
until a kind of channel had been scooped out that the outer air was
admitted.

Hobson, the Sergeant, several soldiers, and Mrs Barnctt herself

ventured to creep through this tunnel or channel, but not without
fuuisiderablc difficulty, for the wdnd ruslied in with fearful fury.

What a scene was presented by Cape Bathurst and the surrounding

I)
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l.lun,. It was nu.l-c ay, and but a few faint twilight rays .^linnncmlupon the southern hori.on. The cchl was not so in^t n. o oMouh have suppose.!, ancl the theruHunetor nmrkca only l"j^^^^^hct above .to; but the snow-.lrifts whi.Iod alon,/with t ijforce an.l all wouM u.ovitably have been thrown to L g u„ 1 dnot the snow ,n whu-h they were stan.ling up to their wt t d a

M..S vhit
,
the ^NalLs of the enceinte, and the whole of the housooven the roof were con.pletely cov.recl over, and nothi 1 bcw blue wreaths of snu.ke would have betray d tho exiatenco o aliunian habitation to a stranger.

'-•^isicnco ot a

Under the circunistanccs \ho "immien'i.Jn " v-.a o„

upon which few won.n ha<l been irrivileged to lo:;
""' '^ '"^"^^

A few moments sufllced to renew the atn.ospher'o of the houseand all unhealthy vapours wore .pnekly disper ed by th ntXtion of a pure and refreshing current of air

^ntioduc-

Thc Lieutenant and his companions liurried in, and tho windowwas again closed; but after that the snow before i w ^110 devery day for tlie sake of ventilation.
removed

The entire week passed in a similar manner • fortun.tplv fi

viMt tlicm Ilic eight ,1,, ^^ ,^., j , „cc„„.„.t, „, ti,,,
..

'

vore „,i,n,„,.c.l so closely, couKl °u.,t fail to TZ ^^ w , li estrong ,„c„, soldier,, a,„l hunter.,, acc„s.o„,e.l t„ J 1 '

"

c,se .n he o„en .,ir
; ,„,d we must own that li,te„iL fre'dir:

r s'",: f h::,:;r'r""',r'
^™", -^^ ^'---'-i-t:' 2n,. iiic

]
1st thoi,«l,t at .light WIS a hope that the tempest mi,.l,fhave eeased >n the „n,.,iin., a ho,,e c!i»a,,,K,iiitecl everyZ if

At last, however, on the 28th November the Ancroitl barometer
... 1.0 large room gave notiee of an a,,,,roacl,ii,g elian"in tl tlof the atmosphere It rose rapidly, whilst the'therm:,, te „u ilell almost suddenly to less than fonr degrees below .ero T ese 1ymp oms w-hreh could not be mistaken, an,! ,.:, ...,e SOthNov mb

L

the srlence all aroniul the fort told that the . .....at ],ad c a Id
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Every otio was eager to get out, tlio confinement li;ul liiHted long
enough. Tlie door could not bo opened, and all had to get through the
window, aiul clear away the fresh accumulation of Hnnw ; thi.s time,
however, it wan no Hoft mass thoy had to remove, but c(uni)act blocks
of ice, which rcijuired pick axes to break them up.

It took about half-an hour to clear a passage, and then every
one in the fort, except Mrs Mac-Nab, who was not yot up,
liastencd into the interior court, glad once moro to bo ablo to
walk altout.

The cold was still Ii.fensr, but the wind having gone down it waa
possible to endure it, although great care was necessary to escape
Horious consequences on leaving the heated roimis for the oi.cn air,
tlie di(TereiK-o buLvveen the temperature inside and outside beiiK'
Bome fifty-four degrees.

"

It Avas eight o'clock in the morning. Myriads of brilliant con-
stellations studded the sky, and at the zenith shono the Polo star.
Although in both hemispheres there are in reality but 5000 fixed
etars visible to the naked eye, their number afipcared to the
observers incalculable. ICxclamations of admiration burst involun-
tarily from the lips of the delighted astronomer as ho gazed into
tlie cloudless licavens, once moro undimmcd by mists or vapours.
Never had a more beautiful sky been spread out before the eyes of
an astromoner.

Whilst Thomas T>lack was raving in ecstasy, dead to all terrestrial
matters, his companions had wandered as far as the enceinte. The
snow was as hard as a rock, and so slippery that there were a good
many tumbles, but no serious injuries.

It is needless to state that the court of the fort was completely
filled up. Tlie roof of the house alone a])pcared above the white
mass, the surface of which had been worn smooth by the action of
the wind

;
of the ^.alisade nothing was visible but the top of the

stakes «i"cl the least nimble of the wild animals they dreaded
cuul.' easily have climbed over them. But what was to be done?
It was no use to thitdc of clearing away a mass of frozen snow ten
feet thick, extending over so large an extent of ground. All they
could attempt would be to dig away the ice inside the enceinte, so
as to form a kind of moat, the counterscarp of which would protect
the palisade. But alas the winter was only begimiing, and a fresh
tempest might at any time fill in th.e ditch a few hours

Whilst the Lieutenant was examining the works, which could no
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more protect Lis fort than a single sunbeam could melt the solid
layer of snow, Mrs Joliffe suddenly exclaimed :

" And our dogs ! our reindeer !

"

It v;as indeed time to think about the poor animals. The dof^-
hou '> and stable being lower than the house were probabfy
entirely covered, and the supply of air had perhaps been completely
cut off. Some hurried to the dog-house, others to the reindeer
stable, and all fears were quickly dispelled. The wall of ice, which
connected the northern corner of the house with the cliff, had partly
protected the two buildhigs, and the snow round them was not
more than four feet thick, so that the apertures left in the walls
had not been closed up. The animals were all well, and when the
door was opened, the dogs rushed out barking with deli-ht.
The cold was so intense, that after an hour's walk every one

began to think of the glowing stove in the large room at home
There was nothing left to be done outside, the traps buried beneath
ten feet of snow could not be visued, so all returned to the house,
the window was closed, and tLe party sat down to the dinner
awaiting them with sharpened appetites.

We can readily imagine that the conversation turned on the
intensity of the cold, which had so rapidly converted the soft snow
mto a solid mass. It was no light matter, and nught to a certain
extent compromise the safety of the little colony.

" But, Lieutenant," said Mrs Barnett, " can we not count upon a
few days' thaw—AviU not all this snow be rapidly converted into
water ?

"

" Oh no, madam," replied Ilobson, ''a thaw at this time of year is
not at all hkely. Indeed I expect the thermometer will fall still
lower, and it is very much to be regretted that we were unable to
remove the snow when it was soft."

"What, you think the temperature likely to become much
colder %

"

" I do most certainly, madam, 4" below zero—what is that at
this latitude ?

"

" What would it be if we were at the Pole itself]"
" The Pole, madam, is probably not the coldest point of the globe

for most navigators agree that the sea is there open. From
certain peculiarities of its geographical position it would appear that
a^certaui spot on the shores of North Georgia, 95^ longitude and
78'' latitude, has the coldest mean temperature in the world: 2'
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bew zero all the year ro„nr7i;;i;:;;;:;;;;;,:7;^;:;^

^^^^;2r^' "^' "° ™- than 8» father sou..

maintained."
' ""^ '^ '"»P<^>--''fre is not there

jure you I take the greatest „,terest in this matter of degrees of

Yes, madam, but in a certain sense we may say that thP.Vlatitude proves notliino- a „ i • . „
•' ^ "'^^ ''^^^'^

conditions is reauiiti°;„
™'"'""''"™ »' 'different atmospheric

causes W^ZTolinrirr"''™"."''- ,

^°"»' '"^ ""-
Sergeant Lo„. you werl! p "i ™™''^"'Shay in 1845 . . .

"Yes, sir,- TeplieVrn;. "' ""' ""^ '

eJesIve'',™
" "°* '" ''"'""' "' "»' ^-^ "'" '!>« -Id was so

" Yes it was, I remember only too well tliat tl,A ^h.
marked 70° below zero."

thermometer

"What!" exclaimed Mrs Barnett ''nf P,.vf tj i-

Great Slave Lake?''
' ^^'* Reliance, on the

and St Petersburg."
paiauei as that of Chnstiania

1' ^^^^. ^'^ "^"st be prepared for everythino "
Yes, indeed, we must when we winter in Arctic countri.. "

During the 29th and 30th November thetlTr? ! .
and it was necessary to keep urhu^e tl

' ^''''''''

inc^ in nl! fl,- - r ^ ^ ^'^^^ *^ prevent tbe frPP^,mo all th. corners of the house of the" moisture inth;
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atmosphere. Fortunately there was plenty of fuel, and it was notspared. A mean en.perature of 52^ Fahrenheit was maintained in-doors in spite of the intensity of the cold without

t\^TZ
^^'''' ''*'', '' ''','^'"' *' '^^^' '''^'^'' observations, nowthat the sky was so clear, that he braved the rigour of the outside

temperature honing to be able to examine some of the ma^nifi!
cent constellations twinkling on the zenith. But he was compelled
to desist-his instruments "burnt" his hands I -Burnt" is theonly word to express the sensation produced by touching a metallicbody subjected to the influence of intense cold. Exactly similar
results are produced by the sudden introduction of heat into an;uumate body, and the sudden withdrawal of the same from it asthe astronomer found to his cost when he left the skin of his fin^rson his instruinents. He had to give up taking observations. °
However, the heavens made him the best amends in their powerby displaying the most beautiful and indescribable phenomena ofa lunar halo and an Aurora Borealis.

The lunar halo was a white corona with a pale red ed-e encir-
cling the moon. This luminous meteor was about forty-five decreesm diameter, and was the result of the diffraction of the lunar °rays
through the small prismatic ice-crystals floating in the atmosphe/e.
Ihe queen of the night shone with renewed splendour and heightened
beauty from the centre of the luminous ring, the coloTir and
consistency of which resembled the milky transparent lunar rain-bows which have been so often described by astronomers

Fifteen hours later the heavens were lit up by a magnificent
Aurora Boreahs the arch of which extended over more than ahundred geographical degrees. The vertex of this arch was situatedm the magnetic meridian, and, as is often the case, the rays dartedby the luminous meteor were of all the colours of the rainbow red
predominating. Here and there the stars seemed to be floatin- in
blood. Glowing lines of throbbing colour spread from the dark
segment on the horizon, some of them passing the zenith and
quenching the light of the moon in their electric waves, which
oscillated and tremble.l as if swept by a current of air
No description could give an adequate idea of the glory which

flushed the northern sky, converting it into a vast dome of fire but
after t^e magnificent spectacle had been enjoyed for about half an
hour, 1. suddenly disappeared-not fading gradually away after a
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concentration of its rays, or a diminution of its splendour, but dying
abruptly, as if an invisible hand had cut off the supply of electricity

which gave it life.

It was time it waa over, for the sake of Thomas Black, for in

another five minutes he would have been frozen where he stood !

I



CHAPTER XIX.

A NElCIIDOURLY VISIT.

N tlie 2iid December, the intensity of tho cold decreased.

^i3 The plieiiomeiia of the hinar huh) aiul Aurora F.orealia were
'*i"T^ syinptonia which a ineteorologi.st would liave been at no

loss to interpret. They implied the existence of a certain quantity

of watery vapour in tho atmosphere, and the barometer fell slightly,

whilst the thermometer rose to 15° above zero.

Although this temperature would have seemed very cold to the in-

habitants of a temperate zone, it was easily endured by the colonists.

The absence of wind made a great dill'ercnce, and Jlobson having

noticed that the upper layers of snow were becoming softer, ordered

liis men to clear it away from the outer approaches of the enceinte.

INIac-Nab and his subordinates set to work zealously, and completed

their task in a few days. The traps were now uncovered and re-set.

A good many footprints showed that there were plenty of furred

animals about the cai)e, and as they could not get any other food,

it was probable that the bait in the snares would soon attract them.

In accordance with the advice of Marbre the hunter, a reindeer trap

was cimstructed in the Escpiimaux style. A trench was dug twelve

feet deep, and of a uniform width of ten feet. A see-saw plank,

which would rebound when lowered, was laid across it. A bait of

lierbs was placed at one end of the j)lank, and any animal venturing

to take them, was inevitably Hung to the bottom of the pit, and.

the plank immediately returning to its former position, would allow

of the trapping of another animal in the santc manner. Once in,

there was no getting out. The only diHiculty ^Marbro had to contend

with in making his trap, was the extreme hardness of the ground

to be dug out, but both he and the Lieutenant were not a little

surprised at finding beneath some five feet of earth and sand a bed

of snow, as hard as a rock, which appeared to be very thick.

After closelv cxauiininsi the ceoloixical structure of the irround

Hobson observed :
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" This part of the coast must have been subjected to intense cohl
for a considerable length of time a great many years ago. Probably
the ice rests on a bed of granite, and the earth and sand upon it

have accumulated gradually."

"Well, sir, our trap won't be any the worse for that, the reindeer
will find a slippery wall, which it will be impossible for them to
climb."

Marbre was right, as the event proved.

On the 5th September, he and Sabine were on their way to the
trench, when they heard loud growls. They stood still and
listened.

" It 's no reindeer making that noise, " said Marbre, " I know
well enough what creature has fallen into our pit."

" A bear 1 " replied Sabine.

" Yes," said Marbre, whose eyes glistened with delight.
" Well," remarked Sabine, " we won't grumble at that, bears'

steaks are as good as reindeers', and we get the fur in ! Come
along."

The two hunters were armed. They quickly slipped balls into
their guns, which were already loaded with lead, and hurried to the
trap. The see-saw plank had swung back into its place, but the
bait had disappeared, having probably been dragged down into the
trench. The growls became louder and fiercer, and looking down
the hunters saw that it was indeed a bear they had taken. A huge
mass was huddled together in one corner of the pit, looking in the
gloom like a pile of white fur with two glittering eyes. The sides
of the trench had been ploughed up by the creature's sharp claws, and
had they been made of earth instead of ice, it would certainly have
managed to scramble out, but it could get no hold on the slippery
surface, and it had only mai:aged to enlarge its prison, not to escape
from it.

Under the circumstances the capture was easy. Two balls
carefully aimed put an end to the bear's life, and the next thine to
do was to get it out of the pit. The two hunters returned to'the
fort for reinforcements, and ten of the s. Idiers, provided with ropes,
returned with them. It was not without considerable difficulty
that the body was hauled up. It was a huge creature, six feet long,
weighing six hundred pounds, and must have possessed immense
strength. It belonged to the sub-order of white bears, and had the
flattened head, long neck, short and slightly curved claws, narrow f=
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1, wliito fur characteristic of tlio species. Tlie

„„d by
''-;-fXf:;:::fJl':tu -activity. S„mo twenty

Tb.. next week *» '"P;
J'^^ „; t,,d, winter clothing, but

martens were taken, n "'^
'»
J;'^;*[„„ „„,„„,, aivined the snare

only two or three foxes. These ™' '"= "
,

j,,^ trap, they

'f
'"

'n\:o"S re ai^Si being cangl/' This

::rd':i:s:'b:s:rhfn,:if with ..e; '.f,,r,-. he s.^, -sncu .

subtertugo was unworthy of a rcsi^ct^lc fox
^ ^^^

About the 10th December, ">« ""^ '\™'J ^ ^,,1,^ flakes, or

south-west, the snow agam^egan^f^^^^^^
^,^^ ^^,^ ^^,

i„ large ^'-''l^^; J^^resty s°ettle°in-doors again, and resume

severely felt, and it was n^™^
/ ji^^j^^ ii„„ i„,e„ges a.d hme

domestic occupations. ""''''"".'"^'
.„,, .,,„ jeorbutio aff>;ctions,

i»i« 'o -«^7 ''V:crNt:«t .If l^^v" had fortunately

r;ttt;-^ r;l^%b': ol^ants of the fort, thanks to the

-S:l=:ren^now approacU^^^^^^^^^^^^^

the Polar night would b» -'
P'.t^tn rf ft" rthern hemi-

lowest maximum point below the l'or™> «
j,,^

.phero. At midni^it t^s— ^^^^.^ was all, Tnd it

:r,^rtn::^.:
':"!?>;" anythmg more mCaneholy than the

;,oomy stiUiless and darkness of the vas^ -pan^
, ^^^ ^^_^^

Hobson felt more secure frorn *= '*;* °
^;

^ ;u,^ „as

this time of year, but an "'"^ent umd ro™
^^.^^

tricts were not ^^^'^^^^^^^Z^^^l^^- S^me human

r ''"S'Cd o:tt -ttuntfng morses and camping under

beuigs still

"^^^^^H ^ the naee of E.q«im.-vux " or eaters of

the snow, iuey Dtiouj,c .

^^^tinont of North America,
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^1

before midday, Sergeant Lon"?, on his return from an excursion along

tlio coast, ended his report to the Lieutenant by saying, that if his

eyes had not deceived liim, u tribe of nomads were encamped about

four miles from the fort, near a little cape jutting out from the

coast.

" W'lat do you supp.Tso these noinads are? " inquired TFobson.

* Either men or morses," replied tlio Sergeant. '* There *s no

medium !

"

Tiie bravo Sergeant would have been considerably surprised if

any one had told him that some naturalists admit the existence of

the *' medium," the idea of which ho scouted; and certain savants

liave with some humour classed the Esquimaux as an " intermediate

species " between man and the sea-cow.

Lieutenant Hobson, Mrs Barnett, Madge, and a few others at once

went to ascertain the truth of the report. Well wrapt up, and on
tlieir guard against a sudden chill, their feet cased in furred boots,

and guns and ha-tchcts in their hands, they issued from the postern,

and made their way over the frozen snow along the coast, strewn

with masses of ice.

The moon, already in the last quarter, shed a few faint rays through

the mists which shrouded the ice-fields. After marching for about

an hour, the Lieutenant began to think that the Sergeant had been
mistaken, and that what he had seen were morses, who had returned

to their native element through the holes in the ice which the}

always keep open.

But Long, pohiting to a grey wreath of smoke curling out of a
conical protuberance on the icefield some hundred steps off, con-

tented himself with observing quietly

—

" The morses are smoking, then !

"

As he spoke some living creatures came out of the hut dragginf'

themselves along the snow. They were Esquimaux, but whether
male or female none but a native could have said, for their costumes
were all exactly alike.

Indeed, without in the least sharing the opinion of the naturalist

quoted above, any one might have taken the rough shaggy figures

for seals or some other amjjhibious animals. There were six of them—four fall-grown, and two children. Although very short, they
were broad-chested and muscular. They had the flat noses, long
eye-lashes, large mouths, thick lips, long black coarse hair, and
beardless chins of their race. Their costume consisted of a round
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I

«'^

coat made of the skin of the walrus, a hood, boots, trousers, and
mittens of the same material. They gazed at the Europeans in
silence.

"Does any one understand Esquimaux?" inquired the Lieu-
tenant.

No one was acquainted with that idiom, and every one started
when a voice immediately exclaimed in English, " Welcome ! wel-
come !

"

It was an Esquimaux, and, as they learned later, a woman, who,
approaching Mrs Barnett, held out her hand.

The lady, much surprised, replied in a few words, which the native
girl readily understood, and the whole family was invited to follow
the Europeans to the fort.

The Esquimaux looked searchingly at the strangers, and after a
few moments' hesitation they accompanied the Lieutenant, keeping
close together, however.

Arrived at the enceinte, the native woman, seeing the house, of

the existence of which she had had no idea, exclaimed

—

" House ! snow-house !

"

She asked if it Avere made of snow, which was a natural question
enough, for the house was all but hidden beneath the white mass
which covered the ground. She was made to understand that it

was built of wood ; she then turned and said a few words to her
companions, who made signs of acquiescence, and they all passed
through the postern, and were taken to the large room in the chief
building.

They removed their hoods, and it became possible to distinguish

sexes. There were two men, about forty or fifty years old, with
yellowish-red complexions, sharp teeth, and projecting cheek-bones,
which gave them something of the appearance of carnivorous animals

;

two women, still young, whose matted hair was adorned with the
teeth and claws of Poxar bears j and two children, about five or six
years old, poor little creatures with intelligent faces, who looked
about them with wide wondering eyes.

" I believe the Esquimaux are always hungry," said Hobson, " so
I don't siippose our guests would object to a slice of venison."

In obedience to the Lieutenant's order, Jolilfe brought some
reindeer-venison, which the poor creatures devoured with greedy
avidity

; but the young v/oman wlio had answered in English
behaved with greater refinement, and watched Mrs Barnett and the
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women of the fort witliout once removing Ler eyes from them.
Presently noticing the baby in Mrs Mac-Nab's arms, she rose and
ran up to it, speaking to it in a soft voice, and caressing it tenderly.

Indeed if not exactly superior, the young girl was certainly more
civilised than her companions, which was especially noticeable when,
being attacked by a slight fit of coughing, she put her hand before
lier mouth in the manner enjoined by the first rules of civilised

society.

This significant gesture did not escape any one, and Mrs Barnott,

who chatted for some time with the Esquimaux Avoman, learned from
her in a few short sentences that she had been for a year in the
service of the Danish governor of Upper Navik, whose wife was
English, and that she had left Greenland to follow her family to
the hunting grounds. The two men were her brothers ; the other
woman was her sister-in-law, married to one of the men, and mother
of the two children. They were all returning from Melbourne Island,
on the eastern coast of English America, and were making for Point
Barrow, on the western coast of Kussian America, the home of
their tribe, and were considerably astonished to find a factory
established on Cape Bathurst. Indeed the two men shook their
heads when they spoke of it. Did they disapprove of the con-
struction of a fort at this particular point of the coast ] Did they
think the situation ill-chosen? In spite of all his endeavours,
Hobson could get no satisfactory reply to these questions, or rather
he could not understand the answers he received.

The name of the young girl was Kalumah, and she seemed to
have taken a great fancy to Mrs Barnett. But sociable as she was,
she appeared to feel no regret at having left the governor of Upper
Navik, and to be sincerely attached to her relations.

After refreshing themselves with the reindeer-venison, and
drinking half-a-pint of rum, in which the children had their share,
the Esquimaux took leave of their hosts ; but before saying good-
bye, the young girl invited Mrs Barnett to visit their snow-hut^ and
the lady promised to do so the next day, weather permitting.

The next day was fine, and accompanied by Madge, Li°utenant
Hobson, and a few soldiers, well armed in case any bears should be
prowling about, Mrs Barnett set out for '' Cape Esquimaux," as they
had^named the spot where the little colony had encamped.
Kalumah hastened forward to meet her friend of yesterday and

pointed to the hut with an air of pride. It was a large conJ of
I
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fronj tl.o i.ro n.sulc maco its way. These sncw-liousos, calhul ,yo.,
in 1,0 langnago « tho I'^squiniaiix, uro ccustmctod with ^roat
rapuhty, and arc acl>„irably suited to tlio climate. In them theirownern can on.lnro a temperature 40^ belcw zero, without (ires, andhout su orn.g nn.ch |„ the .sunnner tho Ks,uin.aux on ampm tents made of «eal and reindeer .ki„s, which are called tuple.

It was no easy matter to i^et into this ]u,t. TJio only onenin.^ wasa hole close to tlio ground, and it was necessary to creep through a

ot the ^^ al. ot heso snow-houses. J5ut a traveller by ])rofessi<,n <ia«,va^ ol the loyal Society, could not hesitate, and^Irs Pa h,Larnott dul not hesitate
! Followed by ^l.dge, she bravely onbo narrow tunnel in in.itation of Juu- guide.

'

Lieutenan Hob
^n. h s n,on dispensed with paying their respects inshlo
And .>lrs ],ar.iett soon discovered that tho chief dillicuUy was notgottn.g mo tho hut, but ren.aining in it when there. The roomwas heated by a fire, on which tho bonos of morses were burnin.^ •

and the air was full of the smell of tho fetid oil of a lamp, of -n-eas;
gannen s and the ilesh of tho an,phibious animals w-hicl; form the

onJnl" An ;
"' 'Tr"^' ''"• ^' ^"^ ^''^^ -<1 -cl-

oning Madge could not stand it, and hurried out at" onco, butMrs Larnett, rather than hurt tho feelings of the young nativeshowed superhuman courage, an<l extended her visit over^iive Ion.'nnnutes
!

l.ve centuries
! The two children and their mother were

at home,_but the men had gone to hunt morses four or five milesfrom their camp.

Once out of the hut, Mrs Baniett drew a long sigh of relief, and
the^ colour returned to her Wanched cheeks.

^

" ^Vell, madam,"' inquired tlie Lioutonant, - what do you think ofLsqunuaux houses ?

"

j ^

"The ventilation leaves something to bo desired!" she rcnliedsimply. I'-l'iicu

The interesting native family remained encamped near Cape
I squunaux for eight days. The men passed twelve hours out ofevery twenty-four hunting morses. With a patience which nonebut sportsmen could understand, they would watch for theamphibious annuals near the holes through which they come up tothe surface of the ice-field to breathe. When the morse appeaL arope with a running noose is flung round its body a little below the
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licad, and it is (lr.'if,'gc(l on to the ice-field, ofttiJi with considcrublo

dilliciilly, .and killed with liatcliots. It is really more like fi.shiiif^

tluiu iuiniing. Jt is considered a great treat to driidc the warm
blood of the walni.s, and the Esc^iiiniaiix often indulge in it to cxe(!SH.

Kalumah came to tho fort every day in spite of the severity of tho

weather. She was never tired of going through the different rooms,

and watching !^^^s Jolifle at her cooking or s(!wing. She asked tlio

Mngli.sh name of everything, and talked for hours together with

Mra Larnett, if the tern; "talking" can bo apjdied to an cxehango

of words after long deliberation on both sides. Wlien Mrs liarnett

read aloud, Kalumah listened with great attention, idthough sho

probably understood nothing of wliat she hoard.

The young native girl had a sweet voice, and sometimes sang

some strange melancholy rhythmical songs with a pecidiar metre,

and, if we may so express it, a frosty ring about them, ^ eculiarly

characteristic of their origin.

Mrs JJarnett had the patience to translate one of these Greenland

sagas, which was sung to a sad air, interspersed with long pauses,

and filled with strange intervals, which produced an indescribable

clfect. We give an I'higlish rendering of Mrs ];arneti'3 translation,

which may give a faint idea of this strange liyperborean poetry :

—

ORKKNLAND SONG.
I);ii'k is the sky,

The sun sinks wearily;

My tuiiililiiig heart, with sorrow filled,

Aches drearily !

My swe(^t child at my songs is stniling still,

While at his tender heart the icicles lie chill.

Child of my dreams !

Thy love doth cheer me
;

The cruel biting frost 1 brave

But to be near thee !

Ah me. Ah me, could these hot tears of mine
Lut melt the icicles around that heart of thiue I

Could we once more
Meet heart to heart.

Thy little hands close clasped in mine,

No more to part.

Then on lliy chill heart rays from lieaven above

Should fall, and softly melt it with the warmth of love !
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CllAl'TER XX.

MERCURY FREEZES.

biS "' *''" ''""''''«' ^'"'*^ they (lid not voritiiro far from the
•'-' fort; the uhiMdaiico of ganio rendered it iiiuioce.s.siiry to

do HO, und Lieutenant llobson could justly congratulate luin.self on
having chosen so favourable a situation for the new settlement, A
great number of furnnl animals of all kitids ware taken in the traps,
iuid Sabine aud iMarbre killed a good many j'olar liarcs. Some
twenty starving wolves Avcre shot. Ifungcr rendered the latter

jvnimals aggressive, and baiulsof them gathered about the fort, fdling
the air with hoarse howls, and amongst tho "hummocks" on the ice-

fields sometimes prowled huge bears, whoso movements were watched
Avith great interest.

On the 25111 Dcccnd)er all excursions had again to be given up.
T!ie wind veered suddenly to tho north, and tho cold became
exceedingly severe. It was impossible to remain out of doors with-
out being frost-bitten. The Fahrenheit thermometer fell to 18° below
zero, and the gale roared ]iko a volley of nmsketry. Ilobsoii took
care to provide the animals with food enough to last several weeks.

Christmas J)ay, tho day of home-gatherings so dear to tho heart
of all ]*]nglishmen, was kept with due solenniity. Tho colonists re-
turned thanks to Qod for preservhig them through so many perils;
and the workinen, who had a holiday in honour of the day, afterwards
assembled with their masters and tho ladies round a well-lilled board,
on which figured two huge Christmas puddings.

In the evening a huge bowl of punch flamed in tho centre of the
table

;
the lamps were put out, and for a time tho room was lighted

only by the livid flames of the spirit, the familiar objects assuming
strange fantastic forms. The spirits of the soldiers rose as they
watched the flickering illumination, and their excitement was not
lessoned after imbibing some of tho burning liquid.

But now the flames began to pale ; bluish tongues still fitfully
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licked the i,Imn,>si,U..s of the natio.ul pudcling for a few nunutcs,

Stnu.go to say, altli<.„gh the lunu.s Iwul not boon n-Iit, ll,o room
did iu)t become dark 0,1 the extinction of tlio (lumos. A bri-l.t nnl
bglit WU8 stroaming througli tho window, wlucli hu<l naJod un-
iioticod in tlio previous iliuniiiiation.

The rovollors starto.l to ti.oir foot, and looked at each otlicr in
astonishment.

"A lire !" cried several.

]5ut u.doss the liouso itself wore burning, there could not be a
hro anywhere near Cai)o Dathurst.

T],o Liouta.ant rushod to the wind<.w, and at once understood
the cause of the phenomenon. It was an orn[)tion.

Indeed, above the western elillsboyon.l Wahiisos' F.ay tho liori/.on
was on fire. The summits of tho igneous hills, son.o miLs from
Capo Jathurst, couhl not be t^oon ; but tho shoaf of llamo ,sh<.t n.,
to a considerable height, lighting up tho wholo cmntry in a woird
unearthly manner. '

"It is more beautiful than the Aurora Lorealis !"
exclaimed Mrs

JIarnott.

Thomas ]ilack indignantly protested against this assertion. A
terrtvstrial i.hon.mienon more beautiful than a meteor ! r>ut no one
7'

^i'!''''^^^

to argue with him about it, for ail hurriod out, in spite
of the bitter gale a.id biting cold, to watch tho glorious sp,.otaele of
tho Hashing sheaf of Ihimes standing out against the black back-
ground ot tho night sky.

]lad not the mouths and ears of the party boon cased in furs,
they would have been able to hoar tho ruuil.iing m.iso of the crup.
tion, and to tell each other of tho impressic.ns made upon them bv
this magnificent sight

; but, as it was, they could neither speak nor
hoar. Ihoy might well be content, however, with gazin- upon such
ii glorious scene-a scene which onco h.okcd upon could never be
forgotten. Tho glowing sheets of llames contrasted alike with tho
gloomy darkness of the heavens and tho dazzling whiteness of
the far-stretching carpet of snow, and produced effects of li^ht
and shade which iu> pen or pencil could adequately portray. The
throbbing reverberations spread beyond the zenith, gradually
quenclung the light of all the stars. The ^vhite ground became
dashed with golden tints, the hummocks on the ice-field and the
liuge icebergs in the background reliecting the glimmering colours
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hko 80 many glowi„g n.im.rs. Tl.o ray. of li^ht, «triki„« on thoIges or .su,Ws of the K., became bent un.l dUlVa^ted

; tl'c". sKl vary.ng mchnations on which thoy fell fretting then, i' onngcH of colour, an.l reflecting theni buck with Jhan^e. -tm

r In " "f" 'r
' '"'''^"' "f '-''^^ ^" "^''^^^ J"'"i"»»« wave,rushe

1 upon each other, breaking into colouro.l rim>le.s.
Lut tho exce..sivo col.l soon drove tho adnuring spectators back to

JJuring tlio f„ll„„.i„j; .lays tl.o c„M l,ccm„o rtoul,ly sovero Tl,„
...orcurml tl,om,ou,otor wa» „t course „„ U.,,,„ of a„y ,„„ fcr' ,„,.,H.« dog>oc», and ,.„ „|e„l,„l tl.crnu.m.tcr had t„ bo u.sod , 1 o

Tlio stoves were pile.l „p ,viil, f„,I, 1,„t tl,o teini,cnt,„-o i,,tho Louse eouia not he nuuntained .l,„ve 20- deg 'I ' T rbedrooms «ro execediugly cold, and ten feet from tl.o stovo,1n ^argo room rts l.eat could not be felt at all. The little b.by lltl,e ^varmest corner, and its cradle was rocked in turn by tho e rtoa. to tl,c l,r„. Opening d, ,r» or windows was strictly f.nb dtos the vapour n, tl,c rooms would in.n.cdiately have hi con rS.uto snow, and n, the passage tho breathing of tl,e inmates keadvl.roduced t a result. Uvcry now and then dull reports were leudw uch startled those nn.accustomed to living in such high I, titmetT^y were caused by the cracking of the tru.ks of treses, of lichbe walls were eon.posod, nmlcr the i.dlucnce of the int nso cdU.osock of run, and gin stowed away in tho garret had to bobrought down rnto the sitting-room, as the alcohol°vas free.L and.l.d<u,g to the bottou, of tho bottle.,. The spruee-becr m. do romidecoetmn of young fir-branehlets burst the barrels in wh aVtwaskept as it roze, whilst all solid bodies resisted tho introductio

"
heat as rf they were petrified. Wood burnt very slowly, and obsmwas obhged to sacrifice some of tho walrus-oil to qu ken it combustron. lortunately the ehinn.eys drew well, so that there waTnodrsagreeable smell inside, although for a long' distance outside themr was rmpreg,.ated with the fetid odour o£°tho smoke from For

fnEuhXillir '" '"'^"" '"'"'"" '-'" '•™-'-'' »"

One symptom we must notice was the great thirst from which
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activity: always bravo slio I.-m,Mw.r« if .

(v.iinploof constant

in tlio cJiorus of whidi all Toinc-] Tl!
^'''''''' """-'

the .sleeper, whether
1 oy v 'r n d"tT"

"'"'" """^^ "''

the chonn Tl,n 1 i I
' '

'
^'"^"" ^"'^''s soon swelledIno U orus. Iho long days of in.pri.sonn.ent i)a,ssod woirilv l,v ithe Lientenant, consulting the outride thcrn.om ter tl rou /l^'dows, announced that the cold wis still 1 ^ "

'"""

'x\ t. w 1 ,
'^'^ ^"'^ on tlio increase On +1,^olst December, the mernirv u-.a niw i ,

"^'t,asu un tlio

:rz„:"tr „.:'''•
T,,::::;J""''

*
'

-""™^ *^" ™-*^ii-m wiiutr. iJiG astronomer was not foro-otton in !.«

use of lime-juice and lime-Iozen.es ^ ^ ' ^'^ ^^ *^°

perature falls lowest. However thit TTnVl.f K. fi !

in the severity of the weatLTd , ta! I^fe/at'lfT""
'°"'"''

and on tl.e 8tl> Janna^ the alcol.„A"et? .ll ofouteL^rUowmdow of the passage marked GO" below zero AW
rrrrdr-^"'"™-'---"'^'!^^^^^^^^^^^

would have to seek a less rigorous :iIa"Lf^thiT;*
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^\^\\\\^\ of course thwart uU liis pliins for limiting in tlic early spring,

^lorcovor, ho sometimes heard subtorraneiin rumblings, which woro

evidently connected with tho volcanic eruption. Tlio western

horizon .still flowed with tho njllection of tho burning lava, iind it

was evident that .some groat convulsion was going on in tho bowels

of tho earth. Might not tho close vicinity of an active volcano

bo dangerous to tho new fort? Such was tho question which tho

subterranean rumblings forced u^xm tho mind of the Lieutenant,

but he kept his vaguo apprelionsions to himself.

Of course under these circumstances no one dreamt of leaving

tho house, Tho animals were well provided for, and being accus-

tomed to long fasts in tho winter, required no attention from their

masters, so that there really was no necessity for any exposure

out of doors. It was didicult enough to cnduro the inside tempera-

ture, even with tho help of a plentiful combustion of wood and oil

;

for, in 8j»ite of every precaution, damp crept into the ill-ventilated

rooms, and layers of ice, increasing in thickness every day woro

formed upon the beams. The coTidensers were choked up, an ' 0110

of them burst from the pressure of the ice.

Lieutenant Ilobson did not spare his fuel ; he was, in fact, rather

lavish of it in his anxiety to raise tho temperature, which, when the

fires got low—as of course sometimes happened—fell to 15°

Fahrenheit. Tho men on guard, who relieved each other every

hour, had strict orders to keep up the fires, and great was the

dismay of the Lieutenant when Sergeant Long aid to him one
d ay—
" Wo shall be out of wood soon !

"

" Out of wood !
" exclaimed Hobson.

" I mean our stock 's getting low, and we must lay in fresh stores

soon. Of course I know, though, that it will bo at tho risk of his

life that any one goes out in this cold !

"

" Yes," replied Ilobson. " It was a mistake not to build the
wooden shed close to tho house, and to make no direct communica-
tion with it. I SCO that now it is too late. I ought not to have
forgotten that we were going to winter beyond the seventieth
parallel. But what 's done can't be undone. How long will the
wood last 1

"

" There is enough to feed the furnace and stove for another two
or three days," replied the Sergeant.

" Let us hope by that time that the severity of the cold may
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" I doubt it, sir," replied Lon^,, shaking his Lead. - The atmopliere is very clear, the wind is still in tl^e north, and I shtl not"be surprised if this temperature is maintained for another fift"days-until the new moon, in fact " ""
" Well, my brave fellow," said the Lieutenant, - we won't die ofcold_^e can help it, and the day we Lave to' brave The o^Le
" We will brave it, sir," said Lon«-

fell!:wl^::'
'' -^-^-^^'^^^-^ wen knowing the poor

We might fancy that Hobson and the Sergeant were exir..eratinc

open air but tJiy spoke from experience, gained from lon<. resi-den e in tlie rigorous Polar regions. They had seen stron. m^n f l

em irih^^r r'r
^^""'^^ --"-nances; their br^ItTlidthem, and they were taken up in a state of suffocation. Incredibleas such facts may appear, they have been of frequent octo^^^^^amongst those who have wintered in the extreme 'north. In thejourney along the shores of Hudson's Bay in 1746 Moor and SnSsaw many incidents of this kind,-s'me of dfdr elp^were killed, struck down by the cold, and there can be no d ubt tl

Such was the distressing state of things at Fort Hope, when anew danger arose to aggravate the sufferings of the colonists
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CHAPTER XXI.

THE LARGE POLAR BEARS.

,,^HE only one of the four windows through which it was
iy)^ possible to look into the court of the fort was that opening

at the end of the entrance passage. The outside shutters
had not been closed

; but before it could be seen through it had to
be washed with boiling water, as the panes were covered with a
thick coating of ice. This was done several times a day by the
Lieutenant's orders, when the districts surrounding the fort were
carefully examined, and the state of the sky, and of the alcohol
thermometer placed outside, were accurately noted.

On the Gth January, towards eleven o'clock in the morning, Kellet,
whose turn it was to look out, suddenly called the Sergeant, and
pointed to some moving masses indistinctly visible in the gloom.
Long, approaching the window observed quietly

—

" They are bears !

"

In fact half-a-dozen of these formidable animals had succeeded
in getting over the palisades, and, attracted by the smoke from the
chimneys, were advancing upon the house.

On hearing of the approach of the bears, Hobson at once ordered
the window of the passage to be barricaded inside ; it was the only
unprotected opening in the house, and when it was secured it

appeared impossible for the bears to effect an entrance. The Avir.dow
was, therefore, quickly closed up with bars, which the carpenter
Mac-Nab wedged firmly in, leaving a narrow slit through which to
watcli the movements of the unwelcome visitors.

" Now," observed the head carpenter, " these gentlemen can't getm without our permission, and we have time to hold a council of
war "

" Well, Lieutenant," exclaimed Mrs Barnett, « nothing has been
wantnig to our northern winter ! After the cold come the bears."

"Not after," replied the Lieutenant, ''but, which is a serious
matter, ivith the cold, and a cold so intense that we cannot venture
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outside
! I really don't know liow wo shall get rid of these

tiresome brutes."

" I suppose they will soon get tired of prowling about," said the
lady, "and return as they came."

Hobson shook his head as if ha had his doubts.
''You don't know these animals, madam. They are famished

with hunger, and will not go until we make them !
"

" Are you anxious, then %
"

" Yes and no," replied the Lieutenant. " I don't think the bears
will get in

;
but neither do I see how we can get out, should it

become necessary for us to do so."

_

AVith tliese words Hobson turned to the window, and Mrs Barnett
joined the other women, who had gathered round the Sergeant and
were listening to what he had to say about the bears. He spoke
like a n;an well up in his subject, for he had had many an encounter
with these formidable carnivorous creatures, which are often met
with even towards the south, where, however, they can be safely
attacked, whilst here the siege would bo a regular blockade, for the
cold would quite prevent any attempt at a sortie.

Throughout the whole day the movements of the bears were
attentively watched. Every now and then one of them would lay his
great head against the window-pane and an ominous growl wao heard

The Lieutenant and the Sergeant took counsel together and it
was agreed that if their enemies showed no sign of beatino- a retread
they would drill a few loopholes in the walls of the house and lire
at them. But it was decided to put off this desperate measure for
a day or two, as it was desirable to avoid giving access to the outer
ilir, the inside temperature being already far too low. The walrus-
oU to be burnt was frozen so hard that it had to be broken up with
hatchets.

The day passed without any incident. The bears went and came
prowling round the house, but attempting no direct attack. Watch
was kept all night, and at four o'clock in the morning they seemed
to have left the court—at any rate, they were nowhere to be seen

But about seven o'clock Marbre went up to the loft to fetch
some provisions, and on his return announced that the bears were
walking about on the roof.

Hobson, the Sergeant, Mac-Xab, and two or three soldiers seized
their arms, and rushed to the ladder in the passage, which com-
municated with the loft by a trap-door. The cold was, however so
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intense in the loft that the men could not hold the barrels of their
guns, and their breath froze as it left their lips and floated about
them as snow.

Marbre was right; the bears were all on the roof, and the sound
of their feet and their growls could be distinctly heard. Their
great claws caught in the laths of the roof beneath the ice, and there
was some danger that they might have sufficient strength to tear
away the woodwork,

_

The Lieutenant and his men, becoming giddy and faint from the
intense cold, were soon obliged to go down, and Hobson announced
the state of affairs m as hopeful a tone as he could assume
"The bears," he said, "are now upon the roof. We ourselves

have nothing to fear, as they can't get into our rooms; but theymay force an entrance to the loft, and devour the furs stowed away
there. Now these furs belong to the Company, and it is our duty to
preserve them from injury. I ask you then, my friends, to aid me
in removing them to a place of safety."

All eagerly volunteered, and relieving each other in parties oftwo or three for none could have supported the intense severity of
he cold for long at a time, they managed to carry all the furs into
the large room m about an hour.

Whilst the work was proceeding, the bears continued their efforts
to get m, and tried to lift up the rafters of the roof. In some
places the laths became broken by their weight, and poor Mac-Nabwas m despair

;
he had not reckoned upon such a conSngency whenhe constructed the roof, and expected to see it give way everymoment. ^

•' ""^^^V

tJk' ^'^^.r'f'
^°'"''^''' ^'ithout any change in the situationThe bears did not get in

; but a no less formidable enemy, the cold'

furnt iJ 'Tf 1

•"^*' ''"^ ^^""- '^^^ «-« i" ^"-^ stovesburnt low; the fuel in reserve was almost exhausted ; and beforetwelve o'clock, the last piece of wood would be burnt and tlgen.l warmth of the stove would no longer cheer the unhalw colo-

Death would then await them-dcath in its most fearful formrm cold. The poor creatures, huddled together round the stov^'
fel that their own vital heatmust soon become exhausted, bi^not^a word of complaint passed their lips. The women bore t],« ..uucnugs with the greatest heroism, and Mrs Mac-Nab pressed herbaby convulsively to her ice-cold breast. Some of the soldie s
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At three o'clock in the morning, Hobson consulted the thermo-
meter l^anging xn the large room, about ten feet from the stove.

It marked 4° Fahrenheit below zero.
The Lieutenant pressed his hand to his forehead, and looked

mournfully at his silent companions without a word. His half-con-

W to . Tf\f''"^'^ ^'' ^''' '"^ " ''^''' «^«"d' -»^^ i^«^-s stand-Kg oted to the spot when a hand was laid upon his shoulder.
He^started and looked round to see Mrs Barnett beside him.

.nprir ° ""'"f
^' ^'"'' I^i^^tenant Hobson

!
" exclaimed the

ouS: r"" '
"' """'' '" ''^ ""^ "^^^^-^ - ^ff-^ to save

coura^J'If r^^'''^

the Lieutenant, feeling revived by the moralcourage of his companion-- yes, something must be done !
" andhe called together Long, Mac-Nab, and Rae the blacksmith, as thebravest men in his party. All, together with Mrs Barnett, hastenedto the window, and having washed the panes with boiling waterthey consulted the thermometer outside.

^ '

" Seventy-two degrees
!
» cried Hobson. " My friends, two coursesonly are open to U3, we can risk our lives to get a fredi supply of

fuel, or we can burn the benches, beds, partition walls, and every-
thing in the house to feed our stoves for a few days longer. Adesperate alternative, for the cold may last for some time yet : there
is no sign of a change in the weather."

"Let us risk our lives to get fuel !
" said Sergeant Lon-

All agreed that it would be the best course, and without anotherword each one set to work to prepare for the emergency
The following were the precautions taken to save the lives of

those who were about to risk themselves for the sake of the -eneral
good :

—

^

The shed in which the wood was stored was about fifty steps
on the left, behind the principal house. It was decided that one of
the men Ebould try and run to the shed. He was to take one rope
^^'ound round his body, and to carry another in his hand, one end
of which was to be held by one of his comrades. Once at the shed
he was to load one of the sledges there with fuel, and tie one rope
to the front, and the other to the back of the vehicle, so that it
could be dragged backwards and forwards between the house and
the shed without much danger. A tug violently shaking one or the

-'
»,.'.«il*Sf."'"«"««'
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other cord would bo the signal that the sledge was filled with fuel

at the shed, or unloaded at the house.

A very clever plan, certainly ; but two things might defeat it.

The door of the shed might be so blocked up with ice that it would
be very difficult to open it, or the bears might come down from
the roof and prowl about the court. Two risks to be run !

Long, Mac-Nab, and llae, all three volunteered for the perilous

service
; but the Sergeant reminded the other two that they were

married, and insisted upon being the first to venture.

When the Lieutenant expressed a wish to go himself, Mrs Barnctt
said earnestly, " You are our chief

; you have no right to expose
yourself. Lot Sergeant Long go."

Hobson could not but realise that his office imposed caution, and
being called upon to decide which of his companions should go, he
chose the Sergeant. Mrs Barnett pressed the brave man's hand
with ill-concealed emotion ; and the rest of the colonists, asleep or
stupefied, knew nothing of the attempt about to be made to save
their lives.

Two long ropes were got ready. The Sergeant wound one round
his body above the warm furs, worth some thousand pounds sterling,

in which he was encased, and tied the other to his belt, on which he
hung a tinder-box and a loaded revolver. Just before starting he
swallowed down half a glass of rum, as he said, " to insure a good
load of wood."

Hobson, Rae, and Mac-Nab accompanied the brave fellow throuf^h

the kitchen, where the fire had just gone out, and into the passage.

Rae climbed up to the trap-door of the loft, and peeping through it,

made sure that the bears were still on the roof. The moment for

action had arrived.

One door of the passage was open, and in spite of tlie thick furs

in which they were wrapped, all felt chilled to the very marrcw of
their bones ; and when the second door was pushed open, they re-

coiled for an instant, panting for breath, whilst the moisture held
in suspension in the air of the passage covered the walls and the
floor with fine snow.

The weather outside was extremely dry, and the stars shone with
extraordinary brilliancy. Sergeant Long rushed out without a
moment's hesitation, dragging the cord behind him, one end of which
was held by his companions ; the outer door was pushed to, and
Hobson, Mac-Nab, and Rae went back to the passage and closed

K
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the second t'oor, behind which they waited. If Long did not

return in a few nun"tos, tliey might conclude that his enterprise had

succeeded, and that, safe in the shed, he was loading the first train

with fuel. Ten minutes at the most ought to suffice for this opera-

tion, if he had been able to get the door open.

When the Sergeant was fairly off, Ilobson and Mac-Nab walked

together toT'ards the end of the passage.

Meanwhile llae had been watching the bears and the loft. It was

80 dark that all hoped Long's movements would escape the notice of

the hungry animals.

Ten minutes elapsed, and the three watchers went back to the

narrow space between the two doors, waiting for the signal to be

given to drag in the sledge.

Five minutes more. The cord remained motionless in their

hands ! Their anxiety can be imagined. It was a quarter of an hour

since the Sergeant had started, plenty of time for all he had to do,

and he had given no sigiud.

Hobson waited a few minutes longer, and then tightening his hold

of the end of the rope, he made a sign to his companions to pull with

him. If the load of wood were not ':iuite ready, the Sergeant could

easily stop it from being dragged away.

The rope was pulled vigorously. A heavy object seemed to slide

along the snow. In a few moments it reached the outer door.

It was the body of the Sergeant, with the rope round his waist.

Poor Long had never reached the shed. He had fallen fainting to

the ground, and after twenty minutes' exposure to such a tempera-

ture there was little hope that he would revive.

A cry of grief and despair burst from the lips of Mac-Nab and Rae.

They lifted their unhappy comrade from the ground, and carried

hiia into the passage \ but as the Lieutenant was closing the outer

door, something pushed violently against it, and a horrible growl was

heard.

" Help !
" cried Hobson.

Mac-Nab and Kae rushed to their officer's assistance ; but Mrs

Barnett had been beforehand with them, and was struggling with

all her strength to help Hobson to close the door. In vain ; the

monstrous brute, throwing the whole weight of its body against it,

would force its way into the passage in another moment.

Mrs Barnett. whose presence of mind did not forsake her now,

seized one of the pistols in the Lieutenant's belt, and waiting quietly
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until the ninmal shoved its head between the door and the wall
discharged the contents into its ojjen mouth.

The bear fell backwards, mortally wounded no doubt, and the
door was shut and securely fastened.

The body of the Sergeant was then carried into the large room.
But, alas

!
the fire was dying out. How was it jjossible to restore

the vital heat with no means of obtaining vvj<rinth ?

" I will go—I will go and fetch some wood !
" cried the blacksmith

llae.

" Yes, Rac, we will go together !
" exclaimed Mrs Harnett, whose

courage was unabated.

" No, my friends, no !
" cried Hobson ;

" you would fall victims
to the cold, or the bears, or both. Let us burn all there is to burn
in the house, and leave the rest to God !

"

And the poor half-frozen settlers rose and laid about them with
their hatchets like madmen. Benches, tables, and partition walls
were thrown down, broken up, crushed to pieces, and piled up in the
stove of the large room and kitchen furnace. Very soon good fires

were burning, on which a few drops of walrus-oil were poured, so
that the temperature of the rooms quickly rose a dozen degrees.'
Every effort was made to restore the Sergeant. He was rubbed

with warm rum, and gradually the circulation of his blood was
restored. The white blotches with which parts of his body were
covered began to disappear ; but he had suffered dreadfully, and
several hours elapsed before he could articulate a word. He was laid
in a warm bed, and Mrs Barnett and Madge watched by him until
the next morning.

Meanwhile Hobson, Mac-Nab, and Bae consulted how best to
escape from their terrible situation. It was impossible to shut their
eyes to the fact that in two days this fresh supply of fuel would be
exhausted, and then, if the cold continued, what would become of
them all ? The new moon had risen forty-eight hours ago, and there
was no sign of a change in the weather! The north wind still
swept the face of the country with its icy breath ; the barometer
remained at '^ fine dry weather ;

" and there was not a vapour to be
seen above the endless succession of ice-fields. There was reason to
fear that the intense cold would last a long time yet, but what was
to be done % Would it do to try once more to get to the wood-shed
when the bears had been roused by the shot, and rendered doubly
dangerous ? Would it be possible to attack these dreadful creatures
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in the open air ? No, it would be madness, and certain death for

all!

Fortunately the temperature of the rooms had now become more
bearable, and in the morning Mrs Joliffe served up a breakfast of
hot meat and tea. Hot grog was served out, and the brave Ser-
geant was able to take his share. The heat from the stoves warmed
the bodies and reanimated the drooping courage of the poor colonists,

who were now ready to attack the bears at a word from Hobson.
But the Lieutenant, thinking the forces unequally matched, would
not risk the attempt ; and it appeared likely that the day would
pass without any incident worthy of note, when at about three o'clock
in the afternoon a great noise was heard on the top of the house.

" There they are !
" cried two or three soldiers, hastily arming

themselves with hatchets and pistols.

It was evident that the bears had torn away one of the rafters of
the roof, and got into the loft.

" Let every one remain where he is! " cried the Lieutenant. " Eae,
the trap !

"

The blacksmith rushed into the passage, scaled the ladder, and
shut and securely fastened the trap-door.

A dreadful noise was now heard—growling, stamping of feet, and
tearing of claws. It was doubtful whether the danger of the anxious
listeners was increased, or the reverse. Some were of opinion that if

all the bears were in the loft, it would be easier to attack them.
They would be less formidable in a narrow space, and there would
not be the same risk of suffocation from cold. Of course a conflict

with such fierce creatures must still be very perilous, but it no longer
appeared so desperate as before.

It was now debated whether it would be better to go and attack
the bv^siegers, or to remain on the defensive. Only one soldier

could get through the narrow trap-door at a time, and this made
Hobson hesitate, and finally resolve to wait. The Sergeant and
others, whose bravery none could doubt, agreed that he was in the
right, and it might be possible that some new incident would occur
to modify the situation. It was almost impossible for the bears to
break through the beams of the ceiling, as they had the rafters of
the roof, so that there was little fear that they would get on to the
ground-floor.

The day passed by in anxious expectation, and at night no one
could sleep for the uproar made by the furious beasts.
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Tlie next day, about nine o'clock, a fresh comi)lication compelled
Hobson to take active steps.

He knew that the pipes of the stove and kitchen furnace ran all

along the loft, and being made of lime-bricks but imperfectly cemented
together, they could not resist great pressure for any length of time.

Now some of the bears scratched at the masonry, Aviiilst others leant

against the pipes for the sake of the warmth from the stove ; so that
the bricks began to give way, and soon the stoves and furnace ceased
to draw.

This really was an irreparable misfortune, which would have dis-

heartened less energetic men. But things were not yet at their worst.
Whilst tlie fire became lower and lower, a thick, nauseous, acrid

smoke filled the house ; the pipes were broken, and tlie smoke soon
became so thick that the lamps went out. Hobson now saw that
he must leave the house if he wished to escape suflfocation, but to

leave the house would be to perish with cold. At this fresh misfor-
tune some of the women screamed ; and Hobson, seizing a hatchet,
shouted in a loud voice

—

" To the bears ! to the boars, my friends !

"

It was the forlorn -hope. These terrible creatures must bo
destroyed. All rushed into the passage and made for the ladder,
Hobson leading the way. The trap-door was opened, and a few
shots were fired into the black whirlpool of smoke. ]\Iinglcd howls
and screams were heard, and blood began to flow on both sides ; but
the fearful conflict was waged in profound darkness.

In the midst of the meUe a terrible rumbling sound suddenly
drowned the tumult, the ground became violently agitated, and the
house rucked as if it were being torn up from its foundations. The
beams of the walls separated, and through the openings Hobson and
his companions saw the terrified bears rushing away Into the dark-
ness, howling with rage and friglit



CHAPTER XXIL

FIVE MONTHS MORE.

"^I^U ^^^^^f^
earthquake had shaken Cape Bathurst. Sucli

WU ^«f
^\l«^ons were probably frequent in this volcanic region-^'^ and the connection between them and eruptions was "oncemore demonstrated.

Hobson well understood the significance of what had occurred,and waited in anxious suspense. He knew that the earth m.Vhopen and swallow up the little colony; but only one shock was f:it,and that was rather a rebound than a vertical upheaval, which madethe house lean over towards the lake, and burst open its walls
Immediately after this one shock, the ground again became firm and
motionless.

The house, although damaged, was still habitable ; the breaches in

mlw .
'""7^ ^""''^^^ ''P'^''^^' ""^ '^^ ^"^"^ «^ "^^ chimne:ys werepatched together again somehow

Fortunately the wounds the soldiers ha-I received in their strucr.lewith the bears were slight, and merely required dressing
Two miserable days ensued, during which the woodwork of thebeds and the planks of the partition walls were burnt, and the mostpressmg repairs executed by Mac-Nab and his mei. The piles

Z etr Tf^l
""''^' '-'^^ "^^ '"^'^

'
^^^ '' -- evident'that

the earthquake had caused a sinking of the level of the coast on

:tl f tl T-n"
'"'*' "^^^^^ "^'^ ^-°-'^ compromithe

xt ft of tt 1. r^- f'^^".^^^^ '^^^^•^^ '^--- *« '--tain theex ent of the alteration of elevat^o., i.ut the pitiless cold preventedhim from venturing outside.

weSiir ^Tll'^r'
""' "'"''''""'' '^''' --ipproaehing change in theAea her. The stai. snune wui. rathe, less brilliancy, and on the

1 1th January the barometer fell slightly; hazy vapours floated in

on tl "'l OH 'J"'^^"^''^^^;^"

«f ^'^'^<^^ ^vould raise the temperature
; and

ell at'i ^ nl "r' '^ ""' ^""^' '' *^^ ^^^^^--^' -d -owicn at irrc-uliir intervals.

iSftlM
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was once

The thermometer outside suddenly rose to 15° above zero, and
to the frozen colonists it was like the beginning of spring.

At eleven o'clock the same morning all were out of doors. They
were like a band of captives unexpectedly set free. They were,

however, absolutely forbidden to go beyond the enceinte of the fort,

in case of awkward meetincrs.

The sun had not yet reappeared above the horizon, but it

approached it nearly enougli to produce a long twilight, during

which objects could be distinctly seen to a distance of two miles

;

and Hobson's first thought was to ascertain what difference the

earthquake had produced in the appearance of the surrounding
districts.

Certain changes had been effected. The crest of the promontory
of Cape Bathurst had been broken off, and large pieces of the cliff

had been flung upon the beach. The whole mass of the cape
seemed to have been bent towards the lake, altering the elevation

of the plateau on which the fort was built. The soil on the west
appeared to have been depressed, whils that on tlie east had been
elevated. One of the results of this change of level would unfor-

tunately be, that when the thaw set in, the waters of the lake and
of Paulina river, in obedience to the law recjuiring liquids to main-
tain their level, would inundate a portion of the western coast.

The stream would probably scoop out another bed, and the natural
harbour at its mouth would be destroyed. The hills on the eastern
bank seemed to be considerably depressed, but the cliffs on the west
were too far off for any accurate observations to be made. The
important alteration produced by the earthquake may, in fact, be
summed up in a very few words : the horizontal character of the
ground was replaced by a slope from east to west.

'* Well, Lieutenant," said Mrs Burnett, laughing, " you were good
enough to give my name to the port and river, and now there will

be neither Paulina river nor Port Barnett. I must say I have been
hardly used."

"Well, madam,"' replied Hobson, "although the river is gone, the
lake remains, and we will call it Lake Barnett. I hope' that it

at least will remain true to you."

Mr and Mrs Joliffe, on leaving the house, hrid hurried, one to the
doghouse, the other to the reindeer-stable. The dogs had not
suffered much from thuir long confinement, and rushed into the
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^' ^^''^'"^^^- ^•"- ^^'^ l''^"'^^'l e-M'oricnco yo.ihuvo

«ea-sick."
^ ''''' '^"^^ *"^-^' ^ ^^^^'^" ^^'^-^ ^H^ i'e^u- of being

" ^Vlmt you say does not surprise nie," ronlied llobson • "
. nknow your trrandom- nf ..1,0,.,f

'"-I'l'^u iioOmui
, wc all

turbabUoc:iCr V
"'/""' "^"'^^^ "'""^" ^^"^ i"'I>-

-r t.oubLs; ftban] on"''
"""' *^ '"'^' ""^ '^" *" ^-rtJiank 30U in my own name and tbat of my

^';

You flatter me, Lieutenant; you flatter me."
i^o, no

; 1 only say what every one tliinl-^ 7>,.f t ,

one question. You k„„,v that no. J," cipt'-
' '"^ ' "* ^""

.end n. ,a convoy with i„-ovi.sio„,, ,vl,iel "vlll t h ,
'/ " '"

Fo.t Kolhuee. I .„,,,,„,, ourfrion T, ,s I,
' ""' '"".'"

Bcen ht. echpse, ,viil ,.ott,m with the Cant^W

u

nf^ ""'"
to accomiKuiy him !

" " J^"" ""^^



od, but tlio others,

got t]ir()u<rli our

lui.scrio.s of ;iii

1 uiiil your coui-

"I never expcri-

i-vo spout in the

should all ]i;ivo

hen, udt only to

Jxtreuiity of the

I iuflueuco eaeh

;uro of tlio soil

close vieiuity of

t reaeli us, the
r Iiouse iu)w !

"

Uier comes, and
rience you have

you won't find

I traveller like

!i;dl vessel, and
fear of beiu"

bson ;
" wo all

?o and iniper-

"s all to bear
d that of my

nay I ask you
"•••iventy is to

k our furs to

after having

Do you mean ''Just look at our house now ! "— /^(/v/e 152.







•'The ice burst."' iVc. Puiif 15;j.



FJVB MONTHS MORE. 153

m
J/

i'lj^]

you mc.'ui to send mo back?" asked the lady with a
"Do

smile.

" O madam !
"

" Well, my superior officer," replied Mrs Barnctt. extending her
hand to the Lieutenant, " I shall ask you to allow me to spend
another winter at Fort Hope. Next year one of the Company's
ship.s will i)robably anchor off Cape Bathur.st, and I shall return in
it. Having come overland, I should like to go back by Behrinu
Strait."

^

Ihe Lieutenant was delighted with his companion's decision.
The two had become sincerely attaclied to each other, and had
many tastes and qualitic; in common. The liour of separation
could not fail to be painful to both

; and who could tell what further
trials awaited 'the colonists, in Avhich their combined influence
might sustain the courage of the rest 1

^

On tho 20th January the sun at last reappeared, and the Polai
night was at -. end. It only regained above the horizon for a
few minutes, a d was greeted with joyous hurrahs by the settlers.

From this date the days gradually incn ased in length.

Throughout the montli of February, and until the L5th March,
there were abrupt transmons from fine to bad weather. The fine
days were so coM that the hunters could not go out ; and in the 'ad
weather snowstorms kept them in. It was only between whiles
that any outdoor work could bo done ; and long excursions were
out of the question. There was no necessity for them, however as
the traps were in full activity. In the latter end of the winter
martens, foxes, ermines, wolverines, and other valuable animals
were taken m largo numbers, and the trappers had plenty to do.

In Maixh an excursion was ventured on as far as Walruses' Cav
and it was noticed that the earthquake had considerably altered the
form of the clifTs, which were much depressed; whilst tho i^^neous
hills beyond, with their summits wrapped in mist 3eemed to look
larger and laoie threatening than ever.

^

About the 20th March the hu,. rs sighted the first swans migrat-
ing from the south, and uttering shrill rries as they flew A^few
snow buntings and winter hawks were also seen. But the -round
was still covered with thick layers of frozen snow, and the .unwas powerless to melt the hard .surface of the lake and sea

The breaking up of the frost did not comr>.o,„.n ,„-,f,-i „.„u, •„

April, llie ice burst with a noise like the discharge of artillery.
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Sudden chansos took placo in tho appearance of tlio icebergs :

broken by collisions, iiiulcrniincd by tho action of tlio water onco
more set free, huge masses rolled over with an awful crash, in con-
flcqiicnco of the displaconiont of their ct-ntre of gravity, causing
fractures and fissures in tho ico-field.s which greatly accelerated their

breaking up.

At this time tho mean tempisraturo was 32" above zero, ho
that tho up[)er layer of ice on the beach rapidly dissolved, whilst
tho chain of icebergs, drifted along by tho currents of tho Tolar
Sea, gradually drew back and became lost in tho fogs on tho
horizon. On tho 15th April tho sea was o[)en, and a vessel from
the racifie Ocean coming through Behring Strait, could certainly
have skirted along the American coast, and have anchored off Capo
Bathurst.

Whilst tho ico was disappearing from tho ocean, Lake Rarnctt
was also laying aside its slippery armour, much to tho delight
of tho thousands of ducks and other water-fowl which began" to
teem upon its banks. As llobson had foreseen, however, the level

of the lako was affected by the slope of the soil. That part of the
beach which stretched away from tho enceinto of tho fort, and
was bounded on the east by wooded hills, had increased considerably
in extent

; and Hobson estimated that the waters of tho lake had
receded live hundred paces on the eastern bank. As a natural con-
sequence, tho water on the western side had risen, and if not held
back by some natural barrier, would inundate tho country.

On the whole, it was fortunate that tho slope was from cast to

west ; for had it been from west to east, the factory must have been
submerged.

The little river dried np as soon as the thaw sot free its waters.
It might almost be said to have vun back to its source, so abrupt
was the slope of its bed from north to south.

" We have now to erase a river from the map of the Arctic
regions," observed Hobson to his Sergeant " It would have been
embarrassing if we had been dependent on the truant for drinkable
water. Fortunately we have still Lake Barnett, and I don't suppose
our thirsty men will drain it quite dry."

" Yes, we 've got the lake," replied the Sergeant ; " but do you
think its waters have remained sweet?"

Hobson started and looked at his subordinate with knitted brows,
it had not occurred to him that a fissure in the ground might have
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establisbed a communication between the lake and the sea ! Should
it be so, ruin must ensue, and the factory would inevitably have to
be abandoned after all.

The Lieutenant and Hobson rushed to the lake and found their
fears groundless. Its waters were still sweet.

Early in May the snow had disappeared in several places, and a
scanty vegetation clothed the soil. Tiny mosses and slender grasses
timidly pushed up their stems above the ground, and the sorrel and
cochlearia seeds Avhich Mrs JolifFe had planted began to sprout.
The carpet of snow had protected thern through the bitter winter

;

but they had still to be saved from the beaks of birds and the
teeth of rodents. This arduous and important tnsk was confided to
the worthy Corporal, who acquitted himself of it with the zeal and
devotion of a scarecrow in a kitchen-garden.

The long days had now returned, and hunting was resumed.
Hobson was anxious to have a good stock of furs for the agents

from Fort Eeliaiice to take charge of when they arrived, as°they
would do in a few Aveeks. IMarbro, Sabine, and th uthors, therefore,
commenced the campaign. Their excursions were neither long nor
fatiguing: they never went further than two miles from °Cape
Bathurst, for they had never before been in a district so well
stocked with game

; and they were both surjirised and delighted.
Martens, reindeer, hares, caribous, foxes, and ermines passed" close
to their guns.

One thing, however, excited some regret in the minds of the
colonists, not a trace was to be seen of their old enemies the bears •

and it seemed as if they had taken all their relations with them!
Perhaps the earthquake had frightened them away, for tliey have a
very delicate nervous organisation, if such an expression can be
applied to a mere quadrui)ed. It was a pity they were gone, for
vengeance could not be Avreaked upon them.
The month of May was very wet. Rain and snow succeeded each

other. The mean temperature Avas only 41° above zero. Fo^-s
were of frequent occuirence, and so thick that it would often have
been imprudent to go any distance from the fort. Petersen and
Kellet once caused their companions grave anxiety bv disappearincr
.for forty-eight hours. They had lost their way, and :urned to the
south when they thought they were near to \Vairuse.s' Bay. They
came back exhausted and half dead with huno-er.

June came at last, and with it really flue^varm weather. The
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colonists were able to le.ivo off their ^viuter clothing. Tlicy worked
zealously at repairing the houae, the foundations of whieh had tobe propped up

;
and llobson also ordered the construction of a lar-emagazine at the southern corner of the court. The quantity ofgame justified the expenditure of time and labour involved -thenumber of fi.rs collected was already considerable, and it' wasnecessary to have some place set aside in which to keep them

Ihe Lieutenant now expected every day the arrival of thedetachment to be sent by Captain Craventy. A good many thingswere still required for the new settlement. The stores were gettin.
low; and if the party had left the fort in the beginning of May thev
ought to reach Cape Bathurst towards the middle of June It willbe remembered that the Captain and his Lieutenant had fixed upon
the cape as the spot of rendezvous, and Hobson having constructed
lis fort on It, there was no fear of the rchiforcements failin.r to find
him. °

From the 15th June the districts surrounding the cape were
cai-efully watched. The Eritisl, flag waved from the summit of the
cliff and could be seen at a considerable distance. It was probable
that the convoy would follow the Lieutenant's example, and skirt
along the coast from Coronation Gulf. If not exactly the shortest
1 was the surest route, at a time when, the sea being free from ice.'
tlie coast-lme could be easily followed.
When the month of June passed ' without the arrival of the

expected party,_ Hobson began to feel rather uneasy, especially ashe country again became wrapped in fogs. He began to fear that
the agents might lose their way, and often talked the matter overwith Mrs Barnett, .Alac-Js^ab, and Itae.

Thomas Black made no attempt to conceal his uneasiness, for hewas anxious to return with the party from Fort Eeliance as soon ashe had seen his eclipse
; and should anything keep them back from

coming, he would have to resign himself to another winter a
prospect which did not please him at all ; and in reply to his eager
questions, Hobson could say little to reassure him.
The 4th July dawned. No news ! Some men sent to the south-

east to reconnoitre, returned, bringing no tidin^^s
Either the agents had never started, or the°y had lost their way.

Ihe later hypothesis was unfortunately the more probable.
Hobson knew Cap.tin Craventy, and felt confident that he had sent
off the convoy at the time named.
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His increasing anxiety will therefore be readily understood. The
fine season was rapidly passing away. Another two months and
the Arctic winter, with its bitter winds, its whirlpools of snow, and
its long nights, would again set in.

Hobson, as we well know, was not a man to yield to misfortune
without a struggle. Something must be done, and with the ready
concurrence of the astronomer the following plan was decided on.

It was now the 5th July. In another fortnight—July 18th—tlie

solar eclipse was to take phice, and after that Thomas Bhick would
be free to leave Fort Hope. It was therefore agreed that if by that
time the agents had not arrived, a convoy of a few men and four or
five sledges should leave the factory, and make for the Great Slave
Lake, taking with them some of the most valuable furs ; and if no
accident befell them, they might hope to arrive at Fort lleli-

ance in six weeks at the latest—that is to say, towards the end
of August.

This matter settled, Thomas Black shrank back into his shell, and
became once more the man of one idea, awaiting the moment when
the moon, passing between the orb of day and "himself," should
totally eclipse the disc of the sun.



CHAPTER XXIII.

THE ECLIPSE OF THE 1%TH JULY iS6o.

SVS^

^ gSUL mists did not disperse. The sun shone feebly throu-hMH '^l^ick curtains of fog, and the astronomer began to have^'aNiC^^^ great dread lest the eclipse should not be visible after all.
Sometimes the fog was so dense that the summit of the cape could
not be seen from the court of the fort.

Hobsoa got more and more uneasy. He had no longer any doubt
that the convoy had gone astray in the strange land; moreover,
vague apprehensions and sad forebodings increased his depression.
He could not look into the future with any confidence—why he
would have found it impossible to explain. Everything apparently
combined to reassure him. In spite of the great rigour of the winter,
his little colony was in excellent health. No quarrels had arisen
amongst the colonists, and their zeal and enthusiasm was still
unabated. The surrounding districts were well stocked with game,
the harvest of furs had surpassed his expectations, and the Company
might well be satisfied with the result of the enterprise. Even if no
fresh supply of provisions arrived, the resources of the country were
such that the prospect of a second winter need awake no misgivings.
VYhy, then, was Lieutenant Hobson losing hope and confideirce ?

°

He and Mrs Barnett had many a talk on the subject ; and the
latter did all she could to raise the drooping spirits of the command-
mg officer, urging upon him all the considerations enumerated above

;and one day walking with him along the beacli, she pleaded the
cause of Capo Bathurst and the factory, built at the cost of so much
suffering, with more than usual eloquence.

'' Yes, yes, madam, you are right," replied Hobson ;
" but we

can't help our presentiments. I am no visionary. Twenty times in
my soldier's life I have been in critical circumstances, and have never
lost presence of mind for one instant ; and now for the first time in
my life I am uneasy about the future. If I had to face a positive
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danger, I should have no fear; but a vague uncertain peril of whichI have only a presentiment "

" What danger do you mean ? " inquired Mrs Barnett : « a danrrerfrom men, from animals, or the elements %

"

^

fn
1'
^^

u^'T!' ^ ^'''' ""^ ^'"'"^ whatever, madam
; it is for themtremble before the hunters of Cape Bathurst, nor do I fear menthese dzstncts are frequented by none but Esquimaux, and the'ndians seldom venture so far north."

"Besides Lieutenant," said xAIrs Barnett, "the Canadians, whosearm.l you so much feared in the fine season, have never appCed "
I am very sorry for it, madam."

"What
!

you regret the absence of the rivals who are so evidently
hostile to your Company ?

" eviaentiy

''Madam, I am both glad and sorry that they have not come •

that wm of course puzzle you. But observe that the expec ec con'voy rom Fort Reliance has not arrived. It is the same w hXagents of the St Louis Fur Company; they might have come Idthey have not done so. Not a single Esquimaux has visited th 'Irtof the coast during the summer either " ^

Barntf
'''^''

'^^ ^"^ '"'''^"'^' ^'""^ ^^^ ^^''^" i^^^^r^d Mrs

"I conclude that it is not so easy to get to Cape Bathurst or toiort Hope as we could wish."
uui^t or 10

The lady looked into the Lieutenant's anxious face, struck withthe melancholy and significant intonatioa of the word easj
"Lieutenant Hobson," she said earnestly, "if you fcnr neither

" Sladam," he replied, " I do not k„o,v if my spirit be brokenor rf my presentiments blind mo, but there LL to ne tTb;somet nng uneanuy about this district. If I had known it beter Xhould not have settled down in it. I have already called "ourattention to certain pecuHarities, which to me appear LxplLbrthe Ota absence of stones everywhere, and the iLr-ouS^tuh^coas
.

I can t make out about the primitive formation „f th« «aof the contment. I know that the ..'y „f ,. volcano „Tcause some pbenomena; but you ren.,,.b.r wLt I J^t"^the subject of the tides 1

"

^ ^
" Oh yes, perfectly."

'' Where the sea ought, according to the observations of explorers
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in these latitudes, to iiuve risen fifteen or twenty feet, it has scarcely
risen one !

"

" Yes
;
but that you accounted for by the irregular distribution of

land and the narrowness of the straits."

''Itried to account for it, that is all," replied Hobson ;
« but the

day before yesterday I noticed a still more extraordinary pheno-
menon, which I cannot even try to explain, and I doubt if the greatest
savants could do so either."

Mrs Earnett looked inquiringly at Hobson.
" What has happened T' she exclaimed.
" Well, the day before yesterday, madam, when the moon was

full, and according to the almanac the tide ought to have been
very high, the sea did not even rise one foot, as it did before—ii did
not rise at all,"

" Perhaps you may be mistaken," observed ^Irs Ecirnett.
" I am not mistaken. I saw it with my own eyes. The day

before yesterday, July 4th, there was positively no tide on the coast
of Cape Bathurst."

''And what do you conclude from that?" inquired Mrs
Barnett,

" I conclude, madam," replied the Lieutenant, '' either that the
laws of nature are changed, or that this district is very peculiarly
situated ... or rather . . .

t conclude nothing ... I explain nothing
... I am puzzled ... I do not understand it; and therefore . .t
therefore I am anxious."

Mrs Barnett asked no more questions. Evidently the total
absence of tides was as unnatural and inexplicable as would be
the absence of the sun from the meridian at noon. Unless the
earthquake had so modified the conformation of the coast of the
Arctic regions as to account for it—but no, such an idea could
not be entertained by any one accustomed to note terrestrial pheno-
mena.

As for supposing that the Lieutenant could be mistaken in his
observations, that was impossible ; and that very day he and Mrs
Barnett, by means of beach-marks made on the beach, ascertained
beyond all doubt that whereas a year before the sea rose a foot, there
was now no tide whatever.

The matter Avas kept a profound secret, as Hobson was unwilling
vo render his companions anxious. But he might often be seen
standing motionless and silent upon the summit of the cn.pe. gazing
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across the sea, which was now open, and stretched away as far asthe eye could reach.
^

During the inonth of July hunting the furred animals was dis-
continued, as the martens, foxes, and others had already lost theirvm er beauty. No game was brought down but that rlquiredtr
oocl, such as canbous. Polar hares, &c., which, strange to sayinstead o being scared away by the guns, continued to multiply
near the fort. Mrs Barnett did not fail to note this peculiar, aias the event proved, significant fact.

' ^
No change had taken place in the situation on the 15th July

fndTb ^Tff^"^^^'
The expected convoy did not arrW^"

.
nd Hobson resolved to execute his project of sending to Captail;Craventy, as Captain Craventy did not come to him
Of course none but Sergeant Long could be appointed to *hecommand of the little troop, although the faithful fellow wo;idrather no have been separated from his Lieutenant. A considerabletime must necessarily elapse before he could get back to Fort HoneHe would have to pass the winter at Fort Reliance, and return t^enext summer. Eight months at least ! It is true either Ma Nabor Eae could have taken the Sergeant's place

; but then tW weremarried, and the one being a master carpenter, and the other theonly blacksmith, the colonists could not well have dispensed wththeir services. ^ ^

Such were the grounds on which the Lieutenant chose Lon^ andthe Sergeant submitted with military obedience. The four soldiersejected o accompany him were Belcher, Pond, Petersen, and Kelllwho declared their readiness to start
'

Four sledges and their teams of dogs were told off for the service

01 tfle lura. Foxes, ermines, martens, swans, Ivnxes m„.t .,t
gluttons fa., all contributed to the precious 0™™? lie 22was fl.ed for the morning of the ISth Julj, the L ate th'eclipse. Of course Thon.as Black was to accompany t7e Serl ,.

Th°e":.^?°'°
™ '° "T' ^'' "^^^^ person aulistrun?,:'

preceding the i.hei.onienon which he awaited with so mn,!, impatience. He might well be anxious ; for one day it was fi^e Zaanother wet, now mists obscured the sun, or Ui k fL Mt
provoking fickleness and uncertainty-. What if during the f';;
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moments of the eclipse the queen of tliA ,.i.,i,f a .u
of day s].onld bo wrapped inZ^o dcud '.t IIn ^'

"'
«o tliat ]u, the astronomer, Tliomas Bhch^l! T

"'"'"'"*'

phenomenon, should be unab e to s H T •'" ^""^ *° ^'"^^''^ '^"^

rod pr.ninenees
,

Hov^ t::^;!:!: ::m^iz;;;^zz"Tmany dangers, how much suffering, how muchS f '

,

,

bce2i gone through in vain !

°^^' '^""^^ ^^^^«

criecul'^rr '-'"n '"-f"
'" ''' *^^^ ^»°°"' ^"^ ««* to see if " het-ricci m a comically piteous tone

The f„i. p,.<,bcrz ft ' :te,: rr,"'"
"':,'''"™"^-

before „c,v ,„„„„, si.e „„s acc„,„, a,,;!,"!' I ' tirf ,
" ""^"

».Kl her light was quenched in L boa,:;.
' ^" '"""^ '=™'-''^-

Many a time did Thomas Black relievo his over burd^„«! 1 w.by pouring out his troubles to Mrs liarnet 7llr?t , f?
sincerely sorrv for h.'m n,i,1 „„„ ,

""""' '^''<' SO"<i lady felt

.old ,z tbat'tl^btri z«T; ::::•: zjt": ""»' ^"^

reminded him that they were in thl ZlZT'"'"' '" ™°' »''

:xr,^ThotttfrX"'"^-- "-^^^^^^^^

* No, madam, no," returned V>Uoh- <' fr,„„ -n i /•

eelipses of the s'un 'before 1 a One on thel' t n ' T^Vo"'"'»hieh will be total for the Atlantic o"ea„ tl ! M. 1

'""^ ^^'"•

Sahara Desert; a second on thro^^d Set l«rt::;i
^^

Kussia,,mdcSr::tVtrottr^^^^^^^^

"r:Sh^Sir;fe\ritt^^»^^
Egypt."

""^ '^'»'«'^> %>'". Algeria, and

eclips?„"\b'^'l8*tulyr8rv "" '^"""' "" ^- '- *e
forw'ard to thattnhe II t dI rben8'o"r1t'':r',

'^.
'""""'

teen months !

"

* ^^ ^'^^ ^"^7 ^e seven-
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'ust 1896—
id, Siberi.'i,

" T can console myself, madam," said the astronomer gravely " bv
ooking forward to that ul" 189u. I shall have to wait not ^Wen-
teen months, but t, nty-six years !"

" May I ask why •

'

Ilocause of all th. <dip ;es, it alone—that of Qth
will bo total for places in lii-]i latitudes,
or Greenland,"

eJ.^ t^:^^ ''''"'' ^"*^^^^* ''' ^" "^--^-" ^^^k- in these

.nterest of the highest importance. Eclipses have very rarely beenwatched near tL. Pole, where the sun, being very littL above he-rizon, IS apparently con.ideraMy increased in size. Tl!l dL ofhe moon wnich is to intervene between us and the sun is suhie tto a similar apparent extensi<.n, and therefor uay be th t tlred prominences and the luminous corona can bo mofe thorc tddy

w, oh the eclipse above the seventieth parallel. A similar opportt nitvwil no occur until 189G, and who can tell if I shall be alivl th^? ^
lo this Inirst ot enthusiasm there was no reply to be m de • andhe astronomer's anxiety and depression increasLlff the inconlta^weather seemed more and more disposed to play him some ill-m:^;ed

It was very fine on the ICth July, but the next day it was cloudy

Inost M P
"" ^""^' '^'^^^ ^^'^y t« result m a seriousIllness. Mrs Barnett and Hobson tried in vain to soothe hin andSergeant Long and the others could not understand how i w^spossible to be so unhappy for "love of the moon "

-he ncnl.tf' ^'^f t>^~'^^
^^'^' July-dawned. According to

.1ut t r^
''^^^^^"^"^^''^^' ^^- t^t'^1 -•%- was to last tourmmu es thirty-seven seconds-that is to say, from forty-three

seven seconds past eleven A.y ^

in^'irh*" ^.n^' "'"'',^V
•'*" """"""^ *"» •'^t'onoracr. tear-

only he !1,|
'^ °"°

'""f
="'""' "' "'" *> f'^o f'«" 'louds Ionly the small space in which the eclipse is to talco place And

moic lor It all than a snail for a chronometer !

»
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It is not to be denied that Thomas Black had some grounds
for his fears. It really seerned likely that observations would
be impossible. At daybreak the horizon was shrouded in mists.
Heavy clouds were coming up from the south, and covering the
very portion of the sky in which the eclipse was to take place.
But doubtless the patron saint of astronomers had pity on poor
Black, for towards eight o'clock a slight wind arose and swept the
mists and clouds from the sky, leaving it bright and clear

!

A cry of gratitude burst from the lips of the astronomer, and
his heart beat high with newly-awakened hope. The sun shone
brightly, and the moon, so soon to darken it, was as yet invisible
in its glorious beams.

Thomas Black's instruments were already carefully placed on the
promontory, and having pointed them towards the southern horizon,
he awaited the event with calmness restored, and the coolness
necessary for taking his observation. What was there left to fear ?

Nothing, unless it was that the sky might fall upon his head ! At
nine o'clock there was not a cloud, not a vapour left upon the sky
from the zenith to the horizon. Never were circumstances more
favoutable to an astronomical observation.

The whole party were anxious to take part in the observation,
and all gathered round the astronomer on Cape Bathurst. Gradu-
ally the sun rose above the horizon, describing an extended arc
above the vast plain stretching away to the south. No one spoke,
but awaited the eclipse in solemn silence.

Towards half-past nine the eclipse commenced. The disc of the
moon seemed to graze tliat of the sun. But the moon's shadow was
not to fall completely on the earth, hiding the sun, until between forty-

three minutes past eleven and forty-seven minutes fifty-seven seconds
past eleven. That was the time fixed in the almanacs, and every one
knows that no error can creep into them, established, verified, and
controlled as they are by the scientific men of all the observatories
in the world.

The astronomer had brought a good many glasses with him, and
he distributed them amongst his companions, that all might watch
the progress of the phenomenon without injury to the eyes.

The brown disc of the mooTi gradually advanced, and terrestrial

objects began to assume a peculiar orange hue, whilst the atmo-
sphere on the zenith completely changed colour. At a quarter-past
ten half the disc of the sun was darkened, and a few dogs which
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happened to be at liberty showed signs of uneasiness and howled

piteously. The wild ducks, thinking night had come, began to

utter sleepy calls and to seek their nests, and the mothers gathered

their little ones under their wings. The hush of eventide fell upon
all animated nature.

At eleven o'clock two-thirds of the sun were covered, and all

terrestrial objects became a kind of vinous red. A gloomy twilight

set in, to be succeeded during the four minutes of to+,ality by absolute

darkness. A few planets, amongst others Mercury and Venus,

began to appear, and some constellations—Capella, Isi and ^ of

Taurus, and <'p of Orion. The darkness deepened every moment.
Thomas Black remained motionless, with his eye glued to the

glass of his instrument, eagerly watching the progress of the

phenomenon. At forty-three minutes past eleven the discs of the

two luminaries ought to be exactly opposite to each other, that of

the moon completely hiding that of the sun.

" Forty-three minutes past eleven," announced Hobson, who was
attentively watching the minute hand of his chronometer.

Thomas Black remained motionless, stooping over his instrument.

Half a minute passed, and then the astonomo Irew himself up,

with eyes distended and eager. Once more he bent over the

telescope, and cried in a choked voice

—

" She is going ! she is going 1 The moon, the moon is going !

She is disappearing, running awry !

"

True enough the disc of the moon was gliding away from that of

the sun without having completely covered it

!

The astronomer had fallen backwards, completely overcome. The
four minutes were past. The luminous ccrona had not appeared !

*' What is the matter ? " inquired Hobson.

"The matter is," screamed the poor astronomer, "that the

eclipse was not total—not total for this portion of the globe ! Do
you hear ] It was not to-t-a-1 ! I say not to-t-a-1 !

!

"

*' Then your almanacs are incorrect."

" Incorrect ! Don't tell that to me, if you please, Lieutenant
Hobson !

"

" But what then ? " said Hobson, suddenly changing countenance.
" Why," said Black, " we are not after all on the seventieth

parallel
!

"

" Only fancy .'
" cried Mrs Barnett.

*' We can soon prove it," said the astronomer, whose eyes flashed
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might have been deceived as he had been. No human prevision
could have foreseen such a calamity. He meant to build upon a
rock, and lie had not even built upon sand. The peninsula of

Victoria, Avhich the best maps of Englisli America join to tho
American continent, had been torn suddenly away from it. This
peninsula was in fact nothing but an immense piece of ice, five

hundred square miles in extent, converted by successive deposits

of sand and earth into apparently solid ground well clothed with
vegetation. Connected with the mainland for thousands of cen-
turies, the earthquake of the 8th of January ]i;id dragged it away
from its moorings, and it was now a floating island, at the mercy of
the winds and waves, and had been carried along the Arctic Ocean
by powerful currents for the last three months !

Yes, Fort Hope was built upon ice ! Hobson at once under-
stood the mysterious change in their latitude. The isthmus—
that is to say, the neck of land which connected the peninsula of
Victoria with the mainland—had been snapped in two by ;v sub-
terranean convulsion connected with the eruption of the volcano
some months before. As long as the northern winter continued,
the frozen sea maintained things as they were ; but wlien the thaw
came, when the ice fields, melted beneath the rays of the sun, and
the huge icebergs, driven out into the offing, dre\/ back to the
farthest limits of the horizon—when the sea at last became open, the
whole peninsula drifted away, with its woods, its cliiFs, its pro-
montories, its inland lagoon, and its coast-line, under the influence
of a current about which nothing was known. For months this
drifting had been going on unnoticed by the colonists, who even
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" Miiy I usk you orio (incstion, hIi- ?
"

"Of ..uniHo, Curimr.'
; Hay on," roi.Iicd tin- Lunitormnt, who won-

dcrcd what was coiuiiii,'.

I'.iit .lolillo licMitatcd, and his littlo wifo inuK'fd his olhow.
•• \V(II, LiiMituiiiint," msuint'd tho Curix.nil, "it's just about tho

Bcvniticth degreo of liititiido—if we aro not whcro wo th.;uuht wo
were.

"

°

The Lieutenant frowned.

" Weil," lio roplied evasively, «' wo made a mistake in our reckon-
in/r, . . . our first observation was wrong; . . . but wliat does
thiit concern you ?"

" Please, sir, it 'h bocnuso of the pay," replied JoliO-e with h
ficowl. " You know well enough that tho Conii-any promised us
doul)lo pay."

Ilobson drew a sigli of relief. It will bo remembered that tho
men had been promised higher pay if thoy succeeded in sottiin.' on
orabovo the seventieth degree north Uititude, and Joiiire, who always
had an eye to the main rharice, had looked upon tho whole matter
Irom a monetary i)oiiit of view, and was atraid th-j bounty would
be withheld.

"You needn't be afraid," said Ilobson with asmilo; «'and you
can tell your brave comrades that our mistake, which is really
mcxplieal)le, will not in tho least prejudice your interests. We are
not below, but above the seventieth jiarallel, and so you will an
your doul'lo pay."

^

^
" Thank you, sir, thank you," replied Joliffo with a beaming face
It isn't that we think much about money, but that the money

sticks to us." •'

An.l with this sago remark the men drew ofT, little dreamin<.
vd.at a strange and fearful change had taken place in the position
01 tho country.

Sergeant Long was about to follow the others when Hobson
st()])ped him with tho words—

" iteniain liero. Sergeant Long."
The subordinate ollicer turned on his heel and waited for theLieutenant to address him.
All had now left tho cape except Mrs Barnett, Madge, ThomaaBlack, and tho two ofTicers.

Since tho eclipse Mrs Barnett had not uttered a word Shelooked nuiuinngly at Hobson, who tried to avoid meeting her eye^



172 THE FUR COUNTRY.

The brave woman seemed ra.her surprised than uneasy, and it was
doubtful whether or no she understood the significance of what had
occurred. Had the truth flashed upon her as it had upon the
Lieutenant? had she, like Lim, at once seen all the consequences
involved ? However it may have been, she said not a word, but
leant upon Madge, whose arm was round her mistress's waist.

The astronomer hurried to and fro, he could not keep still'. His
hair was disordered

;
he alternately wrung his hands and let them

drop against his sides. Ejaculations of despair burst from his
lips

;
he shook his fist at the sun, and stared at it with distended

eyes.

Presently, however, he grew calmer ; he felt able to speak, and
with crossed arms, flashing eyes, flushed face, and frowning brows
he st:ode up to the Lieutenant.

'

_

" I have a scor .; to settle with you !
" he cried. « Yes, with you,

Lieutenant Hobson, agent of t)ie Hudson's Ray Company !

'"

The tone, the attitude, the words, were uncommonly like a
challenge

;
but F bson felt so truly sorry for the poor man's dis-

appointment that he could not take offence, and only looked at him
quietly,

"Mr Hobson," resumed Black with ill-coucealed irritation, "will
you be kind enoug]i to inform me what all this means ? Have you
anything to do with this mystery ? H so, sir, you have struck at
those higher than I, and you may come to rejjcnt it !

"

I'

What do you mean, IMr Black ? " inquired Hobson calmly.
"I mean, sir," resumed the astronomer, "that you were ordered

to take your detachment to the seventieth parallel of lati-
tude !

"

" Or beyond it," said Hobson.
" Beyond it, sir

!
" cried Black

;
" what have I to do beyond it?

To observe the total eclipse of the sun, I ought not to have crossed
the limits included in the seventieth parallel ; I ought to have remained
in that portion of EngUsh America, and here I am three decrrees
above it !

" °

" Well, Mr Black," replied Hobson, still quietly, " we were mis-
taken, that is all !

"

" That is all
!
" screamed the astronomer, exasperated at the Lieu-

tenant's calnuiess.

"Let me remind you," resumed Hobson, "that if I was mistaken,
you shared my error—yes, yoif, Mr Black; for on our arrival at
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Ciipe Batlmrat wo took tlio latitud'. of our position together,—you
with your iiiHtrumoiits, I with n Jio. You cannot, then, make me
responsible for a mi.stako you made yourself."

At this reply the u.strononier was taken aback, and in Hpito of

Ilia rage had i;ot a word to Hay. Wliui exciuse was there for him ?

If any one was in fault, it was he ! And what would the scientific

men of l!:uroi)o think of him ? "What would they say at the Green-
wich ()l)scrvatory of an astronomer so awkwaru as to make a mistake
in taking latitude? Thomas ]ilack make an error of two or three

degrees in taking the altitude of the sun ! and under what circum-

Btaiicea ! Whon the result would be to make hiin lose the obser-

vation of a total eclii)se, under conditions whii h would not bo
reproduced for a very long time. Thomas JJlack was a dishoru)ured

savatil !

"lUit how?" he exclaimed, again tearing his hair—" how could I

make such a mistake ? Am I no longer fit to handle a sextant? Can
I not calculate an angle ? I am blind ! and if soj nothing remains for

mo to do, but to fling myself head foremost from this cape !

"

"Mr Jjlack," said llobson gravely, " do not reproach yourself

—

you have made no Jnistake—you have nothing to regret."

" Then it 's only you !

"

" I am no more guilty than you arc. Listen to me, I beg of you,

and you too," he added, turning to Mrs Barnett, " and you, and you,

Madge, and Sergeant Long, but keep what I tell you a profound

Kecret. There is no need to frighten and dishearten our comrades."

The four drew near to the Lieutenant without a word, but there

was a tacit agreement to keep the secret about to be revealed to

them.

" My friends," said Tlrtbson, " a year ago, on our arrival at Cape
Bathurst, wo took our bearings, and found that we were on the

seventieth degree of hititude, and if we are now beyond that degree

it is because Capo Bathurst has drifted 1

"

" Drifted !

" cried Thomas Black. " Tell that to those who will

believe it ! When was a large cape known to drift before ?

"

" It is true, though, ]\Ir ]51ack," replied Ilobson gravely. "The
whole of the peninsula of Victoria is nothing more than an island

of ico. The earthquake separated it from the American continent,

and now one of the great Arctic currents is bearing it along."
'* Where ? " asked Sergeant Long,
*' Where it pleases God for it to go," replied the Lieutenant.
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Ht full moon a few days ago, no sonsiblo difforonco was produrod on
our Hhoros."

In spito of Ilia doapair, Thomas Ulack listened attentively to Iloh-
«on's explanations, and could not but see the reasonableness of Ida
doductUMis

;
but lie was furious atsucli a rare, nncxi)t:(;ted, and, as lie

said, '*ridi(;ulons" phenomenon occurring just so as to make him
miss tlio eclipse, and ho said not a word, but maintained a gloomy,
even Iniughty silence.

" Poor J\Ir IJIack," said Afrs Harnett, "it must bo owned that an
astronomer was never more hardly used than you since tho world
began I

"

"In any case, however," said Tlobson, turning to her, "we liavo
neither of us anything to reproach mirselves with. No one can find
fault with us. Nature alone is to blame. The cartlKpiako cut od-
our ccunnnndcation with tiie mainland, and converted our peninsula
into a lloating island

; and this explains why tlie furred and other
animals, imprisoned like ourselves, have become so numerous round
the fort

!

"

" This, too, is why tlic rivals you so much dreaded have not visited
us, Lieutenant !

" exclaimed Madge.
"And this," added the Sergeant, "accounts for tho non-arrival

of the convoy sent to Cape JJathnrst by Captain Craventy !
"

" And this is why," said Mrs Barnett, looking at tho Lieutenant,
"I must give up all hope of returning to Europe this year at
least

!

"

Tho tone of voice in wliich tho lady made this last remark showed
that she resigned herself to her fate more readily than could have
been expected. She seemed suddenly to have made up her mind
to make the best of the situation, which would no doubt give lier
an opi.ortunity of making a great many interesting observations
And alter all, what good would grumbling have done % Ilecrimina-
tions were worse than useless. They could not have altered their
position, or have checked tho course of the wandering island, and
there was no means of reuniting it to a continent. No; God alono
c(.uld decide the future of Fort Hope. They must bow to Uia
will.
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CHAPTER II.

WHERE ARE WE?

^T was necessary carefully to study the unexpected and novel
S situation in which the agents of the Company now found

themselves, and Hobson did so with his chart before himHe could not ascertain the longitude of Victoria Island-the o I*ginal name being retained-until the next day, and the latitude had

mus be ascertained befor. and after noon, and two hour anlsmust be measured. ""oica

Sim above the homon Kith the sextant, and they hoped to recom!

Z I . .u 1 "
'"''" ''""' "'^ '"» ""'""ies obtained he exactpom of the Arctic Ocean then occupied by their island

,J rX ""'• '""'''""• "' "''"' «"" «o the fort but«n,amed „Ila„g together for some little time on the promt'toryJfelge declared she was quite resigned, and evidently thouTt o, f;of her mistress, at whom she could not h.ok without emotfon »cud not bear to think of the suffering, and trials her "dear W '-

er iiie lor J auima, but what good could that do now* Sl.a

Two dangers threatened the inland floating alon. the coast ofNorth America, only two.
°

Pohrrnllll^' f''" 1^^''^' '"''•^"*^ '^ '^'^ «P^» sea to the hi^h
..i-ua_„, ..oia iMjicii there is no return.
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Or tlie current would take it to the south, perhaps throuc^h
Belinng Strait into the Pacific Ocean.

='

In tlie former contingency, the colonists, shut in by ice and sur-rounded by i.npassable icebergs, would liave no means of communi-
cation with their fellow-creatures, and would die of cold and hun-er
1.1 the solitudes of the north.

°

In the latter contingency, Victoria Island, driven by the currents
to the western waters of the Pacific, would gradually melt and -0 to
pieces beneath the feet of its inhabitants.

^^

In either case death would await the Lieutenant and his com
pamons, and the fort, erected at the cost of so much labour and suf-
lering, would be destroyed.

But it was scarcely probable that either of tliese events would
happen. The season was already considerably advanced, and in less
than three montlis the sea would again be rendered motionless by
the icy hand of the Polar winter. The ocean would a-ain be con-
verted into an ice-field, and by means of sledges they mldit -et to
the nearest land-the coast of Russian America if the°island re
mained in the east, or the coast of Asia if it were driven to the west

'i or," added Hobson, "we have absolutely no control over our
floa mg island. Having no sail to hoist, as in a boat, we cannot
guide It m the least. Where it takes us we must go."

All that Hobson said was clear, concise, and to the* point There
could be no doubt that the bitter cold of winter would solder Victoria
Island to the vast ice-field, and it was highly probaole that it would
dntt neither too far north nor too far south. To have to cross atew hundred miles of ice was no such terrible prospect for brave
and resolute men accustomed to long excursions in the Arctic
regions. It would bo necessary, it was true, to abandon Fort±iope—the object of so many hopes, and to lose the benefit of all
their exertions, but what of that? The factory, brilt upon a
shifting soil, could be of no further use to the Company. Sooner
or later it would be swallowed up by the ocean, and what was thegood of useless regrets ? It must, therefore, be deserted as soon as
circumstances should permit.

The only thing against the safety of the colonists was-and the
Lieutenant dwelt long on this point-that during the eio-ht or nine

"

weeks which must elapse before the solidification of the Arctic
Ocean, Victoria Island might be dragged too far north or south.

M
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Arctic explorers had often told of pieces of ice being drifted an
immense distance without any possibility of stopping them

Everything then depended on the force and direction of tlie
currents from the opening of Behring Strait ; and it would be
necessary carefully to ascertain all that a chart of the Arctic Oceancoud tell. Hobson had such a chart, and invited all who werewith him on the cape to come to his room and look at it: but

^l7ol-n.
'^"'•'

" \ '^' ^°'' ""' ''''' "^"^-^ "••S^d "P0« them the
necessity of keeping their situation a secret.

"It is not yet desperate," he said, "and it is therefore quite
nnnecessary to damp the spirits of our comrades, who will perhaps
not be^ab.e to understand, as we do. all the chances in our
Xiit our,

,

"Would it not be prudent to build a boat large enough to hold
us all and strong enough to carry us a few hundred railes over the
sea ] observed Mrs Barnctt.

"It would be prudent certainly," said Hobson, "and we will do it.Imust thmk of some pretext for beginning the work at once, and
give the necessary orders to the head carpenter. But takin.^ to a
boat can only be a forlorn hope when everything else has failed.U e must try all we can to avoid being on the island when the ice
breaks u]., and we must make for the mainland as soon as ever the
sea IS frozen over."

Hobson was right. It would take about three months to build
a thirty or thnty-five ton vessel, and the sea would not he openwhen It was finished. It would be very dangerous to embark th.
whole party when the ice was breaking up all round, and he would
be well out of his difficulties if he could get across the ice to firm
ground before thetiext thaw set in. This was why Hobson thought
a boat a forlorn hope, a desperate makeshift, and every one a-reed
with hun. °

Secrecy was once more promised, for it was felt that Hobsonwas the best judge of the matter, and a few minutes lakr the five
conspirators were seated together in the large room of Ft)rt Hoi.e
which was then deserted, eagerly examining an excellent map of the
oceanic _an.l atmospheric currents of the Arctic Ocean, special atten-tmn being naturally given to that part of the Polar Sea between
tape Lathurst and Behring Strait.

Two principal currents divide the dangerous latitudes compre-
hended between the Polar Circle and the imperfectly known zone,
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called the North-West Tassage since ]\I'Clurc's daring discovery_at
least only two have been hitherto noticed by marine surveyors.
One is called the Kamtchatka Current. It takes its rise in the

offing outside the peninsula of that name, follows the coast of Asia,
and passes through Buhring Strait, touching Cape East, a promon-
tory of Siberia. After running due north for about six hundred
miles from the strait, it turns suddenly to the east, pretty nearly
following the same parallel as M'Clure's Passage, and probably
doing much to keep that communication oi)cn for a few months in
the warm season.

The other current, called Behring Current, flows just the other
way. After running from east to west at about a hundred miles at
the most from the coast, it comes into collision, so to speak, with
the Kamtchatka Current at the opening of the strait, and turning to
the south approaches the shores of Russian America, crosses Behdng
Sea, and finally breaks on the kind of circular dam formed by the
Aleutian Islands.

Ilobson's map gave a very exact summary of the most recent
nautical observations, so that it could be relied on.

The Lieutenant examined it carefully before speaking, and then
pressing his hand to his head, as if oppressed by some sad presenti-
ment, he observed

—

"Let us hope that fate will not take us to remote northern
latitudes. Our wandering island would run a risk of never return-
ing."

" Why, Lieutenant ? " broke in Mrs Barnett.
" Why, madam ? " replied Hobson ;

" look well at this part of the
Arctic Ocean, and you will readily understand why. Two currents,
both dangerous for us, run opposite ways. When they meet, the island
must necessarily become stationary, and that at a great distance
from any land. At that point it will have to remain for the winter,
and when the next thaw sets in, it will either follow the Kamt-
chatka Current to the deserted regions of the north-west, or it will
float down with the Behring Current to be swallowed up by the
Pacific Ocean."

" That will not happen. Lieutenant,'' said Madge in a tone of
earnest conviction

;
" God would never permit that."

"I can't make out," said Mrs Barnett, " whereabouts in the
Polar Sea we are at this moment; for I see but one current from
the offing of Cape Bathurst which bears direoLly to the north-west,
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and that is the dangerous Kan.tcl.atka Current. .\..o you not afraid
t ut It

]
as us u, Its fatal euibracc, and is carry!,,., us Avith it to theBhoros of iXorth Geor^'ia ?

"

° ^"°

''
W]!'''''Lr?'-'''

'"'^'^'''^ ^^''^'""' ''^*'' *'' "^"^"^"t'« reflection.

- IJecauso it is a very rapid current, .na.lau, ; and if wo had Ufolnu.n.,^jt f,u- throe n.onths, ,vc «,..„.,.i j,,, j,,, ,,,,,^^ j^^,Mght l.y this tunc, an.l there is none, absolutely n.uio t
"

'< IVITll'T"/^?
^''^

'V'''"''
''" ''*^^" ^'"1"'^-^''^ ^^f''« r>arnett.Most Jikdy between the Kanitehatka Current and the coastperhaps m houw vast eddy unmarked upon tlie n.;>p

"

"That eannot be. Lieutenant," replied Mrs Larnett, quickly.
>Vhy not, madam, why not ?"

veeied ound to a certani extent, and our position Avith regard to

hili " 'T'^ T",''
'•^^" ""'''''''''' '''' last three :nX^vJlu•l^ IS certaudy iiot the case."

'' Vou are riyht madam, you are quite right. The only explana-tion I can thudc ot is, that there is some other current, not marked
'- ou'- "-p. Oh, that to-morrow Avere here that I might find oour longitude

; really this uncertainty is terrible t
"

''To-morrow will come," observed Madge.

so .K ted, all returning to tlu.ir ordinary occupations. .SergeantLo
g nfonned his comrades that the departure for Tort lieli^nce,

i'xcd foi the next day, was put oil: ]le gave as rea.sor.s that theseason Avas too iar a<lvanced to get to the southern factory before
the great cold set m, that the astronomer Avas anxious to complete his
luetecu-ological observations, and would theref^u^e submit to anotherAnn er in the north, that game Avas so plentiful provisions from
iort Le lance were not needed, etc., cV'c. But about all these
matters the l)rave fellows cared Jittle.

_

Lieutenant llol.son ordered his men to spare the furred animals
lu future, and only to kill edible game, so as to lay up fresh stores
lor the coming winter

;
he also forbade them to ,0 ,„„re than two

iiu es from the fort, not wishing Marbre aiur.Sabine to come
suddenly upon a sea-horizon, where the isthnms conneeti.n- the
peninsula of Victoria with the mainland was visible a few months
before. Iho cusappearanee of the neek of land Avould inevitably
liave betrayed cveiything.

"^
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I ho (lay apiuNircl ni.llrsM to I.i.Mitcimi.t llol.soij. Ai,'ain and
AKHui lu, iviunu..! to Oapo natlmrsL cillMT ulo.io, or iim.iu,.;u.i...l l.y
Airs llari.ott. Tlu, latfrr, imirod to d.uwM-, iiliuvvod no four; hIiu
even .)oI<,.d H,„ hinitcnant iiLont Iii.s float in;,' island hciriK' porliapH,
ultrr nil, 1 1,0 pn.iurn.i v,.y.in<-o forgoinL,' to Mm North Polo. "

Witli
H favcnruMu nim-nt nn^jht tj.oy not micli that hitherto ina.cT.s.sil.Io
I'liint of tho ^'IoImiI"

iii«Mi(,.nant llolmoi, hIiooIc I.Ih hoad a« ho li«tnncd to hin coin-
1'"<""MH lanry. and Ivopt his cyos lixnl uimn tho hori/.on, hopin- to
•••'I'-li H ^lini|.su of mxw land, no n.uttrr what, in tl,„ distan.v. I'.nt
no.Hoa and .sky mot in an al..sol.,N.|y nnlin.lv.'n nirnlar line .•onllrni-
111- llul.,son's opinion that Victoria J.slaudwa.H,liifung to tho west
rather than in any other direction.

" r.icnicnanl." at last said Mr.s Harnrtt. "don't you moan to make
ft tour ot our island a.s Hoon a.s possible /"

•'Yew, nia.l.ini, of conrse; as soon us \ have lakon our hcarin-rg,
1 mean <o a.s.cilain the lonu and extent of our dcniinlcns Jt
Hcems, however, that tho fracture was nnuK) at tho i.sthnin> it.sdf, so
that the whole pcniiistda iia.s heeonie an island."
"A .strange d.sl.iny is ours, Lh-nteiiant," .said l\rr8 Rirnctt
Others return from 1 heir travels to a.hl new districts t.. gco-Mii-

phical n.aps, l,ut wo shall havo t.. ellaco tho HUi.poscd peninsula of
Vu^toria!"

,

'H';' n.-xt ,h,y. .Tnly iSth. tho sky w.vh very clear, an.l at ton
oeloeic m the niornin.i,' Ilol.son ol.tained a satisfactory altit.udo of
tho .sun and, comparing it with that ..f tho observation of the day
bolor.., ho ascertained e.xactly tho h.ngitu.U, j,, wl.ieh they were

Iho island was then in 157" 37' h.ngitu.lo west fro.u (Jreenu-ieh.
I he latitude ol.laine.l the day hoforo at noon almost immo.liatoly

alter tile eclipse w.is, as we know, 73" 7' I'O" north
Tho sjmt was looked out on tho map in tho prcsonco of Mns

iiarnett and bergeant Long.
Jt was indeed a most an.xiou.s moment, and tho followin.' result

was arrived at.

Tlu, wandering island was tuoving in a westerly direction, homo
jilong by a current unmarkc.l on the chart, and urdcnown to
h3-drographcrs wluch was ovulently carrying it towards IJehring
Stnut All tho dangers fcu-csecn by Hol.son were then imminent.
It Victoria Island did jiot again touch

"

winter.
tho nuiiuland before tht
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"But how fur are we from the American continent ? that is the
most important point just at present," said Mrs Barnett
Hobson took his compasses, and carefully measured the narrowest

part of the sea between the coast and the seventieth parallel
"We are actually more than two hundred and fifty miles fromPomt Barrow, the northernmost extremity of Russian America »

he replied. '

^

" We ought to know, then, how many miles the island has drifted
since It left tlie mainland," said Sergeant Long.

'; Seven hundred miles at least," replied Hobson, after havin-
again consulted the chart.

°

meltd r''^

'''^°''^ "^^''^ ^"^^ ^"^ •^°'' '""^'^"'^ *^^ "^''^""^ ''°™"

"Most likely towards the end of April; the ice-field broke up
then and the icebergs which escaped melting drew back to the
north. We may, therefore, conclude that Victoria Island has been
moving along with the current parallel with the coast at an average
iate ot ten miles a day."

*' No very rapid pace after all !
" exclaimed Mrs Barnett.

"Too fast, madam, when you think Avhere we may be taken
during the two months in which the sea will remain open in this
part of the Arctic Ocean."

The three friends remained silent, and looked fixedly at the
chart the fearful Polar regions, towards which they were bein.^
irresistibly drawn, and which have hitherto successfully resisted
all attempts to explore them.

"There is, then, nothing to be done ? Nothing to try?" said Mrs
Barnett after a pause.

" Nothing, madam," replied Hobson ;
- nothing whatever. We

must wait
;
we must all pray for the speedy arrival of the Arctic

winter generally so much dreaded by sailors, but which alone can
save us now. The winter will bring ice, our only anchor of salva-
tion, the only power which can arrest the course of this wandering
island. ^
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A TOl/A' OF THE /Sf.AXD.

Hif^J'*^'*^'' <^''''t <1.'iy, July ISMi, it wiiR (l('ci(l(>(l tliat Uio Ix-iiring,''

W^y'y
"'"'"''^ '"' *''^''^'" "^ '*" '"''"''' " ^'''"''*''' wIkmh'vci- tho sLiUi of

-^^-^ tho iiliiKtspliiTc, iviidcivd Mu) opcrution pd.vul.lo. Wan not.

tho island, in fact, a ili.sablod bhip, loasod about without Haila or
lii'liii.

Tho noxt (lay aftor taldiig tho boarinj^M, ITob.'ion announcod that

^vitil()^lt chanuM^ of laiitudi) Mio island li;id advanced ,Hi;vt!i'al miles
fartiuT west. ]\la(;Nal) was onlcrod to coinmcnco tho c.onKtiMi-.tiou

of a liii^L,'o boat, llobson tollini,' liini, in cxphination, tliat ho proposed
inakin,:; a rcconnaisKaiuui of the. coast as far as l!n siaii Amciica
next Kuinnicr. Tho carpcntc!!- asked no furthor (]U('stioriH, but pro-

ceeded to ehooso his Avood, and fixed upon tho bea';h at tho foot of
C.ipe r.atlmr.st as his di)ekyard, .so that ho might easily bo ablo to

launch his vosstO.

Jlobson intended to s(!t out the saino day on liis excursion round
tho island in whiclj ho uiul Jiis comrades were inipiison(;d. Many
chani!;es uii,i;ht tak(! jdac(' in tlu; configuration of this sheet of ice,

subject as it was to thi; iidluenco of tho variable temperature of tho
waves, and it was important to determino its actual form at tho
present tinu-, its area, and its thiekness in did'erent parts. 'I'ho

l)oint of rupture, whii^h was most likely at tho istlunus itself, ought
to bo examined witli 8[)ecial care

; tho fracture beii!,g still fresh,

it might bo i)()s.sible to ascertain tho exact arrangement of tho
Ktratilied layers of ico and earth of which tho soil of tho iahuul waa
composed.

liut in tho afternoon tho sky clouded over «udd(;idy, and a
violent s(piall, accompanied with thick nusts, swept down upon tho
fort. Tresently torrents of rain fell, and larg(! hailstones rattled on
tho roof, whilst a few distant claps (,f thunder were lieard, a
phcnomenou of exceedingly rare occurrence in «uch elevated
latitudes.
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1 join tli{
l)Mrt

la.
,
...cvod l.i,„ ,„ul .hat 1,0 c.,„U .....vcr'for, -I;

"'"' ''^""™

Alter niaiiy a lieartv rnv>H-,>ll fi, > r •
,.

panionsleft L forJl^- ' '
'""''"'"'' -.Ihis t.^o com-

by tiie postern gato, and, tuniin-^ to the west.
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f«>lIow(.,l tlu' IrnytluMuul curve of tho cmst l.otwoon Cui.ch Ilithur.st

It WUH dKl.t oVIorlc in tl,« ,n,.rnin-
; tl.o „l.li,,„o n,ys „f M,,, s.m

« rn.-k upon ,1.0 hoa.I.. .h.hI ,o.,d,...l i,, with many u l.rilliant tint,
'.. «n,„yhmows nf th« Hoa won, .sinking to mst, un.l Mu, l.inl»

I't.'.,n,u.H,„s. gi.illrn.otH, pnllinM, an,i ihI.tIm. <inv.M away l.y tl,;,«orm,_wm, rcttn-nin,,^ l.y thnnsan.ls. Troops of ,ln.-k:/w.ro
tcn.ng hack to f.Ko Ilan.ctt, llyin, doso, uIM.on,!. th.y I<n..v it

>t, to J^Ins .lol.lh.'s Han.-.pa,n. Pol.,. |.,,,.. ,„,,,„,,, „f,„,^.,.,,
I -mnu.H roschH'oro tho travollors nn.l I1...1 at, Mn-ir approad.

l"'t n„t ,vn
. any ,nvat appoaranrn of hast, or lorror. Thn' nin.al

"Tl.ry knowM-dl bnongh tl.at tl.oy aro l.cninicUn I-y tlu, hcuand rannot ,p,it, tlu, island," ol.s.-rvo.l llobson

.,nM'""^n"''
•''.' ^" ^''" ^"^''^' ••'" «^'*"'^i".^' ^'••"•"HT Hi.nalosin th.south Ml the w.nt.r, aro th.y n„tr' in.p,in..l Mrs DanM.tt

^ CM, n.a.lan. hnt unless thoy aro pr,.s,.nMy al.|„ to rn.ss tho ieo-hohl thoy will havo to ron.ain prisunors lila, oursulvos, and I uni
nir.'iid tho groator nund)or will dio of n.ld „j- hun-or

"1 l.opo thoy will 1,0 ,^ood on<.n,,h to .supply ns with food for aong tnno o .sorvod tho .S..r.oant. " and I, think it is vory fortunato
that thoy had not tho «onso to runaway hoforo tho rnpUno of th
iHthinus. ^ '"

" 'I'lio birds will, liowcvor, loavo us ? " addod INFrs Bariu>tt
" Oil yc'M, nuula.n, ov..rythin^^ with win,^^s will .„, thoy oan iravorsoong (lis a.„-os Without fatigno, and, u.oro fortunato than oursdvos

thoy will regain terra Jirmar
'

•|
Could we not uso thorn us inossongors?" uskod Mrs I5arnott

_

A good adea, inadaiu, a capital idoa," said llobson. " Wonngh easily cakh sou.o hundreds of these bird., and tie a pap.T

Ko-ssm 1818 tr.e<l similar means to ar.p.aint tho survivors of theIwankl.u expedition with tho presence of his ships, the 7.W™/,s.and he Jnont>,afor in tho l>olar seas. Ho caught some hundreds
<>Mvhto foxes m traps, rivottod a copper collar round the neckc^ cad. with all the necessary information eugravcd upon t, uthen sot them tree in ev.^ry direction."

I'

rerhaps some of the messengers may have fallen into tho handsof the shipwrecked wanderers."
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"Perhaps so," replied Ilobsoii;"! know that an old fox was
taken by Captain Ilattcras during his voyage of discovery, ucarinc
a collar half worn away and hidden beneath liis thick white Un
What we cannot do with the quadrupeds, we will do with the
birds."

Chatting tlius and laying plans for the future, the three explorers
continued to follow the coast. They noticed no change ; the abrupt
chfTscovered with earth and .sand showed no signs of a recent altera-
tion m the extent of the island. It was, however, to be feared that
the vast sheet of ice would bo worn away at the base by the action
of the warm currents, and on this point Hobson was naturally
anxious. ^

By eleven o'clock in the morning the eight miles between Capes
Lathurst and Esquimaux had been traversed. A few traces of the
encampment of Kalumah's party still remained

; of course the snow
huts had entirely disappeared, but some cinders and walrus bones
marked the si)ot.

The three explorers halted here for a short time, they intended to
pass the few short hours of the night at Walruses' Bay, which they
hoped to reach in a few hours. They breakfasted seated on a sli-rhtlv
rising ground covered with a scanty and stunted herbage. Before
their eyes lay the ocean bounded by a clearly-defined sea-horizon
without a sail or an iceberg to break the monotony of the vast ex-
panse of water.

" Should you be very much surprised if some vessel came in si-d^t
now, Lieutenant?" inquired Mrs Barnett.

°

^

''I should be very agreeably surprised, madam," replied Hobson
"It IS not at all uncommon for whalers to come as far north as this'
especially now that the Arctic Ocean is frequented by whales and
chacholots, but you must remenibtr that it is the 23rd Julv and 'the
summer is far advanced. The whole fleet of whalin-" vessels is
probably now in Gulf Kotzebuc, at the entrance to°the strait
Whalers shun the sudden changes in the Arctic Ocean and with
good reason. They dread being shut in the ice ; and the iceber-.
avalanches, and ice-fields they avoid, are the very things for which
we earnestly pray."

" They will come, Lieutenant," said Long ;
'' have patience in an-

other two months the waves will no longer break upon the shores
of Cape Esquimaux."

'•' Cape Esquimaux
!
" observed Mrs Barnett with a smile. " That



" They breakfasted," kc.-Puge ISG.
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u.tno. I.lu, ll.uMM wo Kavo t.. tl.n ollu-r parlH <.f ll,n p.miMHuIu, ,n,ty
;'.'" '"" ""(ort.umin loo. Wo I.Hvo Inn., Port Il.trnHI. ,uh1 I'.mli...
Kivor; w... ran l.ll wI.Hl.or ( 'npo Ks^unnaux u.i.l WalruHon' May
iiiiiy not jilso (li.Mapiioar in (inio '/

"

"Tl.oy I..... uill .liMappoar, luadani," n-pli.^l I|.,1.h„„, ««um(1 aftor
"'••'" H'" "linln of Viol.Hia iHlaii.l, fur noil,i,iK now oonnootH it with
'I n>nl.nonl. nn-l it is .loonu.l to .lo.stnwlion. Tl.i. roMuit i.s inovit-

;"7' ;:•"• •""• <••'"!'•" <'f K<'<'K.Mpl.irai ni.n.rH will l,., Mnown aw„y •

M. fnHun,.,.,!, t,, K ,, .Sonny i.as not yot u.lopto.l tl.on,;
uml^ N.r Uo.lo,u>ic Mmvhi.suM will havo nellung U. ellaoo ou hw

" Ono nanm ho will," ovohiinnt.l lh« Sor^'ount.
" Which '/ " inipiiml IlohMon.

••Capo nalliuiat," loplinl j,,,,,,..

" Ah. yo. you nro ,i,ht. ( '^po MathurMt n.UHt now ho romnvo.lfrom niapMol th- I'olur i-o.^ions."
^'""vui

, 'I'^vo Imuns- ro.st w.n, 'all tho oxph.rorH rami for, an.l at ,ofiook Ihoy pivparod t(. iminio tlirir jouiiu-y.
If-'loro slartin- llohHon onro nmru h.oUi ronn,] hin, fn.n, fl.o

TT- \T I'r'"''"''^"-^
;

'""• --'"K ""thing worthy of notice,
lio ivjomr.l Mrs Harnett and Sori,'.'ant l.on^'.

" ^l"<l.""." ho .aid, ndd.v,s,sinK tho lady, -you havo not forK..tt(,n
llio laniily o( nativoa wo met lioro h.st winter T'
"Oh no,

\
luvo always hold dear l.tllo Kalnn.ah in fri.M.dly

•m'-n >nn.oo. So prondsed to ..on.e and neo n.s a.ain at vl
I "I-, .nt «ho wdl not ho ahio to do «o. Jh.t why do you ank n.oabont tho nal'ivoM now?" ^ j

iv juo

'VlWauso I renuMnher so.nethin.^ to wldeh, ,n„oh to my ro«rofc
1 diil not at tho l.n.(> attach aullieient in.portaneo " "^ t>

»

" Wiiat was thatr'
•' Vou ronuMubor tho uneasy .snrpriso tho men manifostcd ut find-

in^!,' a la.'tory at iho foot of C^ape Ilatiiurst."

"Oh yes, perfeelly."

"You ron.end.or "that I tried to n.alco out what tho nativesmeant, and that I couKl not do mV
" Yo.s, 1 roineniber."

"Woil/; added llobson, "I know now why thoy .shook theirhc'a^. l.ro<u tradd.on experionoo, or Hon.ethin,. tho Ks.uin.aux
Ivncn «hafc tho pcnmsuia really was, tlioy know wo iuul not built
-" l.nu ground. Uut ,us thing, had probably ron.ained as thoy
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wore n,r cont„n..H tI,.,M,,,o„,l.t thoro w.s no i,n„,c.liato dan-.r^an.l that .was n,.t wu.th wl.ilo to rxplai,, tl.r.nsolvo.s "
Very likoly y„u ,,rc, ri;^lit/' roplio.l Mrs Uanu'lt • "l.nf T f I

r,::' f
•

'-/ - -».-i 1 1,.... ,.„,::::•„„•:,.:
8iiu Mould hjivo warned us."

'

JI<a.o^,„ito a,..ood with M. R.n.ett, and «o.-,oant Long

«o/.7''.
''''"^, '''"" *" '""" ''"'" '•>' '^ l<i>"l "f fatality that wo-ttlod oursdvos upon tins poninsuht jus,, ],.,;.,. it ;^..",

:;:i/::t:,S;-,!j,:!;r;"'ij;:-;v';i'-''-'''
li-.v.. f.>i. ,.. r .1 ,

'" 'V ^''iiii i iiiiiikot tlio tinio It niiist

S^:,::n=:;,:r;r::;-::;;;::i;::,;::;:;
'.

u-
,"'„"'". <^"'""«^^"' Wf,.,-. ll,„ ,,.,..,ti,m „f ,„;iu

••

It.™ Capo K,,q„i„KU,.v l„ WalrnsoV Ray ll,o c„„t rm nLnnf
<l..o s„„.I, ollowi,,, U,o one I„„„l,.o,l „„d t«„t,.., , H "

,I-..!a„g b.l,„„l the,,, tl„.j, o„„l,l .0. „„. o.„-„..r of t ,„ I ,

'

^ ^:^ir;w I it

:"•
t^-T'

' " '""«^^^^^
iiti^iits m wjiich It was Inunod. Lar"-o ok^Ip^ «„., i .1 xi

;:n.S''^
cries ,„„, t,.o , , fl:,„,4 ;:^ u,:;:" „;^";:,':;::

ti.e .till„es.«, a,„l f„,.,v,l a„i,„als „f ,„a„v lci„,l° „
°

of wolves crossing tl.o plain.
° ^""° '^'^ '"'^ '"^ *''"^'1»

It was evident that specimens of the wliolo Arctic F.iun.a were
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imprisoned on the island, and there was every reason to fear that,

wlien famished with hunger, all tl'.c carnivorous beasts would bo
formidable enemies to tlie occupar.ts of Fort Hope.

Fortunately, however, one race of animals appeared to be quite
unrepresented. Not a single white bear was seen ! Once the
Sergeant thought he saw an enormous white mass moving about on
the other side of a clump of willows, but on close examination
decided that he was mistaken.

The coast near Walruses' Bay was, on the whole, only slightly

elevated above the sea-level, and in the distance the waves broke
into running foam as they do upon a sloping beach. It was to be
feared that the soil had little stability, but there was no means of
judging of the modifications which had taken place since their last

visit, and Hobsou much regretted that he had not made bench
marks about Cape Bathurst before he left, that he might judge of
the amount of sinking or depression which tt)ok place. He deter-
mined, however, to take this precaution on his return.

It.will be understood that, under the circumstances, the party did
not advance very rapidly. A pause was often made to examine
the soil, or to see if there were any sign of an approaching fracture

on the coast, and sometimes the explorers wandered inland for half

a mile. Here and there the Sergeant planted branches of willow
or birch to serve as landmarks for the futnre, especially wherever
undermining seemed to be going on rapidly and the solidity of

the ground was doubtful. By this means it would be easy to

ascertain the changes which might take place.

They did advance, however, and at three o'clock in the after-

noon they were only three miles from Walruses' Bay, and Hobson
called ]\Irs ]j;irnett's attention to the important changes which had
been effected by the rupture of the isthmus.

Formerly the south-western horizon was shut in by a long slightly
curved coast-line, formed by the shores of Liverpool Bay. Now a
sea-line bounded the view, the continent having disappeared.
Victoria Island ended in an abrupt angle where it had broken off,

and all felt sure that on turning round that angle the ocean would
be spread out before them, and that its waves would bathe the
whole of the southern side of the island, which was once the con-
necting-link between Walruses' Bay and Wadiburn Bay.

Mrs Barnett could not look at the -changed aspect of the scene
without emotion. She had expected it, and yet her heart beat
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almost audibly. Rho
which was .Jw \oi,'

Saz°'^/,^'-°«^, ^he sea for the missing continent,

sLa^r^; ux;:;nen::;;irrsr:;;r^
^^^-^^^^' -^ ^^ -^

rctth V'"Tf ""
^''"^'^'^''^ they a<lvanced,'and the ue ^c^>rth and sand l.ocaM.c thicker

; this of course 4s exphuned bytl fonnor proxinuty of this p.u, of the coast to tl,e trueC tiner^The tluckness of tl,e crust of ico and of the layer of earth at tho;.";o junction ..creasing, .as it probably did, Ly cent ye. J i"the long resistance of the isthmus, which m.thin. bu T,me ex raordmary convulsion could have overcome Such .1 T

At four o'clock P.M., the angle was readied. Walruses' Bavormed by aa an.lentation of the firm ground, had dis.MpeZd - thad remained behind with the continent.
'
^

' ^

" By my faith, madam
!
" exclaimed the 8er-caut '* it'^ In.l-,. f ^you we didn't call it Paulina Barnett Bay - " °

'
^^ ^"^

mo'iherf'or"^''"f
\'" ^"^^'

'; ^ ^'^ '' *^""^^ I '-^'^ -^ ""lucky god-motiier for newly-discovcred i.laces."
^ ^



CHAPTER lY.

A NIGHT ENCAMPMENT.

And so Hobson had not been mistaken about the point of

^'W rupture. It was the isthmus which had yielded in the
^^'^^^'^ sliot'k of the earthquake. Not a trace was to be seen of

the American continent, not a single cliir, even tlie volcano on the

west had disappeared. Nothing but the sea everywhere.

The island on this side ended in a cape, coming to an almost

sharp point, and it was evident that the substratum of ice, fretted by
the warmer waters of the current and exposed to all the fury of the

elements, must rapidly dissolve.

The explorers resumed their march, following the course of the

fracture, which ran from west to cast in an almost straight line.

Its edges were not jagged or broken, but clear cut, as if the division

had been made with a sharp instrument, and here and there the

conformation of the soil could bo easily examined. The banks

—

half ice, half sand and earth—rose some ten feet from the v/ater.

They were perfectly perpendicular, without the slightest slope, and
in some places there were traces of recent landslips. Sergeant

Long pointed to several small blocks of ice floating in the offing,

and rapidly melting, which had evidently been broken off from their

island. The action of the warm surf would, of course, soon eat

away the new coast-line, which time had not yet clothed with a
kind of cement of snow and sand, such as covered the rest of the
beach, and altogether the state of things was very far from re-

assiiring.

];>efore taking any rest, Mrs Barnett, Ilobson, and Long, were
anxious to finish their examination of the southern edge of the
island. There would be plenty of daylight, for the sun would not
set until eleven o'clock p.m. The briliant orb of day was slowly
advancing along the western horizon, and its oblique rays cast

1oni shadows of themselves before the explorers, who conversed at
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intervals after long silent pauses, during which they gazed at the
sea and thouglit of the dark future before them.

Hobson intended to encamp for the night at Washburn JlayWhen there cgliteen miles would have been traversed, and if he
v-ere not mistaken half his circular journey would be accomplisbe.l
After a few hours' repose he meant to return to Fort Ifope alon^.
tlie western coast. -^

"^uug

No fresh incident marked the exploration of the short distancebetween Walruses' I'.ay ami Washburn Bay, and at seven o'clo k nthe evening the spot chosen for the encampment was reached A.similar change had taken place here. Of Washburn ]]ay, nothing
remained but the curve formed by the coast-lino of the inland and^vhich was once its northern boundary. It stretched away wi;houta break for seven mdes to the cape they had nanie<l Cape Mieh.a
lias side of the island did not appear to have suffered at al uconsequence of the rupture. The thickets of pine and birch, masseda httle behind the cape, were in their fullest beauty at this time of

^xlTlir
'"'"'"^ ^'"'''"^ ''"""'^' ''"' '^'^'i^^^ti-'S themselves

A halt was made at Washburn Bay, and the explorers were ableto enjoy an extended view on the south, although they could not
see any great distance on the north. The sun was so low on the

ve t and did not reach the little bay. It was^ not, however, yetmgit, nor could it be called twilight, as the snn had nat set.
Lieutenant," said Long, - if by some miracle a bell were nowto ring, what do you suppose it would mean?"

- That it was supper-tiine," replied llobson. " Don't you a^^reewith me, Mrs Barnett ?

"

^ ^
'' Indeed I do," replied the lady addressed, ''and as our cloth isspread for us, let us sit down. This moss, although slightly worn

AviU suit us admirably, and was evidently intended for us b^
1 rovidence." ^
The bag of provisions was opened

; some salt meat, a hare pate

The meal was quickiy over, and llobson returned to the south-
west angle of the island, whilst Mrs Barnett rested at the foot ofu low hr tree, and Sergeant Long made ready the night quarters

Ihe Lieutenant was anxious to examine the pioJe of ice which
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formed the island, to ascertain, if possible, something of its structii^A little bank produced by a landslip, enabled him to step down to
e vel of he sea, and from there he was able to look closely at

.
c ly three feet above the water. The upper part consisted of at^ layer earth and sand mixed with crushed shells; and theouer of hard compact, and, if we may so express it, " metlllic "

icestrong enough to support the upper soil of the i.land.
Ihis layer of ice was not more than one foot above the sea- levelIn consequence of the recent fracture, it was easy to see the re^lt

c'ilTrttr '""^ '' '^'''''''^ ''^''^ '' comparatively

We know that freezing commences on the surface of liquids andas the cold xncreases, the thickness of the crust becomes gSS thesolKhfica zon proceeding from the top downwards. Tha?at eas ithe case in waters that are at rest ; it has, however, been obLrtdthat he very reverse is the case in running waters-the ice formin-^at the bottom, and subsequently rising to the surface
It was evident then, that the floe which formed the foundation

o tle T^'^'a
"' '"^^ '"^"^' "^ calm waters on the shoresot the North American continent. The freezing had evidentlycommenced on the surface, and the thaw would beghi at the bottonf

accordingto a well-known law; so that the ice-fiefi would gradual y

thS^whir-f'
" '' '"'-^"^ ''''''''

'y ^^-—- -ters

This was the great danger.
As we have just stated, Hcibson noticed that the solid ice, the ice-field proper y so called, was only about one foot above the sea-leveT-We know ^lat four-fifths of a floating mass of ice ai. alwa^ sutmerged. For one foot of an iceberg or ice-field above tho'w'erthere are four below it. It must, however, be remarked that le

according to its mode of formation or origin. The ice-masses whichproceed from sea water, porous, opaque, and tinged with bin orgreen, according as they are struck by the rays of the sun nrehg^ter than ice formed from fresh watJr. All 'things Is- L!and making due allowance for the weight of the minerd -.nd'
vegetable layer above the ice, Hobson concluded it to b" it foui

N
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or five feet thick below the son Ipv^I ti, j-a- . , ,

affcc tho upper ,0,1, .„d it ,„igl.t rcascab y be supp,,?/ Ut2wandon,,,. .land was not innnersod „„re tl.an five fei

wou,d not the slightest ^^JtJt::;^JS^,^:;^
ot a -ongh sea or a gale of wind cause a dislocation of le ice fie d

its bitterX 'wLid'^', ':,f;
.^l;eedy arrival of the winter, with

cov^ri»™ ^f""!, t'"
"'" ''»"">g-l'l'«=« ""le cheer d by his dis-

.ar:\^dtZe1rs^f-i;^t;rd:r^t^^^^^^^^^

wou,d''heprotecteitrt:t,d"n;;'tair^"""-''"''" '"'"^ '"'^

.0 do'llL'l^lfal'r
"'"''^'' "^ -"' ' -"""=" '^ ^- '"-

Hobson approved, but advised the Sergeant not to di» too deeolvas the ice was not more than five feet thick
' " '

,„d ,
"", '° T*' ""'"'' ""= »''• of !>« i'atchet and ice-chisel he

foresee well f.. a restlng^tllg^- ^rn l^
^^ '"-

not disf'uise from her tlnf tl,o »^ ^ x- / licirnett. He did

deredhlnrveryle
y He fe 'ir^^: ^T"^ ''''"' '™-

would lead to the „,Li„g of'ti » hfs„ teTeflt
'"

4 y-.,o.„.t,.etop,.Tenuhem. The wandering island might
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i' -uia b„ bo,tr^c m':; rr:; „ „ f
«
j"^"f

"'-•^"'". '"ut

"Laro .!,„ Luc cl.'anca,
° "" '"'' "''" ""'J' ""fc'l't "U

furtlin^ri^r"""''
'""" " -""" '- ™™ «'- erio,

Mrs JJamctt started to licr foot and t„.tl, i., t ,

dirocti,,,,, b„t „„tlu„s wa, t„ bo l"
'°'''"'' '•""'"' '" "•«''

llio ones worn now .edouljo,], and Ilobson cxclaimcd-riie Sergeant ! tlie Sergeant i

"

«™lmoa—

Lot::?"^^^ !;"'""• "^ "*«' '-v-d^ the burrow, an.l

!.e bad atuck in tl,e w^ f ' 'r' ;:"'"' "' "' ''•""''. -Wcl.

with the most perfeetsdf.oioS,::'''
'''""' '"'""^' "'"""'«''

His head and arms alone were visiblo Win-i.f i v •

"":rnn:;-r"'''^^-""---^Ss
Hobson merely s:iid

" Keep hold 1
"

h„lt'"^TlTr"°
!!'"'"='' "'" P'^'^S"' ^^ ™» »o„ at the cd^e of the

fl hi:;:ri;;,^sr.
'""''

"" '-•"' -^ "^ ---°--d

hapiSr'"''
^"°'"""" ^""'"'"^J '^'" l^arnett; "what has

•^ltm:s;hX°gav:"t;"^" '""^°" '"^^ ^ «» »p-»'.
bath,"

^'^ "^ "'"'" "«. •"'d I took a compulsor;

saidIZ^T """' ' '"" """ ""'™' -' ^'S« '00 deeply, then,"

^fi^Z:i:^ atd :;'"'""="',«''-" ™"- »' ^"^ «e
;

ice did not touch fc wat uT" "'^"l!
""^ worki„g_th.'

"riling. If I hadn't beln able to hT
'"'' ,'*" «""= "'""S" ^

have slipped under the 2nd L . f"?
°'\

''f
">' ''"'f^' ^ ^'"'"M

a pity, wouldn't it, madam" » '
"'"^ """ """•" ^"o b'en

his'hir'
'"" ''"'*' "^ '^''"'^ ''="'"''' »-d Jfo Bamett, pressing

I
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Loii^'rt cxpl.iiiatio

..f v„„u a..,.v„ .,,0 „.„, ,u,., „f oo„.„ it I:: , ;'^;'
IL';';;«.i^l,t „1 the ,Serj;„„„t and tlio l,l„w, .,t l,i, diitl

Ti,o ».,„„ ti,i„s ,„isi,t i,„|,,,„„ i„ „ii„,, „f ;,was a„jtl,.„K l,„t roa»»,„i,«, W|,„f„ „,„|,| tlu.y bo ccr
",

l...rf.otata„y,„i„„tc.? Wl.at ),oa,t, l.owovor bravo ,^, M navo .,,,„k at to thought „f tho tUu ,.artitio„ bot^Ju ^ dthe uwtul gulf ot tho ocean ?

^

K.uly t„ bogin immug iu sumo <,thor place. This Mis WxvJ^,

e shcltcM of tho coppice near wouUl be protection enoudi ior thenuU and feorgeant Long was obliged to submit.
"

lie camp ^^as. therefore, niove.l baclc some thirty yards from thob ch, to a r.su.g ground on which grew a few clumi s o p nsltw lows wluch could scarcely be called a wood. ^
Toua Is toeock he disc of the sun began to dip beh.w the h >r o an

^:f:?d .: birr' ^^s^.^^^
'--''^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^^lue ot (load biauohoa was blazing at tlio cami.

Lo.ig had now a ti„o oppoitunity of drying Ida Ic-, of whicli hoRlad y avadod l.i„,solf. Ho and II„b»o„'taLd t„go;i,"r I™ .]'
.mtd twjhght ,ot i„, an,l Mrs Barnott occasionally joiroirtlo

iJcuttnant. Iho sky was bright with stars, and tho holy inllucnceof tho night c„„K. not fail to calii, his troubled siirit/'^T wi ,dnmrniurod so tly amongst the ,,ines
; even tho soi a,,,ear t bowia ,t in slumber its bosom slightly heaving with the swell which

was hushed not even tho wail of a sea-bird br<.ko upon tlio ear thecnsp crackling of the dead branches was exchanged f. a" t;>lvme and not ing but tho voices of the wundererl broke th sub'lane, tlie awful silence of the ni<-ht

"tf rtiesrlw ""'"• ^' '•-•'"y «n»i'« >.. 'Effort to realist
16, lor tne sea which is carrvinf us alon.r it, ito f ,f..i

to be absolutely motionless f"
' ^ '^ ^''''^' ''^'^''''''

^ere solid, if I did not know that sooner or later the keei of oSr

M
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iQ-

l|||«t>vmi. ,„i„i„rtl,at ,om„ day it, ,„„l will l,„r»t open. „„a

^ uvv.iy.
18 ,t 2U)tliko a balloon voya-'o in tlieair? Wi ,

ivh„,.., „„'„„ daj^ t : wi 1 ir'i
™ "\ '"',".'"'"*'' s""'™^

... all over tl,e „1 ,bo ! T , TJwi , ,
!',

'
"'""'' "'" '"">'

actio,, of ti,„ „;v™, they ria" ;',:;:
r;:..;rfr""°

""''°

"...> l-i,a,,. with a favourable wi,.d ;= mil b "lirT'','"'l„ia,i» of i„i„ic,iso sails ' WI, it ,„.,„„.. . *" * '"'' ''>

.spread bc.fo,c the ovc, f tlo
'

•

" vcs-otat.on would be

with tl,e current,, it „,H t be ,"
, bl

'

'o

'
'•

""" ""'""""'''

Jlob».„ could „ot 1,..1|, ,;„in„g „t J, Barnetfs fmele, Tl

!;r::T;:;ri;::%:;:ii7,i:,T''-r^f^^^^^^^^^^
ri«l,tf It would have bee, a „ ; , :rL frf ""
tl,e,e bad bee,, „„ danger of l]„„7/

"' travelhug if

-vallowed ,„, by the ,!o:.

'"'°^""" ""'""S »d W"*!

Jhik t'ey'x:akS:r\::;° :b
"'""?, *'". - '-- '°""- ^'

The warmth Ld .^t tdVef e,l, d'th™ I Tr""
*''"' '""'•

jouruey at about si:, o'clock Tm ' "'^ "'"^ '''"'""''' ""•

an a;:,it'i:i!;;:';i:j ;:,:';;::™" ''™'
fr"" "-^ --'- '»

There was,,o.hi„g wt ^ f'::^!,;;^^^'",''-' ^'-^ «>"-
pretty even all theway, and em«u' 1, Ve ff

'°? "°'" '"" ""''

Muce the breaking of the istbm!^ r ""t
"" """""<>»

Lieutenant, .nade ^eneh-Jarkfl^^ ^^Jll^'T '"t"'"change might be easily noted
' ^ '"''"''

daj. and .Mr. Earnett wa, also eager to returu to her friends It
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An, ^ ^''"° ''^^^e"<^ from the fort

Port Barnetrf^^Ve :J:rw,-„T°'''°'"
"'"°'' '"™"'^ O™'-"^

their return to tL falr^T'
°' °°'''°'"' '°'"^^ "^'»'-<'



imaiid-

it they

itected

Hope,

coMed
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CHAPTER V.

JTROM JULY 2STH TO AUGUST 20m,

OESON'S first care on his return fn fT,n r .

,; v, W inquiries of Thomas vZT ? \
''' ^^^ *^ "^'"^^^^

'm^ little coIor.y No el ,n , T '," '^^' '^*"'^"«" ^^ ^^^^

twenty-four hours L fs snK
^ f *'^''" ^^'"^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ l««t

floateJono decree '^:^^^:^:j^Z^:':-^' '^^
Its motion towards the west. It wa nowt .1

' '^^ '''"^''^^

the equator as Icy Cane a ,jir
"'^ ^* *^^« «^'"« distance from

and two hundred l^ol^1^:^:::^^ T'''' t't"^^current seemed to be less here than Tn T ? '^'''^ "^ '^'^

Arctic Ocean: but the islldT . .
'' ''''*"^" ^'^'^ «f the

Hobson's ann ya e towtl the r^f.'rf
''^"^^' ''^"^' "^^^^ ^^^

now only the 24th Jul and . t ^/^""^ ^'^''^^^- ^' -^^
carry it Lanothernonti';:rt;\"r ^^'/T^^^

^^^^^^ ^^^^
wa..3 of the Pacific, wheLllTofld"^^^^ ^ '^"^'
a glass of water." ^^ ^ ^""^P "^ sugar in

of ":£;::" sZ^'lstv"?,"" "™" -^ '-^ -"--'"n
of e»rth and ice a the n'^1 2 ,

"™"S™™' "f the laye«

toM he. that r JtLCrjr frwir 'fT
""^

estimated at five feet • rel.teH ,1 •,,
'"' "^a-kvel was

short, she made he7f,',;„ delta r^Lf:!
'°
'r""' ^""S-'"

the breaking „p „, 3i„k,^,„ ofSet-Md °" '""^ "''^ '° ^'^

a fln„:t, :i:tt3^tt7er i:„:f'°" ^"-^ '-«
^

the brave fellows that vll, T °°™'™'' '" ""y of

"byss,a„dtha e ves „t , to'LTt t™""^
"'°™ °" ''>*"

were in good health le we.t
'"''"'"'•""» """i "' 'l«ngor. All

and bracin.. Th: tZtVT '
''" "^"'''''' •''™"''"'

I.egi.uungt;t„ddeab;tfbet "V"",'
°"«""-f'>"y; he was

CV,rp„rar Jnliire ';, 't^ ;::; ;
'1""- -" "- palisade

; and

begi.n,ing to teach hin, ,
.'"''f'™'''^

'™<' "^ ''im, was alreadyhim to hold a gun, and to understand the first

I
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duties of a soldier. Oh, if Mrs JulifTe would but present him withKucli a son
! but, alas ! the blessin- of childro,, J,, i , ,

'

wife prayed every day, was as yct^lfnitd to^^ll?
"'^^''^ ^"^ ^^

Meanwliile the soldiers had plenty to do
Mac-Xab and bis men—Petersen, Belcher G-irrv P i .Hope worked zealously at the construction 'f .Zt .'^dtfficTlttask, hkely to occupy them for several n.onth int t Tvesspl wnnlrl v.fl ^t .,

""^iiLiis. jjut as their

aon ,ct tl„„g, g„ „„ a, jf t,,, f„j„^^ „, ^
facto vwe'tt

!hT "'Jf
'""" ""' ""™ <"-'«"' i^y ti,o officeriTi ;..trand Mr, ]W,,ctt and Madge differed fron, their Ohio „ the tbjoct. Thoy tl>o„gl,t ,t ,voula be better to teli the whole tru h tl,'.non were brave and energetic, not liiceiy to yield to ,1

'
Ithe shock would not be ..rent f thev r 1 7 '""' "'"^

only when their sitnati^rw
I >^ ^, t.tit Idr' lT'

"'

«aled. But in spite of the justice of ,1 r , ,1? ll 'T,"not yield, and he was supported by Sergealt L,.;^
' "

sTf"aIhey wore r.ght
;
they were both .aen of long experi^; a.dknew the temper of their men

l^^-ntnce, and

ceeded '"rtl Zf "J f»"»'™-S -^ rtrengthening .he fort pro-ceeilecl. Ihe palisaded er]ce]nte was repaired with „e>„ ..„i ,

i::^::;''"'';;:: rif';'''"'-'^^
''-"'-'"">• '•"-""

Ihc pahsade was now ooniDletelv fini^luxl .... i af a- i

°

Bering the sufferings of the ialt Sf^

'

;':t C«rid'''r''"

that there would be no need to ^o outside -it -.11 l\r fi
•

''^'.''"

-ce the fuel would always be rS.dy trLid.*' On t li:^ 'Tj,he house opposite the shed, MacNab constructed JaJ^l^-Jom for the soldiers, so that the camp-bed could be rem .it '"^ithe common room. This room was also to be used f< r megames, and work. The three m-irr" ' ^nn, i i i

^'

alicd oil, so that the large liouse was relieved of them as well as
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.>oLL"«,ft:,::'t:

«

"^ ""T"
'-- '"-' ™'y™ *» --^

for stores ,^ ^1, r.
l"'r'^«™»S^«i"e, leaving the loft fco

iron ::,« 1 ;; n r;, "n "'
'"^ '^"" "=' t»-"i -"

Its erection „„, ,,„t „ff „„,, „,^ neurit"
'"'"^

'
'"'

ground, with what delic,|,t would Le 1,7.
»^',' ^"''''"» "" «'"

and „,„gazines rising ^ „uTu, ''^^^'^''f
"'; ''"-«', xLecU,

crowning Capo Eatllrst rilr I do" ,t oTt': . 't-

"''?° "'

Hope with a sigh. The very nan.foT t J°fo ^ 't;:™ '' ^"^^,

made h,s heart sink within him • for sh,„,l,l Tt ^^ "°''''

called " Fort Despair !
"

' '' ""' """"= ""'y ^e

tin,?;:::r ^'r 0':°', ""^"^ -t'^
™'"™-' -" "-« -- -

Mae-Nab
, it . be :f "wr'tr ^'l

'"' '""''"'' •»'*">••

would n,„ke itlar»ee„„„»° toe r

'T" "''»''"'="-"t. "'"ch

l.undred miles in tl e fl, e s ason Th '»«"n»'^'<'"S-s several

and Sabine not to go hr
'

wJ t r
""'• ^'"""'''' """ -'t-'''-

buildings were c mpleted hT^? d T°- T '' '°''"'""' "'^' "'>'" "'»

rivals. The tr t w^
1

' , ^ T '"f '
'° •'"™' "'^ """ce of

fUcen plaee to bl iLJi^'d'"
"" "'" "'^•' '"^ «"»"«- -""1^ had

Ba?;i:nd'„.et:tn;;;::? " ?
"" "" "<"' ""^ ^ ^o *» Walmses.

reiJled ratherittt
"''''' "' '"°'"-"'' *" "^"'""S. -^ Hobson

"No, Jtarbre
; it would be uscles.s."

riie Lieutenant Itnew only too well that V ,l.„ t>
hundred miles away, and that therr«re LV ; "s'o^i "T]""tlie island.

"^^"^^ *'^ '^'^ nunted on

destru:! u^rT'o ?.""' "*^:" ™"^'"^"^ "= »"-'">
L,.,K- tint he L ."" °""> assured Mrs Barnetl. Mad.™. ,„„1

= -lut he «.» eonvmc.d the island would hold together until the
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r.un,<l, f,„„, ,vl,icl, i„ ,Z^^T Tr "'"" f""J' '""^•»

1>K»- say tliat A'ictoria Island ivi r M ,

^ 7°^ ''""'parison, ,v„

^MZMV::z:Tr' '" ^"'""- "'•^' -> fl,.„tin. ic„.

ob„ervati„ns„f l;;;';- „ It;: "l''"' ,'7
-""'"""« >- "^ 'He

"let will, ice-lidds in the vTr\. ^' ,""'^'' "'"' ^'''"'^l"' ''»<!

«»r ..road. Captain itnt;" „ Lir,, ^Tl^f
'""" '''"'" ^

liieasnnng at least tliroe hnn.lmj ! " "" "°'=-''«''l

Victoria Island c„„.,,arod to it i
' '" "'''"' "'"• ^'''=" >™

Hobson ,v„„,d not .^ , , , , ?o"
' ";?" !':" ?'<> ""^'"- -' '"•

from tl,„ knowledge tl.at t
"

, , t
' "

i
'^ '"""'' ""'^" »"-

dangers ninst eventnaily be sw,l oLJ u f"™"'
»""«!•=». •"a

no wonder that he cou d tdlnl if
"^ ^^ "" ''™''' '•""• i' "•«

going on.
'''• "° """"'' "' tbe works that were

Mrs Barnett ko,,t np a good heart thron^h it ill • sl,„her comrades n their worlr ,„j t ,

°
'
""" ""cmirageij

^tili a fntnre to !„,* r*;,d to S
'"? '" "' "^" ^''^ '"«'

JolifTe took in her nlant,
'1

• /f""« "''•" ••"' """=^1 Mrs
There "asnowaI, t^ '.

'

...C,™
."^ "-T "»y "> 'Le garden.

Corporal's onwe.arying e 'e ,™ t ' Z T.Y?:"'~"™'^' '" "'<

"l.ich eongreg.ated byl.undrl
'' ^^ '"'"^ "^^^"^ '""J.

-wt;::r;;,;:^ ;';:j"t-tt'=- ^"f-;.-.ssf„, ,. there were
np on the milk of the no rer, Tl

" "' '"•'™ P--"-"^ '"""g>'t
i" the herd which gr.J d ^the f ? "T "'"" """° ""''> '""'d

"" «•>->. they feed°w,: d ^d rd i^ iri'l'''^
"' "'" ""-^-^

-.e„nhe„were„3^r:ir::'::^t[rrt::r-
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h:5r:*bette!:irs::fpr'v'"" """ -" ^"" '"'° "» '»p
tl.at a l,.rge bear wts In™ t^ ""'" ^' '"" ''= '<^'"cmbered

occurred 5us scaJ-n„rfofvIor "J
',^,"' "°"''"8 "^ "^ '<"'J

«- »..lted and laid by Trtoie ,' T f ™'f^'' "'"'^° «"«''

" I have just i)aid mj- daily visit tn tl,» j" Well, Marbre, I I,„,,„ I^T """''cor-trap, sir."

Jerterday.andhaUca
! tf ounir,,, ' T "'""^^^'"' '"""^ ••"

"No, sir, „„," replied Marhr?.
'°""'""'' "''"«<' ""kson.

" Vcmr trap I'.as , „ yl^ ' ^ '' ^""^ ombarrassu.ent.

" No, sir • ,„d if
ord.Jiary contingent tlien ?

"

an'lSrretpresstt
""^ ^'™'™''"'' '°*ng at the hunter with

"t'ha'',S f^iu'S!"'"' '"*"« ""'""-'^ "' ^- -Perior
;

portite Liit"*::'how\:r "> ^ """ "'" '"''^"-^ - ™-
ice , its wails hav'e nfe d liTh 'to h^. Zu^

"""' '"'""™' ™' '"

"Beg pardon f,.n i„t„ !•
"^ "'" *""' ""d Uien "

«ter otnLttve'be
' Xlbfth ^''^^ '''"''' "''"' "-

" Why not, Marbre !» ^ "'" ""'""S "^ '»•"

to-r;:[jrNow fhi:17*' ^^ ™-'' - '-'" -p'».c^
Master of hin.self as h v s Hoi,'

°"'
'"', f

'"" '

"

conutenaneo slightly and he n i ,

"""" "°' ''='P "'""'gi""

" Besides," a5ded'Ztl "u
""'

""T' "" '''

see how deep the water ,vas and tn ,

'""'"' ""> '''"'c'l to
I could not fi„d the bott„„; » °

"'^ *'™''" ^'1'"^''' I ™ tell you,

woidr/it^t::" Srfet::Ar^i:''''^^ ^^ •"""« -
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Marl.ro toucl.o.l I.is cap respectfully, a,..l tun.e.l n„ ],is Led, butnot hfforo lie Imd ^^vcu lii.s diief a searclii„<r .I^noo
Hoksun roumincd very thougl.tfnl f.,r a IV,; nuunent.. Marbro's

1
ngs wore c.f ,.ave nnpnrtauce. Jt was ovident that tl.o bot a

glv!!^;';: '

'"'""^ ""'^"^ '^ ''" ^^^"" -'^'-« ^'^ the «oa, had

Ilobso.. at ,.nce called the S.r^jeant, and havi„. acouaintedJnn. with the n.cider.t, they went together, nnnctieed by t 'ir ,

" Ue arc sinking gradually," munnured Sergeant Lon.^ -Theice IS wearing away." ° '^

''Oh f(.r the winter
! the winter ! » cried H^bson, stamping hisioot ui)()n the ground.

=t."ii|.iii^ ms

so son. rie hennonioter maintained a mean height of ,0.9° Fahren-h t, and during the few hours of the night the column of melyscarcely wei t down tliree degrees.
"lucury

Pioparations for the approaching winter went on apace, and therew.as really nothing wanting to Fort Hope, although i had ,i be ,one ualled by Captain Craventy's detachment. The long u Jhe Arctic night might be awaited in perfect security. Th resV ore of course carefully husbanded. There still remained i^enty oHprits only small cpiantities having been consumed ; and t e fwan good stock of biscuits, which, once gone, cor.ld not be re, ac dFresh venison and salt meat were to be had in abundan e
'

Jwith some antKscoilnitic vegetables, the diet was most healtly
'

Iall the members of the little colony were well
^ '

A good deal of timber was cut in the wo(,ds clothin<^ the eastern.slopes o Lake Barnett. Many were the birch-trees, piL a^ fi"vluch ell beneath the axe of Mac-Nab, and were dra.^e'd o tieHHi-se by the tamed reindeer. The carpenter di.l nor are tie
1
ttle orest dt ough he cut his wood judiciously; for 1 e ,ev

1 and to be a peninsula, and knowing the districts near CaneMichael to be rich in diflerent species of trees
^

tonnn?' \
*""' '^^'^ '^'' ""conscious carpenter congratulate his Lieu-tenant on havin"'cho<?pn n ei%/^+ -.- <• ^ - -,r

-ljii-u

.
i-avin^ cnoscn a spot su favoured by Heaven. Woods, game,
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furred animals, a lagoon teemiiii,' with fisli, plenty of hurbs for tho
iinimals, ami, as Corporal Jolitfo would have added, double pay for
the men. Was not Cape Bathurst a comer of a privlle<,'ed land, tho
like of which was not to bo found in the whole Arctic regions ]

Tndy Hobson was a favourite of Heaven, and ought to return tlxanks
to rrovidcncn every day for the discovery of this unique spot.

Ah, Mac-Nab, you little knew how you wrung tho heart of your
master when you talked in that strain !

Tho manufacture of winter garments was not neglected in the
factory. Mrs ]]arnett, Madge, Mrs Mac-Nab, Mrs Ilae, and Mrs
Joliffo—when she could leave her fires—were alike indefatigable.
Mrs JJarnett knew that they would all have to leave tho fort in the
depth of winter, and was determined that every one should bo
warndy clothed. They would have to face tho bitterest cold for a
good many days during tho Polar night, if Victoria Island ahould
halt far from tho continent. Boots and clothes ought indeed to be
strong and well made, for crossing some hundreds of miles under
such circumstances. Mrs Barnett and Madge devoted all their ener-
gies to the matter in hand, and the furs, which they knew it would
be impossible to save, were turned to good account. They wero
used double, so that the soft hair was both inside and outside of tho
ch)the3

;
and when wearing them, tho whole party would be as richly

attired as the grandest princesses, or the most wealthy ladies. Those
not in the secret were rather surprised at tho free use made of the
Company's property; but I lobson's authority was not to be questioned,
and really martens, polecats, musk-rats, beavers, and foxes multi-
plied with such rapidity near the fort, that all the furs used could
easily be replaced by a few shots, or the setting of a few tra^^s

;
and when LIrs Mac-Nab saw tho beautiful ermine coat which had'
been made for her baby, her delight was unbounded, and she no
longer wondered at anything.

So passed the days until the middle of the month of August. The
weather continued fine, and any mists which gathered on the horizon
were quickly dispersed by the sunbeams.

Every day Hobson took the bearings, taking care, however, to go
some distance from the fort, that suspicions might not be aroused

;

and he also visited different parts of the island, and was reassured
by finding that no important changes appeared to be taking place.
On the IGth August Victoria Island was situated in 1G7° 27'

and 70= 49' north latitude. It had, therefore,
Vt'est longitucie,



206 THE FUR COUNTRY.

drifted slightly to the south, but without getting any nearer to theAmerican coast, which curved considerably
The distance traversed by the island since the fracture of tli.isthmus, or rather smce the last thaw, could not be less than eev „or twelve hundred miles to the west.
But what was this distance compared to the vast evtpnf c^ ,v

ocean Had not boats been known'to be driftedTeter ^of miles by currents? Was not this the case with the En. SislResolute^ the American brig Advance, and with the Fo. a of withwere earned along upon ice-fields ,mfii ti. • /
advance !

^ ''''"^^^ arrested their

-! %
— (,,

,



CHAPTER VI.

TEN DA YS OF TEMPEST,

^ROM the 17tli to the 20th August the weather continued
fine, and the temperature moderate. The mists on the
horizon were not resolved into clouds, and altogether the

weather was exceptionally beautiful for such an elevated position.

It will be readily understood, however, that Hobson could take no
pleasure in the fineness of the climate.

On the 21st August, uowever, the barometer gave notice of an
approaching change. The column of mercury suddenly fell con-
siderably, the sun was completely hidden at the moment of culmina-
tion, and Hobson was unable to take his bearings.

The next day the wind changed and blew strongly from the
north-west, torrents of rain falling at intervals. Meanwhile, how-
ever, the tempeiature did not change to any sensible extent, the
thermometer remaining at 54° Fahrenheit.

Fortunately the proposed works were now all finished, and Mac-
Nab had completed the carcass of his boat, which was planked and
ribbed. Hunting might now be neglected a little, as the stores

were complete, which was fortunate, for the weather became very
bad. The wind was high, the rain incessant, and thick fogs rendered
it impossible to go beyond the enceinte of the fort.

" What do you think of this change in the weather, Lieutenant ?

"

inquired Mrs Barnett on the morning of the 27th August; "might
it not be in our favour ?

"

" I should not like to be sure of it, madam," replied Tlobson

;

" but anything is better for us than the magnificent weather we
have lately had, during which the sun made the waters warmer and
warmer. Then, too, the wind from the north-west is so very strong
that it may perhaps drive us nearer to the American continent."

" Unfortunately," observed Long, " we can't take our bearings
every day now. It 's impossible to see either sun, moon, or stars

Fancy attempting to take au aititude now !

"

in this fos
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"We sl.all see well cough to reco-niso America, if wo ffet nnv-whero near .t," said Mrs Barnett. " Whatever land we apprLh wHI
l.e wc come It will most likely be some part of lluss an America—I)robabJy Wosteru Alaska."

^"neuca

^C^yTl ^;°''*;"''^^^'""'" '^'^^ ^f<>l>«<>"; "for, unfortunately, inhe whole Arctic Ocean there is not an island, an islet, or eve. Ilock to which wc could fasten our vessel !

"

" Well/' rejoined Mrs P.arnett, - why should not our conveyance
take us straight to the coasts of Asia? Might not the currents

''No, madam no" replied Hobson ; "our ice-field would soonmeet the Ivan.tehatka current, and be carried by it to the north-
xvest It IS more likely, however, that this wind will drive ustowards the shores of Russian America."

" We must keep watch, then," said Mrs Barnett, "and ascertain
our position as soon as possible."

"We shall indeed keep watch," replied Hobson, "although this
fog IS very much against us. If we should be driven on to the coast,
the shock wi 1 be telt even if we cannot see. Let 's hope the island
vill no fall to pieces in this storm ! That is at present om-
principal danger. Well, when it comes we shall see what there ia
to be done, and meanwhile we must wait patiently."
Of course this conversation was not held in 'the public room

where the soldiers and women worked together. It was in herown room, with the window looking out on the court, that Mrs
Barnett received visitors. It was almost impossible to see indoors
even in the daytime, and the wind could be heard rushing by out-
side like an avalanche. Fortunately, Capo Bathurst protected the
house from the north-east winds, but the .sand and earth from itssummit were hurled down upon the roof with a noise like the
pattenngof hail Mac-Nab began to feel fresh uneasiness about
las cluiH.oys, which it was absolutely necessary to keep in good
order. With the roaring of the wind was mingled that of the sea
asitshu.e waves broke upon the beach. The storm had become
a hurricane.

In spite of the fury of the gale, Hobson determined on the
morning of the 28th of August to climb to the summit of Cape
Bathurst, in order to examine the state of the horizon, the se.a, and
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Hobson reniiiined croucliing," kc.-Paoe 20!).
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the sky. He therefore wrapped himself up, taking care to have
nothing about him likely to give hold the wind, and set out.
He got to the foot of the cape without much dimuulty The sand

and earth blinded him, it is true, but protected by the cliiF he had
not as yet actually faced the wind. The fatigue began when he
attempted to climb the almost peri)endicular sides of the promon-
tory

;
but by clutching at the tufts of herbs with which they were

covered, he managed to get to the top, but there the fury of the gale
was such that he could neither remain standing nor seated ; he was
therefore forced to fling himself upon his face behind the little cop-
pice and cling to some shrubs, only raising his head and shoulders
above the ground.

TJie appearance of sea and sky was indeed terrible. The spray
dashed over the Lieutenant's head, and half-a-mile from the cape
water and clouds were confounded together in a thick mist. Low
jagged rain- clouds were chased along the lieavens with giddy
rapidity, and heavy masses of vapour were piled upon the zenith.
Ever_y now and then an awful stillness fell upon the land, and the
only sounds, were the breaking of the surf upon the beach and the
roarhig of the angry billows ; but then the temi)est recommenced
with redoubled fury, and Hobson felt the cape tremble to its founda-
tions. Sometimes the rain poured down with such violence that it
resembled grape-shot.

It was nideed a terrible hurricane from the very worst quarter of
the heavens. This north-east wind might blow for a long time and
cause all manner of havoc. Yet Ilobson, who would generally have
grieved over the destruction around him, did not complain,—on the
contrary, he rejoiced; for if, as he hoped, the island held together, it
must be driven to the south-west by this wind, so mudi more
pi^werful than the currents. And the south-west meant land—hope
•—safety

! Yes, for his own sake, and for that of all with him, he
hoped that the hurricane would last until it had flung them upon'the
land, no matter where. That which would have been fatal to a ship
was the best thing that could happen to the floating island.

For a quarter of an hour Hobson remained crouching upon the
ground, clutching at the shrubs like a drowning man" at a spar,
lashed by the wind, drenched by the rain and the spray, struggling
to estimate all the chances of safety the storm might afford^ him.
At the end of that time he let liimself slide down the cape, uiid
fought his way to Fort Hope.



210 THE FUR COUNTRY.

m\.

Hobson s first care was to tell his comrades that the hurricane wasnot yet at its height and that it wouhl probably last a long time
yet He announced these tidiugs with the manner of one brin<^in^good news and every one looked at him in astonisliment. Their clic^

o'' TXlT^^t""
''^' ' '^^''Sht in the fury of the elen.ents.On the 30th Hobson again braved the tempest, not this timechmbing the cape, but going down to the beach. What was hisjoy at noticmg some long weeds floating on the top of the waves, of

Oohlnt r • ^:
""' ^'"" ''' ^'''''^' I«l-^d- Christopher

Columbus' ch3hght was not greater when he saw the sea-weed v uch
told him of the proximity of land.

The Lieutenant hurried back to the fort, and told Mrs Barnettand Sergeant Long of his discovery. He had a good mind to tell

hirsilent.
*'""^ "'"' ^"' ' strange presentiment kept

The occupants of the fort had plenty to amuse them in the lone
days of compulsory confinenient. They went on improving themside of the various buildings, and dug trenches in the court tocarry away the ram-water. Mac-Xab, a hammer in one hand and anail m the other, wa

; always busy at a job in some corner or another
and nobody took much note of the tempest outside in the daytime

'

but. at night It was impossible to sleep, the wind beat upon thebuddings hke a battermg-ram
; between the house and the cape some-

tunes whirled a huge waterspout of extraordinary dimensions
; theplanks cracked, he beams seemed about to separate, and there wasdanger of the whole structure tumbling down. xALac-Nab and hismen lived lira state of perpetual dread, and had to be continually

on tne watch. "^

Meanwhile, Hobson was uneasy about the stability of the island
Itself, ratlier than that of the house upon it. The tempestbecame so violent, and the sea so rough, tluit there was really adanger of the dislocation of the ice-field. It seemed in.possible for

to resis much longer, diminished as it was in thickness andsubjoo to the perpetual action of the waves. It is true tl.at its
inhabitants did not feel any motion, on account of its vast extentbut It suflered from it none the loss. The point at issue wassimply :-A^ ould the island last until it was flung up.m the coast
or would It fall to pieces before it touched firm ground ^

There could be no doubt that thus far it had resisted. As the
Lieutenant e.-q/uuned to Mrs Barnett, had it already been broken,

^4.
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had the ice-field ah-eady divided into a number of islets, the occu.
pants of the fort must have noticed it, fur the different pieces wouldhave been smah enough to be affected by the motion of the sea, and
the people on any one of tliem would have been pitched about like
passengers on a boat. This was not the case, and in his daily
observations Lieutenant Hobson had noticed no movement what-
ever, not so much as a trembling of the island, which appeared
as firm and motionless as when it was still connected by itsisthmus with the mainland.

^

But the breaking up, which had not yet taken place, mighthappen at any minute.
-f

>
oui-

Ilobson was most anxious to ascertain whether Victoria Island
driven b- the north-west wind out of the current, had approached'
thecont: cut. Everything, in fact, depended upon this, which was
their last chance of safety. But without sun, moon, or stars
instruments were of course useless, as no observations could be
taken and the exact position of the island could not bo deter-mmed. If, then, they were approaching the land, they would onlyknow It when the land came in sight, and Hobson's only means of
ascertaining anything in time to be of any service, was to get to
the south of his dangerous dominions. The position of Victoria
Is and with regard to the cardinal points had not sensibly altered
all the time. Cape Bathurst still pointed to the north, as it didwhen It was the advanced post of North America. It was, there-
fore, evident that if Victoria Island should come alongside of the
continent, it would touch it with its southern side,-th; communi-
cation would, in a word, be re-established by means of the broken
isthmus

;
It was, therefore, imperative to ascertain what was goin-on in that directioji. ^ °

Hobson determined to go to Cape Michael, however terrible thestorm might be, but he meant to keep the real motive of his
reconnaissance a secret from his companions. Sergeant Lon. wasto accompany him. °

the'^Sertfr* 'i'-"'
'•'"' '" '^' ^^'' ^"S"st, Hobson sent for

an etSfti::'^^
°'" "^"' ^''^^ ^'^^ -^'^^ '™Se together for

'J

Sergeant Long," he began, " it is necessary that we should

coiiMnent."
"' '' ^ ^'^"' ^""'" '' ''''' '' '^^' ^^^^^^'^<^^^
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isir,,""'
" "'"' "'""''""^ °'" S™= ''°"" '" "'^ '""tt of the

" I am ready, sir."

" I know Sergeant, that you are always ready to do your dutv •

be able to ]et our comrades, know if any land is in «,Vl,f a

•' We ^^if! I h'

.^'™"^"'^"'' J-' -1"=" you tl.inlc best-

has g^e to W" """"° "' """ """"-'- "''^" "-^'"""^ ^>-

" Yes, they would all want to come with im "
.jni.l T « j

«n J^eep the knowledge of our ...ful situation from, thei unli, Ihe

" It is agreed then, sir ?
"

Tou' lo'that^ w!
""^^

'"^T
' *^"^''-^"^ ""^ ^°"« touchwoodi with

3
0U so that we can make a signal if necessary_if land is in si^htm the south, for instance " ° *

" Yes, sir."

1' wf ff ^''"'^^
"" '^"°^^ J""^"«y' Sergeant."

^^^^I dont think I shall tell her. She woald want to go with

moment '

"

"'•' '"^ increasing at this

'No," said Hobson, " courageous as she is she could not .1ought not to accompany u. But o„ second tlu;ughtsTt i:^,Te\

and J^Crtt c™;'e\:"» !":"":' ""' '° '"°'' ""^"'"^' ^™ ''-'

'' At nine o'clock then, Sergeant "

" At nine o'clock."

' A fungus used as tiuder (Fohj^orom igniarius).
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2

1

3

And will, a mililary »:,l„to Ser.-oa„t L.,,5 retired

.chlo;' r'1:":'::;:;/,;:''";"
""" """? "" ^^'"'"" 0' ^-

au^LULc .iiiu tli.it her reiiiiuiiin<' would set lii^ luinrl nf t^

1.0 was tl,o cl,iof nrae,T.; ;'"'''"'"""
r- *' '°"'°""'" "'"

to th« safety „f al i'l !l i ,

' T"
""' '"' •"'"' •>"' "'^o'^'Ty

the Sc,,,.arhaa ton torrrr /'''' "'° ^'^'""""" -"'
winter set in.

^ '''° " """' f"™""»'ss.-'nco before the

1



CHAPTER vir.

^ FIRE AND A CRY.

[fFR L:outona.,t .a,ul tho Sergeant spent tl.e evening in the-•go roou. of tho fo.t, whoro all were assembled xc pthe astn>no,ner, who still rcMnainod shut np in his cTiIho nion Avere busv nvpr tli^;.. , • . ^ caoin.

..- .;.,, ..,, iz:^:~:^szir:^s.

table t; ^'n ,
' "uiofatigable iittle cavalier on the lar-oUb^ where he rolled about to his heart's content unt.l he In

Mrs Jiarnef wh T. ^ ''^ *'" ^^''''-'''^Se, where they foundWrs J rnett, who wished to press their hands once more.

^^

lill to-morrow," she said to tlie Lieutenant.
Yes replied Hobson, "to-morrow, madam, without fail

"
l^ut if you are delayed ?

"

';You must wait patiently for ns," replied the Lieutenant -for

coasts ot Aew Georgia, and then it would be desirable for me fn •

certain our position bv davH-lit Tn f.„ f

"^'^ '•'^>''' i'>i "le to as-

liours Tf 1,M„ ^ ° *' ''''' "''""y ^"^ '"^^^''^y forty-ei-ht

madam, and believo f1,.,f „. i m •
^'"-"^"o- ^t> "'«t patiently,

-,
anu ueiicvc that wc sliaii lucur no unnecessary ris^ "



A FIKE AXD A CSV.

" ll"t," added tho lady, " .„pp„«e 5.,,,, d„„.t „,( ^^ to morrow
»>iI.|««o you aro a«ay ,„„ro tl,a„ two day, ) »

""'

'Ml.c„ we «l,all not return at all," replied Ilobson si.nply

awaited her, 'feeling I'' illrLldt!,;,';;;;'""
""""' «''°™ »'"<">-'

Iho wind aiul niin were us violcnf iq ,.vf.r ti t • ,

Ms c„,„p i n wore in,pervi„„., t:::::..^^^^^:^
rullecl ,„ at tl,e waist, and tl,e hood co.npletely eoverin- t ,li 1 ,T „,.s proteeted tl.ey got along „t a rapid ,Le, tl ndt.;

Hobson did not mean to follow the cast, the windin,., of wl.iel,would ,ave tdcen Inn, a long way r,un,d, and have in , d, t i

i^ Cape Ba.„Lt to ^z^ci^:;::^^^
Hl-t cou,pas» ,v,th wind, to a,,eertain hi, bearing

. Ho o^ bvI...S moans to cross tl,e ten or eleven nnles between l,im and Il.f
':l^:^ twdigbt faded and gave plaee to the t,™ t^:!;

Bent almost double, with rounded shoulders and sh.opin. beads

p:^SLi^:,^^ir;:^^r;-£i^fi

rthed'a til "'°'' "' ''"'«'"' """ "'" '"^ -" >°I'°
'itaciiea tiie e.\i>lorers was nonverterJ infn i,»,v-i, n • ,1 - -uiivertea into iinpalpabie mist, so that
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expected to.

tbo^'ill"''r"
"'*''

'r''f
"'° '™"'""'" ^'^i''' "f ">e W00.1, whereto h,ll» ,l,,a,,pe„rod, ...a tl.ere were .either tree, nor risi,,., ^n, „d

„ d"f
""'" """= ""'' "-'" '"'^' "" ".voluntarilf hev

Michael. ' " '"""'""• ''''^^ "^'^ ^"" ^^ ""- from Cape

How irki:^::?:r '"' "-^ °^ "'" ^-""'^^ ^'^-^

,ve "l" ''T"?, "f
"'

''f'"""^
•'"' S'm-A^otr replied Long coolly, "andwe b.ve both been tliroi.gh that, and so forwards \"

I'orwards, my brave comrade!"
It was then ten o'cioek. The twilight was fading away dvin-, „

Thir™' .'•'„'r "'""" 'l"™-^"'"' by the wind and the .^i'

overit „nd then, drawing b.s ch)ak more closely around him 1,.
Pl.n,ged after the Sergeant across the nnpnsoeted plai"

'"""' '"'

At the first step, both were flnng violently to the gronnd bnt

bacLTe:^? ': ^"^rf^'-P- »"• '^^^ "> each othef "fi
amblLg ;r!,l.'°

'" "'" "''"""^ P'"^""'^' '^'^»'"-^ ""o " I'-d of

Miere was a kind of nwful grandeur in the storm t„ ,,1 • n
ne,therwas insensible. Jagged lasses of „

'st ,a n „ ed ifclouds swept along the ground. The loose eartii and s°ud w Lw „ ed ,„to the air and «ung down again like grap;̂ o d tips of Hobson and h,s companion were wet with salt spray althon hthe sea w.as two or three miles distant .it least
*

TJie tempest increased as the nieht advanced +Iip o,V nr, i *
.eemed to be absolutely confounded" together a'dWI , 0™!:Won was formed one of those fearful waterspouts wicl ca,
o^J>

throw houses, tear up forests, and which the ves e s wboseBafety they threaten attack with artillery. It reallv se m d "
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A FIRE AND A CRY.

'-ud ,vl,e,o ,.c .sto„" SettT;?'"'
"!'"' '"''' '»'"-^"-"^

-Not that way !
"

"Why not?"
"The sou!"

" Wljat, tlie sea ! We cannnf ^. -1,7 ,

east coast !

" ^""''* P^^^^^^y ^ave got to the souLh-

" Look, look, Lieutenant 1

"

"It is a fracture of the island '" cnVrl W \
conipelled to fling tl,e„Kse]ves to tl^e.rourlr .?"'

'' ^^*^^ ^^^'^«

a large portion of our iand hJbLtTt ' '^^'' '^'^"^^
^

''
^^ithor

or a gulf has been nu.ae which we n'" .

""^ '"^'^^^^ --^''
nil ' "ii'-U we can fO rnimrl 1? -i

"

-^iioy struo-led to tl,m.. 4- * '
e" ™U"a. lujrwards '

"

-I-oe,feari,„, „ot,vit,„rt t u"T:
" """^^'^"' - "'

»<.l.tli of tl,o island would be f„„ d tn hi \
"""""""""'i"" '>it!. Uie

"Loti';:;:,'^„:,„r.'/-"
^"""^'' ""^-" -' ^^ sergea„f. .„.

tl.at portion of the i.Iand on wul W ,tt '""'r T
'""' '°^

for.1 long distance, and i„io|,t „ ',
>^''"' ^'^^ "iJcritlj racked

-.tably be drifted awa,-. whitir"L,!',, ! .

''^''''^^ «""
^- ..hew iiut. let they did



2l8 THE FUR COUNTRY,

I

lor

T.ot hesitate but plunder! into the nust, not even pausing to wondc
11 they shuuUl ever net back.

. Wl-at anxious foi-ebo.lb.gs must, however, have pres.e<l upon theheart of te J.eutenant. U<,uhl he now ].ope that the island wo
]H>ld together unU the winter'/ had not the inevitable breaking uuh-eady com.nenced

? Jf the wind should not drive then, on t^tc.K.t were t ey not doon.ed to perish very soon, to be swa]h>wed up'by t deep, ieavu.g no traoe behind theni? AVhat a fearful prospectlor all tlie uneonseious inhabitants „f the fort '

But through it all tlie tsvo n...,, uplu-ld by the consci<nisness of aluty to perlorni, bravely struggled ou against the gale, whi<.h nearly-then, to pieces, ahn.g the new beach, the^loaln L i^^

oast by the shortest .-oute, and tluy entered it iu co.nplete .hu^k-
.os>, te wind thundering an.ong the bnnu.hes over their heads-cry h.ng seeuKHl to be breaking to pieces around then,, the disi
h.oated branches u.te.-cepted their passage, and eve,y moment they•an a n.k of being c.-nshed beneath u falling tree, or they stumbled

.H>.se o the waves on the other side of ih. wood wa^a sulhcientgnu e to their steps, aud sometnnes the furious breakers shook theeakened g,-ound beneath their feet. Jfolding each others hands
St they should lose each other, supporting eacli other, and the onehelping the other up when he fell over so.ue o^ stacle they at kreached the p(unt for which thev we.-e bound
But the instant they qu.tted the slu.h.T nf the wood a perfect-lurhvxud to,.e them asunde,-, a,.d flung the.u upon the .rou.d
Sergeant, Sergeant

! Where are you '/ " cried Ilobsun witii all
tlio strength of his lungs.

" Here, here !
" roared Lonu' in re[)ly

And c-e.piug on the g.v.und they st*ruggled to reach each other •

V I r""T w n
'^' ^"'""'"' '"'"' ^•'^•^•^^^"^ ^'-- ^o tl'e spot onnoh they had fallen, and it .as .udy after many futile ellbr s thathjy managed to reach each oth^r. Ib.ving don/so, thev tied thebelts together to p.-event another separation, and crept alon. '

hoand p bttle nsmg ground e,wned by a suKdl clnlnp of pi,^"Once there they we.-e a li.^tle more p.-otected, and they p oceeded ^o^hg themselves a hole, in which they crouched in a st t of ab o uie
e.vhaiistiou and prostration,

'lusouuo
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^ FIRE AND A CRY.

It was half-past eleven o'clock p m
^

For some minutes neither spoke. *With eves hnlf .In . Wi ,m a kind oP tornor wl,il«f +i.„ + V ^ ^'"'^^^^ *^^ey lay

1 have a V^..^Z^^,^^
,

^;";""-. '"' -^ "-k. th.i,.

that wo »ro „„t f,, fr„,^ fl„,fg™„d ,^
•' 1'"^-"""™'. remember,

Had the southern horizon been vi^i>,l« +i
would have been able to see two third f.^ "'" ^^^^venturers

but it was too dark to n^ak^ur:.^ t ^^^'^T ^'"^""" '

indeed driven then, within si.ht of d ^t'hov
',' ^"'"'^ ^''"^

«oe it until dayl..ht unless firV' i 7 "^'^ ""^ ^^ '^^^« ^^

tiiieiit.
^ ° '

'' -" ^'' '^^""^^ be lighted on the con-

^s the Lieutenant had told lifrs Rirnpff fl i

that part of NortI, America, wl.iri, c wk 'r™""'"
"''"^''

are a good ,„a„y .,„all ativ eo „ j

"
,t T"'"'

"'''' ''""
-I'-t tl>e teeth of ma„„„„t,« ^ '

fo!!""" i"
"' "'""''

very nm„ero„s i„ these latitude, T? '=i'-'l'l'a.its being

the island of S,t,., riJs N w ,,,,,t ::j J;;«^=» «"-"f
»"tl, on

m Eussiuu Ai„eric/. -uk) tl„. ,

,•'"-""'' """' I'n"e'pal settlement

Company, «„,„,., i,';,:' ^ or'r.'.T'!
"'

'IT
"'"^"'' ^"-

Alentiau Manda. Tho .hl^nf tl
°'' ""' "''"'° "^ 'he

the favounte re, .rt o hi I .I

'°"'= """""'«• ''"""r,
con.pa„y too,, a i^':^<'T:z:^:'^zr^x''''T/'7
Russians

: and Hobson -AtU.u i i
/

""^^^^^ i>» the hands of the

-s well .quai!!^^ .^'ttlt t;^ '"''T
''^ ''' ^'-"^^'

vi«it it at this tune of the y . ' .
''/^^'^ ''''' ^^^^^^ to

i- -ight meet iellow-co ^^^r .X.i^^f
' '^'^^'^'^ ^"^^^

<nvn Company, or fdlin^^ thon
^' '" members of his

coasts.
^'

'
^^

'^'"^' ''"''' "'-^^'^'^ I'^<li'>"s, scouring the

J>ut could the Lieutenant reasonably hone tUi V f
• t ,bad been driven towards the coast i

^ ^''^"'''' ^'^''^'^

" Yes, a hundred times yes "'
he rpnpofarl +^ ^i o

,^ a liurncane has been blowing from the
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north-east, and altliougli I know that tlie island is very flat ami
there is not much for tlie wind to take h..hl of, still all these' little
lulls and woods spread out like sails must liave felt the influence of
the wind to a certain extent. Moreover, the sea which bears us
along feels its power, and large waves are certainly running in sliore
It IS impossible for us to have remained in the current which was
dragging us to the west, we must have been driven out of it and
towards the south. Last time we took our bearings we were two
hundred miles from the coast, and in seven days"

" Your reasonings are V(!ry just, Lieutenant," replied the Ser-eant
" and I feel that whether the wind helps us or not, God will not
forsake us. It cannot be His will that so ma.iy unfortunate creatures
should perish, and I put my trust in Him !"

The two talked on in broken sentences, making each other hear
above the roaring of the storm, and struggling to pierce the gloom
which closed them in on every side ; but they could see nothin-
not a ray of light broke the thick darkness.

°'

About half-past one a.m. the hurricane ceased for a few minutes
whilst the fury of the sea seemed to be redoubled, and the lan^e
waves, lashed into foam, broke over each other with a roar lik-
thunder.

Suddenly Hobson seizing his companion's arm shouted—
" Sergeant, do you hear %

"

" What ?
"

"The noise of the sea?"
"Of course I do, sir," replied Long, listening more attentively,
and the sound of the breakers seems to me not "

" Not exactly the same . . . isn't it Sergeant; listen, listen, it is
like the sound of surf

! ... it seems as if the waves were breaking
against rocks !

" °

Hobson and the Sergeant now listened intently, the monotonous
sound of tlie waves dashing against each other in the offin'- was
certainly exchanged for the regular rolling sound produced by the
breaking of water against a hard body ; they heard the reverberating
echoes which told of the neighbourhood of rocks, and they knew
that along the whole of the coast of their island there was not a
single stone, and nothing more sonorous than the earth and sand of
which it was composed I

Could they have been deceived? The Sergeant tried to rise to
listen better, but he was immediately flung down by the hurric;«iie,
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^^^;vi'.<., ana ti. i>o:r::r::;n: c;f ^'

V'^^-n^^ of
Tlu. Mxicty of thc3 two explorers u il r 7^\ ""''''

'*'

"gnin crouched doM-„ in tl^i ,1 i

^'^' ^ "^°''
' Tl.ey

I;
-^. -.uath then, and ^ L ^:'Sif'^ ^'^f

^^'^ ^he ..d
Ihey i.er,sevored. however, in .,,;, 1

'^^"-^^ ^^'^''^ very roots.

strained to the utn.o.t, in the'ef f T^'
'^" •^°"^''' ^^•-•>' "^^vo

the darkness.
' " '""'' ^^ cli«tingui«]i objeets through

api^;:/;:2"itU:^bt:^^^^ ^e expected to
claimed:

• 'i^ past two a.m. Long suddenly ex-
" I see it !

"

"W 'V
"A m'ei"

"Afire?"
" Ves, there—over f'lere !"
And he pointed to the soutb-we<;f XT iHob..n also n,ado out a fain gl' L Ttl. r"':'^'""

' ^^'^' ^-
Yes

!

'• he cried, " yes Sen..
:^'''''^^"" indicated.

"Unless it is a fi e o. bo,'?t V' ?^ '^'''' '' ^'^^^ there -"

"s!" '''' ^^"^ ^ tdl you, a few miles from
£f TTT *» .

" Well, let us make a si^nial ' "

Its, Sergeant, we will rpnlu +« *> z.

fire on our ..land ' " ^^^ *° *^' ^'^ °" the mainland by a

" Your iiint, Serr'eant " « d r
.^ ' luirncane.

^™>. »"„ j,.i„c.d by the Lie to,™ Tl
"''"•' "' '"' "'""« '-

«=•;;"« the wl.ole thk-ket iulu,^!'
''''^ ''"'' """ '^"i»f«<='™ of

.Tit^^I i:;:i"Sr; w;:,r ntr: ^^'. '"!^
^i"' - o„. , ..

TJie dried

'i"d t]H>v were

resin in fi M -""iti glare hke a lar<ro t
'" ""= °''' '""- »iJed the o„„H„s,.a&„

ll t]">'"'
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rapidly consumed. At last the crackling ceased, the flames died

away, and all was darkness.

Hobson and Long looked in vain for an answering fire—nothing

was to be seen. For ten minutes they watched, hoping ap;ainst

hope, and were just beginning to despair, when suddenly a cry was
lieard, a distinct cry for help. It was a human voice, and it came
from the sea.

Hobson and Long, wild with eager anxiety, let themselves slide

down to the shore.

The cry was not, however, repeated.

The daylight was now gradually beginning to appear, and the

violence of the tempest seemed to be decreasing. Soon it was light

enough for the horizon to be examined.

But there was no land iu sight, sea and sky were still blended in

one unbroken circle.



CHAPTER VIII.

MRS PAVLINA BARNETT's EXCURSION.

PiR^^^^ ^Y\ """"""S ""^'''" '"^"^^ ^-^^S^^"* Long wandered

Wm -'^^^ ^ '" ""'''*• '^^'' ''''''*^^'^' ^^'•^^ "»"^'^ iu.nroved, the
rain nad ceased, and the wind had veered round to the

south-east with extraordinarv suddenness, witl>out unfortunate! vr

decreasing m violence, causing fresh anxiety to the Lieutenant, who
could no longer hope to reach the mainland.

The south-east wind would drive the wandering island farthe-
from the continent, and fling it into the dangerous currents which
must drift it to the north of the Arctic Ocean.
How could they even be sure that they had really approache.l

the coast during the awful night just over. Might it not have been
merely a fancy of the LieutenaTit's ? The air was now clear and
they could look round a radius of several miles; yet there' was
nothing in the least resembling land within sight. Mi^ht they not
adopt the Sergeant's suggestion, that a ship had passed the island
during the night, that the fire and cry were alike signals of sailorsm distress ? And if it had been a vessel, must it not have foundered
in such a storm ?

Whatever the explanation there was no sign of a wreck to be
seen either in the offing or on the beach, and the waves, now driven
along by the wind from the land, were large enough to have over-
whelmed any vessel.

** Well, Lieutenant," said Sergeant Long, "what is to be dono^'
"We must remain upon our island," replied the Lieutenant

pressing his hand to liis brow
;
" we must remain on our island and

wait for winter; it alone can save us."

It was now mid-day, and Hobson, an::ious to get back to Fort
Hope before the evening, at once turned towards Cape Bathurst.
The wind, being now on their backs, helped them aloncr as it had

done before. They could not help feeling very uneasy, as they were
naturally afraid that the island might have separated into two
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parts in tlie storm. The gulf observed the night before might have
spread fartlier, and if so they would be cut off from their friends.

They soon reached the wood they had crossed the night before.

Numbers of trees were lying on the ground, some with broken
stems, others torn up by the roots from the soft soil, which had not
afforded \,iiem sufficient support. The few which remained erect

were strij)ped of their leaves, and their naked branches creaked and
moaned as the south-east wind swept over them.

Two miles beyond this desolated forest the wanderers arrived at

the edge of the gulf they had seen the night before without being
able to judge of its extent. They examined it carefully, and found
that it was about fifty feet wide, cutting the coast line straight

across near Cape Michael and what was formerly Fort Barnett,

forming a kind of estuary running more than a mile and a half

inland. If the sea should again become rough in a fresh storm,

this gulf w^ould widen more and more.

Just as Hobson approached tlie beach, he saw a large pieqe of ice

separate from the island and float away !

" Ah !
" murmured Long, " that is the danger !

"

Both then turned hurriedly to the west, and walked as fast as

they could round the huge gulf, making direct for Fort Hope.
They noticed no other changes by the way, and towards four

o'clock they crossed thp court and found all their qomrades at their

usual occupations.

Hobson told his men that he had wished once more before the

winter to see if there were any signs of the approach of Captain
Craventy's convoy, and that his expedition had been fruitless.

" Then, sir," observed Marbre, " I suppose we must give up all

idea of seeing our comrades from Fort Ileliance for this year at

least 1
"

"I think you must," replied Hobson simply, re-entering the

public room.

Mrs Barnett and Madge were told of the two chief events of the

exploration : the fire and the cry. Hobson was quite sure that

neither he nor the Sergeant were mistaken. The fire had really

been se^n, the cry had really been heard ; and after a long consul-

tation every one came to the conclusion that a ship in distress had
passed within sight during the night, and that the island had not

approached the American coast.

The south-east wind quickly chased away the clouds and mists,
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SO that Ilobson l,.,pecl to be able to take \m bearings tl,e next'd^

..ro^io?;i";v?:?,;:l;-: ™ ^""""'^ "-"^^^ "^

vapo" *f 'f,
.»«}"=-•'«,"'= % g-Jually became free from

The following were the results obtained : Latitude 70° T7'longitude, 170° 30'.
-i^aiuude, <u 5/ ;

So that in spite of the violence of the hurricanP the ishn.1 \..^remained in much the same latitude althoiu hTl,' Tx.
''^'""^..^'^^

—at farmer west. The, were ^^^^^^^^
but four hundred miles ut least north of Capes East anTpri^e ofWales, which jut out on either side at the\iarrowest pa!tTthf
The situation was, therefore, more dangerous thar- ver as theisland was daily getting nearer to \\,c. a

J^er, as tlie

Current whif], if iL
"^^^^er to the dangerous KamtchatkaL^unent, which, if it once seized it m its rapid waters, mic^ht carrvIt far away to the north. Its fate would now soon be de !d d it

Tt e Tee ofT "'"^
'k

'^' ^"^^^'^^^ -^*' -^ ^^-' ^^ ut nby t le ice of the approaching winter, or it would be AvM^.Aand lost in the solitudes of tlfe remote hyperr a regions
' '

Hobson was painfully moved on ascertaining the true state ofthmgs and being anxious to conceal his emoti^i, he s ut Welfup in his own room and did not appear again tha ly W , f

Ihe temperature fell some de^recq fnrflinr n,„ . j
»ists, which had collected abovft^t^^ei: ToriZ; the d' ^

comi4Tt,tt. °
"'^'' ™ '™ '"="- '"=^- Wmter was-

On September 3rd Mrs Barnett resolvprl +n ^« „ r m
the c..t to^d, C>e Esaui^auJltUZ ott^h:S
hen but ,he a.d ^„t Wish to .liStii^Ltclr.:7r;f
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out him, taking Madge with her. There was really nothing to fear,

the only formidable animals, the bears, seemed to have quite de-
serted the island after the earthquake; and two women might, with-
out danger, venture on a walk of a few hours without an escort.

Madge agreed at once to Mrs Barnett's proposal, and without a
word to any one they set out at eight o'clock a.m., provided with
an ice-chisel, a flask of spirits, and a wallet of provisions.

After leaving Cape Bathurst they turned to the west. The sun
was already dragging its slow course along the horizon, for at this
time of year it would only be a few degrees above it at its culmina-
tion. But its oblique rays were clear and powerful, and the snow
was already melting here and there beneath their influence.

The coast was alive with flocks of birds of many kinds

;

ptarmigans, ^"inemots, puffins, wild geese, and ducks of every
variety fluttered about, uttering their various cries, skimming the
.surface of the sea or of the lagoon, according as their tastes Jed
them to prefer salt or fresh water.

Mrs Burnett had now a capital opportunity of seeing how many
furred animals haunted tha neighbourhood of Fort Hope. Martens
ermines, musk-rats, and foxes Avere numerous, and the magazines
of the factory might easily have been filled with their skins, but
what good would that be now ? The inoflfensive creatures, knowing
that hunting was suspended, went and came fearlessly, venturing
close up to the palisade, and becoming tamer every day. Their
instinct doubtless told them that they and their old enemies were
alike prisoners on the island, and a common danger bound them
together. It struck Mrs Barnett as strange that the two enthusi-
astic hunters—Marbre and Sabine—should obey the Lieutenant's
orders to spare the furred animals without remonstrance or com-
plaint, and appeared not even to wish to shoot the valuable game
around them. It was true the foxes and others had not yet assumed
their winter robes, but this \vas not enough to explain the stran-^e

indifference of the two hunters.

Whilst walking at a good pace and talking over their strange
situation, Mrs Barnett and Madge carefully noted the peculiarities

of the sandy coast. The ravages recently made by the sea were
distinctly visible. Fresh landslips enabled them to see new fractures

in the ice distinctly. The strand, fretted away in many places, had
sunk to an enormous extent, and the waves washed along a level

beach where the perpendicular shores had once checked their ad-
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It
were now

I evident that parts of the isl
level with the ocean.

"O Madge!" exclaimed Mrs Rarnett, pointing to the lon^

our sit ut on has indt^ed become aggravated by the awful storm

owL" ifW ' *'V"'^^
'' ''^ ^''^'' '''^''' '^ gradually becoZgower. It IS now only a question of time. Will tho winter comesoon enough to save us ? Everything depends upon that/'

Ihe winter will come, my dear girl," replied Madge with herusual unshaken confidence. '' We have already had tto falls

zri f^Ti rurer""^'^
^^^""^^^^^^' ^^' ^^^ ^^^^ -^ ^^ - ^^

We women wdio do not trouble ourselves about the scientific
reasons for physical phenomena can hope, when men who are bette
..ormed, perhaps, despair. That is one of our blessings, which ourLieutenant unfortunately does not share. He sees the i^nificance

facts, he reflects, he calculates, he reckons up the time still remal"i"g to us, and I see that he is beginning to lose all hope "

"He IS a brave energetic man, for all that," replied Madge,
les added Mrs Barnett, " and if it be in the power of man tosave us, he will do it."

By nine o'clock the two women had walked four miles. Theyv^re often obliged to go inland for some little distance, to avoid
parts of the coast already invaded by the sea. Here and there thewaves had encroached half.a-mile beyond the former high-water lineand the thickness the ice-field had been considerably reduced
T^iere was danger that it would soon yield in many places, and
that new bays would be formed all along the coast

As they got farther from the fort Mrs Barnett noticed that thenumber of furred animals decreased considerably. The poor crea
tures evidently felt more secure near a human habitation. Thoonly formidable animals which had not been led by instinct to
escape in time from the dangerous island were a few wolves, savage
beasts which even a common danger did not conciliate. Mrs Barne°ttand Madge saw several wandering about on the plahis, but theydid not approach, and soon disappeared behind the hills on thesouth of the lagoon.

" What will become of all these imprisoned animals," said Madge,
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•'_wher,„„^f,.„d fails .he., and tbey aro famUhcd with I,„„,er i„

' "' and wo shall have not liru' to fear from tl.nn . ii *i
martens, ermines, and Polar Izares, whic . o s,n e I ?,urev to tlipm Ti,.>* • X ,

""iv-ii AL Hjiarc will fall an easy

onff^t „™d, ^TT °'"' ''""»""='; "- l"'"'" gr,„„Kl be„.,lh

or,a'!:7a:r,:;r "" ^^r-'-^'
'"- '-^-"^^^^^^^^^^^

panior"""'"''
"" ''"""• '°°'''"S '"^"'ri-S'y »' her com-

Ob we shall not want for fresh water, Mad^e "
said Mr,I^amoct; " the rain, the snow, the iee, the iccborg,°S th 'cej;lie very ,ce.f,eld on which we float, will supply u^ with that ^^'

no, that IS not our danger " » ""'n tuat
,

no,

around above Cape Esquunaux, but at least two miles inland for thovhad fou„d t „,„ M^ " f""-' ">e coast, worn away as it w, byhe sea Being rather tired with the many *(«,„ thiy had h d fo

trees and a fe. si:ubs^!;i::Lri ':Zl lltrl b^l:covered w.th yellow moss, from which the snow had ^eltd served

.o^pXt-rthrrrrotftt^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
Cape Esquimaux. She was anxious to know if the mint of if

her dea girl" wherever she went, but at the same time remindedher that they were eight or nine miles from Cape Bathurst ITready

But some presentiment made Mrs Ba.nett insist upon doing as
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" Look, Mailge, look ! "—Pacie 229.
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Bho proposed, and slio was riglit, as the event proved. It would
only delay them half an hour after all.

They had not gone a quarter of a mile before Mrs Barnett stopped
suddenly, and pointed to some clear and regular impressions upon
the snow. These marks must have been made within the last nine
or ten hours, or the last fall of snow would have covered them over.

|-
What animal has passed along hero, I wonder?" said :^Iadge.

" It was not an animal," said Mrs Barnett, bending dow°n to
examine the marks more closely, " not a quadruped certainly, for
Its four feet would have left in)prcssions very ditrereut from these.
Look, Madge, they are the footprints of a. human person !

"

"But who could have been here?" inquired Madge; "none of
tlie soldiers or women have left the fort, and we are on an island,
remember. You nuist be mistaken, my dear ; but we will follow
the marks, and see where they lead us."

Tiiey did so, and fifty paces farther on both again paused.
" Look, Madge, look I " cried Mrs Barnett, seizing her companion's

arm, " and then say if I am mistaken."
Near the footprints there were marks of a heavy body having been

dragged along the snow, and the impression of a hand.
" It is the hand of a woman or a child !

" cried Madge,
" Yes !" replied xMrs Barnett

; "a woman or a child has fallen
liere exhausted, and risen again to stumble farther onj look, the
footprints again, and farther on more falls !

"

" Who, who could it have been 1
" exclaimed Madge.

"How can I tell 1" replied Mrs Barnett. ''Some unfortunate
creature imprisoned like ourselves for three or four months perhaps.
Or some shipwrecked wretch flung upon the coast in the storm.'
You remember the fire and the cry of which Sergeant Long and
Lieutenant Hobson spoke. Come, come, Madge, there may be
some one in danger fur us to save !

And Mrs Barnett, dragging Madge with her, ran along follow-
ing the traces, and further on found that they were stained with
blood.

The brave, tender-hearted woman, had spoken of saving some one in
danger; had she then forgotten that there was no safety for any upon
the island, doomed sooner or later to be swallowed up by the ocean l

The impressions on the ground led towards Cape Esquimaux.
And the two carefully traced them, but the footprints presently
disappeared, whilst the blood-stains increased, making an irregular
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pathway nloriff the snow T^
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The beur seized Kalumah by the clothes," ka.—Pafje 231.
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' It was the young Esquimaux girl Kaluiuah !
"

—

Paijc 231.
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Suddenly a loud crack was heard. The earth shook, and it
seemed as if the whole of Cape Esquimau^ were about to be
plunged into the sea.

_

A large piece of the island had broken away, and a huge piece of
ice, the centre of gravity of which had been displaced by the altera-
tion in Its specific weight, drifted away, carrying with it the bear
and the body of the woman.

Mrs Barnett screamed, and would have flung herself upon the
broken ice before it floated away, if Madge had not clutched her
liand hrmly, saying quietly

—

"Stop! stop !"

At the noise produced by the breaking ofF of the piece of ice, the
bear started back with a fearful growl, and, leaving the body, rushed
to the side where the fracture had taken place

; but he was already
some forty feet from the coast, and in his terror he ran round andround the is et, tearing up the ground with his claws, and stamping
the sand and snow about him.

^

Presently he returned to the- motionless body, and, to the horror
of the two women, seized it by the clothes with his teeth and
caiTying it to the edge of the ice, plunged with it into the sea

'

Being a powerful swimmer, like the whole race of Arctic bears
he soon gained the shores of the island. With a great exertion of
strength he managed to climb up the ice, and having reached the
surface of the island he quietly laid down the body he had
brought with liim.

Mrs^ Barnett could no longer be held back, and, shaking, offMadges hold, she rushed to the beach, never thinkir,. of^he
danger she ran in facing a formidable carnivorous creature

°

The bear seeing her approach, reared upon his hind legs, andcame towards her, but at about ten paces otF he paused, shook
his great head, and turning round with a low growl, quietly
walked away towards the centre of the island, without once look-
ing be and him. He, too, was evidently affected by the mysterious
fear winch had tamed all the wild animals on the island.

Mrs Barnett was soon bending over the body stretched about the
snow.

A cry of astonishment burst from her lips :

" Madge, Madge, come !
" she exclaimed.

Madge approached and looked long and fixedly at the inanimate
t)ody. It was the young Esquimaux girl Kalunuih !



CHAPTER IX.

KALUMAII S AD VENTURES.

' ""^' ^ALUMAH on the floating island, two hundred miles from the

Aniericaii coast. It was almost incredible !

f»J))jJ'* The first thing to be ascertained was whether the poor

creature still breathed. Was it possible to restore her to life 1 Mrs

Barnett loosened her clothes, and found that her body was not yet

quite cold. Her heart beat very feebly, but it did beat. The blood

they had seen came from a slight wound in her hand ; Madge

bound it up with her handkerchief, and the bleeding soon ceased.

At the same time Mrs Barnett raised the poor girl's head, and

managed to pour a {'ew drops of rum between her parted lips. She

then bathed her forehead and temples with cold water, and waited.

A few minutes passed by, and neither of the watchers were able

to utter a word, so anxious were they lest the faint spark of life

remaining to the young Esquimaux should be quenched.

But at last Kalumah's breast heaved with a faint sigh, her hands

moved feebly, and presently she opened her eyes, and recognising

her preserver she murmured

—

" Mrs Barnett ! Mrs Barnett ! "'

The lady was not a little surprised at hearing her own name.

Had Kalumah voluntarily sought the floating island, and did she

expect to find her old European friends on it ? If so, how had she

come to know it, and how had she nianaged to reach the island, two

Imndred miles from the mainland 1 How could she have guessed that

the ice-field was bearing Mrs Barnett and all the occupants of Fort

Hope away from the American coast 1 Beally it all seemed quite

inexplicable.

" She lives—she will recover !
" exclaimed INFadge, who felt the

vital heat and pulsation returning to the poor bruised body.

" Poor child, poor child !
" said Mrs Barnett, nuich affected ;

" she

murmured my name when she was at the point of death."

But now Kalumah again half opened her eyes, and looked about



" She murmured • Mrs Bariief. .
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lier with a dreamy unsatisfied expression, presently, however, seeing

Mrs Burnett, her face brightened, the same name again burst fronx

her lips, and painfully raising her hand she let it fall on that of

her friend.

The anxious care of the two women soon revived Kalumah,
whoso extreme exhaustion arose not only from fatigue but also

from hunger. She had eaten notliing for forty-eight hours. Some
pieces of cold venison and a little rum refreshed her, and she soon
felt able to accompany her newly-found friends to the fort.

Before starting, however, Kalumah, seated on the sand between
Mrs Barnett and Madge, overwhelmed tliem with thanks and ex-

l)rcssion3 of attachment. Tin 11 she told her story : she liad not
forgotten the Europeans of Fort Hope, (aid tlie thought of Mrs
Paulina Barnett had been ever present with her. It was not by
chance, as we shall see, that she had come to Victoria Island.

The following is a brief summary of what Kalumah related to

Mrs Barnett :

—

Our readers will remember the young Esquimaux's promise to

come and see her friends at Fort Hope again in the fine season of

the next year. The long Polar night being over, and the month of

May having come round, Kalumah set out to fulfil lier j)ledge.

She left Russian America, where she had wintered, and accompanied
by one of her brothers-in-law, started for the peninsula of Victoria,

Six weeks later, towards the middle of June, she got to that part

of British America which is near Cape Bathurst. She at once
recognised the volcanic mountains shutting in Liverpool Bay, and
twenty miles farther east she came to Walruses' Bay, where her people

had so often hunted morses and seals.

But beyond the bay on the north, there was nothing to be seen.

The coast suddenly sank to the south-east in an almost straight

line. Cape Esquimaux and Cape Bathurst had alike disappeared.

Kalumah understood what had happened. Either the whole of

the peninsula had been swallowed up by the waves, or it was float-

hig away as an island, no one knew whither !

Kalumah's tears flowed fast at the loss of those whom she Lad
coniu so far to see.

Her brother-in-law, however, had not appeared surprised at the

catastrophe. A kind of legend or tradition had been handed down
amongst the nomad tribes of North America, that Cape Bathurst

did not form part of the mainland, but had been joined on to it
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thousands of years before, and would sooner or later be torn away
in some convulsion of nature. Hence the siir[)rise at finding tlie

factory founded by Ilobson at the foot of the cape. But with the

unfortunate reserve characteristic of their race, and perhaps also

under the influence of that enmity which all natives feel for those

who settle in their country, tiioy said nothing to the Lieutenant,

whose fort was already finished. Kalnniah knew nothing of this

tradition, which after all rested on no trustworthy evidence, and

probably belonged to the many northern legends relating to the

creation. This was how it was that the colonists of Fort Hope
were not warned of the danger they ran in settling on such a spot.

Had a word in season been spoken to Ilobson he would certainly

liave gone farther in search of some firmer foundation for his fort

than this soil, certain peculiarities of which he had noticed at the

lirst.

When Kalumah had made quite sure that all trace of Cape
P.athurst was gone, she explored the coast as far as the further side

of Washburn Iky, but without finding any sign of those she sought,

and at last there was nothing left for her to do but to return to the

fisheries of Jlussian America.

She and her brother-in-law left Walruses' Bay at the end of June,

and following the coast got back to Now Ceorgia towards the end of

July, after an absolutely fruitless journey.

Kalumah now gave up all hope of again seeing Mrs Barneti and
the other colonists of Fort Hope. She concluded that they had all

been swallowed up by the ocean long ago.

At this part of her tale the young Esquimaux looked at Mrs
Barnett with eyes full of tears, and pressed her hand atfectionaly,

and then she murmured her thanks to God for her own preservation

through the means of her friend.

Kalumah on her return home resum.ed her customary occupa-

tions, and worked with the rest of her tribe at the fisheries near

Icy Cape, a point a little above the seventieth parallel, and more
than six hundred miles from Cape Bathurst.

Nothing worthy of note happened during the first half of the

month of April ; but towards the end the storm began which had

caused Hobson so much uneasiness, and which had apparently

extended its ravages over the whole of the Arctic Ocean and

beyond Behring Strait. It was equally violent at Icy Cape and on

Victoria Island, and. as the Lieutenant ascertained in takim? his
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lirioS
^^' ^'"'' ""'"' ^^''^ """' '"°'' than two hu^ii^M^ fi^

AsMrsBarnctt listened to Kalumal,, her previous information
er^vbled her rap.dly to find the key to the .tn.n.e events vhich haS

the ildand"'
'" """"' '"^ ^^'^ '^"'^^^^ "^ ^'^« >-"«" -^^-c 1

Durins the first days of the storm the Esquimaux of lev Canewere eonnned to their huts. Ti.y eould noitllr get ,mt nor fi hu dunn, the night of the 31st Augu.t a kind of p.-esentin t Icni
jd.n..dj to venture down to the beaeh, and. braving the wi ;:drain in all their fury, she peered anxiuu.ly through the darkness atthe waves rising mountains high.

^ uaiKness at

Presently she thought she .Jiw a huge mass driven alon.^ bv th«uirricane parallel with tlie coast. Gifted witli eut dy L^
. ght-as are all these wandering tribes aceustomed to the Ion"dark Po ar n,ghts-sho felt sure that she was not mistaken

°

Some lung of vast bulk was passing two miles from the coastand that something could be neither a whale, a boat, nor, at Th^time of the year, even an iceberg.
, ',

at inis

But Kalumah did not stop to reason. Tin, truth flashed uponher hke a revelation. Before her excited imagination roL^hemages of her friends. She saw them all once mJre, Mrs Blrnet

^ST'^T"^^ '''
':'''

t'
'-' ^-^-' -^^^ ^i-"at

firatingltfieM?
'''' ''''' '''''''- '''''' "^^"^^ "^ ''^ ^^^^ «» a

Kalumah did not doubt or hesitate a moment. She felt that sh.must tel the poor_ shipwrecked people, which she ^Js urftleYwere, of the close vicinity of the land. She ran to her hut, sei eda torch of ow and resin, such as the Esq„iu,.aux use when fislin.
at^ mght, ht :t and waved it on the beach at tho summit of le^

This was the fire which Ilobson and Long had seen when crouch-ing on Cape Michael on the night of the 31st Auoust
Imagine the delight and excitement of the young Esquimauxwhen a signal replied to hers, when she saw the huge fi.^

"
byLieutenant Hobson, the reflection of which reached the American

coitst, although he did not dream that he was so near it
But It quickly M-ent out, the lull in the storm only lasted a few

niinutes, and the fearful gale, veering round to the soulh-east swe.^
along with redoubled violence. ' ^
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Kalumali feared that her " prey," so she called the floating island,
was about to escajjo her, and that it would not bo driven on to tho
shore. She saw it fading away, and knew that it would soon dis-

aj)pear in the darkness and bo lost to her on the boundless ocean.
It was indeed a terrible nioniont for the young native, and she

doterniincd at all hazards to let her friends know of their situation.
There might yet be time for them to take some steps for their
deliverance, although every hour took them farther from the cou-
tinent.

She did not hesitate a moment, her kayak was at hand, the frail

bark in which she had more than once braved the storms of tho
Arctic Ocean, she pushed it down to the sea, hastily laced on tho
sealskin jacket fastened to the canoe, and, the long paddle in her
liand, she i)lunged inti) tho darkness.

j\lra Earnutt here pressed the brave child to her heart, and Madge
fched tears of sympathy.

AVhen launched upon the roaring ocean, Kalumah found the chang-
of wind in her favour. The waves dashed over her kayak, it is tru°

,

but they were powerless to liarm the light boat, which floated oil

their crests like a straw. It was capsized several times, but a
stroke of the paddle righted it at once.

After about an hour's hard work, Kalumah could see the wander-
ing island more distinctly, and had no longer any doubt of elFecting
her purpose, as she was but a quarter of a mile from the beach.

It was then that she uttered the cry which Hobson and Lonc^
had heard.

^

But, alas
! Kalumah now felt herself being carried away towards

the west by a powerful current, which could take firmer hold of
her kayak than of the floating island I

In vain she struggled to beat back with her paddle, tlie light boat
shot along like an arrow. She uttered scream after scream, but
she was unheard, for she was already far away, and when the day
broke the coasts of Alaska and the island she had wished to reach,
were but two distant masses on the horizon.

Did she despair ? Not yet. It was impossible to get back to the
American continent in the teeth of the terrible wind which was driv-
ing the island before it at a rapid pace, taking it out two hundred
miles in thirty-six hours, and assisted by the current from the coast.

There was but one thing left to do. To get to the island by
keeping in the same current which was driftimr it awav.
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But, nlas
!
tho poor girl's BtrenRth waa not oqiml to her couraco

8ho was faint from want of foo.J. auJ, exhausted as she was shd
could no longer wield her paddle.

'

_

For Bonio hours she struggled on, and seemed to be approach-
ing the island, although those on it could not see her, as hIio was
but a 8i)eclc upon tho ocean. She struggled on until her stiffened
arms and bleeding hands fell powerless, and, losing consciousness,
Hho was llo.ited along in her frail kayak at the mercy of winds and
wr ves.

She did not know how long this lasted, she remembered nothin.-
more, untd a sudden shock roused lier, her kayak had struck
against something, it opened beneath her, and she was plunged
into cold water, the freshness of which revived her. A few moments
later, she was flung upon the sand in a dying state by a lar-o
wave. °

This had taken place the night before, j„st before dawn—that is
to say, about two or three o'clock in the morning. Kalumah had
then been seventy hours at sea since she embarked !

The young native had no idea where she had been thrown
whether on the continent or on the floating island, which she had
so bravely sought, but she hoped the latter. Yes, hoped that she had
reached her friends, although she knew that the wind and current
bad driven them into the open sea, and not towards the coast

!

The thought revived her, and, shattered as she was, she stru-^^led
to her feet, and tried to follow tlie coast.

She had, in fact, been providentially thrown on that portion of
Victoria Island which was formerly the upper corner of Walruses'
Bay. But, worn away as it was by the waves, she did not recognise
the land with which she had once been familiar.

She tottered on, stopped, and again struggled to advance; the beach
before her appeared endless, she had so often to go round where the
sea had encroached upon the sand. And so dragging herself along
stumoling and scrambling up again, she at last approached the
little wood where Mrs Barnett and Madge had halted that very
morning. We know that the two women found the footprints left
by Kalumah in the snow not far from this very spot, and it was at
a short distance farther on that the poor girl fell for the last time
Exhausted by fatigue and hunger, she still managed to creep along
on hands and knees for a few minutfip. Innt^cr

A great hope kept her from despair, for"she had at last recognised
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Cape Esquimaux, at the foot of ^vhich she and her people had en-camped the year before. Si,c knew now that she wa^ but Ihtmi^s from the factory, and that she had only to follow the path shehad^so often traversed when she went to visit her friends at Fort

Yes, this hope sustained her, but she had scarcely reached thebeach when her forces entirely failed her, and she again lost all
consciousness. But for Mrs Barnett she would have died

J'

But, dear lady," she added, '' I knew that you would come tomy rescue, and that God would save me by your means "

We know the rest. We know the providential instia(;t which ledMrs Larnett and Madge to explore this part of the coast on thisvery day, and the presentiment which made them visit Cape Esquimaux after they had rested, and before returnh.g to Fort Hone
A e know too-as Mrs Barnett related to Kalumah-how the piece
of ice had floated away, and how the bear had acted under the cir
cumstances.

" And after all," added Mrs Barnett with a smile, "
it was not I whosaved you, but the good creature without whose aid you would

never have come back to us, and if ever we sec him again we will
treat liim with the respect due to your preserver."

During this long conversation Kalumah was re'sted and refreshed
and Mrs Barnett proposed that they should return to the fort at
once, as she had already been too long away. The youncr .i*,!immediately rose ready to start. ° °

Mrs Burnett was indeed most anxious to tell the Lieutenart of
all t lat had happened during the niglit of the storm, when thewandering island had neared the American continent, but she ur^edKalumah to keep her adventures secret, and to say nothin- abouthe situation of the island. She would naturally'be sup^o^d ,have come along the coast, in fulfilment of the promise he hadmade to visit her fnends in the fine season. Her arrival would tendonly to strengthen the belief of the colonists that no changes hadaken place m the country around Cape Bathurst, and to set at restthe doubts any of them might have entertained

It was about three o'clock when Madge and Mrs Barnett, withIvalumah hangmg on her arm, set out towards the east, and before
five o clock la the afternoon they all arrived at the postern of the
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" She covered him with kisses. "—Par/e 231).



CHAPTEIl X.

?^

THE KAMTCHATKA CURRENT.

»l/M at .hef„,t. It .oe„,„a to ti.em li.t^ho^^^i.Si;:;:

r,» , ^V T
„"

""'''' """ ™"P"'"''- M'-» Mac-Nab Mr

"

E. a„d 1 ,. J.,hffo „vcnvl,ol,„ca her ,vitl, caresses, but Kal„ „ah'
fi » tbought was for the little ehiki, .she caught sight „f him mluediately, and nu.uiug to hi,„ covered hiu, „i°U kis^e,

Ihe young native was charmed and touched with the h„s„it,litvof her European hosts. A positive f!M was held in her h „ fand every one was delighted that she would h.ave to remain . "hefor for he w.n er, tl,e season being too far adv.anced for herlo g

Buff al the settlers were agreeably surprised at the appearanceof Kalumah, what mnst Licutouant Ilobson have thought vhe, 1 esaw her lean.ng on Mrs Barnetfs am,. A sudden hope fll hacross h,s„„nd Id« lightning, and as quickly died aw.xyl p" !
in sp.te of the evidence of his daily observations Victoria Isla.dhSnm ^aground somewhere on the contiuent unnoticed by Iny o'

hc'lld™!".'""'
"^ ^™'^"^''''' ""'"^•"' '" >- -". -<• 'look

He saw that no change had taken place in their situation o„d™ted until Mrs Barnett was able to^xplain KaluII s :,";;:'r

A few minnto, later ho w,as walking along the beach with the..dy, listening with g.eat interest to her account of Kaln.nah's ad-

So ],e had boon right in all hi. conjectures. The north-eaathurncane had dnvcu the island out of the current. The ice-field hadapproached ..thm a nule at least of the American continent. Itud not_ boon a fn. on board slap which they had seen, or the cry
of

.1 shipwrecked mariner which they had heard. The mainland

\i\
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winter in inorganic nature, the temperature maintaining a me;u.
heiglit of 49'' Faln-enhcit, some swans flying to tlie soutirin search
of a wanner climate was a good omen. Other birds capable of
a long-sustained iliglit over vast tracts of the ocean began to desert
the island. They knew full well that the continent of America
and of Asia, with their less severe climates and their j.lentiful
resources of eveiy kind, were n(jt far off, and that their win-s were
strong enough to carry them there. A good many ,.f these birds
were caught

;
and by ]\rrs Earnett's advice the Lieutenant tied

round their necks a stiif cloth ticket, on which was inscribed the
position of the wandering island, and the names of its inhabi-
tants. The birds were then set free, and their captors watched them
wing their way to the south with envious eyes.

Of course none were in the secret of the sending fortli of tlieso
messengers, except Mrs IJarnett, Madge, Kalumah, Ilobson, and
Long.

The poor cpiadrupeds were unable to seek their usual winter
refuges in the south. Under ordinary circumstances the reindeer,
I'olar hares, and even the wolves would have left early in September
for the shores of the Great Boar and Slave Lakes, a good many
degrees farther south

;
but now the sea was an insurmountable bar-

rier, and they, tot>, would have to wait until the winter should
render it passable. Led by instinct they had doubtless tried to
h'ave the island, but, turned back by the water, the instin.t of
selt-preservation had brought them to the neighbourhood of Fort
Hope, to be near the men who were once their hunters and mo^t
iormidahle enemies, but were now, like themselves, rendered compa-
latively inotrensive by their imprisonment.

The observations of the 5th, Gth, 7th, 8th, and 9th September
revealed no alteration in the posititm of Victoi'ia Island. TIk^ laro-e
e.ldy bet\\een the two currents kept it stationary. Another lifteen
days, another three weeks of this state of things, and llubsou felt
that tliey might be saved.

]]ut they were not yet out of danger, and many terrible, almost
supernatural, trials still awaited the inhabitants of Fort Hope
On the 10th of SeptenduT observations showed a disi^laccment

ot \ietoria Island. Oirly a sliyht displacement, but in a northerly
direction. "^

Ilobson was in dismay : the island was finally in the grasp of the
Kamtchatka Current, and was drifting towards the unknown latitudes
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where the large icebergs come into being ; it was on its way to tho

vast Kolitudcs of the Arctic Ocean, interdicted to tho human race,

from which there is no return.

Ilobson did not liide this now danger from those who were in the

secret of the situation. Mrs liarnett, Madge, Kalumah, ."ud Ser-

geant Long received tliis fresh blow with courage and resignation.

" Terhaps," said ]\Ir3 ]]arnett, " tho island may stop even yet.

Perhaps it will move slowly. Let ns hoi)o on .... and wait !

The winter is not far oil", and we are going to meet it. In any case

God's will be done I

"

" ;My friends," said Ilobson earnestly, *' do you not think I ought

now to tell our conu-ades. You see in what a terrible position we
arc and all that may await us ! Is it not taking too great a respon-

sibility to keep them in ignorance of the peril they are hiT'
" I should wait a little longer," replied ^Irs Barnett without

hesitation ;
" I would tiot give them all over to despair until the last

chance is gone."

" That is my opinion also," said Long.

Hobsou had thought the same, and was glad to find that his

companions agreed with him in the matter.

On the 11th and 12th September, tho motion towards the nortli

was more noticeable. Victoria Island was drifting at a rate of

from twelve to thirteen miles a day, so that each day took them the

same distance farther from the land and nearer to the north. They
were, in short, following the decided course made by the Kamtchatka
Current, and would c^uickly pass that seventieth degree which once

cut across the extremity of Cape Bathurst, and beyond which no
land of any kind was to be met with iu this part of the Arctic

Ocean.

Every day Ilobson looked out their position on the map, cand saw
only too clearly to what awful solitudes the wandering island was
driftin;?.

The only hope left consisted, as Mrs Barnett had said, in the

fact that they were going to meet the winter. In thus drifting

towards the north they would soon encounter those ice-cold waters,

which would consolidate and strengthen the foundations of the

island. But if the danger of behig swallowed up by the waves was
decreased, would not the unfortunate colonists have an immense
distance to traverse to cet back from these remote northern reo-lons ?

Had the boat been finished, Lieutenant Ilobson would not have

ih mir\
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h^itutca to culmrk tho wlu.lc party i,. it. but in npite of tl.o ..aluus

tixcM.c-Nal.s powers t(, tho utt.nuo.st t„ c.mstr,u:t a vessel
<.. wineh to fust tho hvcs of twenty persons in sueh a dan^rl

Uy the IGth September Vi.:toria Lsla.nl was between sovontvthree am e.,hty „. le.s north of tho spot where its course haitarrested or a few days i.tween the Uehrin, an.l Ivan.tehatI 1icnts. Ihere were now. however, n.any si^ns „f the appro;^ f^v.nter. Snow tell ne.p.ently and in lar^e Hakes. The , .

mcreury lell gradually. The n.ean ten.pe.ature was still 1 r F .

l.c.t .lur.ng the day but ut night it fell to ;J2«. Tho sun desc 1un extreu,e
ly lengthened curve ab.>ve the hori.ou, not risin^," ,

At last, on tho night of the IGth Septen^ber, the first si^ns ofCO appeared upon the .ea in the .shape of .small isolated e^lta
1.0 snow, winch stan.ed the clear surface of the water. As w..otced by the fanu,us explorer Sooresby, these crystals inunately eahned the waves, like tho oil which .sailors pour upon to•M-a to produce a nion.entary cessation of its agitation Th !«orysta s showed a tendency to weld then.selves t^^ether but

"
were broken and separated by the n.otion of the ^v.t L1 .',they had conibnicd to any extent.

ir..bson watched the appearance of the " young ice "
witli extreme^^^. 1 e knew that twenty-fVn.r hours w.mld sulTlee

"
tlie ico-crust two or three inciter H.;,.!- .f , •

1 ,

i-uii-o IJlLUeS iniCK, StrOU"" enOIKrli in f.w>f +b.. the weight of a n.an. He therefe^e ox^; d t. "v^J:Island won la shortly l^ arrested in its course to the north.Lut ho day undul tlie work of the night, and if the speed of the^hu d slackened durn,g the darkness inconsequence of the obstacieu Its path, they were ren.oved in the next {welve hours, a die.shuKl was carr.e rapidly along again by the powerful cun'e^
he distance from the northern regions became daily less andnothnig could be done to lessen the evil

'

_

At the autumnal equinox on the 21st"of September the dav indmght were ot equal length, and from that date tho ni^l I al;
'

became longer and longer. The waiter was coming at laS bu
"^

^lul not set m rapidly or with any ri-vour Victori-. IaLTnow nearly a degree i^^rther north tL Uie ^evel;^;^^ IZ
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<m this L>l.st 8..i>to.nl„.r, a rotati,,,. motion was for tl.o first ti,,,.

J.nagino tlu, unxi-ty of the unfortunate Lieutenant. The seor.t

iMiurc to tie least ('cars If if, 1,1 i\t .\ ,
J > ^ j

Unfortunately the rotation appcarod to ho accomnn.n.l v
iricrca.se of spml Fr,„n tl.nf ,l f

,,.''*. ''"'^^^"'"P'^'''^'' by an
' I loni that date Victoria Is and driOo,! .,( +i

•Impair, f.,r it .a,, „.,t i!! „,:"„:",!.'
a,"! 1:; ;:'/:,: ::•; 'i

At iast tlK! t,.„i|,i.rat,„r<! Lc-aii tii fall still lower SlK.iv foil »lo„t;My cm tl.o ':u a,„l ».,ti. Sc,„o,„bc, „„d i„crc so, L •£'

;

f the cat,,,., of ,ce o„ the sea. 0,ad„ally the vast ice- eU wa!..n„od o„ cve,y s,,le, the isla„d i„ its adv.Le c„„ti, . all' bmHIt ui>, b„t each day it beea.ne firmer a„d better able to re [

as far astheeje eould roach, a„d o„ Septe„,l>er 27th who,, theboar„,gs we,o fake, it was lo„nd that Victoria Is a, d had ,1
...oved s,„ee the day before. It was i„„.ris„„ed , a st ct«ed't was m„t,o„ess ,„ l„„,,it„,|e 177- 22', a„d latitude 77 57...ore tha„ s,. h„„d,.ed miles fro,„ a„y co„ti„e„t

~



CHAPTEll XT.

A COmiUNICATION FROM LIEUTENANT HOBSON.

1^ '^^^^'T f' 'f
''''''''' To use Sergeant Long's expression,

,

-- — '-'-' 6^'"' i- -Li^Jiig s expression,

f^^j
^«^"d_liad ''cast anchor," and was as stationary aW^ ^^^lenthe istlnnus connected it with the mainland. But

IX hundred nnles now separated it from inhabited countries, six

r^T-
•«";•'

z ' rf'
^"^^^ *^ '^ ^^-^^--^^ - ^^-^s- --««

w^, i n ""'^"'V^,*.^^^
«^^' --"g«t tlie icebergs which the coldAvould bui d up, m the bitterest months of the Arctic winter.

It would be a fearful undertaking, but hesitation was impossible.The winter for which Lieutenant Hobson had so ardently longedhad come at last, and arrested the fatal march of the islnnd to'the
north. It would throw a bridge six hundred miles long from their
esolate home to the continents on the south, and the n.w chanc sof safe y must not be neglected, every effort must be made to resto ethe^colonists, so long lost in the hyperborean regions, to their

As Hobson explained to his companions, it would be mndness tolinger til the spring should again thaw the ice, which would 1 toabandon themselves once more to the capricious Behring currentsThey must wait until the sea was quite firmly fro.en over which ai^je most would be in another three or four weeks. Meai'i.;;! 1
,^'

Lieutenant proposed makiug frequent excursions on the ice-fieldenc .cling the island, in order to ascertain its thickness, its suita-bihty for the passage of sledges, and the best route to take across
It so as to reach the shores of Asia or America

'• Of course," observed Hobson to Mrs Barnett and Sergeant Lon^we would all rather make for Russian America than Asia iitchoice IS open to us."
'

" Kalumah will be very useful to us," said Mrs Barnett -for as

Alatk!"
"^^ ^" '^'"'"'^^'^^ '^'^"^"^'^^ ^^*1^ '^'^ ^^^^ole of

" Yes, indeed," replied Ilubson, "her arrival was most fortunate
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me„rof Fortfr f 1"' T?
'^''" ^' ""^"^ '-^^^^ *« g^* to the settle-ment of Fort Michael on Norton Sound, perhaps even to New ArchangeU good deal farther south, .here weJ pass the rlTotthe

w ''f
^^ abandoning it on this island. It has been built

Dcen so adm rably arranged by you, Lieutenant
! I feel as if mvheart would break when we leave it finally " ^

" You will not suffer more than I shall, madam," replied Tlobsonand perhaps not so much. It is the chief work of my life t^evoted all my powers to the foundation of Fort Hope, so /n fc. .

And AMat ^MI1 the Company say wliich confided this task to me forafter all I am but its humble agent." • '
''' "'®' ^^^^

''It will say,'' cried Mrs Barnett witli enthusiasm, "itwillsivthatyou have done your duty, that you are not respo sible f thecaprices o nature, which is ever more powerful than man. It w 1nnders and that you could not foresee what has happened, for i a
beyond the penetration of the most far-sighted man Lid 1 wi 1 1, ow

"Thank you, madam," replied the Lieutenant, pressing MrsHarnett
s
hand, ''thank you for your warm-hearted words lut Ihave had some experience of men, and I know that succ 1 is ahv vsadn^red and failure condemned. Eut the will of Hren be

Sergeant Long, anxious to turn the Lieutenant from his mehnclioly thoughts, now began to talk about the pren-irnt ons for tJapproaching departure, and asked if it was 110^^^^:comrades the truth.
"'"

tl,„"
^"

'f,r" " '""" '""='''•'" '"1"'"'^ H"b™n- "We have saved

Jt :„'L"?f:;:\tSflit
""'"'' °-"^'^«"- -^ '-^ ^--^

thef;:„ !?M::k™!t^r:^ t.
°°'™'-* ^ ^^ »i-». -''en

iiessl
° '" "" '"""' "' ^my uaconscious-
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A year ago the first svm|)toii^7!^rti^7~i]
~

'

m-n a, they were „.„v.'^ lie "yo 't i ?
"""*"" '''""'

"fl-'""^'.
"loLg the coast. TJ,e la-oon its

" f \
™' S™"" "''">' '»»"«

," thesea,„as,he«rstt„"f:;r„r°% !'? ""'"''^ "'»" "'"-
"bout o,io or two de.'rees abovp f,

'>.-nii.ciature remaiiiej
«o three or four degrees btilT't;!'';";" Ir t"^

"-'>•' •"'" f^"'
I"3 ...en ass,„„e t!,eir winter garm „ , f"'

""''"" "«"" "k
d«o„bed. TJ,e condensers were " ai'n 'V'""""""

'""' '"'^ "'"'"''^
a-r vessel and air-p„„,ps wl el !Z '

,

"" '""""' ""^ ''""-. tl-"
«'e palisades on different n, fa ofo 1

!,"•"'«""<= »=' ™"..<i
&b".o got plenty „f game "„d fiL^i ' ?,

,'"*'' "'"' M"*" •""l

«-. at the i.le'ti,:;™,;"':;:^;,'"'",'''^™'^ '-"- -^'i'
d.fforenee in the state of the emnerat, ' .,

'°™ ™ '" '"'-iWe
''otweeu the seventieth and sevLtJr ,

" f'^<^'
«. the distance

-..gh to affect the mean heil77; ? [Ij*'""'" '^ >>' S™'
"noii<r|i to -iffert ti

seventy-seeond paralle'o' to allect the mean heif-ht of tl,„ tl,
"

S'>-"'
"fry, .t really seemed to be l«s co , ,

"'""'»-"ot. •; on the con-
-"'» before. Perhaps, .cte. th

" ''","" ''»""""'« "^ "-

The weatlL ts ^ d™,.'.'"?? f,"
" ^"""^ ^ '-' '"-

Jharged with v.ap„„r/wl
' fclf 111

""""'*°'-^ "- »'-'3
L>o«tenant Hobson's

' opi^^ 't t";™ °°" "^ ^""^'- I"
"'""'gl:.

'
' "' '"•''' >' was not nearly eold

or™ tirot::!:" r •V't'""",'/';'
'™=' -"- >• ^ -„iar

Jhowed that the idc e lerf tT
7'"^'',

f'"''^'
1-re and T e e

loud resonant noises werC ,°ta r'l"
'^/™""'^<' '"««"-•

brealcng of the ice-field wl,e ,^ ^- "''' P^d-eed by the

-fed edges of the bWh'c mtn'ru "'

t
"

*"° ''"''"'-".^

no ice wall as yett:fi:l'hZ^ "•''' ''^ ""^ ^^^^^

Sergeant Lo„gag.ai„ am a,.ai„ fci it
^^"'"' ''"'"'"

'^'l-e"'"'

- -„ -,eraturerLt::;X''3^^''^^^^^^^^^^^^ -'
d it 13
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M season were ajii^earinir,

I

_

was gradually iovmiilr
^eing quieter than those
li'; temperature remained
«"'t i" the day, and fell
{it- Ifobson again made
"•en vests and furs before
"P inside the house, the

'e traps were set round
^ithur..t, and Marbrc and
last touclies were given

3 degrees fartJier north
there was no sensible
ibe fact is, the distance
parallels is not great

mometcr; on the con-
t the beginning of tJie

because the colonists •

abruptly as last time.
nosi)here was ahvaj-s
nn now as snow. I,,

was not nearly cold

'
^'^t not in a regular

Itches liere and there
' cemented together.

^, produced by the
Ited the imperfectlv
rherewas no rapid
3 generally seen in
«' and scattered, and

for the ex{)Iorers of
ortli Pole," repeated
unfavourable for us
our own land !

"

'on announced that
ilirenheit, and it is
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deer, wolves, &c., id.t';;° "'?"'''

'''f

f"™'! a„i,„,I., ,,,„.
cros., tLe sea, but tl,ev eon I, ,11 t H

""' '""' " '^"=" I'-'-'^i'''" t

"otu,,IIy within m„sket-ra, 'e of
" "^ '"•'"• '^'''" ^'"'"^ e,,n,e

".d poiarh^e, „.Meh w::ft,:i' iX"" rT-^'""
»-'»»

hanng neitlier moss n„r l,,.,.b, ,„,
^ ,

'

^'"e fMi"--iI,«l reindeer

Care Bathnrstin herds. A , t,,v .J
'

"J
'"•""""' "'"" "•"""

Mrs Barnott and K«lun,aL M^t ,o'yt ^'-.'^ ,'

''f
° """ '" "'-•"

l;assed to and f„, amongst the trees^f tl
," °"'""""'°' "'"•>'

the lagoon, and the presenee of ,,
" "'"'"''' °" "'o ''""^"^ "f

rnminants, wl.ioh re„„i,-e ^e^el
", """""'''' "^^'"^^ "' *!'»

ffight was imi,ossible
"'='"'"«ly vegetable diet, proved that

"»d'Lt:,t;!,,d ™t,!:;?™™,fr/™f.od a' f.oe.i„g „„„,,
the year before, it Lad al," dy^- "om";' 1 "'°, ^'""" ''"'"

l.rovn,g how nneqnally „oId i.f dist b t^d i
» " "" ";"°"' ^^'"'

regions.
"'siiioutid m the caprieiims Polar

The colonists therefore did not «„«•.
to the house at all. It t" hou

"'^'' '"^ ^'^''^ ""* ^<>»fined

^nixed ^vith snow fell constantly -^.T^y' 77- '^'"'''^' "^*^''^^' ^^^i'^

P-d that the ^^t.osphere:l^;i:::t,^:^^-^;;;^the haro.eter

Ihroughout October tliA T ,•

»''" "^"^ M^our.

excu.ions to nscertain^tte^^^te I'M
'""?, ^^^ '"->"

chiy they went to Cape Mich-iel nnnn T 7 ' ^^^ «ffi".q
; one

Walruses' Bay, anxious t^^^st it"^M !
^'^

^'f
^^ ^^^ ^in-

continent of America or Asia o i/; ^ V'"''^^^'
^' ''''' *" t^^e

off.
''"' "" ^^ ^^'« «tart would have to be put

But the surface of the ifP fl^i i

water, and in some parts ridd ed wkh'i^r ]

""""1"^ '"^'^ ^^"'^^'^'^ ^^
J^ave been impassable for sled^s t/

'

'':f

^'^^ ^^'""'^ ^^''^'^^"^y

scarcely safe for a single tra lit to venr"" " '' '' "^^^^'^ ^-
half-solid masses. It ^as easy to see thtX 7ul '!", '^^'-^^^^"^^'

severe nor equally maintained for tl

'^'^ ^''"^ ^^^" "^'t^^r
Nation of sharp poits, or:;:;!;, p -I^! '^l^T' '^ ^" •^^^"'""-

^^'e^-ety,..eanaggrega^i,,,3LS:f^--
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a glacier tlian a " field," and oven if it had been practicable, walkin-'
on it would liavo been lory tiring.

°

IFobson and Long managed with great difTicnlty to scramble over
a mile or two towanls the south, but at the expense of a vast
amount of time, so that they were cmi.clled to admit that they
must wait some time yet, and they returned to Fort IIopo dis-
appointed and disheartened.

TJie first d;iysof November came, and the te.,
;

; i ^ fell a little
but only a very few degrees, which was not nea; ..gh. Victoria
Island was wrapped in damp fogs, and the lamps h.u'i to bo lit d.:rin-
the dny. It was necessary, liowever, to economise the oil as much -.s
possible, .-.s the sui.ply was running siu.rfc. No fresh stores liad been
brought by Captain Craventy's promised conv.^', and there were
no more walruses to be hunted. Should the d'arlc winter be pro-
longed, the colonists would be compcilled to have recourse to the
fat of animals, pcrhnpa even to the resin of Ihc fi,s, to get a little
light. The days were already very shore, and the pale disc of the
sun, yielding no warmth, and deprived ..f all its brightness, only
appeared aln.ve the horizon for a few hours at a time. Ves wi,iter
had come with its mists, its rain, and its snow, but witliout the
long- desired cold.

On the 11th November something of a fvte. was held at Fort
Tfope. .A[rs Joliffo served up a few extras at dinner, for it was the
anniversary of the birth of little Michael Mac-Nab. He was now
a year old, and was the delight of everybody. ][o Imd lar-e blue
eyes and fair curly hair, like his father, the head carpenter who
was very proud of the resemblance. At dessert the baby was
solemnly weighed. It was worth something to sec him struc^^din-
111 the scales, and to hear his astonished cries ! He actually weV^rhed
thirty-four pounds! The announcement of this wonderful weight
was greeted with loud cheers, and ]\Irs xMac-Nab was cono-ratubited
by everybody on her fine boy. Why Corporal JolifTe feft that he
ought to share the compliments it is difficult to imagine, unless it
was as a kind of foster-father or nurse to the baby. °lle had car-
ried the child about, dandled and rocked hiin so often, that he felt
he had something to do with his specific weight

!

The next day, November 12th, the sun dkl not appear above the
horizon. The long Polar night was beginning nine days sooner
than It had done the year before, in consequence of the difference
in the latitude of Victoria Island then and now.
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Id did
;

"
:

?'""' """™''"' """' ""'" '"'" """I ™ -ft.

pohith.'"'"^,''""""''"" "f™ veered r„„ndt„ ever;

..i.ui„ed, ti,o r;v;°,,: ':;,;;:;'
-/-i' »t„.k „,.d be„,.

ti,n.. f T .1
* ovcrLikcn by tlio thaw on the ice-field ..,ultl.o^^e o.. ,f t„ey .started at all it n.ust ]>e at the end ,.f Ncnt bell.e journey would have been difficult enou-^h even if thetol ^boon rendered .olid everywhere by a severelyZ and r 1uncertain weather it was a n.ost seriouH n,atter

' '" *''"

Un the 13th November, Hobson ISfrs ir.rnnff t ., r,

...et t., decide ,.„ the d.y „J dep.^ ^f"t1 :s^1^ ,
1" f

""""'

<l.;.' ;i.cy „„„„t to leave the i,,.,d .s .„„„ ':;^^:'
"' "^"^

<5e,^:^J;:::t,:rri'::;::,,:;;':;;r---rr^
ihe cent ncnt before iAr^irol, nn „, i

^" *" '^°''^^^'

...» « ...u .er;r;es::,nri^ -:'::;

.^

;E„t," .aid Mr. Bamett, "ia the sea firm e„„„gh for „s to eross

" I thi„lc it is," said Long, " ,,„d the ice gets tl,icl<er every da-The barometer, to,, „ g,ad„ally rising, „„d ..y,,,^ .i,„co„rZn A'.....s are eo,,,„Ictcd, ,vj,ich ,vill be in abont another wee] I tU i

'

I l.<.J.e that the .eally cold weather will have set in
» '

Ihe winter l.as l,eg„„ very bully," said Robson, "
in fact everyth,.,g seems to combine against „s. St,ar,.c seasons 1 "ve Ift™been exrcnenccd on these seas

; I have heard of whal s b nMb
ev"::^:," :,;r ^"-^

''-t f ^ ^-'^ -' --•-«!:!:ej „n„l,| no. have „aii an inch of water beneath their keelsIn my op,„ton there >s not .a day to be lost, and I cannot snfflciently
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rogret tlut the ordinary tcinpcraturo of these regions docs not as.sist

"It will later," said Mrs Harnett, -and wo nu.st be ready t..take advantage of every elianee in our favour. When do y..u pro-
pose startuig, J^ientenant?" '

- At the end of Novend.er at the latest," rrjdied Hubs„n, "
l>„t

It MI a week }ien<.. „nr preparations arc finished, and the route
.•ipp<'''i''-^ practicabh', wc will start then."

inst.-n,t'^

well," said Long, -we will get ready without losing an

''TheV\said Mrs llarnett, "you will now tell onr eon.panions
<)1 tlie situation m whieh they are placed ?

"

" Yes, madam, the moment to speak and the time for action have
alike arrived.'

" And when do you jiroposc enlightening them ?"
"At onee. Sergeant Lon^i^," he added, turning to his sulx.rdinate

wlu, at once drew himself up in a military attitude, "call all yourmem togetlier in the lai-e room to receive a communication "

Sergeant Long touched his cap, and turning on his heel left theroom without a word.

For s.)me minutes Mrs Larnett and llobson were left alone, but
iieitlier of them .s])()ke.

The Sergeant quickly returned, and told Ilobson that his orderswere executed.

The Lieutenant and the lady at once went into the large roomAH the members of the colony, men and women, were assembled in
tiie dimly lighted room.

Ilobson came forward, and standing in the centre of the group
said very gravely

—

^ ^'

" My friends, vmtil to-day I Imve felt it my duty, in order to
spare you useless anxiety, to conceal from you the situation of our
tort An earthquake separated us from the continent. Car.e
Eathurst has broken away from the mainland. Our peninsula i. butan island of ice, a wandering island "

At this moment Marbre stepped for«'ard, and said quietlv"Ue knew it, sir I"
"

'
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CHAPTER XII.

^ CHANCE TO BE TRIED.

^Vf.^ll'"'/;T'f
'""''' ^'"'"^ '* *''""

•
^'"^ ^'"^* tJ'«y '"i?l»fc ""fc

1^^
add t„ tl.c care3 of their cl.ief, they hud pretended to know

^Z will.
;;"''

"
f
"",''' ^"'^^ '^* '^'^ Fcparations for theM inter witli the same zeal as the year before

to
!!!''' f,^'""''r ^^"^'A^"

J^"^'«""'« «y««. nnd he made no attempt

it iriiirowt"'
"""" ''"'"' "'^'^^^'^'^ ^^^"'^' ^^ i^--i

hefilmg of the reindeer trap with salt water, the non-arri^alof
he detachment fn.m Fort llelianee, the observations of latitude nclongitude taken every day, which wouhl have been useless on figround the precautions observed by Hobson to prevent any oneseeing him take the bearings, the fact of the anunL ren.aining on
e island after winter had set in, and the change in the posith^i of

t e cardina points during the last few days, which they hlul noticed

lot Hope lie arrival of Kalumah had puzzled them, but theyhad conduced that she had been thrown upon the island in thestorm, and they were right, as we are aware
Marbre, upon whom the truth had first dawned, confided his

suspicions to MacNab the carpenter and Ilae the blacksmith. All
.hree faced the situation calmly enough, and agreed that theyou^ht
to tell their comrades and wives, but decided to let the Lieutenant
think they knew nothing, and to obey him without question as

" You are indeed brave fellows, my friends," exclaimed Mrs

" Our Lieutenant may depend upon us," said Mac-Nak "he has
diaie his duty, and we will do ours."

I
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" I know you will, dear coninidus," said Hobson, " and if only
Iloavon will heli) und not forsako us, we will help ouraolves "

The Lioutenunt then related all that had happened since tho
tune wlicn the earthquake broke the istlumis, and converted tho
districts round Cape JJathurst into an island. He told how, when
the seu became free from ico iu the si.ring, the new island had been
drifted more than two hundred miles away from the coast by an
unkiH.wn current, how the hurricane had driven it back within
«iyht oi land, how it had again been carried away in the ni-ht of tho
•ilst August, and, lastly, how Kaluniah had bravely risked her life
to come to the aid of her Euroj^ean friends. Then he enumerated
thocliangos the island had undergone, explainh.g how vlie warmer
waters had worn it away, and his fear that it might be carried to
the Pacific, or seized by the Kamtchatka Current, concludin.' his
narrative by stating that the wandering island had iinally stopped ou
the 27th of last September.

The chart of the Arctic seas was then brought, and Hobson
pointed out the position occupied by the island—six hundred miles
from all land.

He ended by saying that the situation was extremely dangerous
that tho island would inevitably be crushed when the ice brole up[
and that, before having recourse to the boat—which could not bo
used until the next sum.uer—they must try to get back to the
American continent by crossing the ice-field.

" We shall have six hundred miles to go in the cold and darkness
of tlie Polar night. It will be hard work, my friends, but you know
as well as I do that there can be no shrinking from the task."

" When you give the signal to start, Lieutenant, we will follow
you," said Mac-Xab.

All being of one mind, the preparations for departure were from
that dot'^ r-.pidly pushed forward. The men bravely faced the fact
that they would have six hundred miles to travel under very trying
circumstances. Sergeant Long superintended the works, whilst
Hobson, the two hunters, and :\[rs ]]arnett, often went to test the firm-
ness of the ice-field. Kalumah frequently accompanied them, and
her remarks, founded on experience, might possibly be of great use
to the Lieutenant. Unless they were presented they were to start
on the 20th November, and there was not a moment to lose.
As Hobson had foreseen, the wind having risen, the temperature

fell slightly, and the coluum of mercury marked 24" Fahrenheit.
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^n7a.^^"\T
^''^''^"'", '^''^^^'^""^^'' ^«^'--l the rain of the precod-

td S.eUt rV'TSf'^'"/''
"'^'^ "'^^^ ''^"'^ "'^"'^^'^'-^ -»l^l bo

-tly filled vvuh ico and snow; but it nuust not bo'forgott thcahucr waters fro.o more quickly than those of the open la^vh ch were not yet in a satisfactory condition.
^ '

lliewu.dcoMti.n.ed to blow almost incessantly, and with considerable violence, but the motion of .vaves interfer 1 ith hjregular fonnat.on and consolidation of the ice. Lar. 1 f tvtecKxmrred ere and there between the pieces of ice, .uu/^ t : ^1sibJe to attempt to cress it.
i^n'oa

to Lcute,, „t H„|«>,„, „ tlicy ,vc,e exploring tlio south of tiio
» and togcLor on tl.o 10th Novon.bor, " tl.o tc,n„„at„« i b co
:ns lower and lower, ,„,d thee Ik,uld »,,a, =,, will .o„„ freeze ovt.r

»
I think yon are right, n.adam," replied Hobson, " but the wayjn^ueheywm freeze over will not he ve^ fa;.ourab,e ^ ^ ^llans. 1 e p.eecs of lee are small, and their ja,ged ed^-os ,vill.tlekupalover the surface, n.aUug it very rouglC;, thaU

lut, .e.snned.Mrs Bar„ett,"if I am not mistaken, a heavy
all of snow, lastu.g a few days or even a few hou«, would sutticeto level the entire surface !

"

y ^ auuieo

-Yes, yes," replied Ilobson, « but if snow should fall, it willb because the temperature has ri.en
; and if it rises, the ice-field.dl break up again, so that either contingency will be against

'' It really would be a strange freak of fortune if we should
expedience a temperate instead of an Arctic winter in the midst othe Polar Sea !

" observed Mrs Barnett.
" It has happened before, madam, it has happened before Letme remind y.ni of the great severity of last cold season ; now'it hasbeen noticed that two long bitter whiters seldom succeed each otherand the whalers of the northern seas know it well. A bitter ^^"e;-hen we should have been glad of a mild one, and a mild oneAvhen we so sorely need the reverse. It must be owned, we havebeen strangely unfortunate thus far ! And when I think of sixhundred miles to cross with women and a child i

"

And Hobson pointed to the vast white plain, wi!th stran^^e irre-
gular markings like guipure work, stretching away into the Infinite
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distance. Sad and desolate enough it looked, the imperfectly frozen
surface cracking every now and then with an ominous sound A
pale moon, its light half quenched in the damp mists, rose but a few
degrees above the gloomy horizon and shot a few faint beams upon
the melancholy scene. The half-darkness and the refraction com-
bined doubled the size of every object. Icebergs of moderate
height assumed gigantic proportions, and were in some cases dis-
tor ed into the forms of fabulous monsters. Birds passed overhead
with loud flapping of wings, and in consequence of this optical
Illusion the smallest of them appeared as large as a condor or a vul-
ture. In tne midst of the icebergs yawned apparently huge black
tunnels, into which the boldest man would scarcely dare to venture
and now and then sudden convulsions took place, as the icebergs'
Avoni away at the base, heeled over with a crash, the sonorous echo'es
taking up the sounds and carrying tl^em alor.g. The rapid changes
resembled the transformation scenes of fairyland, and terrible indeed
must all those phenomena have appeared to the luckless colonists
wiio were about to venture across the ice-field !

In spite of her mural and physical courage Mrs Barnett could not
r-ouLrol an involuntary shudder. Soul and body alike 'shrunk from
the awful prospect, and she was tempted to shut her eyes and stoo
her ears that she might see and hear no more. When the moon
was for a moment veiled behind a heavy cloud, the gloom of the
J olar landscape became still more awe-inspiring, and before herimnds eye rose a vision of the caravan of men and women
struggling across these vast solitudes in the midst of hurricanes
snow-storms, avalanches, and in the thick darkness of the Arctic
night

!

Mrs Barnett, however, forced herself to look
; she wished to accus-

tom her eyes to these scenes, and to teach herself not to shrink from
facing their terrors. But as she gazed a cry suddenly burst from
her lips and seizing Hobson's hand, she pointed to a huge object
c)t Ill-defined dimensions, moving about in the uncertain light, scarcely
a hundred paces from where they stood.

It was a white monster of immense size, more than a hundred
teet high. It was pacing slowly along over the broken ice, bound-
ing from one piece to another, a.id beating the air witli irs
huge feet, between which it could have held ten large do-s at least
It, too, seemed to be seeking a practicable path across the ice—it
too, seemed anxious to fiy from the doomed island. The "*<» gave
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of whicli too long a rest had, to soino extent, deprived them, and
they were soon in a condition to make a long march.

The sledges were carefully examined and repaired. The ronfli

surface of the ice-field would give them many violent shocks, and
they were therefore thoroughly overhauled by Mac-Nab and his

men, the iimer framework and the curved fronts being carefully

repaired and strengthened.

Two large waggon sledges were built, one for the transport of

provisions, the other for the peltries. These were to be drawn by
the tamed reindeer, which had been well trained fi<r the service.

The peltries or furs were articles of luxury with which it was not

perhaps (piite i)rudent to burden the travellers, but llobson was

anxious to consider the interests of the C()mj)any as much as possible,

although he was resolved to abandon them, en route, if they harassed

or impeded his march. No fresh risk was run of injury <»f the furs,

for of ccnirse they would have been lost if left at the factory.

It was of course quite another matter with the provisions, of

which a good and plentiful sui)ply was absolutely necessary. It

was of no use to count on the product of the chase this time. As
soon as the passage of the ice-field became practicable, all the cdii-le

game would get on ahead and reach the mainland before the

caravan. One waggon sledge was therefore packed with salt meat,

corned beef, hare pat6s, dried fish, biscuits—the stock of which was
unfortunately getting low— aiul an ani[ile reserve of sorrel, scurvy-

grass, rum, spirits of wine, for making warm drinks, A:c. itc.

Hobson would have been glad to take some fuel with him, as he

would not meet with a tree, a shrub, or a bit of moss thnmLrhout

the march of six hundred miles, nor could he hope for pieces of

wreck or timber cast up by the st\i, but he did not dare to overload

his sledges with wood. Fortunately there was no lack of warm
comfortable garments, and in case of need they could draw upon
the reserve of })eltrics in the waggon.

Thomas Black, who since his misfortune had altogether retired

from the world, .shunning his companions, taking part in none of

the consultations, and remaining shut uj) in his own room, re-

appeared as soon as the day of departure was delinitrly fixed, r.ut

even then he attended to nothing but the sk which was to carry

his person, his instruments, and his registers. Always very silent, it

was now im[)ossible to get a word out of him. lie had forgotten

everything, even that he was a scientific man, and aince he had
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CHAPTER XIII.

ACJiOSS THE ICE-FIELD.

W\i^ ^^^^' °" *^^^ ""^ "^ November, the weather moderated. In

*-</>
^^'''^^ ^°^''^ the storm suddenly ceased. The wind veered

^^ round to the north, and the thermometer fell several
degrees. A few birds capable of a long-sustained flight took wing
and disappeared. There really seemed to be a likelihood that the
temperature was at last going to become what it ought to be at this
time of the year in such an elevated latitude. The colonists might
wei. regret that it was not now what it had been during the hist
cold seas(jn, when the column of mercury fell to 7:i° Tahrenheit
belov. zero.

Hobson determined no longer to delay leaving Victoria Island,
cand on the morning of the 2 2d the whole of the" little colony was
ready to leave the island, which was now firmly welded to the ice-
field, and by its means connected with the iVmerican continent, six
hundred miles away.

At half-past eleven a.m., Hobson gave the signal of dejiarture. The
sky was grey but clear, and lighted up from the horizon to the
zenith by a magnificent Aurora Borealis. The dogs were harnessed
to the sledges, and three couple of reindeer to the waggon sledges.
Silently they wended their way towards Cape :Michael, where they
would quit the island, properly so called, for the ice-field.

The caravan at first skirted along the wooded hill on the east of
Lake Barnett, but as they were rounding the corner all paused to
look round for the last time at Cape Bathurst, which they were
leaving never to return, A few snow-encrusted rafters stood out in
the light of the Aurora Borealis, a few white lines marked the
boundaries of the enceinte of the factory, a white mass here and
there, a few blue wreaths of smoke from the expiring fire never to
be rekindled ; this was all that could be scon of Fort IIoi)e, now
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not but fe.'ir that the vast ice-field was ir^ufficieiitly ccmentod, and
that there wouhl b" numerous rents in the surface wliich would
greatly inipodo his progress, and render communication with firm
gn.uiul very uncertain. Moreover, before he started, ho liad
observed tuat none of the animals had left the vicinity of the fort,

and they would certainly have sought a warmer climate had not tlicir

instinct warned them of obstacles in their Avay. Yet the Lieutenant
felt that he liad oidy done his duty in making this attempt to restore
his little colony to an inhabited land, be ^re the setting in of the
tliaw, and whether he succeeded or had to turn back he would have
no reason to reproach himself.

The next day, November 23d, the detachment could not even
advance ten miles towards the east, so great were the difficulties
met with. The ice-field was fearfully distorted, and here and
there many layers of ice were piled one upon another, doubtless
driven along by the irresistible force of the ice-wall into the vast
funnel of the Arctic Ocean. Hence a confusion of masses of ice,
which looked as if they had been suddenly dropped by a hand
incapable of holding them, and strewn about in every direction.

It was clear that a caravan of sledges, drawn by do^s and rein-
deer, could not possibly get over these blocks

; and it was equally
Clear that a i)atli could not bo cut through them with the hatchet or
ice-chisel. Some of the icebergs assumed extraordinary forms, and
there were groups which looked like towns falling into ruins. Some
towered three or four hundred feet above the level of the ice-field,

and were capped m ith tottering masses of d^hris, which the slightest
shake or shock or gust of wind would bring down in avalancluis.
The greatest precautions were, therefore, necessary in rounding

these ice-mountains, and orders were given not to speak above a
whisper, and not to excite the dogs by cracking the whips in these
dangerous passes.

Eut an immense amount of time was lost in looking for practicable
passages, and the travellers were worn out with fatigue, often going
ten miles round before they could advance one in the squired direc-
tion towards the east. The only comfort was that the ground still

remained firm beneath their feet.

On the 24th November, however, fresh obstacles arose, which
Hobson really feared, with considerable reason, would be insurmount-
able.

After getting over one wall of ice which rose some twenty miles
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from Victoria T.sliind, tlio i);irty found tlicmsclvoa on a much Ipbs

iiiululating ioo licld, the diirorcut portions of wliicli hud evidently

not hociu suKjc'ctod to any groat pressure. It wius elear that in con-

Heciucnco of the direction of the currents the influcnco of tlie masses
of [xirmaiient ice in the nortli had not horo hoen felt, and llobson

and liiK (loniradns soon found that tliia ice fiehl v/as intersectod

with wide and deep crevasses not yet fro/en over. The teinpcirature

here was conii)aratively warm, and the tliormomoter maintained a

moan lieight of more than 3^ Kulirenlicit. Salt water, as is

well known, does not freeze so readily as fresh, but recpiircs several

degrees of cold below freezing point before it becomes solidified, and
the sea was therefore still litpud. All the ieebovgs and lioes here had
come from latitudes farther north, and, if we may so express it,

lived upon the cold they hud brought with them, 'i'lie whole of

the southern [)ortion of the Arctic (kean was most imperfectly

frozen, and a warm rain was falling, which luistoned the dissolution

of what ice there was.

On the 2'lth November tlie advance of the travellers was abso-

lutely arrested by a crevasse full of rough water strewn with small

icicles—a crevasse not more than a hundred feet wide, it is true, but
jirobably many mil';s long.

I\)r two whole liours the party skirted along the western edge of

this gap, in the h()[ie of coming to the end of it and getting to the

other side, so as to resume their march to the cast, but it was
all in vain, they were obliged to give it up and encamp on the wrong
side.

Hobson and Long, however, proceeded for another quarter of a

mile along the interminable crevasse, mentally cursing the mildness

of the winter which had brought them into such a strait.

" We must pass somehow," said Long, " for we can't stay where

wc arc."

" Yes, yes," replied the Lieutenant, " and we shall pass it, cither by
going up to the north, or down to the south, it must end somewhere.

But after we have got round this we shall come to others, and so

it will go on perhaps for hundred of miles, as long as this uncertain

and most unfortunate weather continues !

"

" Well, Lieutenant, we nmst ascertain the truth once for all before

we resume our journey," said the Sergeant.

" We must indeed, Sergeant," replied llobson firmly, " or we
shall run a risk of not having crossed half the distance between us
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and America after travelling five or oix hundred miles out of our
way. Yes, before going farther, I must make quite sure of the
state of the ice-field, and that is Avhat I am about to do."

And without another word Hobson stripped himself, plunged
into the half-frozen water, and being a powerfid swininier a few
strokes soon brought him to the other side of the crevasse, when he
disappeared amongst the icebergs.

A few hours later the Lieutenant reached the encampment, to
which Long had already returned, in an exhausted condition. He
took Mrs Barnett and the Sergeant aside, and told them that the
ice-field was impracticable, adding

—

" Perhaps one man on foot without a sledge or any encumbrances
might get across, but for a caravan it is impossible. The
crevasses increase towards the east, and a boat would really be
of more use than a sledge if we wish to reach the American
coast."

" Well," said Long, " if one man could cross, ought not one of
us to attempt it, and go and seek assistance for the rest."

" I til ought of trying it myself," replied Hobson.
" You, Lieutenant !

"

" You, sir !
" cried Mrs Barnett and Long in one breath.

These two exclamations showed Hobson how unexpected and
inopportune his proposal appeared. How could he, the ciiief of the
expedition, think of deserting those confided to him, even although
it was in their interests and at great risk to himself. It was quite
impossible, and the Lieutenant did not insist upon it.

" Yes,'"' he said, "I understand how it appears to j^ou, my friends,

and I will not abandon you. It W(mld, indeed, be quite useless
for any one to attempt the passage ; he would not succeed, he would
fall by the way, and find a watery grave when the thaw sets in.

And even suppose ho reached New Archangel, how could he come
to our rescue I Would he charter a vessel to seek for us % Su})pose
he did, it could not start until after the thaw. And who can tell

where the currents will then have taken Victoria Island, either yet
farther north or to the Behring )Sea !

" Yes, Lieutenant, you are right," replied Long ;
" let ns remain

together, and if Ave are to be saved in a boat, there is Mac-Nab's
on Victoria Island, and for it at least we shall not have to wait !

"

Mrs Barnett had listened without saying a word, but she under-
stood that tlie ice-fielJ being impassable, they had now nothin<^ to
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CHAPTER XIV.

THE WINTER MONTHS.

^^HE party did not arrive at Fort Hope until the 28th, after

W^^ ^ most arduous journey. They had now nothing to depend

^i^^ on but the boat, and that they could not use until the

sea was open, which would not be for six months.

Preparations for another winter were therefore made. The

sledges were unloaded, the provisions put back in the pantry, and

,he clothes, arms, furs, itc, in the magazines. The dogs returned

to their dog-house, and the reindeer to their stable.

Great was the despair of Thomas Black at this return to seclu-

sion. The poor astronomer carried his instruments, his books, and

his MSS. back to his room, and more angry than ever wi^.h " the

evil fate which pursued him," he held himself aloof from every-

thing which went on in the factory.

All were again settled at their usual winter avocations the day

after their arrival, and the monotonous winter life once more com-

menced. Needlework, mending the clothes, taking care of the furs,

some of which might yet be saved, the observation of the weather,

the exaniinati(m of the ice-field, and reading aloud, were the daily

t)CCupations. ^Irs Barnett was, as before, the leader in everything,

and her influence was everywhere felt. If, as sometimes hapi)ened,

now that all were uneasy about the future, a slight disagreement

occurred between any of the soldiers, a few words from Mrs Barnett

soon set matters straight, for she had acquired wonderful power

over the little world in which she moved, and she always used it

for the good of the community,

Kalumah had become a great favourite with everybody, for she

was always pleasant and obliging. Mrs Barnett had undertaken

her education, and she got on quickly, for she was both intelligent

and eager to learn. She improved her English speaking, and also

taught her to read and write in that language. There were, however.
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twelve masters for Knlumah, all eager to assist in this branch of
her education, as the soldiers had all been taught reading, writin"
and arithmetic either in England or in English colonics

The building of the boat proceeded rapidly, and it was to bo
planked and decked before the end of the month. lilac-Nab and
sorne of his men worked hard in the darkness outside, with no light
but the flames of burning resin, whilst others were busy makin- the
rigging m the magazines of the factory. Although the season was
now far advanced, the weather still remained very undecided. The
cold was sometimes intense, but owing to the prevalence of west
winds it never lasted long.

Thus passed the whole of December, rain and intermittent falls
of snmv succeeded each other, the temperature meanwhile varying
from 20 to 34° Fahrenheit. The consumpti,>n of fuel was moderate"
altlimigli there was no need to economise it, the reserves beinii
considerable. It was otherwise with the oil, upon which they
dei,ended for light, for the stock was getting so low that the
Lieutenant could at last only allow the lamps to be lit for a few
hours every day. He tried using reindeer fat for lighting the house
but the smell of it was so unbearable that every one preferred bein.'m the dark. All work had of course to be given up for the time^
and very tedious did the long dark hours ai)i)ear.
Some Aurorjo Borealis and two or three lunar halos appeared at

full moon, and Thomas Illack might now have minutely observed all
these phenomenon, and have made precise calculations on tlieir inten-
sity, their coloration, connection with the electric state of the atmo-
sphere, and their influence upon the imignetic needle, &c. IJut the
astronomer did not even leave his room. His spirit was eom])leteIv
crushed. ^

On the 30th December the light of the moon revealed a long
circular line of icebergs shutting in the horizon on the north and
east of Victoria Island. This was the ice-wall, the frozen masses of
which were piled up to a height of some three or four hundred
feet. Two-thirds of the island were hemmed in by this mi<dity
barrier, and it seemed probable that the blockade would bec°ome
yet more ecmplete.

Tlie sky was clear for the first week of January. The new year
1801, opened with very cold weather, and the column of mercury
fell to 8" I'uhienheit. It was the lowest temperature that had yet
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been experienced in this singular winter, although it was anything
but low for such a liigli latitude.

°

The Lic'itcuant felt it his duty once more to take the latitude
and ongitude of the island by means of stellar observations, and
lound that its position had not changed at all

About this time, in spite of all Uieir ecom^my, the oil seemed
ikcly to fail altogether. The sun would not appear above the
horizon before early in February, so that there was a month to wait
during winch there was a danger of the colonists havin- to renvunm complete darkness. Tlianks to the -oung Escp.imaux, however
a fresh supply of oil for the lamps was obi.dned.
On the 3rd January Kalumah walked to Cape Batlmrst t<^

examine the state of the ice. K\\ along the south of the island
the ice-field was very compact, the icicles of which it was com
posed were more firmly welded together, there were no liquid s.wces
between them, and the surface of the lloe, thougli rou"], was per
fectly firm everywhere. This was no doubt caused by'the pressure
of the chain of icebergs on the horizon, which drove the ice towards
the north, and squeezed it against the island.

Although she saw no crevasses or rents, the young native noticed
many circular holes neatly cut in the ice, the use of which she knew
perfectly well. They were the holes kept open by seals inq,risoncd
beneath the sohd crust of ice, and by which they came to the surface
to breathe and look for mosses under the snow on the co.ist.

Kalumah knew that in the winter bears will crouch patiently near
these holes, and watciiing for the moment when the seal conies out
of the water, they rush upon it, hug it to death in their paws and
carry it off. She knew, too, that the Escpiimaux, not less patient
than the bears, also watch for the appearance of these ajiimals and
throwing a running noose over their heads when they push then'i up
drag them to the surface.

'

What bears and Esquimaux could do might certainlv also be done
by skilful hunters, and Kahimah hastened back to the fort to tell
the Lieutenant of what she had seen, feeling sure that where these
holes were seals were not far otl".

Hobson sent for tlie hunters, and the young native described to
them the way in which the Esquinuiux capture these animals in the
winter, and begged them to try.

She had not finished speaking before Sabine had a strong rope
With a running noose ready in liis hand, and accompanied by Hobson,
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" Marbre flung his running noose skilfully, " &c. —Paiji' 2(i9.
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Mrs L;trne
,
Ivalnmah, and two or tliroe soldiers, the l.unters

Lurried o Cape Latlnuvst, and w]ul«t the women remained on the
beaeh, he nien made their way to the lu.Ies pointed out by

Idn '.7^
; i-n

"", T ^'''''''^''^ ''''^' '"^ ^'"i^"' ^"'^ stationed
iiiniself at a diilerent liole.

A iong time of w^xiting ensued-no sign of the seals, but at last
he water in the hole Marbre had chosen began to bubble, and ahead with long tusks ap.peared. It was tliat of a waln.s. Marbre

flung his running noose skilfully over its neek and pulled it tightly
II.s comrades nislied to his assistance, and with some difliculty.the
huge beast was dragged upon the ice, and despatched with
hatchets. -^

It was a great success, and the colonists were delighted with this
novel h.hing. Other walruses were taken in the same way, and
furnished plenty of oil, which, though not strictly of the right sort
did very well or the lamps, and there was no longer any lack of
light m any of the rooms of Fort Hoi)e.

The cold was even now not very severe, and had the colonists
been on the American mainland they could only have rejoiced in the
mildness of the winter. They were sheltered by the chain of ice-
bergs from the north and west winds, and the month of January
passed on with the thermometer never many degrees below freezing
point, so that the sea round Victoria I>land was never frozen hard"
Fissures of more or less extent broke the regularity of the surface
111 the offing, as was proved by the continued presence of the rumi-
nants and furred animals near the factory, all of which hud become
f^trangely tame, forming in fact part of the mcnairerie of the
colony.

According to Hobson's orders, all these creatures were unmolested
It would have been useless to kill them, and a reindeer was only
occasionally slaughtered to obtain a fresh supply of venison. Some
ot the furred animals even ventured into the enceinte, and they
^vere not driven away. The martens and foxes were in all the
splendour of their winter clothing, and under ordinary circumstances
^vould have been of immense value. These rodents found plenty of
moss under the snow, thanks to the mildness of the season, and did
not therefore live upon the reserves of the factory.

It was with some apprehensions for the future that the end of
the winter was awaited, but Mrs T^arnett did all in her power to
brighten the monotonous existence of her companions in exile.
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Only one incident occurred in the month of January, and that
one was distressing enough. On the 7th, Michael Mac-Nab was
taken ill—severe headache, great thirst and alternations of shivering
and fever, soon reduced the poor little fellow to a sad state. His
mother and father, and indeed all his friends, were in very great
trouble. No one knew what to do, as it was impossible to say what
las illness was, but Madge, who retained her senses about her, advised
cooling drinks and poulticec. Kalumah was indefatigable, remaining
day and night by lier favourite's bedside, and refusing to take any
rest.

About the third day there was no longer any doubt as to the
nature of the malady, i* ash came out all over the child's body,
and it was evident that he had malignant scai^latina, which would
certainly produce internal inflammation.

Children of a year old are rarely attacked with this te. .-ible disease,
but cases do occasionally occur. The medicine-chest of the factors-
was necessarily insufficiently stocked, but Madge, who had nursed
several patients through scarlet fever, remembered that tincture
of belladonna was reconmiended, and administered one or two drops
to the little invalid every day. The greatest care was taken lest he
should catch cold ; he was at once removed to his parents' room,
and the rash soon came out freely. Tiny red points appeared oil
Lis tongue, his lips, and even on the globes of his eyes. Two days
later his skin assumed a violet hue, Uien it became white and fell

off in scales.

It was now that douole care was required to combat the great
internal inflammation, which proved the severity of the attack.
Nothing was neglected, the boy was, in fact, admirably nursed, and
on the 20th January, twelve days after he was taken ill, he' was
pronounced out of danger.

Great was the joy in the factory. The baby was :':e child of the
fort, of^ the regiment

! He was born in the terrible northern lati-
tudes, in the colony itself, he had been named Michael Hope, and.
he hf d come to be regarded as a kind of talisman in the dangers'
and difficulties around, and all felt sure that God would not t'ake
him from them.

Poor Kalumah would certainly not have survived him had he
died, but he gradually recovered, and fresh hope seemed to come
back when he was restored to the little circle.

The 23d of January was now reached, after all these distressing
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alternations of hope and fear. The situation of Victoria Island had
not changed in the least, and it was still wrapped in the gloom of
the apparently interminable Polar night. Snow fell abundantly for
some days, and was piled up on the ground to the height of two
feet.

On the 27th a somewhat alarming visit was received at the fort.
The soldiers Belcher and Pond, when on guard in front of the
enceinte in the morning, saw a huge bear quietly advancing towards
the fort. They hurried into the large room, and told Mrs Earnett
of the approach of the formidable carnivorous beast.

" Perhaps it is only our bear again," observed Mrs Barnett to
Hobson, and accompanied by him, and followed by the Sergeant,
Sabine, and some soldiers provided with guns, she fearlessly walked
to the postern.

The bear was now about two hundred paces off, and was walkin"
along without hesitation, as if he had some settled plan in view.

°

"I know him!" cried Mrs Barnett, "it is your bear, Kalumah
your preserver !

" '

" Oh, don't kill my bear ! " exclaimed the young Esquimaux.
" He shall not be killed," said the Lieutenant ; " don't injure him,

my good fellows," he added to the men, '«he will probably return
as he came."

" But suppose he intends coming into the enceinte ? " said Long
who had his doubts as to the friendly propensities of Polar bears.

°'

« Let him come. Sergeant," said Mrs Barnett, " he is a prisoner
like ourselves, and you know prisoners"

"Don't eat each other," added Hobson. " True, but only when
they belong to the same species. For your sake, however, we will
spare this fellow-sufferer, and only defend ourselves if he attack us.
I think, however, it will be as prudent to go back to the house.
We must not put too strong a temptation in the way of our carni-
vorous friend !

"

This was certainly good advice, and all returned to the large
room, the windows were closed, but not the shutters.

Through the panes the movements of the visitor were watched.
The bear, finding the postern unfastened, quietly pushed open the
door, looked in, carefully examined the premises, and finally entered
the enceinte. Having reached the centre, he examined the buildings
around him, went towards the reindeer stable and dog-lionsS!,
listened for a moment to the howlings of the dogs and the°uneasy
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noises mado by tho reindeer, then continued his walk round the
1
almde, .and at hist came and leant his great head a-unst 1 .

the window., of the large roo ,.

»"* ""° "^

To own the trutli evervl"),!( ,'ri,,' ' .,oTr »„ i i? .,
• 1 ii •

''
-^

"iiM. 'ack, several of the soldipra

.ior;:ith";;:":L:;:,:r"T,';;'i;L'f
"• ;":""='• "- """ """'

1 , , ,, ,

'•>^'^- -^''« i^ear seemed to reco<xnise her it-]e.st so she thought, and doubtless satisfied v, iu. ... i ..peet n ho.ave a hearty g: owl and turning away left the enceinte, a I.tliad propliesied, as he entered it.

-tiou.,<)n

This was t!ie .oars first and last visit to the fort, and on hisdeparture everything went on as quietly as before.
Ihe little boy's recovery progressed favourably, and at the end ofti.e month he was as rosy and as briH.t as ever
At noon on the 3rd of February, tlfe northern'horizon was touched

^>. h a fam ghmmer of ligl,t, which did not fade away fcr an hourma the ye low case of the sun appeared for an instaul for thefirsitune SHice the commencement of the long Polar nbd.t
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CHArXER XV.

A LAST EXPLORING EXPEDITION.

;her|S% ,

this date, February 3rd, the sun rose each day hi

tiK 1

*^'° ''""'°"' *^'' "^«'^*^ ^^'""-e' liovvever, still very
-^^i^ h.i,g, and, as is often tho case in February, the cold in-

crcasou, tho tJicrniometcr marking only 1«" Fahrenheit, the lowest
tempeniturc experienced throughout this extraordinary winter.

" When does the thaw commence in these northern seas ? " inquired
]\rrs Barnett of the Lieutenant.

"In ordinary seasons," replied Hobson, "the ice does not break
up until early ni IMay

; but the winter has been so mild that unless
a very hard frost should now set in, the thaw may commence at the
beginning of April. At len^t that is my opinion."

" We shall still have two months to wait then ?

"

"Yes, two months, for it would not be prudent to launch our
boat too soon amongst the floating ice; and I think our best plan
wi 1 be to wait until our island has reached the narrowest part of
Behring Strait, whicii is not more than two hundred miles wide "

"What da you mean?" exclaimed Mrs Barnett, considerably
surprised at the Lieutenant's reply. '^ Have you forgotten that it
was the Ivamtchatka Current which brought us where we now are
and which may seize us again when the thaw sets in and carry us
yet f^irther north?" ^

« I do not think it will, madam
; indeed I feel quite sure that that

will not happen. The thaw always takes place from north to south
and although the Kamtchatka Current runs the other way the ice
always goes down the Behring Current. Other reasons there are
lor my opmion which I cannot now enumerate. But the icebertrs
invariably drift towards the Pacific, and are there melted by its
warmer waters. Ask Kalumah if I am not right. She knows these
.atitudes well, atid will tell you that the thaw always proceeds from
the north to the south."
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I m If

m

Kahimah when questioned confirmed all that the Lieutenant had
said so that It appeared probable that the ialand would be drifted
to the south hke a huge ice-floe, that is to say, to the narrowest partBehnngfe rait, which is much frequented in the summer by the
fishennen of New Archangel, who are the most experienced madners
of those waters. Making allowance for all delays they mi-dit thenhope to set foot on the continent before May, and althouglAhe co dhad not been very mtense the.e was every reason to believe that theoundations of Victoria Island had been ^lickened andZ^^by a fresh accumulat-on of ice at the base, and that it woukl holdtogether for several months to come.
There was then nothing for the colonists to do but to wait patiently—still to wait

!

1. J)

The convalescence of little Michael continued to progress favour
^3ly. On the 20th of February he went out for^l^e fi^

Z

forty days af er he was taken ill. By ti ;,s we mean that he we";from his bedroom into the large room, where he was petted andmade much of His mother, acting by Madge's adviJe, put oil'weaning him for some little time, and he soon got back his
strength. The soldiers had made many little toys for him durin-'^
his^^illncss, and he was now as happy as any child in the wide

The h,st week of February was very wet, rain and snow fallincr
alternately. A strong wind blew from the north-wet, and th^temper .ture was low enough for large quantities of snow to fall •

tJ.e gale however, increased in violence, and on the side of CapeBathurst and the chain of icebergs the noise of the tempest was
italennig. Ihe huge ice-masscs were flung against each other, and
loll with a roar hko that of thunder. The ice on the north wascompressed and piled up on the shores of the island. There reallvseemed to be a danger that the cape it.clf-which was but a kind
of iceberg capped with earth and sand-would be iinu^ down

very foot of the palisaded encemte ; but fortunately for the factory
the cape retained its position

; had it given way all the buildingsmust inevitably have been crushed beneath it

It will be easily understood that the position of Victoria Island
at the opening of a narrow strait about which the ice accumulated in
.urge quantities, was extremely perilous , for it might at any time beB^^ept by a horizontal avalanche, or crushed beneath the huc-e blocks
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c«t, and the

of ice driven inland from the offing, and so become engulfed before
tiethaAv TliiSAvas a new danger to be added to all the others
already threatening the little band. Mrs Barnett, seeing the
awful power of the pressure in the offing, and the violence with
winch he moving masses of ice crushed upon each other, roaiised
the full magnitude <.f the peril they would all be in when the thaw
commenced. She often mentioned her fears to the Lieutenant, and
he shook his head like a man who had no reply to make

Early in .March the squall ceased, and the full extent of the trans-
formation of the ice-field was revealed. It seemed as if by a kind o?
ilhssach the chain of icebergs had drawn nearer to the island In some
parts it was not two miles distant, and it advanced like a glacier on
the move, with the difference that the latter has a descending and
the ice-wall a horizontal motion. Between the lofty chain of ice-monn-
tams the ice-field was fearfully distorted : strewn .vith hummocks
oroken obelisks, shattered blocks, overturned pyramids, it resem-
bled a tempest-tossed sea or a ruined town, in which not a buildin-
or a monument had remained standing, and above it all the micdity
icebergs reared their snowy crests, standing out against the sky with
their pointed peaks, their rugged cones, and solid buttresses, formiii-
a littmg frame for the weird fantastic landscape at their feet.

"

At this date the little vessel was quite finished. This boat was
rather heavy in shape, as might have been expected, but she did
credit to Mac-Nab, and shaped as she was like a baroe at the
bows, she ought the better to withstand the shocks of the floating
ice. She might have been taken for one of those Dutch boats which
venture upon the northern waters. Her rig, which was completed
consisted, like that of a cutter, of a mainsail and a jib carried on
a single mast. The tent canvass of the factory had been made use
ot tor sailcloth.

This boat Avould carry the whole colony, and if, as the Lieutenant
hoped, the island were drifted to Behring Strait, the vessel would
easily make her way to land, even from the widest part of the
!|assage. There was then nothing to be dore but wait for the
thaw.

Hobson now decided to make a long excursion to the south to
ascertain the state of the ice-field, to see whether there were any
Higns of Its breaking up, to examine the chain of icebergs by which
It was hemmed in, t.) make sure, in short, whether it would ronlly bo
Ui^eless to attempt to cross to the American continent. :Mar.y ^

,ci-
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dents might occur, many fresh clangers miglit arise before the thaw,
and it would therefore be but prudent to make a reconnaissance on
tJje ice-field.

The exi)edition was organised and the start fixed for IMarch 7th.
Hobson, Mrs Barnett, Kalumah, ^farbre, and Sabine were to go,
and if the route should be practicable, they would try and find a
passage across the chain of icebergs. In any case, however, they
were not to be absent for more than forty-eight hours.

A good stock of provisions was prepared, and, well provided for
every contingency, the little party left Fort Hope on the morning
of the 7th March and turned towards Cape Michael.

The thermometer then marked 32° Fahrerdieit. The atmosphere
was misty, but the weather was perfectly calm. The sun was now
above the horizon for seven or eight hours a day, and its oblique
rays afforded plenty of light.

At nine o'clock, after a short halt, the party descended the slope
of Cape Jlichael and made their way across the ice-fields in a south-
easterly direction. On this side the ice-wall rose not three miles
from the cape.

The march was of course very slow. Every minute a crevasse
had to be turned, or a hummock too high to be climbed. It was
evident that a sledge could not have got over the rough distorted
surface, which consisted of an accumulation of blocks of^'ice of every
shape and size, some of which really seemed to retain their equili-
brium by a miracle. Others had been but recently overturned, as
could be seen from the clearly cut fractures and sharp corners. Not
a sign was to bo seen of any living creature, no footprints told of
the passage of man or beast, and the very birds had deserted these
awful solitudes.

Mrs Barnett was astonished at the scene before her, and asked
the Lieutenant how they could possibly have crossed the ice-fields

it they had stai-ted in December, and he replied by reminding her
that it was then in a verj different condition

; the enormous^pres-
sure of the advancing icebergs had not then commenced, the surface
of the sea was comnaratively even, and the only danger was from its

insufficient solidification. The irregularities which now barred their
passage did not exist early in the winter.

^
They managed, however, to advance towards the mighty ice-wall,

Kalumah generally leading the way. Like a chamois on the Alpine
rocks, the young girl firmly treaded the ice-masses with a swiftness
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' It was dashed upon the icefield with a fearful crash."—Paj^e 277.
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o foot and an absence of hesitation ^vbich was really marvollonsSho knew by n.st.nct the best way through the labyrin* h Tfkeb
" '

and was an nncrnng gnide to her con.i.u.ions
° '

hkenbbons of green and bhxo alternated w.th .treaks and d 1 sof a I the colonrs of the rainbow, strewn with enan.elled arabe one"^.a.-khng cays als and delicate ice-flowers. No clifi; howeverJ^y
distorted, could give any idea of tins marvellous half opaque h ifranspar^nt ice wall, and no description could do justice ^ '.

derful effects of cJnara-oscuro produced upon it
It would not do, however, to approach too near to these beetlin.

chfts, the soluhty of which was very doubtful. Internal fracuue'sand rents were already commencing, tlie work of destruction anddecon^positum was proceeding rapidly, aided by the imprisoned
au-bubbles

;
and the fragility of the huge structure, built up X,. t^,

cold was manifest to every eye. It could not survive he 4rctic
un.tor, It was doonaed to melt beneath the sunbeams, and it contained
material enough to feed large rivers

^itanicu

Lieutenant llobson had warned his companions of the dan^^er of
l.e avalanches which constantly fall from the summits of tlu. icjbergs, and they did not therefore go far along their base. That tl spnulence was necessary was proved by the faPing of a hu^e boa two o Clock, at the entrance to a kind of valley which tliey were

.
d tu,sd..hednix.ntlio ice-iieid with a f\.arful crash, burstin.:

like a bo nb-shell. Fortunately no one was hurt by the sp inters

°

ro,n two to five o'clock the expL>rers followed I narro v w dim^pa h .iding d<nvn amongst the icebeigs
; they wer. anxious to km w

_3t led r,g]it through them, but could not at once ascertain Intlm v.aioy, as it might be call.cl, ;.ey were able to exam,, thejn^rnd structure of the icy barrier. The biocke of which t !t
1 t 7 ''i''"^-'^

'"''^' ^'''''' ^^'^^'"'^^'y '^-^'^ «"tsi.le. In

e^er, of Iiopical not Polar species, which had evidently been b hto Arctic region, by the Gulf Su-eam, and would be taken bacK lo

i
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the ocean wlicn the thaw should have converted into water the ice

which now held them in its chill embrace.

At five o'clock it became too dark to go any further. The travel-

lers had not gone more than about two miles in the valley, but it

was so sinuous, that it was impossible to estimate exactly the dis-

tance traversed.

The signal to halt was given by the Lieutenant, and Marbre and
Sabine quickly dug out a grotto in the ice with their chisels, into

which the whole party crept, and after a good supper all were soon
asleep.

Every one was up at eight o'clock the next morning, and Tlobson
decided to follow the valley for another mile, in the hope of linding

out whether it went right through the ice-wall. The direction of

the pass, judging frora the position (>f the sun, had now changed from
north to south-east, and as early as eleven o'clock the party came out
on the opposite side of the cliain of icebergs. The pas.sage was
therefore proved to run completely through the barrier.

The aspect of the ice-field on the eastern side was exactly

similar to that on the west. The same confusion of ice-masses, the

same accumulation of hunnnocks and icebergs, as far as the ej-e could

reach. wlUi occasional alternations of smooth surfaces of small extent,

intersected by numerous crevasses, the edges of which Avere already

molting fast. The same complete solitiule, the same deserthm, not

a bird, not an animal to be seen.

]\[rs liarnett climbed to the top of a hummock, ajid there

remained for an hour, gazing upon the sad and desolate Polar

landscape before her. Her thoughts involuntarily flew back to the

miserable attempt to escape that had been made five mouths before.

Once more she saw the men and women of the hapless canivan

encamped in the darkness of these frozen solitudes, or struc'diu"

against insurmountable difficulties to reach the nuunland.

At last the Lieutenant broke in iipon her reverie, and said—

•

"Madam, it is more than twenty-four houi's sin^jc we left

the fort. We now know the thi-.kness of the ice-wall, and as Ave

promised nut to be away longer than forty-eight hours, I think it

is time to retrace our steps."

Mrs I'arnett saw the justice of the Lieutenant's runaik. They
had ascertained that the barrier of ice was of moderate thickness, that

it would melt away quickly enough to allow of the passage of IMac-

Nub's boat after the thaw, and it wuuld therciuie be well to hasten
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back lest a snow-storm or cliange in the weather of any kind shouldrender return through the winding valley difficult.
^ "^^

one'o'elSr^^^^^^^^
^^' ^^^ ""^ ^ *^« -^- i-"'ey about

already high in the heavens flunc. somi f
''^ '''''^'

..a lit up the glittering ^:::2z:^:^' '''-'' ''' -'-y
Mrs Baniett and Kalunmh were a. little behind the rest of th.

t rough the narrow passages pointed out by Marbre inr]% iThey expected to get out of the valley miicHv '711 u ,
'"'•

They ,„ade their calculation without allowius; for au iucidentvh. U „o huu,an .erspicaeity could possibly have foresee,
It was about ten o'clock whcu Marbre and Sabine who wereome twenty paces in advance of the rest, suddenly t'„,,ed adappeared to be debating sou.e point. When the oU.ers c ne Z&abme was h„ldn,g out his cou.pass to Marbre, who was s "in. J.t w,th an expression of the utmost astonishment.

°

What an extraordinary thin^ri" hp pvpln;,»^.i j ,
-, ^

turning to the Lieutenant-
°

* ^^^^'-^^^^d, a.id added,

"Will you tell me, sir, the position of the island with regard tothe ice-wall, is it on the ea.st or west?

"

="

" On the west," replied Hobson, not a little surprised at tliPquestion, ''you know that well enough, Marbre"
^

-I know it ^v^U enough! I know it weU enough!" repeatedMarbre, shaking his head, '• and if it is on the west, we are .on"wrong, and away from the island '

" * ="

wirihrhir"^
'"'" T "'• "'

'

"
^^^^^""^^ ^^^ ^^^en^n, struckVMtli tUe liunter s air of conviction.

" We are indeed, sir," said Marbre ; -look at the compass • mv=r J^etiti.;'
^"^^ '"' ^'--^»'«- "^^'"^ '-^^^

" Impoosible 1

" exclaimed Mrs iJaniett.
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" Look, madam," said Sabine.

It was true. The necdlo pointed in exactly the opposite direction
to tJiat expected. Hobson looked thoughtful and said nothing.

•' Wo must have made a mistake when we left the icv-cavciTthia
monung," observed Sabine, '< we ought to have turned to the left
instead of to the right."

/'No, no," said Mrs Barnett, - I am sure we did not make a
mistake !

" I^iit " said Marbre.

'^But," interrupted Mrs Barnett, "look at tho sun. Does it
1.0 longer rise in the east ? Now as we turned our backs on it
this morning, and it is still behind us, we must be walking' towards
the west so that when we get out of the valley on the western side
ot the Cham of icebergs, we must come to the island we left
there."

Marbre, struck dumb by this irrefutable argument, crossed his
arms and said no more.

" Then if so," said Sabine, '* the sun and the compass are in
complete contradiction of each other ?

"

_

" At tliis moment they are," said IJobson, " and the reason is
simple enough

;
in these high northern latitudes, and in latitudes

in the neighbourhood of the magnetic pole, the compasses are some-
times disturbed, and the deviation of their needles is so great as
entirely to mislead travellers."

"AH right then," said Marbre, " we have only to go on keepin-
our backs to the sun." - => i o

''Certainly," replied Lieutenant Hobson, ''there can be no
hesitation which to choose, the sun or our compass, nothing disturbs
the sun." ^

Tiie march was resumed, the sun was still behind them, and
there was really no objection to be made to Hobson 's theory
lounded, as it was, upon the position then occupied by the radiant
orb of day.

The little troop marched on, but they did not get out of the
valley as soon as they expected. Hobson had counted on leavin.^
the ice-wall before noon, and it was past two when they reached
the opening of the narrow pass.

Strange as was this delay, it had not made any one uneasy, and
the astonishment of all can readily be imagined when, on stepping
on to the ice-field, at the base of the chain of iceberirs, no si-.i wos
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S3 are in

Yeal— liie island, which on ti.is side had been such a
conspicuo. object, owing U tho ».>igl,f Oape Micliael crownnl
with trees had d> .appeared.

! tched a vast ice-field
lit up by the sunbeams.M looked around then., and the.i at each other in amazement.

Ihe i.sland oii<:ht \ ,q there I
" cried Sabine.

-Butitisnottiiere," ad Marbre. • Oli, sir-Lieutenant-where
13 it I what has become of it 1

"

Bu. Hobson had not a word to say in reply, and Mrs Carnett
Avas ecpially dumfoui. led.

Kaluniah now approached Lieutr- nt Hobson and touchin<» his
arm, she said

—

°

" We went wrong in the valley, we went up it instr ^ of down
It, we shall only get back to whore we were yesterday by crossin-
the chani of icebergs. Come, come !

" '^

Hobson and the others mechanically followed Kalmnah, and trust-
ing in the young native's sagacity, retraced their steps Ai.po-ir-
ancos were, however, certainly against her, for they were now walkin-'
towards the sun in an easterly direction.

°

Kalumah did not explain lier motives, but muttered as she went
along

—

" Let us make haste !

"

All were quite exhausted, and could scarcely get alon<r when
they found themselves on the other sid. of the ice-wall, after'a walk
of three hours. The night had now fallen, and it was too dark to
see if the island was there, but they were not long left in doubt
At about a hundred paces off, burning torches were moving about,

whilat reports of guns and shouts were heard.
The explorers replied, and were soon joined by Sergeant Lon^ and

others, amongst tliem Thomas Black, whose anxiety as to the fate of
his friends had

.
*. last roused him from his torpor. The poor

fellovvs left on the island had been in a terrible state of uneasiness,
thinking that Hobson and his party had lost their way. They
were right, but what was it that had made them think so ]

Twenty-four hours before, the immense ice-field and the island
had turned half round, and in consequence of this displacement
they were no longer on the west, but on the east of the ice-wall

!
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CIIAPTEIl XVI.

THE BREAK-UP OF THE ICE.

^BWO hours later all had returned to Fort Hope, and the next^g day the sun for the first time shone upon that part of the

K^
coast whicli was formerly on the west of the islanduckunah to whom this phenomer.on was familiar, had been right

c^pass! "" " "" ''' ^"^^^ i"^^^ "^^^^- ^^^ ^1^«

The position of Victoria Island with regard to the cardinalpomts was agam completely changed. Since it had broken h,o'eom he mainland the island-and not only the island, but the v^t
ice-field xn wludi it was enclosed-had turned half round Th sdisplacement proved that the ice-field was not connected with thecontinent, and that the thaw would soon set in

*' Well,_ Lieutenant," said Mrs Larnett, " this change of front iscertainly in our avour. Cape Bathurst and Fort Hope are nowturned towards the north-east, in other words toward! the poTnnearest to he continent, and the ice-wall, through which our bo.could only have m.ule its way by a difficult and d;uigerous passage
s no longer between us and America. And so all is for the best ^s

It not ? " .«lded Mrs Barnett with a smile.
'

_
" Indeed it is,'' replied Hobson, who fully realised all that was

nr/c^lved in this change of the position of Victoria Island
No incident occurred between the 10th and 2Ist March butthere were indications of the approaching change of season.

'

Thetemperature varied from 43° to 50= Fahrenheit, and it appearedhkely that the breaking up of the ice would commence suddenly
I resh crevasses opened, and the unfrozen water flooded the surface

the ice-field bled copiously," and the opening of these " wounds''was accompanied by a sound like the roar of artillery. A warm
rain fell for several hours, and accelerated the dissolution of the
solid coating of the ocean.
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1, but

The

The birds, ptarmigans, puffins, ducks, «fcc., which had ^'eserted

the island in the beginning of the winter, new returned in large

numbers. Marbre and Sabine killed a few of them, and on some
were found the tickets tied round their necks by the Lieutenant
several months before. Flocks of white trumpeter swans also

reappeared, and filled the air with their loud clarion tones ; whilst
the quadrupeds, rodents, and carnivora alike continued to frequent
the vicinity of the fort like tame domestic animals.

Whenever the state of the sky permitted, which was almost every
day, Hobson took the altitude of the sun. Sometimes ^Irs Barnett,
who had become quite expert in handling the sextant, assisted him,
or took the observation in hia stead. It was low most important
to note the very slightest changes in the latitude and longitude of
the island. It was still doubtful to which current it would be
subject after the thaw, and the questio:i whether it would be drifted

north or south was the chief subject of the discussions between the
Lieutenant and Mrs Barnett.

The brave lady had always given proof of an energy superior to
that of most of her sex, and now she was to be seen every day
braving fatigue, and venturing on to the half decomposed, or
" pancake " ice, in all weatliers, through snow or rain, and on her
return to the factory ready to cheer and help everybody, and to

superintend all that was going on. We must add that her efforts

were ably seconded by the faithful ^ladge.

Mrs Barnett had compelled herself to look the future firmly in

the face, and although she could not fail to fear for the safety of all,

and sad prejentiments haunted her, she never allowed herself to
betray any uneasiness. Her courage and confidence never seemed
to waver, she was as ever the kind encouraging friend of each and
all, and none could have dreamt of the conflict of spirit goin<>- on
beneath her quiet exterior demeanour. Liautenant Hobson's
admiration of her character was unbounded, and he had also entire

confidence in Kalumah, often trusting to her natural instinct as
implicitly as a hunter to that of his dog.

The yourig Esquimaux was, in fact, very intelligent, and familiar

from babyhood with the phenomena of the Polar regions. On board
a whaler she might have advantageously replaced many an ice-

master or pilot, whose business it is to guide a boat amongst ths
ice.

Every day Kalumah went to examine the state of the ice-field.
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The nature of the noise produced by the breaking oJ.' the icebergs in
the distance vas enough to tell her how f.r ti.. decomposition^had
advanced. No foot was surer than hers upon the ice, no one could
spring more lightly forwards than she when her instinct told her
that the smooth suuace was rotten underneath, and she would scud
across an ice-fie'd riddled with fissures without a moment's hesita-
tion.

From the JOth to the SOthMarcb, the thaw made rapid pro^^re^s
Earn fell ab indantly and accelerated the dissolution of the ice° It
was to be hoped that the ice-field would soon open right across and
that m abou.. fifteen days Hobson wonlo be able to steer his boat into
the open sea. He was determiner^, .o lose no tiino, as he did not
know but that the Kamtchatka Current might sweep the island to
the north before it could come under the influence of the Behrin-
Current. °

'^But," Kalumah repeated again and again, "there is no fear of
that, the breaking up of the ice does not proceed upwards but
downwards. The danger is there ! " she added, pointing to the
south m the direction of the vast Pacific Ocean.

The young girl's confidence on this point reassured Hobson for
he had no reason now to dread the falling to pieces of the island in
he warm waters of the Pacific. He meant everybody to be on
board the boat before that could happen, and they would not
have far to go to get to one or the other continent, as the strait ism reality a kind of funnel through which the waters flow between
Cape Last on the Asiatic side and Cape Prince of Wales on the
American.

This will explain the eager attention Avith which tlie slightest
change in the position of the island was noticed. The bearings
were taken every day, and everything was prepared for an approach-
ing and perhaps sadden and Imrried embarkation.

Of course all the ordinary avocations of the factory were now
discontinued. There was no hunting or setting of traps The
magazines were already piled up with furs, most of which would be

aT^'at u^
^'""^''' '"""^ ^'''P^'"'' ^''^^ literally nothing to do; but

Mac-Nab and his men, having finished their boat, employed their
leisure time in strengthening the principal house of the fort which
would probably be subjected to considerable pressure from the
accumulation of ice on the coast during the further pro-ress of the
thaw, unless indeed Cape Bathurst sliould prove a sufficient protec-

^••••w
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tion. Strong struts were fixed against the outside walls, vertical
props were placed inside the rooms to afi-ord additional support to
the beams of the ceiling, and the roof was strengthened so that it
could bear a considerable weight. These various works were com-
pleted early in April, and their utility, or rather their vital import-
anre, was very soon manifested.

Each day brought fresh symptoms of returning spring, which
seemed likely to set in early after this strangely mild Polar winterA few tender shoots appeared upon the trees, and the newly-thawed
sap swelled the bark of beeches, willows, and arbutus. Tiny mosses
tinged with pale green the slopes under the direct influence of the
sunbeams

;
but they were not likely to spread much, as the -reedy

rodents collected about the fort pounced upon and devoured* them
almost before they were above the ground.

Great were the sufferings of Corporal Joliffe at this time We
know that be had undertaken to protect the plot of ground culti-
vated by his wife. Under ordinary circumstances he would merely
have had to drive aw.-, v feathered pilferers, such as guillemots or
puffins, from his sorrel and scurvy-grass. A scarecrow would have
been enough to get rid of them, still more the Corporal in person
But now all the rodents and ruminants of the Arctic fauna con-
bined to lay siege to his territory ; reindeer, Polar hares, musk-rats
shrews, martens, &c., braved all the threatening gestures of the Cor-
poral, and the poor man was in despair, for whilst he was defendino-
one end of his field the enemy was preying upon the other.

"

It would certainly have been wiser to let the poor creatures enioy
unmolested the crops which could be of no use to the colonists, as
the fort was to be so soon abandoned, and Mrs Barnett tried to per-
suade the anyry Corporal to do so, when he came to her twenty
times a day with the same wearisome tale, but he would not listen
to her

:

" To lose the fruit of all our trouble ! » he repeated; " to leave an
estabhshment which was prospering so well ! To give up the plants
Mrs Johffe and I sowed so carefully ! . . . madam, sometimes
I feec disposed to let you all go, and stay here with my wife I I
am sure the Company would give up all claim on the island to
us

Mrs Barnett could not help laughing at this absurd speech, and
sent the Corporal to his little wife, who had long a<xo resigned herself
to the loss of her sorrel, scurvy-grass, and other medicinal herbs.
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We must here remark, tliat the health of all the colonists remained
good, they had at least escaped illness ; the baby, too, was now quite
well again, and throve aduiirably in the mild weather of the early
spring.

The thaw continued to proceed rapidly from the 2nd to the 5tli
April. The weather was warm but cloudy, and rain fell frequently
in large drops. The wind blew from the south-west, and was laden
with the iieated dust of the continent. Unfortunately the sky was
so hazy, t lat It was quite impossible to take observations, neither
sun, moon, nor stars could be seen through the lieavy mists, and
this was tlie more provoking, as it was of the greatest importance to
note the sl'ghtest movoments of the island.

It was on tlie night of the 7th April that the actual breaking up
of the ice commenced. In the morning the Lieutenant, Mrs Bar-
nett, Kalumah, and Sergeant Long, had clindied to the summit of
Cape Bathurst, and saw that a great change had taken place in the
chain of icebergs. The huge barrier had parted nearly in the
middle, and now formed two separate masses, the larger of which
seemed to be moving northwards.

Was it the Kamtchatka Current which produced this motion?
Would the floating island take the same direction ? The intense
anxiety of the Lieutenant and liis companions can easily be
imagined. Their fate might now be decided in a few hours, and if

they should bo drifted some hundred miles to the north, it would
be very diflkulfc to reach the continent in a vessel so small as
theirs.

Unfortunately it was impossible to ascertpin the nature or extent
of the displacement w^hich was going on. Oi thing was, however,
evident, the island was not yet moving, at icast not in the same
direction as the ice-wall. It therefore seemed probable that
whilst part of the ice-field was floating to the north, that portion
immediately surrounding the island still remained stationary.

This displacement of the icebergs did not in the least alter the
opinion of the young Esquimaux. Kalumah still maintained that
the thaw would proceed from north to south, and that the ice-wall

would shortly feel the influence of the Behring Current. To make
herself more easily understood, she traced the direction of the
current on the.sand with a little piece of wood, and made signs
that in following it the island must approach the American con-
taient. No argument could shake her conviction on this point, and
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it was almost impossible not to feel reassured when listening to the
confident expressions of the intelligent native girl.

The events of the 8th, Oth, and 10th April, seemed, however, to
prove Kalumah to be in the wrong. The northern portion of the chain
of icebergs drifted farther and farther north. The breaking up of
the ice proceeded rapidly and with a great noise, and the ke-field
opened all round the island with a deafenhig crash. Out of doors
It was impossible to hear one's self si)eak, a ceaseless roar like that
of artillery drowr.ed every other sound.
About half a mile from the coast on that part of the island over-

looked by Cape Bathurst, the blocks of ice were already beginninc^
to crowd together, and to pile themselves upon each other! The
ice-wall had broken up into numerous sepiirate icebergs, which were
drifting towards the north. At least it seemed as if they were mov-
ing in that direction. Hobson became more and more uneasy, and
nothing that Kalumah coukl say reassured him. He replied by
counter-arguments, which could not shake her faith in her own
belief.

At last, on the morning of the 11 th April, Hobson showed Kalumah
the last icebergs disappearing in the north, and again endeavoured
to prove to her that facts were against her.

"No, no !" replied Kalumah, with an air of greater conviction
than ever, " no, the icebergs are not going to the north, but our
island is going to the south !

"

She might perhaps be right after all, and Hobson was much
struck by this last reply. It was really possible that the motion of
the icebergs towards the north was oidy apparent, and that Vi. toriu
Island, dragged along with the ice-field, was drifting cowards the
strait. But it was impossible to ascertain whether this were really
the case, as neither the latitude nor longitude could be taken.
The situation was aggravated by a phenomenon peculiar to the

Polar regions, which rendered it still darker and more impossible to
take observations of any kind.

At the very time of the breaking up of the ice, the tempera-
ture fell several degrees. A dense mist presently enveloped the
Arctic latitudes, but not an ordinary mist. The soil was covered
with a white crust, totally distinct from hoar-frost—it was, in fact,
a watery vapour which congeals on its precipitation. The minute
particles of which this mist was composed formed a thick layer on
trees, shrubs, the walls of the fort, and any projecting surfaces
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wliich bristled with pyramidal or prismatic crystals, the apexes of
whicli pointed to the wind.

Hobson at once understood the nature of this atmospheric
phenomenon, whicli whalers and explorers have often noticed in
the spring in the Polar regions.

"It is not a mist or fog," he said to his companions, "it is a 'frost-

rime,' a dense vapour which remains in a state of complete con-
gelation."

Eiit wliethcr a fog or a frozen mist this phenomenon was none
tlie less to be regretted, for it rose a hujidred feet at least above the
level of the sea, and it was so opaque that the colonists could not
see each other when oidy two or tln-ee paces apart.

Every one's disappointment was very great. Nature really seemed
determined to try them to the uttermost. When the break up of
the ice had come at last, when the wandering island was to leave
the spot in whicli it had so long been imprisoned, and its movements
ought to be watched with the greatest care, this fog prevented all

observations.

This state of things continued for four days. The frost-rime did
not disappear until the 15th April, but on the morning of that date
a strong wind from the south rent it open and dispersed it.

The sun shone brightly once more, and Hobson eagerly seized
his instruments. He took the altitude, and found tliat the exact
position of Victoria Island was then : Latitude, G9° 57'

: longitude
179° 33'.

Kalumah was right, Victoria Island, in the grasp of the Echring
Current, was drifting towards the south.

It
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ClLVrTER xvir.

THE AVALANCHE.

J^gllR culoniHts wero thou at last approacl.ing tho more^ freqnontccl latitudes of Bcl.ring Sea. Ti.ere was uo longer^ any dauger that they .vould be drifted to the north, and
all thoy had to do was to wateh the displacement of tho island and
to ostnuuto the speed of its motion, which would prob.My bo very
unequal, on aeeount of tho obstacles in its path. Ilobson most
carefu ly noted every incident, taking alternately solar and stellar
altitudes, and tho next day, April IGth, after ascertaining tho
bearings he calculated that if its present speed were maint;:ined,
\ ictoria Island would reach the Arctic Circle, from which it was now
separated at the most by four de-^ees of latitude, towards tho
beguining of ]May.

It was probable that, when the island reached the narrowest
portion of the strait, it would remain stationary until tho thaw broke
It up, the boat would then bo launched, and tho colonists would
set sail tor tiie American continent.

_

Everything was ready for an immediate embarkation, and the
inhabitants of the island waited with greater patience and confidence
than ever. They felt, poor things, that the end of their trials was
surely near at last, and that nothing could j.revent their landinc. on
one side or the other of the strait in a few days.

This prospect cheered them up wonderfully, and the gaiety
natural to them all, which they had lost in the terrible anxiety
they had so long endured, was restored. The common meals were
quite festal, as there was no need for economising the stores under
present circumstances. The influence of the spring became more
and more sensibly felt, and every one enjoyed the balmy air, and
breathed more freely than before.

^

During the next few days, several excursions were made to the
mterior of the island and along the coast. Everywhere tho furred
animals, &c., still abounded, for even now they could not cross to
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the continent, the connection between it and the ice-field beincr
broken, and their continued presence was a fresh proof that the
island was no longer stationary.

No change had taken place on the island at Cape Esquimaux
Cape Michael, along the coast, or on the wooded heights of the
interior, and the banks of tlie lagoon. The large gulf which had
opened near Cape Michael during the storm had closed in the
winter, and there was no other fissure on the surface of the
soil.

During these excursions, bands of wolves were seen scuddin^
across parts of the island. Of all the animals these fierce carnf-
vorous beasts were the omy ones which the feeling of a common
danger had not tamed.

Kalumah's preserver was seen several times. This worthy bpar
paced to and fro on the deserted plains in melancholy mood, pausin-
in his walk as the explorers passed, and sometimes followinc. them
to the fort, knowing Well that he had nothing to fear from them.
On the 20th April Lieutenant Hobson ascertained that the

wandering island was still drifting to tlie south. All that remained
of the ice-wall, that is to say, the southern portion of the iceber-rs
followed it, but as there were no beach marks, the changes of position
could only be estimated by astronomical observations.
Hobson took several soundings in different pa..s of the ground

especially at the foot of Cape Bathurst, and on the shores of the
lagoon. He was anxious to ascerrain the thickness of the layer
of ice supporting the earth and sand, and found that it had
not increased during the winter, and that the general level of the
island did not appear to have risen higher above that of the sea
The conclusion he drew from these facts was, that no time should
be lost in getting away from the fragile island, which would rapidly
break up and dissolve in the warmer waters of the Pacific.
About the 25th April the bearing of the island was again chan-pd

the whole ice-field had moved round from east to west twelve
points, dO that Cape Bathurst pointed to the north-west. Th° last
remains of the ice-wall now shut in th'3 northern horizon, so that
there could be no doubt that the ice-field was moving freely iu the
strait, and that it nowhere touched any land.
The fatal moment was approaching. Diurnal or nocturnal

observations gave the exact position of the island, and cor.=e—n%-
of the ice-field. On the 30th of April, both were together drifting
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or nocturnal
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across Kctzebue Sound, a large triancrnkr milf . •

distance inland on the American coast Jnih ^ \ ,
""'"° '°"^«

by Cape Prince of Wales, ^s^T^:^l^;:i:r:tt ^f
*'^ "^^^

the island if it should deviate in iCy^^^ll^T^T '"? ''

the narrow pass. ^ ^ ^'""^ *^® "^i^tl^e of

The weather was now pretty fine and fT,« .r^
often marked 50" r.,L„„LJ Trrll /t""cff „ff™rwint,r garments some weeks before -inrl l,„ii .1 ,

'°"'

constant readiness to leave the island Thn-asBllrfT ftransported his instruments and books into tL b„tt !tf
'"'^^

waitmg on the beach. A good many provi" „ns lad ^\™embarked and some of the most valnableLs
'''™

tha?VilifisUid" :- z:^';j JSHo^rr ^^°'^'*

consequently to reach the Amerioan'^onti , „ tS w V"f'

""'

as they were now out of danger of bein"HV;„
"'"^fortunate,

Kamtchatka Current which as is .,M r°
""^ '"'">" ^^ «>«

of Asia. At last the' tMets u™^" „ /ar^r^or..'^^ "^ ™^^'

"I think our bad fortune is a? asfat an V° T''

'

Sergeant Long to Mrs Barnett, "and that .,r
^^^''

f^''"'^"-^-.over; 1 do.t suppose there art ^ ^.^^IZ
'I quite agree with you," replied Mrs Barnett "onri if

•

fortunate that we had to give ^p our journ:; alss 'etlJZfew months ago; we ought to be very thankL th.at irwrimt!!:

^dergomerossingfivehundr.^

On t]ie 5th May, Hobson announced that Victoria Islnnd h.A

r=:npri?:L^:t':i";-~^

The event of crossing the Arctic Circle was celebrated in ™, i,the same way as crossing the Equator for tho%rst«mew"^^^^

There was now nothing left to do but to wait till the broken and
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half-melted ice should allow of the passage of the boat, which was
to bear the whole colony to the land.

During the 7th May the island turned round to the extent of

another quarter of its circumference. Cape Bathurst now pointed
due north, and those masses of the old chain of icebergs which still

remained standing were now above it, so that it occupied much the
same position as that assigned to it in maps when it was united to

the American continent. The island had gradually turned com-
pletely round, and the sun had risen successively on every point of

its shores.

The observations of the 8th IMay showed that the island had
become stationary near the middle of the passage, at least forty

miles from Cape Prince of Wales, so that land was now at a com-
paratively short distance from it, aftd the safety of all seemed to be
secured.

In the evening a good supper was served in the large room.,

and the healths of Mrs Barnett and of Lieutenant Hobson were
proposed.

The same night the Lieutenant determined to go and see if any
changes had taken place in the ice-field on the south, hoping that a

practicable passage might have been opened.

]\Irs Barnett Avas anxious to accompany him, but he persuaded

her to rest a little instead, and started off, accompanied only by
Sergeant Long.

Mrs Barnett, Madge, and Kalumah returned to the principal house
after seeing them off, and the soldiers and women had already gone
to bed in the different apartments assigned to them.

It was a fine night, there was no moon, but the stars shone very

brightly, and as the ice-field vividly reflected their light, it was
possible to see for a considerable distance.

It was nine o'clock when the two explorers left the fort and
turned towards that part of the coast between Port Barnett and
Cape Michael. They followed the beach for about two miles, and
found the ice-field in a state of positive chaos. The sea was one
vast aggregation of crystals of every size, it looked as if it had
been petrified suddenly when tossing in a tempest, and, alas, there

was even now r,o free passage between the ice-masses—it would be

impossible for a boat to pass yet.

Hobson and Long remained on the ice-field talking and looking

about them until midnight, and then seeing that there was still
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They hud gone so.ue hundred pace., and had readied tlie dried-up bed of Pauhna ll.vcr, when an unexpected noise arrested thanIt was a distant rumbling from the northern part of th i e-

'

and zt became ouder and louder until it was' almost delfe h
'

Some hu.g dreadful wa. going on in the quarter from wh-Yh c t"and Ilobson fancied he felt the ice beneath his feet treil^ . Swas certainly far from reassuring.
"i^^un^, \\nitU

-^v]n??t''""''^'"™.'^''
'^''^'^^^

^•^^^'^^^S^'" exclaimed Lon.what can be going on there ?

"

-^""o

Hobson did net answer, but feeling dreadfully anxious he rushedtowards the fort dragging his companion after lihn
" To the fort

!
to the fort," he cried at lust, " the ice mav h-iv.opened, we may be able to launch our boat on the sea i

''

^

And the two ran as fast as ever they could towards Fort Hope bvthe shortest way.
-liv^pt. u-^

A thousand conjectures crowded upon them. From what newplienomenon dul the unexpected noise proceed ? Did the sleenini
inhabitants of the fort know what was going on ? They must \.ltamly have heard the noise, for, in vulgar language, it was loudenough to wake the dead. ° °

' ^"^

Hobson and Long crossed the two miles between them and Fort
Plope in twenty minutes, but before they reached the enceinte theysaw the men and women they had left asleep hurrying away izi
ternhed disorder, uttering cries of despair.

Thecarpentcr Mac-Xab, seeing the Lieutenant, ran towards him
with his little boy in his arms.

" Look, sir, look
!
" he cried, drawing his master towards a little

Jm' which rose a few yards behind the fort.

Hobson obeyed, and saw that part of the'ice-wall, whicl,, when he
left was two or three miles off in the offing, had fallen upon the coast
ot the island. Cape Eathurst no longer existed, the mass of earth and
sand of which it was composed had been swept away by the iceber-«
lud scattered over the palisades. The principal house and all the
buildings connected with it on the north were buried beneath the
avalandie. Masses of ice were crowding upon each other and
uniblmg over with an awful crash, crushing everything beneath

tuoin it was like an army of icebergs taking possession of th.
island.
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The boat which had been built at the foot of the capo was
completely destroyed. The last hope of the unfortunate colonists
was gone !

As they stood watching the awful scene, the buildings, formerly
occupied by the soldiers and women, and from which they had
escaped in time, gave way beneath an immense block of ice which
fell upon them. A cry of despair burst from the lips of the house-
less outcasts.

''And the others, where are they?'' cried the Lieutenant in
heart-rending tones.

"There
!
" replied Mac-Nab, pointing to the heap of sand, earth,

and ice, beneath which the principal house had entirely disappeared.
Yes, the illustrious lady traveller, Madge, Kalumah, and Thomas

Black, were buried beneath the avalanche ^Yhich had surprised them
in their sleep I

li'



CHAPTER XVIH.

^m

ALL AT WOUIC.

FEARFUL catastrophe Lad occurred. The ice-wall had
been flung upon the wandering island, the volume below
the water being five times that of the projecting part, ithad come under the influence of the submarine currents, and op^n-ing a way for itself between the broken ice-masses, it had fallen

bodily upon Victoria Island, which, driven along by this mighty
propelhng force, was drifting rapidly to the south.
Mac-Nab and his companions, aroused by the noise of the ava-anche dashing ^own upon the dog-house, stable, and principal househad been able to escape in time, but now the work of destruction

va complete Not a trace remained of the buildings in which theyad slept and he island was bearing all its inhabitants with it tothe unfathomable depths of the ocean ! Perhaps, however, Mrs
Barnett, Madge, Kalumah, and the astronomer, were still living-
Dead or alive they must be dug out. <

At this thought Hobson recovered his composure and shouted-
Get shove s and pickaxes

! The house is strong ! it may have
held together ! Let us set to work !

"
o j^

There were plenty of tools and pickaxes, but it was really impos-
sible to approach the enceinte. The masses of ice were rolling down
from the summits of the icebergs, and some parts of the fee-wall
still towered amongst the ruins two hundred feet above the island
The force with which the tossing masses, which seemed to be surg-
ing all along the northern horizon, were overthrown can be imac^ined":
the whole coast between the former Cape Bathurst and Cape Esqui-maux was not only hemmed in, but literally invaded by these
moving mountains, which, impelled by a force they could not resist,
had already advanced more than a quarter of a mile inland,

iivory moment the trembling of the ground and a loud report
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gave notice th;it another of these masses had rolled over, and thero
was a dangrr tliat the island Avould sink beneath the weight thrown
npon it. A very apparent luwcrin^y of the level had taken place
all along that part of the coast near Cape liathurst, it wa;s evi<lent]y
gradually sinking down, and the sea had already encroached nearly
us far as the lagoon.

The situation of the colonists was truly terrible, unable as they
were to attenii)t to save their companions, ;ind driven from the
enceinte by the crashing avalanches, over whicli they had no power
whatever. They could only wait, a prey to the most awful fore-
bodings.

Day dawned at last, and how fearful a scene was presented by
the districts around Cape Eathurst ! The horizon was shut in on
every side by ice-masses, but their advance appeared to be checked
for the moment at least. The ruins of the ice-wall were at rest,
and it was only now and then that a few blocks rolled down froni
the still tottering crests of the remaining icebergs. But the whole
mass—a great part of its volume being sunk beneath the surface
of the sea—was in the grasp of a powerful current, and was driving-
the island along with it to the south, that is to say, to the ocean"^
in the depths of which they would alike be engulfed.

Those who were thus borne along upon tho\land were not fully
conscious of the peiil in which they stood. Thoy had their comrades
to save, and amongst them the brave woman who had so won all
their hearts, and for whom they would gladly have laid down their
lives. The time for action had come, they could again approach the
palisades, and there was not a moment to lose, as the poor creatures
had already been buried beneath the avalanche for six hours.
We have already said that Cape Bathurst no longer existed.

Struck by a huge iceberg it had fallen bodily upon the factory^
breaking the boat and crushing the dog-house and stable with the
poor creatures in them. The principal house next disappeared
beneath the masses of earth and sand, upon which rolled blocks of
ice to a height of fifty or sixty feet. The court of the fort was filled
up, of the palisade not a post was to be seen, and it was from
beneath this accumulation of earth, sand, and ice, that the victims
were to be dug out.

Before beginning to work Hobson called the head carpenter to
him, and asked if he thought the house could bear the weight of
the avalanche.
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'• I think so, sir," replied .Aruc-Nab • " hTfirr \
^"^

;im sure of it. You re.i.e.nber how ;« s L i
,'. f^

"^•"^'^^^ '^^ I

'casenmtecV and the vertical bcun.s ^1^00 fl •

•'
'

'' '"'^ ^^"'''"

-ust have ofiered groat resistance7^^ t hv ""^
"" /'"""

sand with which the roof wis fir.l .,» 1

^^'''"^ •-''"^'» ''""l

«w^ .. .:. ran „r t.,„ u.r, "tr^IrL?:™
^'"^^' '^"

Tl.o Lie„tc,„u, tl,e„ s "rfo^M T , ,r""'°,'"""
'"'""'^

^

"

of l..»vido,. had ,,oo„ lofll .Vo l.o.t!"''-''

""' '"''"^ '- if l''en.y

pnnlo'anrkdf:'
''" ''''"'•^•' " "-"™^ .'-'y to oat i,. tW

"And any water?"
" Yos, water and rum too."
"All right, then," said llobson, ''they will not b. . ,how about air?" ^ ""' ^^ starved—but
To this question Mac-Nib P,.ni,i , ^

Loi-od, the house had u t tvc,
"

.

'" "" "1''^' ""'• if. =» Le
chief danger of the four vl 1 1 ^•.

''" ""'" "' "" «"'•''' I'O the

t..oy n,y.t yet be saved.Udrh.t^.rTh;'Zr 'T'"'a couimunicution Avith the outer nir.
"'' *" ''^^"''^

All set to work zealously, men an.] «•<.»,» n

attaelced at the risk ..f l.rovol i^CV r'n
'',

" '''" "'^^''^'^

iug. were ably directed by Jfoe^Nab
" ' """ "" l"''"^'''''-

mt:'':r:ft„':„;fi^rh,::'^,''' r' '"^r °' «- »-»-*'•.
Thes,„allerpieees„<i

i JLm M
™ '" "'''"" "'^ ''S-"-

tl.e large ^Alu had tob^ '^.t "^r' '""?'"' """''" ^"'

Mith the aid of a lar„. *V„ r
' .*"""""' S™'" "ize ivere melted

wa. tried to dc^ r ; '^^t i/ofT:'"!"
?™";'- »'"• -ery .,.ea„s

tiu.e.
^ » ' '"-' "^ ""- ''^'^ '" the shortest possible

tl.e horizou. It ,v,s not, ho v v
'

r v ^f
"""""'''"""'' '''''">'

a. before, and it was deter^nined to 'i, „ ^'l- i" f

'" T' ",'"=''*

tile night, and when there „,..„ 1

°," "'*™ "'""Sl"

Mae-Kab hoped to^^Z^ZO.^^T^l:"'''^-»s, so as to aa,nit the outer air to the ^t^lZ^^^:^



298 THE FUR COUNTRY.

All night long tho party worked nt the excavation, attacking the
masses with iron and lieat, as tho one or the other seemed more
likely to be effective. Tho men wielded tho pickaxo wliilst tho
women ke[)t uj) tho fires ; but all were animated by one purpose

—

the saving of tho lives of Mrs Baniott, Madge, Kalumuh, and tho
astronomer.

When morning dawned tho poor creatures had been buried for
thirty hours in air necessarily very impuro under so thick a
cover.

Tho progress made in tho night bad been so great that lilac-Nalj

prepared to sink his .shaft, which he meant to go straight down to tho
top of the house

; and which, according to his calculation, would not
Lave to be more than fifty feet deep. It would be easy enough to
sink this shaft through the twenty feet of ice ; but great difliculty

would be experienced when tho earth and sand were reached, as,

being very brittle, they would of course constantly fill in tho shaft,
and its sides would therefore liave to bo lined. Long pieces of
wood were prepared for this purpose, and the boring proceeded.
Only three men could work at it together, and tho soldiers relieved
each other constantly, so that tho excavation seemed likely to pro-
ceed rapidly.

As nught be supposed tho poor fellows alternated between hope
and fear when soimo obstacle delayed them. When a sudden fall

undid their work they felt discouraged, and nothing but Mac-Nab's
steady voice could have rallied them. As the men toiled in turn at
their weary task the women stood watching them from tho foot of a
hill, saying little, but often praying silently. They had now nothing
to do but to prepare the food, which the men devoured in their
short intervals of repose.

The boring proceeded without any very great difficulty, but the
ice was so hard that the progress was but ;-low. At the end of the
second day IMac-Nab had nearly reached the layer of earth and
sand, and could not hope to get to the m-]' of Lh<. house before the
end of the next day.

Night fell, but the work was continued by the light of torches.

A " snow-house " was hastily dug out in one of the hummocks on
the shore as a temporary shelter for the women and the little boy.
'Ihe wind had veered to the south-west, and a cold rain began to fall,

- cc-'-.panied with occasional squalls; but neither the Lieutenant
Si or his men dreamt of leaving off work.
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Now began tlio worbt part of the t<islf Tf „, „ .

^
to bore in the shifting La.es of Inf.nd'^;^^^^^
necessary to prop up the sides of the shaft t^^h J 1 ,

?'''"'

earth bein,^ drawn to the surface in u bu 1 "^^' *'^° ^''''

course under the circumstances the wlk 1 ,
7' ' 'T' ^^

falls might occur at any monient and th
^'"""""^ ''^''^^^^

being buried in their t.fra
'

" '""'''"' ''''' "» ^^"-^^ ^^

a long piek, but as it'met ^T^^:"^'"^' ^"'V'^'^S ^^^
did not reach the roof of the house.

'
""'" ""''^'''' '^''' ''

When the morning once more dawned onlv f^n fn,.f t i i.

excavated in the n.a.ss of earth and sand so .fT '^ ^"'"

to be bored throu.'h before the roof '>ftl' 1
'?"'^ ''^'"''^'"^^

that is to say, if it\adtt g 1;J 'd^tir^ r"'' 'f
""'^'^^^^

it did before the fall of the lalanZ'
"^"'^ '^' ^"^^^^""

It was now fifty-four hours since Mrs Barnotfc n,ul i

panions were buried !

^ ^""^ ^^'^ com-

MacNab and the Lieutenant often wondered if thoy on their sidahad made any effort to open a communication witl/tho o^ 'afr

...remen^ered leaving his^^;^;::! ^tS: "ti:":might have broken open one of the doors and begu.i to pierceniTloTvacross the layer of earth. But such a gallery could IZZ f-m a horizontal direction, and would be'a Z^^^^Z^^^Z.
he smkmg of a shaft from above, for the masses flun. down by

than five hundred feet m diameter. Of course the prisoners couldnotbe aware of this fact, and if they should succeeds bodnVt e^rhorizontal gallery, it would be eight days at least before the/eouldcut through the last layer of ice, and by that time they would betotally deprived of air, if not of food.
^

Nevertheless the Lieutenant carefully went over every portion ofthe accumulation himself, and listened intently for any Lund" osubterranean digging, but he heard nothing.
^ ^

The clumsy wooden pops ^^..f^^^^g t^f^teS
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from filling in the pit, a few falls occurred, but they were rapidly
checko.l, and no fresh misfortunes occurred throughout the day
excei)t that the soldier Garry received a blow on the head from a
falling block of ice. The wound was not however severe, and he
would rot leave his work.

At four o'clock the shaft was fifty feet deep altogether, havin<r
been sunk through twenty feet of ice and thirty of sand and earth.

It was at this depth that Mac-J^ab had exi)ected to reach the roof
of the house, if it had resisted the pressure of the avalanche
He was then at the bottom of the shaft, and his disappointment

and dismay can be imagined when, on driving his pickaxe into
the ground as far as it would go, it met with no resistance
whatever.

Sabine was with him, and for a few moments he remained with
ins arms crossed, silently looking at his companion.

" No roof then % " inquired the hunter.
-Nothing whatever," replied the carpenter, - but let us work on,

the roof has bent of course, but the floor of the loft cannot have
given way. Another ten feet and we shall come to that floor or
else '

Mac-Nab did not finish his sentence, and the two resumed their
worL with the strength of despair.

At six o'clock in the evening, another ten or twelve feet had been
dug out.

MacNab sounded again, nothing yet, his pick still sunk in the
shifting earth, and flinging it from him, he buried his face in his
hands and muttered

—

" Poor things, poor things
!
" He then climbed to the openin- of

the shaft by means of the wood-work.
The Lieutenant and the Sergeant were together in greater anxiety

than ever and .-iking them aside, the carpenter told them of hi^
dreadful disappointmeiit.

-Then/' observed Hobson, "the house must have been crushed
by the avalanche, and the poor people in it " .

" No
!
" cried the head-carpenter with earnest conviction, " no it

cannot have been crushed, it must have resisted, strengthened as ifc

was. it camiot—it cannot have been crushed !

"

" Well,^ then, what has happened ? » said the Lieutenant in a
broken voice, his eyes filling with tears.

•' Simply this," replied Mac-Nab, " the house itself has remained
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intact, but the ground on which it was built"^^^i^^r. ~T ""Wo 1- gone through the crust of i . d
"

I^^e
7'''

,
^.'^^

of the island. It has not been cni^hed b,
''

r

-^"""^^'^t^""

poor creatures in if' ' "^ engulfea, and the

"Are drowned
!
" cried Lonrr

ice forming, tbo fLZ „ of. ' SZ:;;?
'""^ '""" """ "'"

enormous pressure The vertiJlV '
'"" "''''y "'"« '"ch

tl.e coiling^ „„., re^teJtC [ZV: r ,:"'''-.r'l!''°
'^^""^ "^

catastrophe by their wei-ht a„/tV„ ! 7 ',
"""'"^ ^''''-''l "=

" Well, ulN^V^MiZlTj^^rr ''"' ''='" ™S"'f«'-

alive " ™ "' '^'' 'f "-e cannot find tliein

" We must reeover their bodies "
i^,!,,,! n,. i ,

to any of his comrades of t],e terribl f i

?"'""* '^ ^^'"^'^^

assumed.
"'^^' ^"™ ^^'^ '"^'ixiety had now

_

The excavation continued throughout the nicd.t tl,o .mg each other every hour nnrl TTni.
^"^ n^^'it, tJio men rehev-

at woric without a nro.IVrrlt "" "' ""*'' ™'=^«' '>>™

At three o'clock in the morninrr Knl]M>. ^-
t

something hard, which gave out Hn! ^^.^ 1^^ ,^'"f
''''''''

felt^ it almost before he heard it.

'"'"'^ carpenter

" We have reached them !
" cried the snlrHor «< ,^

J^^.
now sevent,..six hours siuee the avalanche fell „,,on the

n.tS'.::eTLr;;:ri,:rit.ei:fT^' '""'\™*- '^'-'"^''

fore felt that alUopc „s Zl ""' ''""' '''"''"'' '^™-

™f. The earpe,r«,::^/- :::;• „%trtti":^ tt'ijf "ie.z,„g a ,,icka..e sent the laths o£ the roof fl Ton ev ry 'S
'

ll
. ivhich It was d,(l,eult to recognise in the darknes^.

"^
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It was Kalnmali

!

" IIolp ! lielp !
" she murmured feebly.

ITob.sou let Iiimsolf down tlirough the opening, and found himself
up to the waist in i. o-cold water. Strange to say, the roof had not
given way, but as ^lac-Nab had supposed, the house liad sunk, and
was full of water. The water did not, however, yet fill the loft, and
was not more than a foot above the floor. There was still a faint
hope !

Tlio Lieutenant, feeling his way in the darkness, came across a
motionless body, and dragging it to the opening ho consigned it to
Pond and Kellet. It was Thomas Black.

Madge, also senseless, was next found ; and she and the astro-
nomer were drawn up to the surface of the ground with ropes, where
the open air gradually restored them to consciousness.

Mrs IJarnett was still missing, but Kalumah led Hobson to the very
end of the loft, and there he foinid the unhappy lady motionless and
insensible, with her head scarcely out of the water.

The Lieutenant lifted her in his arms and carried her to the
opening, and a few moments later he had reached the outer air with
his burden, followed by Mac-Nab with Kalumah.

Every one gathered round Mrs Barnett in silent anxiety, and
poor Kalumah, exhausted as she was, flung herself across her
friend's body.

Mrs Barnett still breathed, her heart still beat feebly, and revived
by the pure fresh air she at last opened her eyes.

A cry of joy burst from every lip, a cry of gratitude to Heaven
for the great mercy vouchsafed, which was doubtless heard above.
Day was now breaking in the east, the sun was rising above the

horizon, lighting up the ocean with its brilliant beams, and Llrs
Barnett painfully staggered to her feet. Looking round her from
the summit of the new mountain formed by the avalanche, which
overlooked the whole island, she murmured in a changed and'hollow
voice

—

" The sea I the sea !

"

Yes, the ocean now encircled the wandering island, the sea was
open at last, and a true sea-horizon shut in the view from east to
west.
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DEHRWG SEA,

(HE island, driven by the ico-wall, had then driff i .
speed into Eohrincr Sea ,r.J ^ " '"''^^^^^^^ ''^^ a great

._ out rnnning a.rom d onlulT 'T t
^ "^° '''^^ ^^'^^h-

on before the icy barrLrrXt^L ^^p^^^^^^^^^
marine current, hastening onwird^ 1 '.'".f

'".'P ^^ ^ powerful sub-
in the war^erVaters ofC^c Id^i!rf^'^\^^'^-'"^-"

depended M-as useless '
' "''' ^"^'^ ^" ^^'^ich all had

«.o house now in th. wa "Th^,™. Bhl" f
,°" ''""" 'P^"' "'

had been aroused by the crash ofT, ,*,""''«'=- •'""I Kalun.ali

tho doors or wiuJows. T Le , , ^T '
"'" ''"'' "'*°'' *"

ftting out, theraass of cart , aud
™° '^ •'? Possibility of

bof<.re Capo Bathurst, oo^plotorcovtj ™ ^ut a m„,„e„t

^mediately afterwards tl.c „ is„„™ 1°, 'hi ? "'"' •''"""^'

-asses whieh were flung up™ tllet;^
'^ ""' "' '"" ""«' '^

in another quarter of an liour ill f.it n » o ,

resisting the cnorn.ous nres, ro
"

,
'°' .""•''t

,
""> house, whilst

the island. They know'th ^ :' ZtTll! ^'""^l
,"'° """ "'

>vay, and that the house would (111S ^vlter I

™" '""° «'"'"

-d thV^iyt™ Tt:^.u:!;-r'^p^^
likely to resist, and two blod ,'„fT >,

^.°"°™''' ""' '"f' ''""ed
it fnnn being i-umedia^Iy ..^Ld

'"'"« '""' "'^ ™f ^^'^

the lower rooms. TheyT^tt Ifte iV f?"""^ """S "»™S'"
But by little short :f a"'.- -™''"' " '™™"'' '

le, the roof of the house, with Its
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Strong raniowork, rcsi.storl tI,o pressure, nn.l after sinking a eert;ii,i
dcptli the h.M.sc reniaino.l stationary, with the water raM.er nlmvo
the floor of the h,ft. The prisoners ^vcro obliged to take refn-n)
amongst the rafters of the roof, and there they nnnaincd for n.a.ty
hours Kalun.ali devoted herself to the service of the others, anil
carr.e.l |„„d to thoui through tlu- wafer. They n.uld make no
fittenipt to save themselves, suceour eould oidy eonie from without

It was a terrd.lo situation, for breathing was dillieult in the
vitiated air deficient as it was in oxygon, and chariied with a great
ox-cess of carbonic aeid

. . . A few hours later llobson would'only
Jiavo tound the corpses of In's friends !

The horror of the position was increased by the gusliin- of tho
witcr through the lower rooms, which convinced Mrs Uurnett that
the island was drifting to tho south. She had, in fact, guessed tho
uhole truth

;
she knew that tho ice-wall had liecled over and fall,Mi

npon tho island, and concluded that the boat was destroyed It
Avasthis last fact which gave such terrible .significance to her first
words when she looked around her after Lor swoon—

" The sea ! the sea !

"

Those about her, however, could think of nothing yet but tho
fact, that they had saved her for whom they would luve died, an<l
M'lth her Madge, Kalnmah, and Thomas J'.lack. Thus far not one
of those who had joined the Lieutenant in his disastrous expedition
Kid succumbed to any of the fearful dangers through which they

iiad passed. ''

But matters were not yet at their worst, and fresh troubles wcro
soon to hasten the final catastrophe.

Hobson's first care after Mrs IJarnett's recovery was to take the
bearings of the island. It was useless now to think of (piittin- it
as the sea was open and their boat destroyed. A few ruins ah.ne
remained of the mighty ice-wall, tho upper portion of which Jiad
crushed Cape Batliurst whilst the submerged base was drivin- the
island to the south.

°

The instruments and maps belonging to tlir astronomer were
lonnd in the nuns of the house, and were fortunately uninjured.
Iho weather was cloudy, but Hobson succeeded in takin- th,i
altitude ()f the sun with sufl^cient accuracy for his purpose.
We give the result obtained at noon on tho 12th I\ray. Victoria

Island was then situated in longitude IGS"^ 12' west of Greenwich,
and in latitude G3^ 37' N. The exact spot was looked out on the chart.



iif<ftK/\'(;
s/.:^.

305

wcro

-^la'Hls of I!„|,,i„. s.uir'
''"'" "'^ "" <" -"o „f tl.o

•M-'^ttlu'w. N,u,iv,.,lc, SI, IS,,,
/'""'"•'""

«'''V^M.avvronno Nf

"rrosfc Its curse. " """- •^'''^ "" ^hr. .so„Ll., .ni^ht
V(!.s

! ,St L'lwivdf,, „il"lif 1,,. ., I, 1

^."t ,„,„„ ,i,„ Ai.„u.„,
i„i..;,,,i

,,',"'""'''"'"''"•'"»>",
t„

•''i« "fJ.....! ii„,„. ,.t ,,,,„ , :

, ''"'"";«» 1"'™ i"»n »,,.„ „,r ti,„

;""" 7'"-^" '^ -'^"^trr^,:;.:,;':^;:;;'"'''''"''''"''^'-
i"rty dog,™.., „„,,,|, |.,tit,„|, ,v,'lL

'.'''" """' '""''"-•''

«™re ,.„,I |„,,I„„„r,I „i,,l„ 'V
""'"J' "i"^'" i™ "ill .mOt

; i„

i^'tu„.,„, ,„'„,
,,...;i:';:;r,;::;;;:;:

«""" - -^ i--i«^iyw
JNow tlio warm .soason oP l«ri i ''i' . .

"oui.1 h,,,to„ ti,o di,.:;,,;;!,.";:^',^:,-';,' ^"^-''^.-i ^i-
iH ifilaruj. Tho

V

' *



30vJ THE FUR COUNTRY.

Lelirnig Soa liud already cliunged from blue to green, as the great
navigator JTudson observed they always do on the annroacli of
iec4,ergs, so that a catastrophe might bo expected at any moment

llob«on determined to do his best to avert the coming misfortune
and ordered a raft to be constructed uiiioh Avould cany the whole
colony, and might be guided to tho continent somehow or other
lliero was every change of mCiug vessels now that the whalinc^
reason had comn.oncod, and Mac-Nab was commissioned to make I
largo solid rait which would float when Victoria Island was en-ndfed

Lut first of all, it was necessary to construct some shelter for the
homeless inhabitants of the island. Tiie simple plan appeared to
be to dig out the old barracks, which had been built on to the prin-
cipal liouso, and tho walls of which were still standin- Every one
set to work with a hearty good-will, and i; a few days a shelt/r was
provided from the inclemencies of the licklc weather.

Search was also made in the ruins of the large house, and a
good many articles of more or less value were saved from tho sub-
merged rooms-tools, arms, furniture, tho air pumps, and the air

On the 13th May all hope of drifting on to the island of 8fc
Lawrence had to be abandoned. When the bearings were taken it
was found that they were passing at a considerable distance to the east
.)i that island

;
and, as llobson was well aware, currents do not run

against natural obstacles, but turn tlicm, so that little hoi.o could
be entertained of thus making the land. It is true the network of
islands m the Catherine Archipelago, scattered over several decrees
of latitude, might stop the island if it ever got so far. Eut, as we
have before stated, that was not probable, although it wasadvancinc.
at great speed

;
for this speed must decrease considerably when the ice!

wall which was driving it along should be broken away or dissolved
unprotected as it was from the heat of the sun by any covering, of
earth or sand. ^ ^ o

Lieutenant llobson, Mrs Barnett, Sergeant Long, and the head
carpenter often discussed these matters, and came to the conclusion
that the island could certainly never reach the Aleutian group with
so many chances against it.

On the 14th May, Mac-Nab and liis men commenced the cor-
struction of a huge raft. It had to be as high as possible above the
wa er, to prevent the waves from breaking over it, so that it was
really a formidable undertaking. The blacksmith, Rae, had fortu-



ho great;

roach of

)nu!iit.

(fortune,

10 wholo

r otlier.

whaliiifr

make a

iigulfod.

for tho

iirod to

ho in'in-

evy one

Iter was

and a

ho sub-

tho air

. of Sfc

ikon, it

'he east

.ot run

I could

i'ork of

Icgrees

as we
ancing

ho ice-

iolved,

•ing of

head

lusion

) with

! cor-

^e the

t was

i"ortu-



' Examining the state of the sea," &c. - Pane 307.



30/
natoly found a J.irxro numwTTl '. "

'"•"".^I't fn.la Fort Jlelianc L.d f

"""" ^'^'' ^'^'^^^ '"'^J been
-toning together the dilll.V.nt

p XnT tl'f
"''^" ''^ '"'"^

»'"t. ' "'""8 "^ the framework of the
Wo must deacribo the novel slfo f ., , .

ge«ted by Lioutonunt IJobZ .'Ti ^
""'"° "^ '''' ''^' «"»-

l;''^"J^-'^ t"&^.'thcr on the ground thev w •

'•"""^' '^"' ^"''^"'' ""'1

«"•! launched ^eparatel/ T .ovT T ^"'^^'"'^'^ ''" ^''"^ ^^-'k^-

<"" tJ.o .ater. This nu'lo of frocl:L )'"

,T'^
'"^' ^''^^^^^^

' J^^« carpenter wouhl bo ableLr^i '7'^ "^vanta^os :^
;on, and the stability which ho 1

'? J-'^^Keof the point of /lota-

Victoria Island n.olfed, t o 'i" fr. '' *'" '''^'- '^ ^^'-^
-uM '-t be liable t,> the oekrit:;;1;''"'^ '" ""*'^""- ''-^
the inevitable break-np eame

'^ '"''^^'^ ^^ "" ^'"^^ when
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"""''^'- '^<^^^'
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?'"'^"'"^' ^''° ^^ato
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'^ ^"'° "^'^"^ ^^'^ vast
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and then floating trees of di r^ t
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" fT '''''^''' ^-^

by the great ocean currents fr wt f .'.I'f
^ ^'^^ ^^'^ brought

<^" their way to the north
^'^t^tndos, passed the island

Port Larnett. Ifc ,vas a fine T' /
^^"^'f^

<^''-'Pe JJathurst and
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'^ ^^^^ ^^^--"
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^'""'''^ ^'"""^ '^'''' ^"'"'"^ts
dissolved every atom of ice.

' '"" '''^"^'^ ^^^^^« completely
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^^^^ ''' ''^'-

"^terest. The ground was moret 1/^^^ ^
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^' "^^'^ ^'^^^^

-^Wrsprmg, transferred aiittst^;^^^^^^^^
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little mosses and tender flowers grew rapidly, and Mrs Joliffe's
garden was wonderfully successful. The vegetation of eve- - kind
hitherto checked by the rigour of the Arctic winter, was net only
more abundant, but more brilliantly coloured. The hues of loaves
and flowers were no longer pale and watery, but warm and glowin^r
like the sunbeams Avhich called them forth. The arbutus, willow'
birch, fir, and pine trees were clothed with dark verdure ; the sap-
sometimes heated in a temperature of 68° Fahrenheit—burst open
the young buds

;
in a word, the Arctic landscape was completely

transformed, for the island was now beneath the same parallel of
latitude as Christiania or Stockholm, that is to say, in one of the
finest districts of the temperate zones.

But Mrs Barnett had now no eyes for these wonderful phenomena
of nature. The shadow of the coming doom clouded her spirit.
She shared the feeling of depression manifested by the hundreds of
animals now collected round the factory. The foxes, martens,
ermines, lynxes, beavers, musk-rats, gluttons, and even the wolves,
rendered less savage by their instinctive knowledge of a common
danger, approached nearer and nearer to their old enemy man, as if
man could save them. It was a tacit, a touching acknowledgment
of hrman superiority^, under circumstances in which that superiority
could be of absolutely no avail.

No
! Mrs Barnett cared no longer for the beauties of nature, and

gazed without ceasing upon the boundless, pitiless, infinite ocean with
its unbroken horizon.

" Poor Madge
!
" she said at last to her faithful companion ; « it

was I who brought you to this terrible pass—you who have followed
me everywhere, and whose fidelity deserved a far difi-erent recom-
pense ! Can you forgive me ?

"

" There is but one thing I could never have forgiven you," replied
Madge,—'' a death I did not share ! ''

_

'^ Ah, Madge !" cried Mrs B;irnett, "if my death could save the
lives of all these poor people, how gladly would I die !

"

« My dear girl," replied Madge, "have you lost all hope at
last %

" ^

"I have indeed," murmured Mrs Barnett, hiding her face on
Madf,.3's shoulder.

The strong masculine nature had given way at last, and Uvs
Barnett was for a moment a feeble woman. Was not her emotion
excusable in so awfnj a situation 1
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Mrs Barnett sobbed alnn^ iT

cheeks.
"^ ^^°"^' ^""^ ^'•^'•Se tears rolled down her

Madge kissed and caressed her inrl kr\.A n i.
l^er

;
and presently, raisin^ her 1, il

""'^ '^' "^'^^'^ <^« ^^'-^^^ure

" Do nit tell th rTaf^e ],r t'
}"' ^''' ""'''''''' ''^'^-

that I have wept." ' ^''
^''' ^ ^'""^ ^^^^^ ^'-^y-clo not betray

up,^and take fresh courage."
^' ^"^'^'^^^ ^«^^ gi^i

i cheer
"Do you mean to sav von cfri 1

P„f r 1
^\i'idge simply.

*



CHAPTER XX.

IN THE OFFING.

^^^^^^^''^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^ ""'^ floating in tlie widest part of

^If Behring Sea, six hundred miles from the nearest of the
•^^^^^ Aleutian Islands, and two hundred miles from the nearest
land, which was on the east. Supposing no accident happened, it
would be three weeks at least before this southern boundary of
Behring Sea could be reached.

Could the island last so long 1 flight it not burst open at any
moment, subject as it was even now to the constant action of tepid
water, the mean temperature of which was more than 50° Fahren-
heit?

Lieutenant Hobson pressed on the construction of the raft as
rapidly as possible, and the lower framework was already floating on
the lagoon. Mac-Nn.b wished to make it as strong as possible^ for
It would have a considerable distance to go to reach ilie Aleutian
Islands, unless they were fortunate enough to meet with a whaler.
No important alteration had lately taken place in the general con-

figuration of the island. Eeconaissances were taken every day, but
great caution was necessary, as a fracture of the ground might at
any moment cut off the explorers from the rest of the party.

°

The wide gulf near Cape Michael, which the winter had closed,
had reopened gradually, and now ran a mile inland, as far as the
dried-up bed of the little river. It was probable that it Avas soon to
extend to the bed itself, which was of course of little thickness, having
been hollowed out by the stream. Should it do so, the whole district
between Cape Michael and Port Barnett, bounded on the west by
the river bed, would disappear—that is to say, the colonists would
lose a good many square miles of their domaiu. On this account
Hobson warned every one not to wander far, as a rough sea would be
enough to bring about the dreaded catastrophe.

Soundings were, however, taken in several places with a view to
ascertaining where the ice was thickest, and it was found that, near
Cape Bathurst, not only was the layer of earth and sand of greater

I

N



" The lower framework wa. already floating." &c.-Pa,/. 310.



extc

tliic

Stan

amo

ever

ance

warn

anoti

Tl

was '

byfli

rose

broke

little

in tlu

provif

Eai

quant

slopes

white

soil to

but fo:

foratec

Gre;

earth i

fell in

betwee

changei

reniaini

no hun

the epl

perhaps

was goi

On t:

house ir

had ope

principa

Hith(

and buri

the ice-(



Miaii-iSiffltSiS.'S

IN THE OFFING.

warmer waters, ,t was d id d tla;V ^ ^^ Tf '^"^""S '"'"

another tl„-ee ;eeks ™ '"P™"'"" 'or it to last

Tlie next week, from the 19th to the 25th Mav th. „ „.

in the ratt, the scaffddir , ',^ ^ °" "" """S™"/ '" embaric

provisions;.. ;::S1^ ::i:ttz zi^
'""=^'^' -" »-

Kam heavy enough to penetrate to the ice'-ernst fell i„ 1qnanttfes during this storm, and melted it in mar, ae OnT

forated
^^^ ^''''^ ^^^"^ everywhere per-

£^i":::s:::e-Sd-x^~t^y^r\;-
bi;:rfLir:;d^;v: ttr-fttzr °' '"^'f-changed. A few ,rm„„. „f k- . ^

'""" ™^ ™mpletely

remalned-t fol T fenl tf "k"'
*""'"'^ <" "^ ^'°-

no hnman slcill eo U „f, "T'"'"""
"-"P-'i"-. whieh

the ephemeral island wigiallysutJalL"' """ '"" ''"'

ho°se i^' «.'';"h"
1-?-'' *",""" '"" ''™' "= '"'"" S'^W» >e" the

principal house of'tl/eflty
"' '"™erly oceupied by the

and'^bSi::,: "i:::;;.''' '-r
'^-"""'^'^ ^""-"^^--O'

the ice-crust beneath tt • lilS^b^r^h^:^trev^ti;
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enlarged the crevasse, and the house with all it contained li id sunk
to rise no more. Earth and sand were jjouring throngli this iissur<^,

at the bottom of which surged the tempest-tossed waves.

Sabine's comrades, hearing his cries, ruslicd to his assistance, and
were just in time to save Iiim as he was still clinging to the slippery

walls of the abyss. He escaped with a ducking which might have
had tragic consequences.

A little later the beams and planks of the house, which had slid

under the island, were seen floating about in the offing like the
spars of a wrecked vessel. This was the worst evil the storm had
wrought, and would compromise the solidity of the island yet more,
as the waves would now eat aw^ay the ice all round the crevasse.

In the course of the 2oth May, the wind veered to the north-east,

and although it blew strongly, it was no longer a hurricane
;

the rain ceased, and the sea became calmer. After a cpiiet ni<dit

the sun rose upon the desolate scene, the Lieutenant w.^3 able
to take the bearings accurately, and obtained the following
result :

—

At noon on the 25th May, Victoria Island was in latitude 56° 13',

and longitude 170'' 23'.

It had therefore advanced at great speed, having drifted nearly
eight hundred miles since the breaking up of the ice set it free in
Behring Strait two months before.

This great speed made the Lieutenant once more entertain a
slight hope. He pointed out the Aleutian Islands on the map to his
comrades, and said

—

" Look at these islands
; they are not now two hundred miles

from us, and we may reach them in eight days,"

" Eight days !
" repeated Long, shaking his head ; " eight days is a

long time."

"I must add," continued Hobson, "that if our island had fol-

lowed the hundred and si.xty-eighth meridian, it would already have
reached the parallel of these islands, but in consequence of a
deviation of the Behring current, it is bearing in a south-westerly
direction."

The Lieutenant was right, the current seemed likely to drag the
island away from all land, even out of sight of the Aleutian Islands,

which only extend as far as the hundred and seventieth meridian.
Mrs Barnett examined the map in silence. She saw the pencil-

mark which denoted the exact spot then occupied by the island.
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tinent /afd :;;:i^^^
touching either con-

and all with her were huLying.
^
'"^^"^ ^'^^^^^ ^-^''^^'^^ ^vhichshe

She mused long upon this melancholy subject a,.,] .,t i fexclaimed suddenly— "^ '=u'yect, and at last

"Could not tlie course of the island be controlled ? Fi.hf iIt this pace would brinr. us to tbf. l..f ,

", 'V
/^'='>* ^''^ys

group."
== ^^''^ ^'*^* ^^^'"'•i of the Aleutian

''Those eight days are in the hands of God "
renlied T io.f .Hobson cravelv • "wpr.oT,«^ • ' '^'^I*"'^" J-'it!"tenanti,iavtiy, \\e can exercise no control uium \\^(^^.^ t-t i».,o„,yeo„,e to „s f™„ .bove; th.e is J^^^^l

i' luemselyes. Is there really nothing we can do?"Hobson shook his head doubtfullv Hi«^. i i

raft, and he was undecided w lether io en b ^ ^^" ''"' "^ '^''

once, contrive some sort of a saU ^tLclo h s"!"""; 7'T '' ^'

the nearest land, or to wait yet a lit^tnC "
'"' ''' '' "'^^^^

He consulted Sergeant Lon^^ Mac-N-nb T?ol nr i

i» whom be had great confidencetdH .Xe!tZlT' ^nTunwjae to abandon the island bef;,. the" C'e e 'b '/ The nconstantly swept as it would be by the Lrcon d llvf ? '

resonree, and would not move at half thl m^L ^f tl ^,7 '""

driven towards the south bytho remai, ofr.ee w ,1 a C"!!generally blew from the east, and would be ^2^"; -n .^
^

out into the offing away from all h^d ^ ''"" ""^ '•''''

^I^^t::^^^^-^::^!,::^^ ^^" was drift.

group they would be able to see whlt'^^^^d" 'fenf^' '''

Tlus was certamly the wisest course to take. la e "ht ri,v, ;

we. . .e waters of^he .acific^C^i:;tt-rtl^r^^^^

But the adverse fate which seemed all along to have followed the
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hapless colonists li.ad yet another blow in store for them : the

speed on which they counted was now to fiiil them, as everything

else had done.

During the night of the 20th May, the orientation of the island

changed once nioro ; and this time the results of the displacement

wore extremely nerious. The island turned half round, and the

icebergs still remaining of the huge ice-wall, which had shut iu the

northern horizon, wore now on the south.

In the morning the shipwrecked travellers—what name could be
more appropriate ?—saw the sun rise above Cape Esquimaux instead

of above Port liarnett.

Hardly a hundred yards off rose the icebergs, rapidly melting, but
still of a considerable size, which till then had driven the island

before them. The southern horizon was now partly shut, in by
them.

What would be the consequences of this fresh change of position ?

Would not the icebergs now float away from the inland, with which
they were no longer connected %

All were oppressed with a prcsentimtnt of some new misfor-

tune, and understood only too well what ivollet meant when he

exclaimed

—

" This evening we shall have lost our * screw !
'

"

By tl'is Kellet meant that the icebergs, being before instead of

behind the island, would soon leave it, and as it was they which
imparted t(» it its rapid motion, in consequence of their very great

draught of water—their volume being six or seven feet below the

sea level for every one above—they would now go on without it,

impelled by the submarine current, whilst Victoria Island, not

deep enough in the water to come under the infiuenc3 of the current,

would be left floating helplessly on the waves.

Yes ! Kellet was right ; the island would then be like a vessel with

disabled masts and a broken screw.

No one answered the soldier's remark, and a quarter of an hour

had not elapsed before a loud cracking sound was heard. The
summits of the icebergs trembled, large masses broke away, and
the icebergs, irresistibly drawn along by the submarine current,

drifted rapidly to the south.
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THE ISLAND BECOMES AN ISLET

tl.e wave, „,. „„ .„»'!',:i;:^„f,:":;;™"'
"" '"" ^"''" ^""-

advanced one mul
'""'"' """ ^'''"'"» I-^l'^'"! l-'d not

tiey l,ad take, t,, tl.cir raft.
°" "'" "'"'"'' "' »f'=^

The island was now in H-t" 'K'V i^+u i , ,».-„

.™d,,.d.d.„.,..„,„\,.fir:t,:i:i;:-:j^^

All agreed that tlioy should remain on'the island until i^ h.nlup, as It was too large to be affected hv tT,n of / ?.,
'""^'^

Still wait

!

shelter fronTth wether 1 m :[V.^V '^
'^^f

^""^^ ^^^^^^

be put up if necessary Ldtl,r 1

?^" P''^'"'''''''' '"^^^^'^ ^^^^^l

been ready TI,. T'l f
'''^' '"^""^^'^ ^"^ ^''« boat had lon^been ready The whole structure was strong, althou^di clumsy • J dif the wind were fayourablp nn.1 fi,» \ .

""o" ^^"msy
>
and

"Nothing," obseryed Mrs Barnett—«nnfl,;„„ • •

Him who rulp^ fl,. • ^ ,

^^'^"^"'— nothing is impossible to-iim WHO ruies the winds and waves."
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Hobf^on carefully looked over the stores of provisions. The

resci'ves had been much damaged by the avalanche, but there were

plenty of animals still on the island, and the abundant shrubs and

mosses supplied them with food. A few reindeer and hares were

slaughtered by the hunters, and their flesh salted for future

needs.

The health of the colonists was on the whole good. They had

suffered little in the preceding mild winter, and all the mental trials

they had gone through had not affected their physical well-being.

They were, however, looking forward Avith something of a shrink-

ing horror to the moment when they would have to abandon

their island home, or, to speak more correctly, when it abandoned

them. It was no wonder that they did not like the thought of

floating on the ocean in a rude structure of wood subject to all the

caprices of winds and waves. Even in. tolerably fine weather seas

Avould be shipped and every one constantly drenched with salt-

water. Lloreover. it must be remembered that the men were none of

them sailors, accustomed to navigation, and ready to risk their lives

on a few plank?, but soldiers, trained for service on land. Their

island was fragile, it i.^ true, and rested on a thin crust of ice ; but

then it was covered with a productive soil, trees and shrubs flourished

upon it, its huge bulk rendered it insensible to the motion of the

waves, and it might have been supposed to be stationary. They

had, in fact, become attached to Victoria Island, on which they had

lived nearly two years ; every inch of the ground had become fami-

liar to them ; they had tilled the soil, and had come safely through

so many perils in their wandering home, that in leaving it they

felt as if they were parting from an old and sorely-tried friend.

Hobson fully sympathised with the feelings of his men, and under-

stood their repugnance to embarking on the raft ; but then he also

knew that the catastrophe could not now be deferred much longer,

and ominous symptoms already gave warning of its r?,pid approach.

We will now describe this raft. It was thirty feet square, and

its deck rose two feet above the water. Its bulwarks would there-

fore keep out the small but not the large waves. In the centre the

carpenter had built a regular deck-house, which would hold some

twenty people. Eound it were large lockers for the provisions and

water-casks, all firmly fixed to the deck with iron bolts. The mast,

thirty feet high, was fastened to the deck-house, and strengthened

with stays attached to the corners of the k. . This mast was to
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have a square sail, which would only be useful wh'^T^j^^^iJ^

oLy.t^
'''^^"' '""' ^^'^ *" ^^^^ ^«"Sli structure, the fittiu-^sof which were necessarily incomplete.

Such was the raft constructed by the head carpenter, on which

thetri\'"7"^ T" '^ ^"'^^'- ^' -^ fl-4 peacefuny
the httle lake, strongly moored to the shore

It was certainly constructed with more care than if it had been

On the 1st June a hew incident occurred. Hope one of thesoldiers, went to fetch some water from the lake^^r "l n rv

sT°lhr lT';%f"
'^'^^ ''''-' ^^'^^^^-"^ that -

^Ir.
^"''' '"^ '^^' ^^^ "^"t^d f-^. "ot salt

The man replied that he had brought it from the lake as usualand as he and Mrs Joliffe were disputing about it,the Li Cut
haTflt wT' "• /'""'"-" ^«P^'« repeated a^ertions "it h

The waters were quite salt ; the bottom of the lake had evidentlygiven way, and the sea had flowed in
'^viaentiy

terHtLtear'''"^
'"'"' '^"""' ''^"' ^^"^ ""'^ ^^'^^ ^^^ -«^ '-^

together."'"
'"'' "''"'" ^^^^^^^"^^'^ '^^^ ^^^ P°- matures

^^
Lake Barnett had in fact disappeared, as Paulina River had done

arS:^::^^^''''''
'^^^^^^^ *° ~- ^^ —^- ^bout

'' There will be plenty of ice, my friends," he said. "We canaways melt a piece of our island, and," he added, with a ghaSyattempt at a smile, " I don't suppose we shall drink it all
"

^

Itis, m fact, well known that salt separates from sea-water in

'diZforrrd 'T'""""" ^ '''' '^^^^'^^ '' ^'^ -- theeo"
disinterred, if we may so express it, and melted for daily u^eand to fill the casks on board the raft.

^ '

It would not do, however, to neglect this fresh warning given %ynature.
_

The invasion of the lake by the sea proved that !he Joof the island was rnpidly melting. At any moment the ground

i
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might give way, and Hobson forbade his men to leave the factory, as
they niiglit be drifted away before they were aware of it.

The animals seemed more keenly alive than ever to approachin<»

danger ; they gathered yet more closely round the firmer part, and
after the disapjiearance of the fresh-water lake, they came to lick

the blocks of ice. They were all uneasy, and some seemed to be
seized with madness, especially the wolves, who rushed wildly
towards the factory, and dashed away again howling piteously. The
furred animals remained huddled together round the large well
where the principal house had formerly stood. There were several

liundreds of them, of different species, and the solitary bear roamed
backwards and forwards, showing no more hostility to the quad-
rupeds than to men.

The number of birds, which had hitherto been considerable, now
decreased. During the last few days all those capable of long-

sustained flight—such as swans, &c., migrated towards the Aleutian
Islands in the south, where they would find a sure refuge. This
significant and ominous fact was noticed by Mrs Barnett and Madire
who were walking together on the beach.

" There is plenty of food for these birds on the island," observed
Mrs Barnett, " and yet they leave it—they have a good reason, no
doubt."

" Yes," replied Madge ;
" their instinct of self-preservation makes

them take flight, and they give us a warning by which we ought
to profit. The animals also appear more uneasy than usual."

Kobson now decided to take the greater part of the provisions

and all the camping apparatus on board the raft, and when that was
done, to embark with the whole party.

The sea was, ho%yever, very rough, and the waters of the former
lake—now a kind of ilediterranean in miniature—were greatly

agitated. The waves, confined in the narrow space, dashed moun-
tains high, and broke violently upon the steep banks. The raft

tossed up and down, and shipped sea after sea. The embarkation
of provisions, &c., had to be put oiF.

Every one wislied to pass one more quiet night on land, and
Hobson yielded against his better judgment, determined, if it were
calmer the next day, to proceed -with the embarkation.

The night was more peaceful than had been expected ; the wind
went down, and the sea became calmer ; it had but been l wept by
one of those sudden and brief hurricanes peculiar to these latitudes.
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CHAPTER XXII.

THE FOUR FOLLOWING DAYS.

m^HE night was calm, and in the morning the Lieutenant re-

^#^ solved to order the embarkation of everything and every-^^ body that very day. He, therefore, went down to the lake
to look at the raft.

The fog was still thick, but the sunbeams were beginning to

struggle through it. The clouds had been swept away by the
hurricane of the preceding day, and it seemed likely to be hot.

"When Hobson reached the banks of the lake, the fog was still too

dense for him to make out anything on its surface, and he was
waiting for it to clear away, when he was joined by Mrs Barnett,

Madge, and several others.

The fog gradually cleared ofT, drawing back to the end of the

lake, but the raft was nowhere to be seen.

Presently a gust of wind completely swept away the fog.

The raft was gone ! There was no longer a lake ! The boundless

ocean stretched away before the astonished colonists !

Hobson could not check a cry of despair ; and when he and his

companions turned round and saw the sea on every side, they

realised with a shock of horror that their island was now nothing
more than an islet

!

During the night six-sevenths of the district once belonging to

Cape Bathurst had silently floated away, without producing a shock
of any kind, so completely had the ice been worn away by the con-

stant action of the waves, the raft had drifted out into the offing,

and those whose last hope it had been could not see a sign of it on
the desolate sea.

The unfortunate colonists were now overwhelmed with despair

;

their last hope gone, they were hanging above an awful abyss ready

to swallow them up ; and some of the soldiers in a fit of madness
were about to throw themselves into the sea, when Mrs Barnett
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rodents ; and the bear, which seemed terribly puzzled, paced round

and round tlio islot like a caged animal.

About five o'clock in the evening the three explorers returned to

the camp. The men and women were gathered together in gloomy

silence in the rough shelter still remaining to them, and ^Irs JolilTo

was preparing some food. Sabine, who was less overcome than his

comrades, was wandering about in the hope of getting some fresh

venison, and the astronomer was sitting apart from every one, gazing

at the sea in an absent indift'erent maimer, as if nothing could ever

rouse or astonish hiin again.

The Lieutenant imi>arted the results of his excursion to the

whole party. He told them that they were safer where they were

than they would be on any other spot, and he urged them not to

wander about, as there were signs of another approaching fracture

half way between the camp and Cape Esquimaux. The superficial

area of the islet would soon be yet further reduced, and they could

do nothing, absolutely nothing.

The day was really quite hot. The ice which had been " dis-

interred
'' for drinkable water melted before it was brought near the

fire. Thin pieces of the ice-crust of the steep beach fell off into the

sea, and it was evident that the general level of the islet was

bein^^ lowered by the constant wearing away of its base in the tepid

waters.

No one slept the next night. Who could have closed his eyes

with the knowledge that the abyss beneath might oiten at any

moment ?—who but the little unconscious child who still smiled in

his mother's arms, and was never for one instant out of them ?

The next mornuig, June 4th, the sun rose in a cloudless sky. No

change had taken place in the conformation of the islet during the

night.

In the course of this day a terrified blue fox rushed into the shed,

and could not be induced to leave it. The martens, ermines, polar

hares, mu^k-rats, and beavers literally swarmed upon the site of

the former factory. The ': olves alone were unrepresented, and had

probably all been swallowea up with the rest of the island. The

bear no longer wandered from Cape Bathurst, and the furred ani-

mals seemed quite unconscious of its presence; nor did the colonists

notice it much, absorbed as they were in the contemplation of the

approaching doom, which had broken down all the ordinary dis-

tinctions of race.
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of striking, especially in the night, and they therefore hasten to

chanLTO their course when ice is 8i''htecl : and this vessel would most

likely do the same, if it noticed the islet at all.

The alternations of hope and despair through which the anxious

watchers passed may be imagined, but cannot be described. Until

two o'clock in the afternoon they were able to believe that Heaven

had at last taken pity on them—that help was coming—that their

safety was assured. The vessel continued to approach in an oblique

direction, and was presently not more than six miles from the islet.

Signal after signal was tried, gun after gun fired, and some of tho

planks of the shed were Imrut.

All in vain—either they were not seen, or the vessel was anxious

to avoid the islet.

At half-past two it lufFed slightly, and bore away to the north-

east.

In another hour a white vapour was all that was visible, and that

soon disappeared.

On this the soldier Kellet burst into a roar of hysterical laughter,

and flinging himself on the ground, rolled over and over like a

madman.

Mrs Barnett turned and looked ^ladge full in the face, as if to

ask her if she still hoped, and Madge turned away her head.

On this i=ame ill-fated day a crackling noise was heard, ;ind the

greater part i the islet broke off, and plunged into the sea. The

cries of the drowning animals rent the air, and the islet was reduced

to the narrow strip between the site of the engulfed house and Cape

Bathurst. It was now merely a piece of ice.







CHAPTER XXIII.

ON A PIECE OF ICE.

PIECE of ice, a jagged triangular strip of ice, measuring
one hundred feet at its base, and scarcely five hundred in
its greatest extent ; and on it twenty-one human beings,

some hundred furred animals, a few dogs, and a Large bear, whi*cil
was at this moment crouching at the ory edo'e

!

Yes! all the hxckless colonists were there. Not one liad yet
been swallowed up. The last rupture liad occurred when they
were all in the shed. Thus far fate had spared them, probably
that they might all perish together.

A silent sleepless night ensued. No one spoke or moved, for the
slightest shake or blow might suffice to break the ice.

No one would touch the salt-meat served round by Mrs Joliffe.
What Avould be the good of eating ?

Nearly every one remained in the open air, feeling that it would
be better to be drowned in the open sea than in a narrow wooden
shed.

The next day, June 5th, the sun shone brightly down upon tlie

lieads of the doomed band of wanderers. All were still silent, and
seemed anxious to avoid each other. :Many giized with troubled
anxious eyes at the perfect circle of the horizon, of which the
miserable little strip of ice formed the centre. ISut the sea was
absolutely deserted—not a sail, not an ice-floe, not an islet ! Their
own piece of ice was probably the very last floating on the Eelirin^r

bea.

The temperature continued to rise. The wind had gone down,
and a terrible calm had set in, a gentle swell heaved the surface of
the sea, and the morsel of earth and ice, which was all that was left
of Victoria Island, rose and sank without change of position, like a
wreck—and what was it but a wreck ?

But a wreck, a piece of woodwork, a broker, mast, or a few
planks, remain floating ; they offer some resistance to the waves, they
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will not melt ; Imt this bit of ico, this solitlifiod water, must dissolve

with tiio heat of tiio sun !

This piooo of ioo had forniod the thiol<ost part of the island, and
this will t>x|)lain its haviiin; lasted so h)iii,'. A liiyor of earth and
plenty of vegetation covered it, and tho base of ice nnist have been
of eonsiderablo thieknoss. Tho long bitter I'olar winters nuist

have "fed it with fresh iee," in tho countless centuries during
which it was coiniected with tho inainland. i''ven now its mean
height was iive or six feet j.bovo the sea level, and its base Avas

probably of about the same thickness. AItho\igh in th(>so (juiet

waters it was not likely to bo broken, it could \ot fail gradually

to melt, and tho ra[)iil dissolution coidd actually bo watched at the.

edges, for as tho long waves licked tho sides, jiiece after picco of

ground with its verdant covering sank to rise no nioi'c.

On this 6th -Tuno a fall of this nature occurred at about one;

o'clock P.M., on the site of the shed itself, which was very near tho
edge of tho ice. There was fortunately no one in it at tin; tinu',

and all that was saved was a few i)lanks, and two or three; of Uu;

tiiMbers of the roofs. I^fost of tho cooking utensils and all the

astronomical instruuients wore lo.st. The colonists were now
obliged to take refuge on the highest ])..rt of tho islet, where nothing
protected them from tho weather, but fortunately a few tools had
been left there, v/ith tho air i)umps and the air-vo.ssel, wlii(;h liobson
had employed for catching a little of the rain-water for drinking
purposes, as ho lu) longer dared to draw for a supidy ii[)on tho ice,

every atom of which was of value.

At about four o'clock I'.M., tho soldier Kollet, the same who had
already given signs of insanity, came to .Mrs Uaruett and saitl

(juietly

—

" I am going to drown myself, ma'am."

"Wliat, Kelletr' oxclainu.-d the lady.

"I toll you I am going to drown my.sclf," replied tlie soldier.
' I have tliought the matter well over : there is no oscai)o for us, and
I prefer dying at onco to waiting to be killed."

" Kellet
!
" said Mrs JIarnett, taking tho man's hand and looking

into his face, which was strangely composed, "you will not do
that?"

" Yes, I will, ma'ani ; and as you have always been very good to

us all, I wanted to wish you good-bye. Good-bye, ma'am !

"

And Ivellet turned towards the sea. Mrs Harnett, terrified at his

V

(
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tn iiinii-r, Minnv lici-Holf itpoii liim jukI Im-M Iiiiii hack. TTor cricH

broiiLjIit ll.ili.soii iuid liDiii^' to her ;iHHi.st;uii;i«, and tlicydid all in tlunr

powor to (lisHUiidd iIh! iiiili!i|.|iy mail from carrying out liis piiqioHi!,

liiit Iio \v;w not to be movod, and merely wliook liin head.

His mind was (widenlly <liHordered, and it wiih UHeieHM to roaHr)ji

with him. It wan a teirihlu moment, as liis (vxaniple mii.;ht lead

Homo of iiis (M)nnadeH to eommit miieido also. At all hazardii ho
miiHt ho [)ri!vcnted from doin^r as ho thr(«a,ton(>d.

" ICoilct," Haid Mrs ISarnett {S.ont\y, with a, iia,lf Hmil.!, "wo have
alway.H been very ^'ood iViend.s, have wo not?"

^^•H, ma'a.m," leplii.'d K(!llet CM I ml >

" Well, Kcllel, if yon liku wo will die toL'etlK-r, l.nt not to-d,

What,
ly.

ma. a,m

" MNo, my hiavc IVIlow, I ;i,m not ready; l.iit to-morrow, to-morrow
if yon like."

'riio Holdier looked more fixedly than <«ver at tlio conra^'ooMM
W(»ma.n, and seeoKul to liewitiite an instant ; tlMJii he east a ^huK^o <il

liere(! lon,L,^in;r ;,t tli(! ,sea,, and passing lii.s hand over his oyoH, Haid—
o nioirow

And witliont aiiotIi(«r word he tpiietly turned away and w(^nt

hack to hi s c.onu'.'Mli'n.

<»Ol' fellow mi irmnred Mrn r.,irn<'tt ;
"

I lia,V(! ;oiked him t(

Tliroii'diont that ni<rht lloI.Hon re

wait till to-morrow, and wli(» can Hay whether wo Hlia,ll not all bu
drowiiecl by tli.it time, !

"

mained motionh^Hs upon the
beach, poiiderio!^' wlrither there nii'.^ht not yet Ix; Hoim; nie.aim to

check the di.s:soliition of the inlet if it mi^ht not yet bo poHsilth;

to prcKorvo it until tlniy caiiK! in .sii^lit of hind of hoiik! nort.

Mi'H I'.arnett ami .Mad<j;e did not le;i,ve e;u:h other for a,n iiiHtant.

Kahiinah croncli.d Idu! a, do;,' at the feet of li(!r iniHtrcsH, and trie.il

to ke(![i her w;uiii. .Mr.s Maii-Nab. wrapped in a fow furn, tlie

romaiiiH of the rich storen of lort Hope;, had faJleii into a kind ol

torpor, with lutr baliy r;IaHp(!d in her arm.s.

'I'lio Htarn .'.lione with oxtraordina,ry brilliancy, a,nd no Houndn
broke t)ic Ktilln(!.HH of the ni-^dit but thi; rippling of tho waves and
tho splash of [ncr-iiH of ic(j an thoy fell into tin; .sea. 'I'lio coloni.stH,

Htrotclnid ii|»oii tho ground in Hc.'itteroil grouiiH, were aH motionlcH.s

a8 cor[»HC',4 on an abandoned wreck.

Soinetiine.s Sergeant Long rom; and peered into the night-niint^

but seeing nothing, ho rcHuiiied hi.s horizontal [(OHition. Tho bear,
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looking like a great white snowball, cowered motionless at the verv
edge of the strip of ice.

^

_

This night also passed away without any incident to modify the
situation. Tiie grey morning dawned in the east, and the sun rose
and dispersed the shadows of the night.

The Lieutenant's first care, as soon as it was light, was to examine
the piece of ice. Its perimeter was still more reduced, and, alas '

Its mean lieight above the sea level had sensibly diminished. The
waves, quiet as they were, washed over tlie greater part of it- the
summit of the little liill alone was still beyond their roach

_

Long, too, saw the changes which had taken place dming the
night, and felt that all hope was gone.

]\rrs Barnett joined Lieutenant Hobson, and said to him—
' It will be to-day then ?

"

"Yes, madam, and you will keep your promise to Kellet '
"

"Lieutenant Hobson," said the lady solemnly, "have we done
all m our power ?

"

" Wo have, madam."
" Tii'.n God's will be done !

"

One last attempt was, however, made during the day. A stron-
breeze set in from the offing, that is to say, a wind bearing tShe south-east the direction in which were situated the nearest of
the Aleutian Islands. How far off no one could say, as without
instruments the bearings of the island could not be taken. It was
not likely to have drifted far, however, unless under the influence of
the current, as it gave no hold to the wind.

Still it was just possible that they might be nearer land than they
thought. If only a current, the direction of wLich it was im-
possible to ascertain, had taken them nearer to the much-longed-
for Aleutian Islands, then, as the wind was bearing down upon
ti.ose very islands, it might drive the strip of ice before it if a sa^l
of some kind could be concocted. The ice had still several hours
to float and in several hours the land might come in sight, or. if
not the land, some coasting or fishing vessel.
A forlorn hope truly, but it suggested an'idea to the Lieutenant

which he resolved to carry out. Could not a sail be contrived on
the islet as on an ordinary raft ? There could be no difliculty in
that

;
and when Hobson suggested it to Mac-Nab, he exclaimed-

' You are quite right, sir;" adding to his men, "bring out all
the Canvas there is !

"





"A beam . . . waa sunk deep into tlie earth," kc.—Par/c 329.
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Every one was quite revived by this plan, sli<:ht as was the cliance
It afforded and all lent a helping hand, even Kelle:, who had not
yet reminded Mrs Barnett of her promise.
A beam which had once formed part of the roof of the barracks

was sunK deep nito the earth and sand of wliich the little hill was
'-omposed, and firmly fixed with ropes arranged like shrouds and a
«tay. A sail made of all the clothes and coverlets still remaining,
fastened on to a strong pole for a yard, was hoisted on the mast.
Ihis sail, or rather collection of sails, suitably set, swelled in the
breeze, and by the wake it left, it was evident that the strip of
ice was rapidly moving towards the south-east.

It was a success, and every one was cheered with newly-awakened
hope. They were no longer stationary ; they were advancing slowly
It was true but still they were advancing. The carpenter was
particularly elated

;
all eagerly scanned the horizon, and had they

been told that no land could be sighted, they would have refused
to believe ifc.

So it appeared, however ; for the strip of ice floated alon" on the
waves for three hours in the centre of an absolutely circular and
unbroken horizon. The poor colonists still hoped on

Towards three o'clock, the Lieutenant took the Sergeant aside
and said to him

—

'

'' \ye are advancing at the cost of the solidity and duration of
our islet.

'

" What do you moan, sir 1
"

"I mean that the ice is being rapidly fretted away as it moves
along. Its speed is hastening its dissolution, and since we set sail
It has diminished one-third."

"A re you quite sure?"
" Absolutely certain. The ice is longer and flatter. Look, the sea

is not more than ten feet from the hill !
"

It was true, and the result was what might naturally have been
expected from the motion of the ice.

"Sergeant," resumed Hobson, "do you tlunk we ought to take
down our sail 1"

" I think," replied Long, after a moment's reflection, « that we
should consult our comrades. We ought all to share the respon-
sibility of a decision now."

The Lieutenant bent his head in assent and the two returned to
their old position on the little hill.
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Hobson put the case before the whole party.

" The speed we have given to the ice," he said, " is causing it to

wear away rapidly, and will perhaps hasten the inevitable catastrophe

by a few hours. My friends, you must decide whether we shall

still go on."

" Forwards ! " cried all with one voice.

So it was decided, and, as it turned out, the decision was fraught
with consequences of incalculable importance.

At six o'clock P.M. Madge rose, and pointing to a point on the

south-east, cried

—

" Land !

"

Every one started up as if struck by lightning. Land there was
indeed, on the south-east, tv/elve miles from the island.

" ^lore sail ! more sail !
" shouted Hobson.

He was understood, and fresh materials were hastily brought.
On the shrouds a sort of studding sail was rigged up of clothes, furs,

everything, in short, that could give hold to the wind.

The speed increased as the wind freshened, but the ice was melt-

ing everywhere ; it trembled beneath the feet of the anxious watchers,

and might open at any moment. ]jut they would not think of that

;

they were buoyed up with hope ; safety was at hand, on the land
they were rapidly nearing. They shouted—they made signals—they
were in a delirium of excitement.

At half-past seven the ice was much nearer the land, but it was
visibly melting, and sinking rapidly ; water was gushing from it, and
the waves were washing over it, sweejiing off the aerified quad-
rupeds before the eyes of the colonists. Every instant they expected
the whole mass to be engulfed, and it was necessary to lighten it

like a sinking vessel. Every means was tried to check the dissolu-

tion
; the earth and sand were carefully spread about, especially at

the edges of the ice, to protect .u from the direct influence of the

sunbeams ; and furs were laid here and there, as being bad conductors

of heat. But it was all of no avail \ tlie lower portion of the ice

began to crack, and several fissures opened in the surface. It was
now but a question of moments !

Night set in, and there was nothing left for the poor colonists to

do to quicken the speed of the islet. Some of them tried to paddle
about on planks. The coast was still four miles to windward.

It was a dark gloomy night, without any moon, and Hobson,
whose heroic courage did not even now fail him, shouted
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ON A PIECE OF ICE.
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" A signal, my friends ! a sif^nal '

"'

platkf:„r:C™ "'if
"'° rr"' -»'""«W-_two or .hreo

«p; buuhostr Hf ^!^TT' 'r
'"' """^ ''"='1" I""'"" ^oon .!,.*

.a.?Lr:e?r,v:;!:,:'"i»rr ™' -" "- "-' -^ °- '-

must all be swallowed „p
^'"' " '^"''""' "' "" ''""^ "»>

but three miles to windward '
"''""'' ™» """•

'• There . oi wa,," .sad.,:,I^lplieV: vo' r"
«'^" '"^ '" '

"

opetrii^;;xt!t.:t:aT;^i;::rn'™"»"--'-''°''"''^
to all that W.4 g„i„„ „u ^ """= "'''-"=•"'«> 'J='"l

..peril; :.";:.;;:-;: :::r" "• •"•'

We
? asked Hobs.,„, '' what way do you mean ? "

To tlie pumps
!
" replied Black sijnply.

Was he mad ? Did he t'lko tliP ,-,.,> f

ten feet of water in the hold '
"^

'
"'^

The air pumps were at hand, together with the air vessel whichPlobson had been using as a reservoir for drinkin. wit
'

bu o

:!z:^'Zr'''''
^-^^ ^^^ey Wen the L, t:;:;eM::

" JIo is mad !
" exclaimed Loner

wit'i?.irf»°
''""'"'" '"P-'^IW- astronomer; "fill the reservoir

"Do as he tells you !
» cried 3Irs Barnett.

riie pumps were atlaclied to the reservoir the cover „f ,„n 1was osed and bolted The pun.ps were then .""onl t fo «A
pheres. Then Black, talcmg one ol the leather pipes connected with
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tlu> reservoir, and opi'uing tlio ftn'k, lit tlu- eondoiised air eso!ii»o,

walking roun ' tlio -i-e wlierevor it \v;is melting.

Every one was ustor.isiiod at tlio ctlVi-t iiroduceii. Wherever tlio

air was pnijicU'd by t!io astninonuT, the lissurcs filled up, and tiio

Hurfaoe re- froze.

" Hurrah ! hurrah !" slioiited all with mie voice.

It was tiring eiio\igli to wmk the imiiii|is, hut there were plenty

<»f volunteers. The edges of the iee were again solid tied, as if

under the inlluenee of inti i, ^; cold.

" N'ou have saved w^^, Mr Jllaclc," said l.ienteiiaiit lloli.son.

" Nothing could bo more natural," replied the astronomer

quietly.

Nothing, in fact, could have been mon; naliu-al ; and tin pliysical

ofTcct produced may be described as follows :

—
There were two reasons for tlui reU'gation;— l''irsl, under tlii^

pressure of the air, the water VM[iorised on the surface of the ice

produced intense cold, and the coin[)resse(l air in expanding

abstracted the heat from the thawed siuface, which immediat'dy

re-fm/e. "NVherevi'r the ice was opening tlu; cold cemented (he edges,

so that it gradually regained its original solidity.

This went on for several hours, and the colonists, buoyed u[! by

hoiic, toileil on with unwearying zeal.

They were nearing the coast, and when tliey were about a

(piarter of a mile from it, the bear plunged into the sea, and

swimming to the shore, soon disappeared.

A few minutes afterwards the ice an aground upon a beach, ajid

the few animals still upon it hurried away in the darkness. The

colonists "disembarked," and falling on their knees, returned thaidw

to God for their n)iraculous deliverance.
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But wliilst they were still altogether, the Lieutenant, addressing
Mrs Barnett, said with considerable emotion

—

" God bless you, madam, for all you have been to us. You have
been our comforter, our consoler, the very soul of our little world •

and I thank you in tlie name of all."
'

Three cheers for Mrs Barnett greeted this speech, and each
soldier begged to shake her by the hand, whilst the women embraced
iier affectionately.

The Lieutenant himself had conceived so warm an affection for
the lady who had so long been his friend and counsellor, that he
could not bid her good-bye without great emotion.

" Can it be that we shall never meet again % " he exclaimed.
" No, Lieutenant," replied Mrs Barnett; "we must, we "shall

meet again. If you do not come and see me in Europe, I will
come back to you at Fort Beliance, or to the new factory you will
found some day yet."

On hearing this, Thomas Black, who had regained the use of his
tongue since he had landed on term firma, came forward and said,
with an air of the greatest conviction

—

" Yes, we shall meet again in twenty-six years. My friends I
missed the eclipse of 18G0, but I will not miss that which will
take place under exactly similar conditions in the same latitudes in
189G. And therefore I appoint a meeting with you, Lieutenant,
and with you, my dear madam, or tl>e confines of the Arctic Ocean
twenty-six years hence,"
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